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MR. RADENBERG:

Today is October 24, 2001.

I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department of the
City of New York.

Time is now 0845 hours.

Q.

I'm conducting an interview with --

A.

Michael D'Angelo, EMT, badge 5645, assigned

to Division 1, Battalion 4 of the EMS command, New York
City Fire Department.
Q.

We are conducting the interview in the

Division 1 conference room.

This interview is

regarding the events of September 11, 2001.

Michael,

would you?
A.

I work tour one.

I was working tour one, 1

Adam that day, which actually sits at the Trade
Center.

I got off at 8 o'clock in the morning.

I

returned to Battalion 4, changed into my civilian
clothes, hung around for a few minutes and left
approximately, little after 8:20.
Brooklyn Bridge towards home.

I proceeded over the

I wasn't paying

attention to the skyline on the BQE, but I'm sure if I
was I would have seen the first plane hit.

I was

wondering why there was so much traffic.
Making my way through traffic, I got into the
area of the trench in Carroll Gardens between the
Brooklyn Bridge and the Battery Tunnel when I received
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a phone call from a family member saying that a plane
hit the Trade Center.

I then noticed numerous papers

flying about in the air.

First thing I did was I

called up Battalion 4, I notified them I was returning
to work.

I then called my family and notified them

what I was doing.
Then as I made it through traffic and I was
going over the BQE extension to get back on to the
Battery Tunnel, I looked and I saw the second plane hit
the building.

I then made a round, I made my way into

a line of fire trucks using my identification and went
into the Battery Tunnel.
through the tunnel.

I followed Ladder Company 132

It took a few minutes to get

through to the other side.

When I got through to the

other side I parked my car on West Street, right around
near, right about, right at the -- almost to the exit
of where the Battery Tunnel empties out.
I proceeded to run down West Street until I
found an EMS Chief, Chief Goldfarb.
says -- I told him I was off duty.

He informed me, he
He said okay, stay

with me and my aide and you are going to assist us in
setting up a command post.

At first we were right next

to where the Mayor had set up his command post and the
original command post of where the Mayor was standing.
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I was actually standing next to Chief Ganci before he
ran in the building.

I remember that distinctly.

Then we moved it down.

We moved down into

the front of the American Express building.

He wanted

me to go inside and check out the inside of the
American Express building to see if we could set up a
triage area there, see if there was enough room.

There

was enough room, but we still weren't sure of where we
were going to set up.

I had a little bit of a table

and everything set up outside with the command board
and everything and we were just going through the steps
of taking in units and we just weren't really sure if
we were going to stay there right that second or -- so
that went on for numerous times.
As I watched the building burn, people jump
out of the building, I can't tell you how long that
was.

Then I began to hear a rumble, I turned around

and saw debris flying everywhere, the building came
down.

I ran up West Street, across Vesey and the whole

street was blocked with emergency -- there was all
trucks, but luckily there was a small Sedan command
car, which I jumped over the hood and then ran up the
block, up Vesey Street, then I got engulfed in a large
cloud of --
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Q.

So, on Vesey you were going towards the

water?
A.

I ran in front of here.

I ran across the

street here and I ran west down Vesey Street.
that big cloud of smoke hit you.

Then

At first I was -- at

that point I didn't see Chief Goldfarb.

I thought he

was gone because he was standing on West Street at the
time.

I thought he was gone so I just -- I began by

directing ambulances around, up North End Street, North
End Avenue, because then they had set up, I believe
they were about to set up a triage area in the back of
the theaters, the Embassy Suites, I believe is what it
was.
I remember going back outside and I began
pulling -- bringing firemen that were walking around
covered and blind.

I was just breaking out the water,

cleaning out their eyes, cleaning out as many guys,
seeing if anybody was hurt.

I would just grab them,

give them a quick pat down on their bodies to see if
anything was broken or anything.

A lot of them were

just in shock, not sure where they were.
I made my way down towards the water, where
they were -- where those New York Waterway ferries were
bringing over water and such.

I was leaning over and
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bringing that up.

Again I kept cleaning eyes out.

Something I noticed from when I was standing in front
of the Embassy Suites at the time, I saw that the US
Secret Service were bringing somebody, an Arab man in a
suit, covered in soot, walking away in handcuffs.

I

remember that distinctly, because the guy looked right
in my eyes.
From there I remember just -- I don't
remember treating, exactly treating guys, I was more
like just seeing how severe people were.

I mean I

helped put guys in stair chairs, but in this time I'm
not in my uniform.
pants.

I had a T-shirt on and jogging

So I am just -- I remember assisting -- I moved

Chief Cassano from one backboard -- one stretcher to
another and I helped them put the collar on him, but
around at that time it was a little bit fuzzy.
Then we decided, me and somebody else -- I at
this point, thought most of my Battalion was wiped out,
until I started seeing a few faces.

I only saw like 5

or 6 faces and at least I knew they were okay.

But

then I decided to throw an extra -- I threw a few, I
threw a few oxygen bags over my shoulder.

I began

running up Vesey Street again, not knowing that the
second tower was going to come down as soon as I
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reached the corner again.
So I had to rip the stuff off my shoulders
and run back up Vesey Street.

I believe I dove into

either the back of the American Express building or I
dove into the 4 World Financial Center.

Just dove into

the doors and in the corner and then I realized this
isn't exactly smart.
coming down.
water.

I don't know how this building is

So I ran out again.

Ran down towards the

Then I stayed upwards around the area, like I

said, just continuing to grab people to see if they
were okay, how bad people were, treated.

I just

remember I had one guy with just a laceration on his
elbow.
else.

I just said to him, just go, go somewhere
You will be okay, you can walk, leave the area.

That's what I told any civilian, I said -- that wasn't
hurt, run north, go north.

I remember also after maybe

the first tower fell, I skip around -Q.

That's okay.

A.

I remember hearing the F 15s flying overhead

and that was scary because we thought they were flying
more planes.

I didn't know what was going on.

I

thought the guy brought 15 planes and were just going
to fly them into the area, so I remember the F 15s
flying overhead.

I remember the big, big cloud of ash
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that just -- it didn't make it towards the water
really.

For some reason it stayed away from the water,

I remember that.
But -- that's basically what I kept doing.

I

was directing traffic and I didn't really like sit down
and bandage anybody or nothing like that, but I was
really just giving people on site triage.

I found

firemen that I knew and asked if they were okay.
That's basically what I was doing.
them.

I was just checking

I mean I was just taking bottles of water and

cleaning their face and cleaning the soot out.

I made

them lie down on the ground and irrigate their eyes.
did that for, like I said, an unknown amount of time.
That's what I did there until about probably 11
o'clock.
Q.

Okay.

Do you remember where on West Side

Highway you met up with Chief Goldfarb?
A.

Right about the pedestrian bridge.

Q.

South one?

A.

Yes, right before the south pedestrian

bridge.
Q.

Between Cedar --

A.

Right around there I saw him and I got his

attention.

I
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Q.

Okay.

And --

A.

My car was like really at the exit to where

the Battery Tunnel.
Q.

That was my car.

From when you met up with Chief Goldfarb, you

came up here to -A.

No, first we went here.

We were going to set

up a command post at where the Mayor was.
there at first we were setting up.

That garage

Then we were told

to move down to here and set up a triage area inside
the American Express building.

That's where we started

massing units, like I remember numerous ambulances just
parked in the street here.
block.

Fire trucks lined the

ESU trucks up the block here.

The MERV, I

remember the MERV almost hitting me in the back with
its ramp.

As I was running away they had the ramp

still down.
Q.

Okay.

Do you remember aside from Chief

Goldfarb any other people from EMS that you encountered
that morning?
A.

Let's see, who were the guys I found?

I had

one guy that worked with me.

He was off duty too.

met with me.

He was with me until the

Brian Cirillo.

He

second -- he was with me almost, like in and out until
we ran back up the block for the second collapse.

Then
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we ran back and then I lost him for the day.
see him for the rest of the day.
Boy on North End Street.
Q.

An EMS unit?

A.

Yes, EMS unit.

I didn't

I saw the unit of 2

That was Mike Mejias.

EMS.

Another guy, Garfield

Gray, he was driving -- he was running back in and
bringing whatever undamaged vehicles, ambulances back
down around the street, because they had lined up on
North End to do their jobs.

I remember that.

I remember -- actually I remember one guy.
He is a paramedic.

I don't remember his name.

I

remember it distinctly because he met up with us at the
first command post.

And he had like maybe a

-- something with wolski I think.

He was a paramedic

off duty, but his wife was, he said his wife was up on
-- I don't know, I don't know the name.

His wife was

I believe at work at one of like the hundred and
something floor in one of the buildings.
was the north tower.

I think it

I remember that distinctly

because he just -- he really was just very emotionally
broken up.

He wasn't able to work.

Q.

Right.

A.

I didn't see him after that either.

know what happened to him.

I don't

Obviously he is alive,
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because I'd hear about it.

Like I said I don't

remember the last name.
I saw who I thought were gone -- was my -- 1
Adam, the unit I work with, tour two guys.
that 89 is Church and Fulton Street.
were the first ones gone.

You see

So I thought they

They managed to get out

because they took the first people out.

They pulled

the first people out of there and I managed to meet one
of them, one of the partners down here, down in front
of the Embassy Suites.
I remember too, the cars started to explode
inside the parking lot.

I mean, the cars started

cooking off, they started going off, boom, boom, boom,
boom.

I remember that.

Q.

Do you remember the partner's name from 1

Adam that you met on -A.

Yes.

Q.

Puma?

A.

Yes.

Frank Puma.

So that's -- like I said, I remember

seeing a Chief running across the street.
that distinctly.
distinctly.

I remember seeing the Mayor

I remember seeing the Commissioner arrive

and make his way to the command post.
Q.

I remember

Commissioner Von Essen?
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A.

Yes.

I don't remember seeing any deputy --

Commissioner Feehan.

I remember seeing numerous people

jump from the windows.

I remember that distinctly.

saw numerous people jump.

I

Then actually when I found

my car, I found my car like later, later on in the day,
but I left it there, because it was not able to be
moved because it was covered.

There was an airplane

tire about 10 feet away from it.

I remember that.

Q.

Right.

A.

So yes, basically I just stayed and I did as

much as I could as long as I could, you know.

The one

thing I don't know -- I just didn't have my uniform on
me.

I would have liked to have my uniform and a helmet

on my head because that was -- but then again maybe I'm
lucky I didn't have a helmet on my head.
I just didn't have my equipment on me.
with me at all times.

Like I said,

Now I keep it

I keep everything in my trunk.

I was running around in a pair of jogging
pants and a white T-shirt until I finally actually
picked up an EMS turnout coat I found.
did.

That's what I

Actually the only thing I did have -- no, yes,

that's about it.
Q.

That's about it.

Yes.

Any thoughts or comments or opinions you

would like to add about the morning?
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A.

About this?

