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Phuket’s best and most beautiful beaches http://www.thailandredcat.com/my-top-3-phukets-best-and-most-beautiful-
beaches/ 
 
Sources: Wikipedia, “Phuket Province”; Wikitravel, “Phuket Island;.” Thailand Red Cat (fair use). 
 

Geography 

Phuket is the largest island in Thailand. It is in the 
Andaman Sea in southern Thailand. The island is 
mostly mountainous with a mountain range in the 
west of the island from the north to the south. The 
highest elevation of the island is in the Kamala hills 
behind Kathu waterfall at 542 metres above sea level  

Phuket is approximately 863 kilometres (536 mi) 
south of Bangkok. The island's length, from north to 
south, is 48 kilometres (30 mi) and its width is 21 
kilometres (13 mi). Seventy percent of Phuket's area 
is covered with mountains which stretch from north 
to south. The remaining 30 percent are plains in the 
central and eastern parts of the island.  

Location Andaman Sea 

Coordinates 7°53′24″N 98°23′54″E 

Area 576 km2 (222 sq mi) 

Length 50 km (31 mi) 

Width 20 km (12 mi) 

Highest elevation 542 m (1,778 ft) 

Highest point Khao Mai Thao Sip Song 

Administration 

Thailand 

Demographics 

Population 386,605 (2015) 

Pop. density  1,042 /km2 (2,699 /sq mi) 

It has a total of nine brooks and creeks, but does not have any major rivers.  

Forest, rubber, and palm oil plantations cover 60 percent of the island. The west coast has several sandy 
beaches. The east coast beaches are more often muddy. Near the southernmost point is Laem 
Phromthep("Brahma's Cape"), a popular viewpoint.  
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The most popular (and overcrowded) tourist area on Phuket is Patong Beach on the central west coast, perhaps 
owing to the easy access to its wide and long beach. Most of Phuket's nightlife and its shopping is in Patong. 
South of Patong lie Karon Beach, Kata Beach, Kata Noi Beach, and around the southern tip of the island, Nai 
Han Beach and Rawai. To the north of Patong are Kamala Beach, Surin Beach, and Bang Tao Beach. These 
areas are generally much less developed than Patong. To the southeast is Bon Island and to the south are 
several coral islands. The Similan Islands lie to the northwest, and the Phi Phi Islands which are part of Krabi 
Province, to the southeast.  

Climate 

Phuket is surrounded by the sea, and as a result never cold, never hot,  but around 29º Celsius (84º Fahrenheit) 
year round. The average relative humidity is between 70% and 80%.  

Daily mean 

°C (°F) 

28.1 
(82.6)  

28.7 
(83.7)  

29.2
(84.6)  

29.4 
(84.9)  

28.8
(83.8) 

28.6
(83.5) 

28.2
(82.8) 

28.1
(82.6) 

27.5
(81.5) 

27.4 
(81.3)  

27.7 
(81.9)  

27.6
(81.7) 

28.3 
(82.9)  

Average 

rainfall mm  
30.3 

 
23.9 

 
73.5

 
142.9 

 
259.5

 
213.3

 
258.2

 
286.8

 
361.2

 
320.1 

 
177.4 

 
72.4

 
2,219.5

 

 
Since the 1980s, the sandy beaches on the west coast of the island have been developed as tourist destinations, 
with Patong, Karon, and Kata being the most popular. In 2017, Phuket received about 10 million visitors, most 
of them foreign, with China the leading contributor. Tourists generated some 385 billion baht (US$ 11.5 
billion) in revenues.  

Swimming, sun bathing and surfing 

Most beaches on the west coast are wide, containing white sand and clear waters, especially after the monsoon 
season (November-April). It is suitable to swim or sun bathe. You can do those activities in front of your 
hotel. Those who stay in town, can reach the beaches by local bus, rental car or motorbike. However,there are 
big waves during the monsoon season. It is too dangerous to swim at that time. Only surfing is advisable.  

Freediving 

Phuket is the beating heart of diving in Thailand and has recently become the center of activity in the 
emerging Southeast Asian Freediving scene. It is also the home of the area's only AIDA Instructor Training 
Center.  

Most freediving trips go out with SCUBA dive boats to the well-known dive sites, but some freediving off the 
beach is also possible. The local operators are usually very happy to find like-minded divers and will happily 
give pointers.  

Culture 
 
Phuket is a melting pot of indigenous Thais, Thai-Chinese, ethnic Malays and even sea gypsies. The majority 
of the population in the rural areas is Muslim. Outside of the provincial town, the rural folk speak with a thick 
Southern dialect which is difficult for even other Thais to understand. The provincial town’s economy having 
boomed over the past decade has led to a lot of the youngsters leading similar lives to those in Bangkok. 
Altogether, the lifestyle of the urban Sino-Thais in Phuket resembles that of their counterparts in Bangkok. 

 Thao Thep Krasattri and Thao Si Sunthon Fair (งานทาวเทพกระษัตรี - ทาวศรีสุนทร) is held on March 13 every year 
to commemorate the two heroines who rallied the Thalang people to repel Burmese invaders. 

 Vegetarian Festival or Nine Emperor gods Festival (Hokkien Chinese language: 九皇勝會，Kiú-Hông 
Sēng-Huē or 九皇爺, Kiú-Hông Iâ) Phuket Chinese people Call 食菜節，Tsia̍h-tshài (เทศกาลกินเจ(กินผัก-
เจี๊ยะฉาย)) is held on the first day of the 9th Chinese lunar month (end-Sep or early-Oct). Phuket islanders of 
Chinese ancestry commit themselves to a nine-day vegetarian diet, a form of purification believed to help 
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make the forthcoming year trouble-free. The festival is marked by several ascetic displays, including fire-
walking and ascending sharp-bladed ladders.  