It was -- at the time I just --

adrenaline was so high.

I just -- I just did what I

-- like I was -- like I'm not sure what guided me to
do what I did.

I don't know what kept me from -- maybe

seeing that Chief is what kept me from going into the
building, maybe not having my equipment on.
know.

I don't

Maybe I wouldn't have done it even then.

But

like I said, I was there at quarter to eight in the
morning on Fulton Street.
know.
say.

So who knows.

But I did the best I could.

I don't

That's all I could

I wish I could have done more but I did what I

could do at the time.
Q.

Okay, thank you.

A.

No problem.
MR. RADENBERG:

The time is now 0902.

interview is concluded.
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MR. RADENBERG:
2001.
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Today is November 9th,

I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire

Department, City of New York.
now 0934 hours.

The time is

I am conducting an

interview with -PARAMEDIC DARNOWSKI:

Paramedic Kevin

Darnowski from Battalion 20, shield 3103.
MR. RADENBERG:

This interview is being

conducted at EMS Battalion 20 regarding the
events of September 11th, 2001.
Q.

Kevin?

A.

Regarding the events of September 11th,

2001, my story is I was dropping my fiancee's son
off at school in Brooklyn on Fourth Avenue.
After dropping him off, I was heading northbound
on Fourth Avenue, and I looked to my left and I
see the north tower of the World Trade Center
burning.

My fiancee works in the north tower on

the 98th floor.
At that time I proceeded to call
Lieutenant Guzman here at Battalion 20 and
question him as to whether or not he had a job in
the system for the World Trade Center.

He told

me that he had reports of a fire on the upper
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floors of the World Trade Center.
At that time he asked me if I wanted to
continue to work or go down to the scene.

I

opted to go down to the scene, as I was on my way
to work anyway.

And in uniform, I opted to go

down to the scene at that time.
As I headed down towards the scene, I
was trying to call my fiancee in her office, and
there was no answer on the phone.
giving me a busy signal.

It just kept

I tried her cell phone,

and there was no answer on her cell phone.
I was approaching the Brooklyn Battery
Tunnel.

Behind me was EMS Chief Goldfarb.

In

front of me was a couple of tower ladders and
rescue companies and engine companies that were
going through the tunnel.
Right before the tolls on the Brooklyn
side heading towards Manhattan at the Battery
Tunnel, we were sitting in traffic and we watched
United Flight 175 hit tower two, which was the
south tower of the World Trade Center.
At that time everybody was just in
shock.

The firefighters and I were just really

trying to get through the traffic when the plane
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hit, and we were just standing there in like awe
of what was happening.

Finally we ended up

getting into the tunnel,and we ended up sitting
in the tunnel for about another 10 minutes, 10 to
15 minutes, trying to get through the traffic.
When we finally got through the tunnel
to the other side, I parked my car on the corner
of Carlisle and West Side Highway, West Street,
and I proceeded northbound on West Street towards
the command center or what I believed to be the
command center at that time.
I went along the center median,
meanwhile looking up at the towers in disbelief
and basically sheer awe at what was going on.
None of us at the Battery Tunnel knew what was
going on until the second plane hit.

Right then

we knew it was a terrorist attack.
So as I'm walking up to the scene, I
see droves of firefighters running towards the
buildings, but nobody's coming out on the West
Street side.

I questioned one Fire Department

official -- I believe he was a captain; I don't
remember his name -- as to why there was nobody
coming out on this side.

He told me the Port
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Authority had locked the doors on that side of
the building and was having everybody come out on
the Trinity side by the church, like Trinity and
Fulton area for easy evacuation.
At that point I met up with EMS Chief
Goldfarb again and his aide Mary.
by Three Financial Center.

We were over

At that point we were

standing with numerous amounts of firefighters
and fire supervisors and police officers, and we
got a report of another incoming airplane.

So we

proceeded to go into a parking garage that was in
Three Financial Center underneath.
Shortly after that we realized what was
flying over was the armed forces F-14s flying
over, and we got a confirmation from the FAA -over the police radio we got a confirmation from
FAA that all airports had been closed and there
were no planes flying within the New York City
area at that specific time.
So we all came out of the garage, and
Chief Goldfarb started setting up triage on the
corner of West and Vesey with the ambulances
going towards North End Avenue, facing West
Street along Vesey, along Three and four

K. DARNOWSKI
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Financial Center.
At that time we weren't getting that
many -- we ended up putting -- I don't know what
this building was over here.
Q.

Vesey and North End.

A.

Yeah, there was a building on the --

Q.

Embassy Hotel?

A.

It might have been The embassy Hotel.

Q.

There's a movie theater also.

A.

Right, right.

There was a parking lot

in the front on West Street.

We ended up putting

triage initially in Three and Four Financial
Center.
At that time Chief Goldfarb and -- I
had explained my situation, that my fiancee was
up on the 98th floor of tower one and I would be
as much help as I can.

He told me regarding

patient care-wise that don't bother with patient
care, just with moving of patients and equipment.
So we went back over to the pedestrian
bridge in front of Three Financial Center.

We

were standing under there with the Fire
Department command center.

We were attempting to

set up a command center there, when one of the
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firefighters starts screaming, "Look up!"
Everybody looks up, and we were watching the
people jump out of One World Tower Center and
hitting the overhang in front of World Trade
Center where the taxis would let people off
originally.
At that time it was just -- the best
word to describe it was pure chaos.

Nobody

really knew what was going on other than the
firefighters going in to try to put out the
fires.
Chief Goldfarb instructed me to go back
to the MERV, which was sitting on West and Vesey.
I went back over to the MERV, and I met up with
one of my coworkers from Battalion 20, Chris
Attanasio.

He put me in the MERV, because he

knew my situation, and he tried to calm me down
and just told me to sit tight and relax and just
hope for the best and just things like that.
was trying to calm me down and stuff.
to get out of the MERV.

He

I just had

I had to be outside on

the street watching what was going on.
At that point Chris Attanasio took me
and he told me we were ordered by -- he didn't
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specify any -- to go over to West Street just
south of the north tower right at the base of the
hotel over there, because we were getting
patients from Two World Trade Center that they
were bringing down the stairs from Two World
Trade Center down to West Street.

We were going

to be getting patients over there.
So I proceeded with him and his partner
over to that area, and we started loading
patients, firefighters and civilians, in the back
of the ambulance.

At one point we had five

patients in the back of the ambulance, and he was
standing and he asked me if I wanted to go to the
hospital with him.
stay in the area.

I told him no, I needed to
I wanted to see if Chief

Goldfarb needed me for anything.
okay, and he started to leave.

So he said

He proceeded down

towards like Albany Street, like Liberty and
Albany, to go to one of the area hospitals; I
don't remember which one.
At that time I started walking back up
towards Vesey Street.

I heard three explosions,

and then we heard like groaning and grinding, and
tower two started to come down.

To the
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firefighters and the cops that I was standing
there with started running northbound on West
Street and we made a left on Vesey and ran again
towards North End Avenue where we were having EMS
triage, and we stopped over there.
Down that specific street on West
Street, there wasn't that much debris and smoke
coming down because Two World Trade Center is
more or less blocked by the hotel and a couple
other buildings.

It did come down like Liberty

Street and towards Two World Financial Center and
towards like the Winter Garden area.
We ended up just staying there for a
while till the smoke more or less cleared up.

We

started putting our masks on and stuff like that
at that time.
Shortly after that Chief Goldfarb told
us to go back down towards where we had the
ambulances staged on Vesey Street and start
moving the ambulances back more and a little
north in case tower one fell.
At that time I encountered Chief Larry
Mittleman, Chief Fran Pascale, Chief Basile from
Division 2, and ALS coordinator Louie Cook from
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I encountered them all at the EMS

triage we had at North End and Vesey.
They were at that point -- Chief
Goldfarb explained my situation to them with my
fiancee being in tower one, and they were just
trying to calm me down.

I was helping move

patients.
We went back to Vesey and West Street
and started moving the ambulances back towards
North End more, and then we started going
northbound on North End towards Murray Street.
We were moving the triage because we got a report
of the parking lot in front of the building we
were in, some of the cars were on fire, and we
got reports of gas lines that were blown and the
fire were starting to get to them.

So we ended

up moving the triage initially, and we just
started heading northbound to Murray Street.
We got up to Murray Street, and that's
when -- Murray Street and towards West Street we
ended up putting the triage just for temporary
purposes.

Then shortly after that tower one

started to come down.
was on the scene.

Captain Fenton, I believe,

He said at that time to just
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get in the ambulances and whatever vehicle you
could get in and just head northbound on West
Street until you get to Chelsea Piers.
That's how the triage ended up at
Chelsea Piers.
northbound.

Everybody just started heading

They started -- we were getting over

the radio, EMS radio, that they started having
the ambulances staging at the Chelsea Piers.
Captain Fenton told a lieutenant from
the Bellevue station that was on the scene to
take me back to the station, because I could be
of no use patient care-wise given my situation.
He told him to take me back to Bellevue station.
They removed me to Bellevue station.
Just while I was at Bellevue station, I
was acting as a liaison between the station
itself and the emergency department with a couple
of the other lieutenants there.

I'd just seeing

a couple of the injuries -- I saw the firefighter
they brought in in cardiac arrest that was hit by
a civilian that jumped out of one of the
buildings.
At that point I still didn't know what
was going on with my fiancee.

I was calling her
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Nobody heard

anything at that point.
That whole time I had no idea what time
of day it was or anything like that.

They

removed me to Bellevue station at about 3:00.
From 3 until 5:30, as I said, I was acting as a
liaison between the emergency department and the
station.
My twin brother is also a paramedic at
Battalion 20.

He brought in a patient to

Bellevue, so I was talking to him for a while.
went back to the station.

I

I called my house to

see if there were any messages on the answering
machine, and there was a message from a nurse at
Brooklyn hospital saying my fiancee was at
Brooklyn Hospital.

She was okay.

She was being

kept for observation.
At that point I called her sister, and
her sister was already on her way over to
Brooklyn Hospital to see her.

So then I

approached the desk lieutenant at that time at
Bellevue, and I told him the situation.

He was

going to try to get me a ride back to Brooklyn,
but he said obviously it wouldn't be any time
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soon since the events were still unfolding down
at the World Trade Center.
I explained to my brother what had
happened.

He said fine.

So they just told me to

continue what I was doing and they would let me
know about a ride over to Brooklyn.

So I was

continuing acting as a liaison.
At one point I brought the
firefighter's equipment that had died back over
to the emergency department from the station
because his coworkers from the engine company
were there requesting his equipment.
While I was standing outside in the
emergency ambulance bay, I was talking to my
brother and another EMT -- I don't recall his
name at this time -- and I started experiencing
some chest pain and chest tightness, and I was
brought into the emergency room.
for angina and anxiety.

I was treated

I was subsequently

admitted to the cardiac care unit over night in
Bellevue, and I was released at about 6 in the
morning.
Just that's what happened to me on
September 11th.
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When you got in to Manhattan and you

parked down by Carlisle and West, do you recall
seeing anyone outside from Chief Goldfarb?

Do

you recall seeing any other EMS personnel around
there that you recognized, or fire personnel?
A.

Offhand?

down at that time.

Not offhand initially, not
There was a torso of a human

that was down over by the hotel by the front of
Liberty Street that they had blocked off, and I
saw a couple of police crime scene units there.
I saw a couple firefighters; I can't recall their
names or what engine or ladder company or
battalions they were from.

I didn't start seeing

EMS people until I got up to West and Vesey
Street.
I saw NY Cornell ambulances in front.
I saw Long Island College Hospital in front.

I

saw some Fire Department ambulances in front of
the hotel and tower one on West Street.

A whole

bunch of fire apparatus and police vehicles.

I

saw what looked like a Fire Department command
center.

I don't exactly know who was there.
Everybody had their turnout gear on.

So at that specific time, it was kind of hard to
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differentiate who had white shirt, light blue
shirts, you know, who was just wearing turnout
coats.
Like I said, I ended up seeing EMS
people from up here, Battalion 20, from New York
Hospital that I recognized, some names being
Craig Viscuti, Chris Attanasio and Roland Diaz
from up here at Battalion 20, Joe Fortis and Mike
Negron from up here at Battalion 20.
EMT by the name of Steven Hess.

I saw an

I believe he's

from Battalion 57 or the old Woodhall station
down in Brooklyn.
At that specific time, I don't remember
seeing any EMS lieutenants or captains, just
Chief Goldfarb at that time.

Other than that, I

really couldn't tell you any names.
Q.

You've basically covered everything we

were looking for.

Any thoughts or comments you'd

like to add, opinion?
A.

No, not really.

In that type of

situation other than the word "chaos" describing
it all, all in all everybody more or less did
what they were supposed to do.

The firefighters

did what they were supposed to do.

They were
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supposed to go in the building and try to rescue
the people from the fire floors, extinguish the
fires as best they can.

EMS people staging

outside, some in the lobbies of tower one and
tower two; I knew that.
I mean, other than the chaotic scene
that was going on, I would have to say everybody
more or less did what an emergency action plan
recommends with regards to a mess.

Obviously

nobody thought the buildings would fall.

That

was unexpected.
What was expected was firefighters were
going to go up to the floors, rescue civilians,
as many as they can, extinguish the fires, then
we would treat and transport.

Basically that was

the emergency action plan that was in effect, and
was what everybody expected to happen.

Nobody

expected the towers to fall.
So other than that, basically everybody
did what they were supposed to be doing.
the chaos, I'm actually surprised.

With

I was the

only one that was actually a little bonkers.
Q.

How's your fiancee?

A.

She's okay.

She's doing good.

She's
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She hasn't gone back to work

Her work actually relocated, but she hasn't

gone back to work yet.

But that's okay.

MR. RADENBERG:

Okay.

The time is now

0954, and the interview is concluded.
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Today's date is

The time is now 8:20

my name is Christine Bastedenbeck from

the New York City Fire Department.

I'm

conducting an interview this morning with
the following individual.
Please state your name.
LIEUTENANT DAVID:

Lieutenant Roy

David, emergency medical service.
MS. BASTEDENBECK:

Where are you

assigned?
LIEUTENANT DAVID:

Battalion 8,

Manhattan south.
MS. BASTEDENBECK:

Also present for the

interview is -MR. ECCLESTON:

Christopher Eccleston

of the New York City Fire Department.
Q.

Lieutenant David, can you tell us about

the events of September 11th, 2001, that morning.
A.

September 11th, 2001, at approximately

8:50 in the morning I was assigned to the
academy, the second week of an EMT refresher
course.
While on a break just in front of the
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academy, I was informed of an airplane crash into
the World Trade Center.

Subsequently this event

was confirmed, and we were informed that we would
be mobilized to the location.
There was a delay in obtaining vehicles
for us to leave in.

However, during that time

some members, both of the ALS refresher and of
the BLS refresher, were placed in ambulances,
equipped and dispatched to the location.

We then

were placed aboard one Fire Department bus and
two Transit Authority buses and in convoy, led by
Chief McFarland, we responded into Manhattan.
Upon arrival in Manhattan, we were
prestaged at a total of three locations prior to
getting into the work area.

The first one was

the Pearl Street side of One Police Plaza.
stayed there approximately 35 minutes.

We

The

second one was Broadway just north of Chambers
Street, half a block south of 26 Federal Plaza.
Then we wound up at Church and Worth.

There was

some concerns about the 26th Federal Plaza being
a potential hot spot, so we moved from there over
to Church and Worth.

That's an approximate.

it was on Church in the vicinity of Worth.

But
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Then we were brought into the -- excuse
.
me.

I have to request the name of that high

school, the one -Q.

Stuyvesant.

A.

Stuyvesant High School, which is just

to the west of West Street approximately two
blocks north of the site.
At that point all the members that were
on board the three buses were directed into the
high school to assist there and be dispatched to
other locations, and I was directed by an unknown
person at this time to report to the command post
to Chief Kowalczyk.
Upon arrival at the command post, Chief
Kowalczyk directed me over to 225 Broadway.
There in command of the medical treatment area,
which included doctors and nurses, was Chief
Charles Wells.

I was eventually brought back to

the command post by Charles Wells and then
redispatched back to that location.
When I was sent back to the location
the second time, I was armed with a list of units
that were to be released from the scene and
redeployed back into 911 due to the high call

R. DAVID

5

volume.
While I was in the process of releasing
those units and working it out with Captain Race
who was left in charge of the medical operation,
I was approached by a clergyman from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation who informed me that Fire
Department chaplain Father Mychal Judge had
expired and was in the Church and was in need of
transport.
I quickly grabbed one of the units that
I had that I was in the process of releasing and
directed them to pick up and move Father Judge.
When that was accomplished, I remained at the
medical post assisting and also assisting with
the move.

We transferred the operation from the

225 Broadway to the lobby of Pace University.
At Pace University we had -- we set
up -- I'm sorry, we set up in that lobby of that
building, the lobby and the actual whole first
floor.

There was a threat of collapse of

building number seven, so 225, we had to evacuate
it.
While operating at Pace University in
the lobby of the building, building number seven
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or tower seven did in fact collapse and create a
hazard on our side.
anybody.

But luckily we didn't lose

No one was injured as a result of it,

and we continued the operation.
I stayed there until approximately
11:00 at night, at which point I was brought back
to the command post and just assisted with some
miscellaneous tasks.

I probably left the scene

at 1:30, and I secured a ride out of there with
Chief James Martin.
Q.

Can you just give me a little more

detail when you approached about Father Judge?
A.

I was approached by, again, an unknown

priest from the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
since that was the jacket he was wearing, and he
stated to me that Father Judge had expired
approximately two hours ago.
When I went into the Church, in fact he
had been pronounced by Dr. Kelly sometime
earlier.

At this point they just wanted to

remove him up to his perish so that I guess he
could be prepared for the next step.
He appeared to have an injury, a heavy
bleeding injury to the left side of the rear of
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his head, and it was obvious that he was also
covered in debris, as his face and the rest of
his body was covered with just I guess crushed
mortar and brick matter.
Q.

So you picked him up from what church?

A.

I don't know the name of the Church.

It's on -- I'd have to refer to the map.
Q.

I'm not sure if that map covers

everything.
A.

Yeah, let me just see.

myself here.

Let me orient

It was St. Paul -- no.

St. Peter's

Church, which was on Barclay Street between
Church and Broadway.
Q.

So you assigned a unit there to --

A.

Well, there were several units there

that were operating supporting the medical unit
for transport.

As they were being released, this

is the time that I was approached by this priest
and asked for help.
A member from my command by the name of
Carpenter was on one of the units I believe like
an 8 Mary or something, perhaps an extra unit
that had been running for the day.

He was on

that unit, and he was the one that did the
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I can't recall who his partner was at

the time.
Q.

And then they removed Father Judge to

where?
A.

They removed Father Judge to his

parish, which is located on 31st Street.

It's

just opposite a fire station, I believe.
Q.

Engine Company 1?

A.

Yes.

Q.

That's where they left his body?

A.

Yes.

They took him there, and I

believe that's where they left him.
Q.

Do you have any other comments you'd

like to make at this time regarding the events
that morning?
A.

Anything you say is fine.

Okay.

My only concern was that -- and

again this is not a bad mark against anyone.

But

knowing that at any time the personnel in the
academy can be deployed, I think that the
department should provide buses or some other
type of mass people mover vehicles there,
deadlined, ready to be moved.

Because the only

thing that we had that we could depend on was a
few ambulances, and it just wasn't enough to move
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60, 70 people from the academy.
Q.

That's it?

Okay.

MS. BASTEDENBECK:

This concludes our

interview with Lieutenant Roy David.

We

thank you very much for your comments.
time now is 831 hours.

The
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Today's date is October

The time is 1220 hours.

This

is Christopher Eccleston of the Fire
Department of New York City.

I'm conducting

an interview with the following individual.
Please state your name, rank, assigned
command of the Fire Department of the City
of New York.
LIEUTENANT DAVILA:

Lieutenant Rene

Davila, shield number 328, lieutenant in
Battalion 04, Fire Department of New York.
MR. ECCLESTON:

Also present in the

room is.
MS. BASTEDENBECK:

Christine

Bastedenbeck of the New York City Fire
Department.
Q.

Lieutenant Davila, were you assigned

World Trade disaster on September llth, 2001?
A.

I was assigned or I put myself on

assignment immediately after I heard the
transmission of the plane hitting the tower.
Q.

Can you tell me about the events of

that day?
A.

Okay.

R . DAVILA
Q.

Start from the top.

A.

Actually just prior to the plane

hitting tower one, I was in the office
communicating with Lieutenant Bill Melarango.

I

just happened to be standing over the desk when I
heard one of my units, "01 Charlie," put a
priority message over the frequency stating that
the plane just hit the tower.

Seconds later I

heard another one of my units, "01 Adam," yelling
the same thing.
I immediately put myself on the
assignment.

I ran out, jumped in the vehicle,

starting responding.

When I got over to Rutgers

and South Street, I was able to see the building.
I saw a big hole, what appeared to me at that
time to have been a fire or probably secondary to
an explosion.

I confirmed there was an incident.

I couldn't confirm it was a plane because I
didn't see the plane.
Immediately I confirmed the incident.
I was over the citywide frequency.
started calling for resources.

Basically I

I told them

immediately to alert the senior staff.

I told

them to get the MERV rolling, start sending all
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available units to that location.

Being around

during the bombing, I basically knew we had an
incident which was going to generate a great many
patients.
I couldn't tell you exactly what floor
it was.

I couldn't tell you how many floors were

gone but there was a good portion of the building
that was definitely destroyed.