 Ghost Festival or Phóo-tōo Festival (Hokkien Chinese language: 普渡節） Full name is Û-lân-phûn Sēng-
Huē (Hokkien Chinese language: 盂蘭盆勝會） is held on the middle day of the 7th Chinese lunar month. 
Intrinsic to the Ghost Festival is ancestor worship. Activities include preparing food offerings, burning 
incense, and burning joss paper, a papier-mâché form of material items such as clothes, gold, and other 
goods for the visiting spirits. Elaborate meals (often vegetarian) are served with empty seats for each of the 
deceased in the family. Other festivities may include, buying and releasing miniature paper boats and 
lanterns on water, which signifies giving direction to lost souls. 

 Phuket King's Cup Regatta (งานแขงเรือใบชิงถวยพระราชทาน) is held every December. The Kata Beach Resort hosts 
yachtsmen, largely from neighbouring countries who compete for trophies.  

 Laguna Phuket Triathlon (ลากูนาภูเก็ตไตรกีฬา) is held each December. The triathlon (a 1,800 metres (5,900 ft) 
swim, a 55 kilometres (34 mi) bike race and a 12 kilometres (7.5 mi) run and a 6 kilometres (3.7 mi) fun 
run) attracts athletes from all over the world.  

 Phuket Travel Fair (เทศกาลเปดฤดูการทองเท่ียวจังหวัดภเูก็ต), starting 1 November, is usually called the Patong 
Carnival, from the place where celebrations occur. Colourful parades, sports events, and a beauty 
competition for foreign tourists are major activities. 

 Chao Le (Sea Gypsy) Boat Floating Festival (งานประเพณีลอยเรือชาวเล) falls during the middle of the sixth and 
eleventh lunar months yearly. The sea gypsy villages at Rawai and Sapam hold their ceremonies on the 
13th; Ko Si-re celebrates on the 14th; and Laem La (east of the bridge on Phuket's northern tip) on the 
15th. Ceremonies, which centre on the setting small boats adrift similar to the Thai festival of Loi 
Krathong, are held at night and their purpose is to drive away evil and bring good luck. 

 Phuket Bike Week is the biggest motorcycle event in Asia. Motorcyclists with their motorcycles and 
visitors from many countries join this event in every year. The event highlights include a motorcycle 
exhibition, bike parades "Ride for Peace", custom bike contests, live entertainment, Miss Phuket Bike 
Week competition, bike accessories and apparel from local and international venders.  

International flights 

 Australia - Air Asia via Kuala Lumpur; Jetstar (direct or via Singapore with sister airline Jetstar Asia) with 
flights from/to major cities in Australia. 

 China - Spring Airlines has a daily direct flight from Shanghai Pudong Airport (PVG) to Phuket. Air 
China flies from Beijing. China Eastern flies from Chengdu. China Sounthern flies from Guangzhou. 
Beijing Capital Airlines flies from Sanya, Hainan island. 

 Hong Kong - Thai Airways, Cathay Dragon, Hong Kong Express and Air Asia have non-stop direct flights 
from Hong Kong to Phuket. Hong Kong can connect you to the rest of the world via Cathay Pacific or 
other major airlines. 

 Indonesia - AirAsia flies from/to Jakarta and Medan in Sumatra, and often this is the cheapest connection 
between Thailand and Java and more eastern parts of Indonesia (promotional fares are often USD30-50 for 
a 3h flight) 

 Korea - Asiana Airlines and Korean Air]have non-stop services from Seoul with connections from Japan 
and North America. 

 Malaysia - AirAsia  flies to Kuala Lumpur (LCC), FireFly  flies to Penang, using small ATR-Turboprop 
aircraft, and Malaysia Airlines  has flights from/to Kuala Lumpur 
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 Qatar - Qatar Airways  operates direct daily flights from/to Doha 

 Singapore - SilkAir  up to 35 flights a week. Low cost alternatives are Thai AirAsia  and Scoot. In 
addition, Jetstar  flies there too. 

 Switzerland - Edelweiss Air has seasonal flights from Zurich 

 United Arab Emirates - Emirates flies to Dubai and Etihad Airways flies to Abu Dhabi. 

 United Kingdom - TUI Fly  flies directly to London. 

Domestic flights 

Several domestic airlines fly from Bangkok Donmueang Airport (DMK) to Phuket (HKT), including Nok Air, 
Thai Air Asia, Orient Thai,Thai Lion Air. Tickets from either of Bangkok's two airports can cost around 1,300 
baht (US$ 40) one-way if booked well in advance, or around 2,000-2,500 baht (including taxes) if bought on 
the day of the flight.  

Thai Airways  flies from Bangkok's Suvarnabhumi Airport (BKK) several times every day, as well as once 
daily from Chiang Mai. Nok Air flies to Bangkok Donmueang Airport about six times a day.  

Air Asia  fly from Phuket to Chiang Mai (CNX) direct as well as to Udon Thani (UTH) (handy for a trip into 
Laos).  

Bangkok Airways has a monopoly on direct flights between Phuket and U-Tapao-Rayong-Pattaya 
International Airport (UTP) and Ko Samui (USM). They also have 6 daily flights from Bangkok..  

IMPORTANT: Thai Airways International and Bangkok Airways fly to Suvarnabhumi (pronounced: Soo-
wan-na-poom), whereas Nok Air and Orient Thai fly to Don Mueang Airport (DMK). This may be of 
importance when you have a connecting flight.  

Disclaimer: The accuracy of the information herein is provided for purposes of enterainment, is based on 
hereseay, is not reliable, and most certainly not guaranteed. The webpage provider assumes no liability for any 
inconvenience or loss. 
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