So I knew we had

some casualties and fatalities.
Responding now
to talk about?

--

what do you want me

Do you want me to talk about

personal feelings too?
Q.

Sure.

Everything.

A.

Well, as far as I feel, a lot of

personal feelings came.
thought about

--

Personally I always

you know you see that guy on 911

or something like that and he's a hero or
something and he's a big shot or whatever.
know for myself
else

--

--

I

I can't speak for somebody

yeah, I'm going to be like that.

Well, I

was given the opportunity to be that guy, and I
immediately did not want it.
As I'm driving, I'm driving and I'm
also talking on the frequency.

But I remember
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that coming through my mind.

I also thought of

Lieutenant Tony Torres, first of all because he's
from the battalion, second of all because he's
Hispanic, but next he was the first responding
supervisor to the bombing at the World Trade
Center towers.
Going through all those thoughts and
stuff also, I started trying to think
logistically, trying to think of how we were
taught.

Preplans, I don't even know if they

existed since the merger.

However, I still think

that way.
So when I traveled down there, I was
trying to go ahead and get down there where I
could get down by Vesey Street.

Vesey, as far as

I remember, is the preplan for our staging area.
I remember I ran down, I came down
around across by Beekman Hospital and made a
right over on Beekman Street and went up.
a couple turns across Broadway.

I did

I ended up

coming down Vesey.
Right over here, right before the union
is normally where we would have set up staging,
but it appears when the towers got hit that a lot
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o f d e b r i s a l r e a d y was i n t h a t s t r e e t a n d i n t h a t
area.

A l o t o f d e b r i s was f l y i n g a r o u n d t h e r e ,

and i t d e f i n i t e l y w a s n ' t ,
area t o s e t a staging.

i f anything,

a safe

Plus I noticed t h a t a l l

t h e o t h e r a p p a r a t u s a n d s t u f f was s t i l l
c o n t i n u i n g on o v e r t o West S t r e e t .
So I c o n t i n u e d on t o West S t r e e t , made
a left-hand turn,

and I s e t t h e f i r s t

a n d command p o s t b a s i c a l l y
Street.

--

--

staging

y o u ' v e g o t West

I was on t h e e a s t s i d e o f West S t r e e t .

I was s e t t i n g s t a g i n g o f my u n i t s ,

a n d I h a d my

command r i g h t o v e r h e r e , p r e t t y much a d j a c e n t t o
t h e r e s c u e t h a t was r u n n i n g i n t o t o w e r o n e .
Q.

T h a t ' s where you p a r k e d y o u r v e h i c l e

A.

T h a t ' s where I o r i g i n a l l y p a r k e d my

then?

vehicle.
Q.

Can you j u s t i n d i c a t e t h a t by a number

1 on t h e map?
A.

T r a d e C e n t e r o n e , T r a d e C e n t e r two.

I ' l l b e l i k e number 1.
Q.

So you p a r k e d y o u r v e h i c l e t h e r e .

A.

Right.

Q.

And you t r i e d t o e s t a b l i s h a command

So
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post there?
A.

That's what I had given directions.

Right behind, right on the other side of the
median there was the bus of 01 Charlie.

I

couldn't see my other unit, 01 Adam, which later
I found out they were actually on Liberty Street.
A couple other voluntaries were
starting to arrive at that time, but I remember
going over to 1 Charlie because they were my
unit.

I went to the back of the vehicle.

had about six

--

They

is my language permissive?

Q.

Whatever you want to say.

A.

This is exactly the way I talk.
I ran to the back of the vehicle, and I

said, "What the fuck you got?"

No, I saw the

patient in the back of the vehicle.
people with difficulty breathing.
02.

I saw some

Nobody was on

I didn't see no amputation or anything at

that point.
I already knew that there was that type
of patient coming out, because when I first went

84 on the scene and advised citywide, one or two
people leaving the tower, I'd seen a couple of
amputations.

I'd seen a couple body parts in the
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street coming towards that location.
I saw people coming completely burnt at
me where their clothes were singed off with
burns, probably from one to fourth degree going
down into the bone.

They were walking to me, and

I was immediately going, "Walking wounded, you go
down that way across the street."
I went in the back of 1 Charlie.
said, "Do your patients walk?"

I

He said, "Yeah."

"Tell them to get the fuck out and run that way."
At that time I told him to close the door to the
vehicle and pull every triage tag that they had
available.

I started just yelling at them,

"Triage, triage, triage."
Then as the other units were responding
in, all I was telling them is
like

--

patient.

--

they were

everybody was trying to run to grab a
I said absolutely not.

I think that

was one of the most difficult things I had.

In

fact, right now today, I was talking at roll call
to people about triage and the importance of
triage.

I said, "Triage, triage, triage."
There were a couple AMR units there.

think the next unit I saw was a St. Vincent's

I
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paramedic unit, and the same thing again.
They're serious.

I don't care.

Triage, triage,

triage.
At that time I went ahead and I noticed
already I was losing my voice.
crew of 1 Charlie.

I grabbed the

I knew these two guys.

I

told both of them to stick to me like glue.
of them was the staging officer.

One

The other one

had to stay with me because he was going to be my
voice.

Just in case I lost my voice completely,

at least I was able to talk through him and he
would have been able to communicate for me.
The onset from the time I was basically
trying to grab a hold to try to get an ICS system
operating.

I knew senior staff was responding.

I have to be honest, when I first got there, the
first thing I did was get out of my vehicle and
look to see if I saw another light blue shirt.

I

was hoping somebody else got there before me.
That's what I was actually hoping.

But no, to my

dismay, there was no one else there.
Q.

Who did you make this staging officer?

A.

The staging officer was EMT Alex

Loutsky.
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Q.

Who was the other

A.

As a matter of fact, you'll probably

see him.

--

He's in the press paper.

He's

downstairs too.
Q.

Who was the person that stayed with

A.

He was the one that just went out ill,

you?

secondary probably to this, Ralph Ramos.
Again just trying to get a hold of the
whole situation.
thing.

At that point I remember one

St. Vincent's unit had some people in

their vehicle they were going to transport, and I
said, "You're not going anywhere.
triaging."

You're

I knew the importance of triage at

that time until we got some more resources.
In between that I'm trying to transmit
basically what's going on.

I can't really

remember much of my words except basically I was
given them the access and advising that we have
clear access to the location from both sides of
West Street.

I knew that was clear on both

sides, whatever they could get in from that
location.
There was debris all in the air, and I
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remember I mentioned at one time this is a hard
hat operation.
Then as I'm communicating I catch from
my peripheral vision on the right

--

I didn't

even think about it hitting the building.

I'm

just basically like what the hell is he doing
there.

Before I knew it, he disappeared behind

the building, and bingo, there was an explosion.
I remember yelling over the frequency, however I
communicated, a secondary explosion in the second
building.

At that time I remember I repeated

over and over, because I had debris hit my
helmet, "This is a hard hat situation, a hard hat
operation, a hard hat operation."
I looked around me, and everybody like
maybe stopped for a few seconds like, whoa.

I

can honestly say that it didn't stop the
operation from moving in the direction that it
was moving at that particular time.

Everybody

kind of appeared to still continue doing what
they were doing.

The firefighters were still

loading into the building, except that now
they're starting to run over to tower two.
A little while right after that, I
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started seeing a couple light blue shirts come
in.

I don't remember the lieutenant's name.

Lieutenant Mann was one of them from operations I
remember seeing.

Then I saw Lieutenant

Terranova.
Q.

Ross?

A.

Ross he's here now.

I came over to Chief Gombo.

And Chief Gombo.
I still speak about

this, because the look that he gave me

--

he

looked at me with his mouth open, and I looked at
him the same way.

I handed him my clipboard with

the units that I had there to start.

It was

basically like the command was turned over with
very little communication.

It was just like this

is it.
He knows I knew the area, and he asked
me what was in the other side of the building.
I'm like a little rattled.

I think Loutsky or

Ralph, because these guys follow directions, I
told them to stay with me like glue.

Every time

I turned around, I bumped heads with them.
They told me Church and Fulton.
and Fulton was told to Chief Gombo.

Church

He said,

"You go ahead and start operations over there and

R
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We s e n t 1 C h a r l i e ,

g e t t h e vehicle over t h e r e . "
i n t h e i r bus,

came b a c k o v e r h e r e ,

on Vesey g o i n g

o v e r t o Church a n d F u l t o n r i g h t h e r e i n f r o n t o f
t h e Millennium.
Q.

Did y o u r v e h i c l e go t h e r e a l s o ?

A.

Yeah.

s t a r t e d going.
jumps

--

well,

I g o t i n my v e h i c l e ,

However,

and I

on t h e way t h e r e a body

I t h i n k I drove over a couple of

b o d i e s and s t u f f l i k e t h a t .
A n o t h e r w a l k i n g body jumped i n f r o n t o f
my v e h i c l e .

T h a t happened t o b e C a p t a i n S t o n e .

He was l i k e ,

"Stop!"

just

--

Fulton."
I said,

He r a n f r o m somewhere a n d

"Where you g o i n g ? "
He s a i d ,

I said,

"Church a n d

" I n e e d you t o t a k e me h e r e . "

" C h i e f Gombo t o l d me t o go a h e a d . "

said,

" I t o l d you t o f u c k i n g t a k e me h e r e . "

said,

"Okay.

You're going t h e r e .

He
I

You're going

there. "
I p u t him i n t h e v e h i c l e a n d b r o u g h t

him o v e r t o t h e command p o s t ,

g o t my v e h i c l e

t u r n e d b a c k a r o u n d , a n d I made i t t o Church a n d
Fulton.
Q.

map ?

T h a t ' s i n d i c a t e d by number 2 on t h e
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A.

Right.
Church and Fulton, I tell you, when we

first got there, it took longer than it would
take normally to get there.

There were lamp

posts in the street.

There was all kinds of

metal on the street.

There's soot about two feet

high in different areas throughout the street.
There's bodies.

There's been a couple of bodies

and people still coming out.
Of course now we're being approached by
PD and everything:

I have a patient here.

got a patient there.
handle it.

I've

I'm telling them, "I can't

Tell them to run and go that way.

Tell them to go that way."
What we started doing is right in front
of the Millennium, started to direct walking
wounded to go over up Fulton Street, and the ones
that needed oxygen, things of that nature, we

-

were setting up over here in this area.
Already by that time now I started
getting more resources.
paramedics show up.
there.

Lieutenant

I saw the Cabrini

I had a lot of AMR units
came.

R
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right.

Now,

you want t o h e a r p e r s o n a l

feelings?

I ' l l g i v e you p e r s o n a l f e e l i n g s .

know w h a t ,

she could be a f a n t a s t i c person, b u t
I think t h i s

t h e y d o n ' t have f i e l d e x p e r i e n c e .
i s very important,

You

because a couple i n c i d e n t s

happened.
I went o v e r a n d I s e e L o u t s k y ,

walk o v e r .

F i r s t o f a l l , s h e was t h e r e .

a captain, t h e highest ranking.

and I
She was

But I s t i l l f e l t

t h a t I was i n c h a r g e o f t h a t o p e r a t i o n a n d I f e l t

i t c a l l i n g me t o t h a t .
I h a d my u n i t 1 C h a r l i e , a n d I s e e

Alex.

By t h a t t i m e w e ' v e g o t AMR,

l o a d i n g t h e AMR b u s e s .

They were p a r k e d ,

t h e y were p a r k i n g a l l o v e r .
structure.

and w e ' r e
and

T h e r e was no

So what w e ' r e d o i n g i s w e ' r e b l o c k i n g

t h a t a c c e s s and e g r e s s o u t of t h a t l o c a t i o n .
T h e r e was no s t r u c t u r e .
The same t h i n g w i t h my v o l u n t a r y u n i t s
t h a t were coming t h e r e .

They h a d 9 1 1 t r a i n i n g .

T h e y ' r e a b l e t o go a h e a d a n d t r e a t t h e p a t i e n t
accordingly.

However, no i d e a o f t h e i n c i d e n t
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command system, staging or about getting in,
getting out.
When I started doing AMR, I started to
tell Loutsky, "Load all the minor injuries and
stuff in there.

Get them and just tell them to

take the bus over to Brooklyn."
load the hospitals in Manhattan.
over to fucking Brooklyn.

I didn't want to
Shoot the bus

Just get them out of

the way, because they were in the way.

That was

the bottom line.
But I see Loutsky at one time with a
clipboard, and he's trying to take names of
people that are fucking hysterical.
"What the fuck are you doing?"

I said,

He said, "The

captain told me to do tracking and take names."
Tracking is fine when you've got 10 patients and
20 patients and maybe even 50 patients, but I've
got two fucking 110-story buildings emptying out
in front of me and I've got a captain telling me
do tracking.
So I told him, "Fuck what the captain
said.

I'm in charge, and I'm telling you forget

about names and forget about fucking numbers.
Just load them in the bus and get them out of
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here. "
If I 'm wrong, you write me up, and I'll
go see your guys in BITS.
Fuck it.

But you know what?

I thought that was

--

and I told her

afterwards when we did that interview for Third
Watch.

I made it a little joke.

-

I had to be a

-

little respectful, but I had to go ahead and
explain that.

The sector was starting to get

formed

--

--

we had like the sector.

I had

=

again, people from opera~ions

is a very nice guy.

People in operations,

they're not used to the fucking street or to
reality.

He came in and all of a sudden he

started talking on the radio.

I said,

what the fuck you doing talking on the radio?"
Gombo don't got time to hear that shit.
the big one.
assignment.

We got an assignment.

This is

You do the

Bottom line, get the patients out.

Maybe down the line you get calmed down.

Then

you start playing here's the command system.
Bottom line is you've been trained to
do this; you go ahead and do it.

I'm pissed off

a little now about it after the fact.

Then you
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didn't have the time.
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It was just like what the

fuck are you doing?
So I came out and said, "You want
command?

Here, use my radio.

we need to react.

Take command.

But

Somebody needs to be the

treatment officer.

You're a medic.

the treatment officer."

I gave you

Bottom line, I didn't

want to go ahead and pull I'm the senior
lieutenant, whatnot.

It wasn't time for that.

These are some of my feelings, because
if they're going to do anything about this,
people need to remember the old way we used to do
it in EMS that, you know what, the senior
lieutenant is the one in charge until the next
person of rank comes in, in that nature.
The bottom line is get the patients
out.

Triage and get the patients out of the

goddamn way.

That's the bottom way.

way I was taught.

That's the

That's the way Chief Goldfarb

taught me back in the old days.

This is the way

you do MCI, this is the way you do it, get it
done.

Guys like Captain Stern and Jeff

Armstrong.

All these guys, they did MCIs, not

the playing and fucking around on the radio,

R . DAVILA
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talking about I've got this and that, because you
know what?

You got thousands of people coming.
By now I'm watching people jump out of

windows.

It's not like when I saw them jump six,

seven or eight out of the Shomberg Plaza up in
Harlem.

They were jumping now one, two, three,

four, smashing like fucking eggs on the ground.
People were getting hit by bodies falling.
These guys were talking about write
down names.

I was like, you're fucking out of

your mind.
(Interruption.)
A.
running.

Again, the system was starting to get
I remember Duane Walker.

is one of the division supply guys.

Duane Walker
He came and

brought extra tanks of 02, starting unloading
those in the sector.

I remember asking somebody

to try to tape off areas over here in front of
the Millennium, because you had the lobby, you
had the lobby was here in the corner, and I was
telling the walking wounded to go that way.
We had people with all kinds of
injuries.

A lot of the primary injuries that we

were getting originally was nothing but
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hysterical patients,

a l o t of h y s t e r i c a l .

I

remember one guy a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t went i n t o a
g r a n d ma1 s e i z u r e a n d s t u f f l i k e t h a t ,
p u l l e d me o v e r t h e r e .
looked.

I said,

and t h e y

T h i s guy i s down a n d I

"He's having a s e i z u r e .

Just

s t a y a r o u n d him a n d make s u r e h e d o e s n ' t g e t
hurt.

Bye. "
We were s t a r t i n g t o g e t p e o p l e moving.

A g a i n , we were u s i n g AMR.
f o u r buses t h e r e ,

They h a d l i k e t h r e e o r

i f I ' m correct.

I know a b o u t

two o f them b e f o r e t h e c o l l a p s e happened I was
a b l e t o g e t o u t , l o a d them up a n d g e t them o u t o f
here.
Now,

something t h a t r e a l l y fucks w i t h

me a l o t i s L i l l o .

L i l l o came up t o me a n d s a i d ,

" L i e u t e n a n t , my w i f e i s i n t h e b u i l d i n g . "
like,

"Oh, what a r e you s a y i n g ?

saying?"

What a r e you

I d o n ' t e v e n know h i s w i f e .

o t h e r w i f e t h a t worked t h e same j o b ,
know h i s new l a d y .

"Okay,

I'm

I knew h i s

but I don't

do me a f a v o r .

Help

me o u t h e r e a n d i f I s e e h e r I ' l l d i r e c t you t o
her. "
We were j u s t w o r k i n g a l o n g .
were p u l l i n g my c o a t ,

People

" T h i s one i s more s e r i o u s .
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I've got to go."

Tag them.
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We get a bus, we

throw them in.
I remember one guy was laying down.

He

had an open chest wound about the size of my fist
in his right chest.
what was coming.
downhill.

I kept on looking.

I knew

I knew he was going to go

He had that look in his eye like

wasn't even talking.

he

--

He was going into shock.

All of a sudden you heard the rumble
and people yelling and screaming.
you see

You look and

I didn't see the top of the building.

--

I didn't see the top of tower two.
started.

You felt like the ground

The collapse
--

it was like

a deep sound, rumble; like you're laying on the
platform and the D train is coming.
you see what

--

You look and

I best describe it as a wave

coming.
I started running in my direction.
started running into the hotel.
knocked me.

Something

I don't know whether it was

--

Q.

The Millennium?

A.

We were in front of the Millennium.

I'm talking going in through the lobby.
Q.

Okay.

I
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A.

Something knocked me down.

I don't

know if something hit my helmet or whether it was
a force.
get up.

I got down, and I thought I've got to
By the time I got up, it was like

[sound] I'm overcome by black and I'm running in
the building in this black, and I'm running and
I'm running and I'm running.
The next thing I know, I see a little
light, and I follow that light.

I run in there,

and I find I'm in an office, and I close the
door.

I close the door and then I start walking,

and I'm panicked, I'm panicked.

I lost it.

I

lost it for a few minutes in here.
In this room there's nothing but
computers, maybe five, six computers, and phones.
As I'm in there, this force is still coming
through the cracks of the door.
and I saw a water fountain.

I see some coats

So I wet them, and I

wet them and I stuff them under.

I'm like

walking back and forth, "I'm a medic.
medic.
you do?

I'm not a fucking firefighter.
What do you do?

I'm a
What do

What do you do?"

I went to one of the computers for a
minute.

I thought I'd go on AOL or something and
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call for help.
doing?"

I was like, "What the hell am I

I was in a dead end.

out of that office.
fuck did you do?

There was no way

I'm now going, "What the

You idiot.

There's no way out.
here."
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You ran out.

You're going to die in

It was getting real difficult for me to

breathe in there, the dust, and there was no air
transmitting across.
There was a bunch of debris.
to get out.
here."

I tried

I said, "I've got to get out of

I've got one of those little super lights

from Gauls magazine.
It's pretty bright.

Better than a mag light.
It wasn't bright enough.

Could you excuse me a minute?
MR. ECCLESTON:

We'll stop the tape at

12:47.
(Pause.)
MR. ECCLESTON:

We're continuing this

interview at 12:49.
A.
was.

I was in this office or whatever it

I went ahead

some of it

--

--

I opened up the door, and

the noise had settled.

you heard distant sounds.
get out of here.

However,

I said let me try to

I opened up.

It's pitch-,
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pitch-, pitch-black.
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The only light was inside

the door.
I grabbed this mag light, and I said
maybe if I could make it out through this
corridor or whatever I walk through I'll hit some
light and I'll get the hell out of here.

I've

got this light and I'm feeling myself through the
wall.

With the flashlight you could only see

probably less than a foot.
I'm feeling.

All of a sudden I am

walking and walking and I find myself inside an
elevator.

That's when I realized this is the

wrong thing to do, because it could be the
elevator is not here and I'm going to end up
falling down the shaft.
So I tried to get back.
while to find myself back.
gagging for air.
that door.

It took me a

By now I'm really

I get back in, and I close back

When I got in there, now it's a

different feeling.

It's a feeling of this is it,

I bought the bullet, I'm going to die.

I have to

honestly say, all of a sudden from the panic that
I was at it was just like a warmth.
do?

What do you

R
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I p i c k e d up t h e
I c a l l e d my w i f e .

She d o e s n ' t r e a l l y work t o o f a r .
and I ' m t h i n k i n g
hysterical.
the office,
" I saw i t . "

--

I called her,

i f s h e a n s w e r s t h e phone

I g o t t h e s e c r e t a r y o r somebody i n

-

a n d s h e was on t h e p h o n e .

She s a i d ,

Her o f f i c e i s up a t 250 Church.

They viewed t h e whole t h i n g .

She knows I work

t h i s a r e a a n d t h e whole n i n e y a r d s .

-

I'm s a i d ,

You c o u l d h e a r h e r y e l l i n g on

he

o t h e r s i d e o f t h e phone w i t h p e o p l e f r o m 9 1 1 .

I'm s a i d ,
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I don't know how much time goes by
between those periods, but there still wasn't the
second collapse.

I come out.

I push out some of

the rubble and stuff like that.

I started seeing

a little light, which turned out to be the lobby.
I came out in the lobby, and it's destroyed.

I

couldn't go out the way I came in through the
lobby.

I came out through the side door on

Fulton Street.

I'm covered in soot.

I come out.

It was terrible when I got

there and we set up all of this and how I drove
there.

There were people on the ground.

There

was debris morbidly all over.
I was devastated.

I was like relieved

that I got out of that building, but I was like
look at this.
then.

The radio was basically quiet

If you heard anything, it was

point-to-point communications.

You heard some

maydays and you hear people yelling for help, 13.
I'm like walking like the (inaudible),
and I met up with this kid Ramos.

And we hugged
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and we kissed.

I told him, "What we can't do

alone we can do together.

We'll get the fuck out

of here. "
He goes (inaudible). I said, "Ramos?"
He said, "What?"

I said, "I left my wallet and

my refund check in the fucking vehicle.

I don't

think Uncle Sam is going to give me another
refund check."
Q.

At this point was your vehicle lost?

A.

Basically all we to do is go around the

building, came around.

But it took longer than

usual because you're walking in like this shit.
Like you move and it's this soot like heavy dust.
While we're walking I realize that we
only have two people.
seats are covered.

The

I've still got my bag.

hold it like a trophy.
basketballs.

I see my vehicle.

I

Like people collect

I haven't touched

--

whatever the

force was, it was so strong that it went inside
of the bag.
But we were there.
destroyed.
Q.

Was it on fire?

A.

What?

Vehicle 219 was
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Q.

Was it on fire?

A.

Fire?

We saw the sucker blow up.

We

heard "Boom!" We were walking up Fulton Street.
I don't know how far we made it up when someone
says, "The building's coming down."

By the time

I realized, it's a repeat.
We were running, and I looked back and
it seems like the sides of the street were
getting narrower.
wave.

The sound got louder and the

I remember we separated one time and Ramos

wanted to go down into the train station.
said, "No fucking way.

We're out here.

ventilation, we're definitely dead."

I

Without

I said, "If

I'm going to die, I'm going to die with a
fighting chance."
We held hands, and we were running.
The next thing we know, [sound]. When it covers
you, it's silent.

Ramos was just a little

slightly like (inaudible). I couldn't see him.
I tell him

--

I always have a handkerchief; it's

an old Spanish thing.
I wrapped it around.

I had my handkerchief, and
I told Ramos the same

thing.

I said, "Wrap something around your

mouth.

Keep the soot and stuff out and just
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breathe shallow.

Just take enough oxygen,

because you don't want to breathe all this dust."
If anything that was comical, the human
body

--

or maybe I'm just a fucking nut.

Things

that happened, because we're walking and Ramos
says, "Lieutenant."
want?"

I'm like, "What the fuck you

You could hear each other and that's it.

He said, "I lost my radio."
going to die.
fucking radio.

We're dying.

We're

This guy is telling me he lost his
I said, "Remind me if we make it

through this, and I'll fucking write you up."
The next thing you hear (knock), my
helmet hits

--

I still don't know what it is.

I'm assuming it was a lamppost or something.
That's when I told Ramos this is not going to
work, we're not going to make it.
were holding on together.

We decided we

We held together,

baby.
We moved over to the right, and we felt
along through the buildings.

Along through the

building, all the businesses must have been
locked up after the first impact, because all the
businesses were closed.
walking.

We're walking and

R
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I happened t o c a t c h a l i t t l e l i g h t .

T h e r e was a g l a s s i n a c l e a n e r .

I ' m banging,

"Open t h e f u c k up o r I ' m k i c k i n g t h i s s h i t i n . "
Nobody w a n t e d i t k i c k e d i n b e c a u s e a l l t h a t s h i t

w i l l come i n .

They opened u p .

came i n t h e r e

--

We r a n i n .

We

what t u r n e d o u t t o b e a Subway

store.
T h e r e were a bunch o f p e o p l e i n t h e r e .
I was happy t o s e e them;

us.

t h e y were happy t o s e e

I h a v e t o h o n e s t l y s a y t h a t t h a n k God f o r

t h o s e p e o p l e and t h e s i t u a t i o n I t h o u g h t o f ,
b e c a u s e t h e y were l o o k i n g a t u s b e c a u s e we were
i n uniform.

"Us" i s me a n d Ramos.

Ramos i s

l o o k i n g a t me b e c a u s e I ' m t h e l i e u t e n a n t .

So

t h a t t o o k away t h e p a n i c f r o m me, a n d r e l i v i n g
this it's,

okay,

I ' m Lieutenant Davila,

I ' v e got

t o be a l e a d e r .
So I remember
"Who's t h e b o s s ? "
hand.
York,

I said,

--

I go a n d I y e l l o u t ,

An o r i e n t a l guy r a i s e s h i s

"Well, by o r d e r o f t h e C i t y o f New

I ' m t h e b o s s now.

Go i n y o u r r e g i s t e r ,

y o u r money, p u t i t i n y o u r p o c k e t . "
everybody s t e p back,

get

Then I t o l d

a n d I t o l d anybody who t r i e d

t o open up t h e d o o r I was g o i n g t o k i c k t h e i r

R

ass.

.

DAVI LA

I g o t everybody t o t h e back of t h e s t o r e .
I remember I t o l d t h e man

two guys t h a t were w i l l i n g t o h e l p .
" J u s t g e t some s t u f f ,

--

t h e r e was

I said,

s t u f f i t under t h e door and

t r y t o keep a s much d e b r i s , o r w h a t e v e r ,

coming

in. "
I d i d n ' t know what was g o i n g o n .

I

know t h e f i r s t b u i l d i n g f e l l a n d t h e r e was s h i t
a l l o v e r , a n d I know t h e s e c o n d one f e l l a n d we
were c l o s e r t o i t .

I have t o h o n e s t l y s a y a f t e r
I t h o u g h t t h e r e was a c h a n c e

t h e f i r s t plane h i t ,
o f me d y i n g .

A f t e r t h a t f i r s t c o l l a p s e a n d I was

i n t h a t building,

I t h o u g h t I was d e a d .

i t t h r o u g h t h a t a n d I ' m l i k e , oh,
I t e l l you,

I ' v e had,

unbelievable,

fuck.

the feelings,

you know w h a t ,

I made

again, t h a t

false pride i s

t h i n g s t h a t we h a v e t o go t h r o u g h ,

his i s

w h a ~I ' m ~ h i n k i n ga b o u ~ . B U L

I was t h i n k i n g o f m y s e l f a s a c o r p s e a l r e a d y .

Lieutenant Davila d i e d i n t h e l i n e of duty.

R
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I kept t h e s e people i n t h e back.

They're a l l hysterical.
Stop i t .

I ' m like,

You c a n ' t c o n t r o l t h i s .

make i t t o g e t h e r .
t e l l i n g them,

"Shut up.
Let's t r y t o

Save t h e o x y g e n . "

I was

"Nobody move w i t h o u t me knowing

where y o u ' r e g o i n g . "
You know what was t h e f u n n i e s t t h i n g ?
I e n d e d up t a k i n g o f f my t u r n o u t c o a t .

I took it

a n d I t h r e w i t o v e r t h e c o u n t e r . The C h i n e s e guy
came a n d t o o k my t u r n o u t c o a t a n d p u l l e d i t on
the floor.
He s a i d ,

I ' m like,

"Food,

"What t h e f u c k you d o i n g ? "

food."

I ' m like,

t h e r e ' s soot a l l over t h i s s h i t . "

"Fucking food,
Now I ' m mad.

I t o o k my f u c k i n g t h i n g a n d I p u t i t b a c k o v e r

it.

"Fuck you,

you j e r k . "

.
the refrigerator,

I made him open up

g e t b o t t l e s of water,

give it

t o t h e people t o drink.
We were i n t h e r e f o r a w h i l e .

The t i m e

p e r i o d t h a t we were i n t h e r e I r e a l l y d o n ' t know.
I would p r o b a b l y s a y maybe 2 0 m i n u t e s o r s o l i k e

R . DAVILA
that.
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Then all of a sudden we start seeing the

lights start flickering.
So what I did was I told them to open
up the door and I came out.

I came out just to

look and see what's going on there.
seeing some people up in the corner.
clearer.

I started
It was much

I guess that's where the avenue opened

up, West Broadway, where it was opening up.

I

think Chase Manhattan Bank is over here.
So what I did was I came back in there.
I saw a couple ambulances and stuff.

I asked the

Oriental guy, "Do you have any towels?"
"Yeah."

I said, "Everybody grab a towel.

it around your face."
hands.

He said,
Wrap

I had everybody holding

I had about 18, 20 people in there.

I

had everybody hold hands, and I just had them go
out the side of the building and just head east.
We came up here, and it was me and
Ramos.

We came out to sunlight, I saw Bruce

Medjuck there.

I think I saw Pat Scaringello.

Then we started hearing the radio:
Battery Park or Chambers and West."
just sounds and it was horrible.
horrible.

"Stage in
It would be

It sounded

I really thought that we had

--

EMS
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would have a lot more casualties than what it
was, because I didn't see them.

The thought was

devastating.
Then, I forgot, Amy Monroe showed up at

he s ~ a g i n garea

Bill Melarango.
to be commended.

We came in and had to be there.

-

Bill was a station boss.
absence.

These people need

She was out on leave of

Then she shows up in a crisp white

uniform.

When I got up there, my concern was for
Bill, Amy and Alex.

BUL me and Ramos wenL nuLs going
looking for them.
found Alex.

Walking back over there, we

He's okay.

never found Bill.

We never found Amy.

We

We went back there looking for

them and looking for them and couldn't find them.
We thought maybe we lost them.
So again it was me and Ramos.
know, I go to the right guy.

You

I said, well, okay,

we've got to regroup.

I hear this going on

and we begin walking.

We walked down to Beekman.

--

R . DAVILA
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Beekman was set up pretty nicely.
patients and stuff like that.

We waited for

There were a

couple of patients, but not what they were
preparing for.

That was really like

--

I started

thinking, we ain't getting the numbers.
The force of this was so great that
there was debris and soot all the way down past
South Street.
So I had to do something.
I called it war then.

We're there.

It's really war now.

I

said, like, okay, I've got to deal with this.
What will you do?

What am I going to do?

I

started meeting a couple of people straggling
out, some of St. Vincent's units.

I'm going,

okay, I'm the only one here with any authority.
So they were helping out at the
hospital, and I told them to continue.
them what they were doing.
couple patients there.

I asked

They just brought a

Then one or two of them,

their partners were missing, so they were just
cross-eyed.

I got them in the room, calmed them

down, take it easy.
I found this guy Duane Walker, the
equipment guy, here.

Basically I'm like, "Come
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on, fellows."

I got Lawrence from

communications.
getting them.

I don't know how he ended up

He ended up there with civilian

clothes and a shield.

I said, "You're going to

stay with us too."
Q.

Do you know what his last name is?

A.

No.

I know he's an EMT for

for communications.

--

he works

(Inaudible). He was there.

Ashby, you know about Ashby; right?
Q.

Yes.

A.

I found out that there was

the name of the place now.
time.

I forgot

I go there all the

But right down Fulton Street

is further down.

--

--

okay, this

Down by Beekman, down by Fulton

and Pearl there's a nursing facility, and they
work in conjunction with New York Downtown.

I

heard they were starting a triage and the
treatment center over there.
I took a walk down there to see how
they were doing.
over there.

I spoke to one of the doctors

Basically what the doctor at that

time told me was that they needed some saline and
tubing for eye washing stuff.
So I walked back to hospital 01.

I
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wasn't going to bring that equipment back over
there, because I knew I had to get back to an EMS
command.

I had to make a decision, I was going

to the Battery or I'm going to West and Chambers.
So I told them and I got the Cabrini people to go
ahead and bring them their supplies.

I did that.

Finally I was trying to decide which
way I'm going to go, and my decision was I'm
going to West and Chambers.

My real reason for

going to West and Chambers is because I knew my
wife was on Church, and in walking I had to go by
there, it's just a block by.

I actually went by

and said I'm here, I'm alive.
Then I left and headed to the command
post at West and Chambers.
was pretty calm.

Everything down there

Actually it took a little while

to get to West and Chambers and stuff like that
still.

You're meeting up with people.

I found

out they had a little staging area already.
That's where I met up with Captain Parra.
MR. ECCLESTON:

Rene Davila on October

12th, 2001, continuation on side two.
A.

Actually prior to meeting up with Parra

on Greenwich, after we started crossing Church
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the other way, I ended up meeting academy
personnel.

I met up with a bunch of people from

the academy.

Captain Gio Pineda was there with a

couple other people.
I guess I must have been rowdy because
they came both to me and Ramos and looked at us
and said, "Come on, get in the bus, I'm not going
on no bus.

I've got to go work and everything

else. "
Then the news media started.

They

found out that I was there, that I was in the
Marriott and the first boss there.
was there.

--

And Travis

Not the captain, the lieutenant.

Q.

Barry Travis?

A.

Yeah.

that's okay

And Maggiure
--

--

the news media

I walked away from them.

That's when everyone went by and I saw Fern and I
started heading towards West and Chambers and

I
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I made it back to West and Chambers.
That was a good sight.

It was a good sight to

see all the firefighters and all the firemen and
seeing buses from like counties I never heard of.
It must have been a couple hours already that
passed by.
Then I made it to Stuyvesant School.
Again, I'm not

--

me and Ramos stuck together.

I

went there and I said I'm not staying and sitting
in an auditorium.

Then I was looking for
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something to do.
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I know I was part of it and I

wanted to do more.

I saw the itch in these poor

kids that got there, and they wanted to do
something.

They were keeping them locked in

--

you know why they should have had them standing
outside.

They were dying.
I remember I made it back out to the

street and stuff again, and Chief McCracken came
up to me.

Chief McCracken saw me, and he said,

"I thought you were dead.
That was it.

We talked.

It's good to see you."
We did it facing

everybody hanging out there.

That's all there

was.
I'm sti 1 looking for Amy and Bill.
finally started

--

at the hospital.
that.

I

somebody told me that Amy was
I'll tell you a story about

I don't care how unofficial that is, I

(inaudible) on that one.

Somebody saw Bill, so I

felt a lot better.
Everybody took to their high horse and
shit.

-

I have to say that when I got to the

command, I see Kowalczyk and everybody looked

like they're gummy bears, full of dust, and he
was in his crisp white shirt.
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Then I saw Stone coming in, and he
said, "Rene, what are you doing?
clipboards and paper pads."
fucking serious?

I'm like, "You're

You want clipboards?

you fucking clipboards.
High School.

I want

I'll get

I went to Stuyvesant

I'm Puerto Rican.

I'm pretty good

at something."
I found my way to an office, and I
start opening drawers.
got a stash.
pads.

The secretary's always

We open drawers and find a bunch of

I got him a pad, I got him a fucking

pencil sharpener, I got him a fucking ruler, I
got him clipboards, I got him everything

out of

there and said, "Here, mother fucker."
I think McCracken just noticed that I
was fucking wild.
sit down.

He ordered me, "I want you to

You're upset."

"No."

"That's it.

Sit down."
That was it.

That was basically where

I ended up, me and Ramos.

Then all of a sudden

Ramos kind of collapsed on me, so I got a bus for
Ramos.

We were married then.

He was going to
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I'm going to hospital 01 with him.

I don't know about what time.

I guess it was

about 8:30, 9:00 at night.
We get him on a stretcher and into
hospital 01.
grabbed me.

The nurses saw me there, and they
I kind of buckled at the knees.

They treated me like (inaudible). I still
couldn't stand still.

I was like, "Get this shit

off me."
That's basically my part.
my day went.

That's how

I finally got out of here probably

around midnight or so, and I was back up at 4:30
in the morning.

I was back here at 6:00 again.

That's it.
Q.
to add?

Is there anything else you would like
Any other feelings or anything?
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-

On the EMS side of this, that I'm aware
of, there's only two fatalities.
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I saw p e o p l e d i e .

I saw p e o p l e jump

o u t o f windows, more t h a n I ' v e e v e r s e e n i n my

R

life.

.

L e t me t e l l you s o m e t h i n g e l s e .

fucking years old.

ourselves i n t a c t .

I ' m 51

I ' v e seen j u s t about fucking

e v e r y t h i n g a n d I ' v e done a l o t more.
t h i n k about i t .

48

DAVI LA

And you

We h a v e b e e n a b l e t o keep

R
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m g l a d t o s e e my b o s s e s t h e r e .

I'm

-

g l a d t o h a v e s e e n McCracken t h e r e .

I t h a n k them.

And Gombo, who I h e a r d a l m o s t d i e d i n t h i s .
I ' m g l a d t o s e e t h e s e guys.

I was g l a d

t o h e a r G o l d f a r b on t h e r a d i o , M r . M C I .
l i k e , okay, h e r e we g o .

I t was

Q.

You've g o t a l o t t o b e p r o u d o f .

A.

EMS d i d n ' t do t h i n g s t h a t b a d .

R . DAVILA

Let me shut up.
Q.
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Thank you.

Thank you today for conducting this

interview with us.

MR. ECCLESTON:

This interview is being

concluded at 128 hours.

The counter on the

cassette player is 892 /-FPLT
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BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES:
December 4, 2001.
11:10.

Today's date is

The time is approximately

This is Chief Art Lakiotes of the Safety

Battalion, New York City Fire Department.

I'm

conducting an interview with -FIREFIGHTER EDWARD DAVIS:

Firefighter Edward

Davis.
BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES:
to Battalion 32.

Who was assigned

Regarding the events of

September 11, 2001.
Q.

Eddie, just take me through your response to

the World Trade Center and what transpired after that.
A.

Responded to the World Trade Center with the

21 Battalion.

The 32 Battalion car was at the rock.

Responded with them, arrived about 2 minutes prior to
the first collapse, which I believe was the south
tower.

Upon that collapse, was upon the scene also for

the second collapse, and conducted a search and
attempted rescue from that point on.
Q.

Did you see anybody else that was there that

may have not made it, can you think of anybody?
A.

Can't think of anybody that didn't make it.

Ladder 101 was there, but I hadn't seen any of them
prior to my arrival other than being in the fire house
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before the start of our tours.
Q.

Everyone you saw in that area, myself

included, you saw afterwards?
A.

That's correct, sir.

Q.

There is no way of telling where anybody was

that didn't make it at that point?
A.

That's correct.
BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES:

Okay Ed.

Thank

FIREFIGHTER EDWARD DAVIS:

Okay, Chief.

BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES:

This concludes the

you.

interview at approximately 11:15.
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LIEUTENANT DUN:
2002.

The date is January 15,

The time is 1540 hours.

My name is Richard Dun

of the New York City Fire Department.

I'm conducting

an interview with the following individual:
PARAMEDIC DAVIS:

Kenneth Davis, paramedic,

Shield No. 3204 of Battalion 22.
Q.

In your own words, could you please tell us

what happened on the day of September 11th, 2001.
A.

The morning of September 11th, I was going to

do some volunteer work for Mark Green in Manhattan, and
we met in Long Island City at the union office.

From

the union office we were going over to the city, a
bunch of us in a van, and we took the 59th Street
bridge.

As we were driving over the 59th Street

bridge, just looking out the window, we saw a plane hit
the World Trade Center, what we thought was a plane,
and out of disbelief, I was like did anybody else just
see that?

They're like what?

the Trade Center.
right.

I said a plane just hit

Everybody was like, oh, yeah,

When they looked, you could see the flames and

the smoke starting and they're like, wow, it must have
been one of the little planes.
like a jet.

I said, no, it looked

So now everybody was in panic because we

didn't know, it was a clear day and we figured, well,

3
K. DAVIS

is it terrorists, is it accidental?

It was such a

clear day, you can avoid it but...
So we went over to Mark Green's office and we
got on the phone and called to see where they needed
us.

We figured if something big like that, you'd find

out where everybody's got to be.

They asked us to go

up to Metropolitan to pick up an ambulance up there and
whatever equipment they could give us.
shot up there in a van.

A bunch of us

From there we went down the

FDR Drive towards the Trade Center and there were just
thousands of people running towards you on the FDR.

It

was surreal.
So we got down to South Street, to the ferry
terminal, and set up a triage station.

There was a

doctor there, an anesthesiologist, I believe Mark Heath
was his name.

I know he shot a lot of video on his

digital camera while he was there also.

I helped him

set up triage in an area upstairs in the ferry
terminal.
Q.

Were you receiving a lot of patients at this

time?
A.

Not what we were expecting because a lot of

people were just getting out of there.
Q.

Running by you.

4
K. DAVIS

A.

Just running.

Basically, you saw people that

were wounded and you were grabbing them because they
were in such a state of shock that they didn't know
what was going on any more than you did and they just
wanted to get out of there.

Some people, as you were

grabbing them, they didn't want to sit still for
anything, so you were just grabbing their clothes and
using their clothing as bandages and just say okay,
fine, hold this and keep going, you know, don't go back
that way.

I saw some patients at the ferry, and the

building had already collapsed, the first tower, so we
went down, a couple of us, to the site to see if we
could help down there, and it was just sheer madness.
You couldn't see anything with all the dust in the air.
Q.

Did the first building go down yet?

A.

Yes, the first building had already come

down.
Q.

Okay.

A.

What made it really bad was just trying to

breathe.

It's not fog, it's ash, and you could only

see so far.

But, literally, we didn't have masks yet

or anything because we just were there.

We found

bottled water or whatever and cracked hydrants.

You

were just scooping water into your mouth and spitting

5
K. DAVIS

mud out and people were running by you and they're
running in every direction because they didn't know
which way to go.
Q.

Was there a lot of chaos and confusion?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Did you see any officers from the service?

A.

There were police officers everywhere,

firemen everywhere, apparatus all over the place.

It

was kind of like a discotheque, the easiest way to
describe it, the lights from the trucks and the fog
machines, that's how it looked, and people screaming
and just running and you're tripping over each other.
Q.

So did you leave your vehicle at the South

Street Seaport?
A.

We were transported up.

They had taken a

couple of patients to the hospital.
Q.

Which one?

Beekman?

A.

I believe Beekman.

So we hopped a ride up

and jumped down from there and ran up there.
Q.

And went on foot?

A.

Yes.

Q.

So at this time you had no longer --

A.

I no longer had a vehicle.

everywhere.

But they were

Some were crushed already, melted
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looking.
them.

But they were everywhere.

The keys were in

You could get in if you needed it and go.

But

it was a mess, going through the ashes, some places a
foot thick, two feet thick.
Q.

This is still the first building?

A.

Yes.

The second building had just started to

come down and you could feel the rumble in the ground,
and we were like, it can't be the train because you
know it's not running.

So we all started to run down

the street and the building had come down.

on.

Q.

Which way did you run?

A.

Honestly, I don't remember which street I was

It was just, like I said, it was chaos, and

running down the block I had tripped and fallen and my
left knee blew out and I fell on it and I was in a lot
of pain.

I was just holding it and a fireman and a

police officer grabbed me and dragged me up the
street.

But meanwhile, while I was laying there, I

reached down to see what I had fell over and it was
somebody's lower leg that had apparently got blown off
them in the explosion.

So that was pretty sick to say

the least.
I got up the street, got some tape from one
of the firemen up at the corner that had some supplies,
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I taped up my knee and I kept working.

Again, it was

just trying to get people out of there, get them to
different hospitals and whatever.
Q.

Did you see any EMS officers that you

recognized?
A.

At Ground Zero you'd see so many people.

Q.

Do you remember in what location around

Ground Zero?
A.

Over on the side of -- well, I saw some

people by Trinity Church.
Q.

So that's down here.

Trinity is down this

A.

Then over on the other side by City Hall.

Q.

City Hall is over this way.

A.

Yes.

way.

They were setting up in a building.

They were starting to set up inside one of the
buildings over there.
Q.

So you were more on --

A.

On this side, yes.

Q.

The east side; you were on the east side?

A.

Right.

Q.

Okay.

A.

It was on Broadway, I believe, a building on

Broadway.

The eastern side, yes.

They were setting up inside the building
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that they wanted to get patients in there and that
building started to tremble a little.
hey, let's get out of here, too.

So they said,

So everything we had

just brought in there we started handing back and forth
like a big convoy, just handing it back and forth to
each other out of there.

Then they were going to set

up in City Hall Park, and I said you can't, it's
outside, you can't have patients in all this soot, you
can't breathe.

So then they were moving them down to

another building over that way and I said, well, they
had enough people there.

My knee is really hurting.

I

said, if something else collapses, I'm not going to be
able to run, so let me get back down to the ferry
terminal and help there.

So that's when I went back to

the ferry terminal.
Q.

That was South Ferry?

A.

Right.

Q.

Because they had (inaudible)?

A.

Yes.

Q.

South Ferry.

A.

So we were over there and we had the triage

This is Whitehall Street, whatever it

is.

set upstairs, and basically it was just a lot of bumps
and bruises that we were seeing because a lot of people
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were just getting on boats and ferry boats and leaving
and they had barges that pulled up, people just got on
them to get them out of the city, to get them over to
Brooklyn or to Jersey, wherever they took them.

But it

was a lot of bumps and bruises, a few broken bones,
gashes, cuts.

It was not as many patients as we really

thought we were going to see.
Q.

Did you see anybody that were missing that

you know of?
A.

Not that I know of.

I know people that are

missing or have been declared dead and I know of them.
I don't recall if I saw them or not that morning
because some of them I was close to, I honestly don't
remember if I saw them that morning or if I'm just
remembering them in my head because I saw lots of
people there.

It's just crazy.

It was craziness.

You'd hear the alarms from some of the firemen's Scott
packs going off.
Q.

Did you have a radio that day?

A.

No.

I didn't have radios they give out, and

if you had one, you couldn't get through to anybody
because everybody was screaming.
Q.

That was the thing, because they're trying to

clarify, people who had radios, were they able to

10
K. DAVIS

communicate?
A.

I don't think so.

Like every fireman that I

was around that had one -Q.

Mayday Mayday.

A.

It was all Maydays, it was guys yelling we're

over here, we're over there, we got one here.
nuts.

It was

The police that were down there were really --

they were phenomenal.

They were just grabbing stuff

and helping everybody.

The firemen, they're used to

doing the disaster stuff, but it was just so
overwhelming.
a lot of help.

But the police were really -- they were
I would say, hey, can you grab this and

they were like yeah.

It was really good.

Q.

So about what time did you wrap up?

A.

Well, I went back to the ferry terminal after

I got hurt and I stayed there until almost 11:00
o'clock that night before they told me it's now time
for me to go to the hospital.

I would have stayed.

I

guess the adrenaline keeps you going.
Q.

Did you go to the hospital?

A.

Yes.

I ended up going on the ferry over to

Staten Island to St. Vincent's.

They x-rayed me,

medicated me and all, and I went home.
had to have surgery on my leg.

Since then I've
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But it was pretty intense over there.

I know

guys that were looking for their ambulances when they
went back, they weren't there.
just used it or whatever.

Somebody could have

But it was weird.

You'd go

down the street and see parts of an airplane, the
wheels, that were in the middle of an intersection in
one corner and it's part of a plane.

You don't expect

to see that in Manhattan.
LIEUTENANT DUN:

Okay.

interview with Kenneth Davis.
hours.

This concludes the

The time now is 1550

File No. 9110230

WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW
FATHER JOHN DELENDICK
Interview Date:

December 6, 2001

Transcribed by Laurie A. Collins

J. DELENDICK

MR. TAMBASCO:
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Today is December 6th.

My name is Mike Tambasco with the World
Trade Center Task Force.

We're on the

fourth floor of Nine Metrotech in the
conference room, conducting an interview
with Father John Delendick into the events
of September 11th.
The time now is 1431 hours.
Q.

Father, if you would just be good

enough to tell us your story from that day.
A.
mass

at

I had just finished saying the 8:30
St. Michael's in Brooklyn. The pager

went off and said that a plane had crashed into
one of the towers of the Trade Center.

I called

emergency operations center and said I was
responding, and I left for the Trade Center.
I went through the Battery Tunnel.

I

parked my car as close to the Battery Tunnel as
possible and walked to the Trade Center from
there along West Street.

I stopped for a few

minutes to talk to Jerry Barber, who was
opposite -- I guess we were standing on the
corner of Liberty Street and West.
that's where I saw him.

I believe

I then proceeded down
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further.
He told me that the command post was on
West Street down in front of the Financial
Center.

According to this paper, it's Two World

Financial Center, Merrill Lynch.

They were set

up in front of there with two huge garage doors
which went underneath the Financial Center.
I spoke to Ganci briefly, told him I
was there.

I saw Bill Feehan, said hello to him.

I stood there for a while talking to Timmy
Stackpole and to Chief Ed Henry, both of whom
left a few minutes later.
And Henry picked up his tack and said
to me:

"I've got to go to work," and he went

across the street to the Marriott.

Timmy

Stackpole and I continued to talk -- in fact,
people started jumping off the north tower at
that point.

We were watching that.

I said to

Timmy I think we should go back to the office.
I should mention that behind us a lot
of different companies were staging.

That's

where they were waiting to move in.

I said:

"Timmy, we should go back and remind the officers
to look after their probies because I don't think
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they're going to be able to handle this.

I

turned around with Timmy, and we both looked and
then looked at each other, because no one was
handling it, the probies or the veterans.
Timmy at that point took a group of
guys -- I'm not sure who was with him -- and went
across the street as well.
to the Marriott.

I believe they went

Most people going to the south

tower went to the Marriott and went through the
Marriott to get there.
The top of the building kind of started
to rumble, and we all looked up.
Q.

It looked --

Let me interrupt you for a second.

Were you there when the second plane hit?
A.

No.

When the second plane hit, I was

still in Brooklyn.

I was trying to get through

the tunnel on Hamilton Avenue.
but I never saw it hit.

We saw the plane,

I remember saying to

myself, boy, that guy is awful low in the
pattern.

I remember saying something really

stupid like, you know, did he come down to see
what happened with the first one?

It never

dawned on me that he was heading for the other
tower, but that's where it was headed.
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We heard a rumbling noise, and it
appeared that that first tower, the south tower,
had exploded, the top of it.
what a lot of us saw.

That's what I saw,

We ran down underneath the

Financial Center.
Q.

The garages behind you?

A.

The garages.
We were followed by that cloud, that

dark black cloud.

It was very difficult to

breathe, very difficult to see.
I stopped running or I stopped going
down when it leveled off.

There was like a ramp

that went down, and I stopped at the bottom ramp
where it leveled off.
me.

Bill Feehan was next to

Ray Downey was over there too, because they

both started talking -- I knew it was them
because they were talking, so I knew.
I remember asking Ray Downey was it the
jet fuel that blew up.

He said at that point he

thought there were bombs up there because it was
too even.

As we've since learned, it was the jet

fuel that was dropping down that caused all this.
But he said it was too even.
Q.

Symmetrical?

J. DELENDICK
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So his original thought was that he

thought it was a bomb up there as well.
We then started walking up, back up.
was with Bill Feehan.
Downey went.

I

I'm not sure where Ray

I understand Pete Ganci found a

stairwell, went up a stairwell and went back to
the lobby, back to the command post where we
were.
Bill and I stopped a few times on the
ramp going up.

There were some firefighters who

had fallen there.

I don't know who they were.

didn't really get to see their faces.
couldn't really see much.

I

You

You trip over them is

how -Q.

You found them.

A.

We would grab other firefighters to

help them down further.
minor injuries.

They had apparently

They were okay, but they had

fallen or whatever.

We got people to assist them

to go down further into the building.
I remember saying to Bill at one point
we had to be near the garage doors.
should be seeing daylight soon.

I said we

Little did I

know that we weren't going to see daylight.

I

J. DELENDICK
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He said yeah, you're right.

Next thing we knew, we were outside.
There was kind of -- I don't know what to call
it, like an island between two garages on the
driveway outside that had flowers in it.

We were

right next to it, so we knew we were outside,
couldn't realize.

Couldn't see anything.

We didn't know the building came down.
We just knew the top of the building exploded and
didn't know what happened to the rest of the
building.

You just couldn't see anything.

Things began to lift a little bit.
Just to take a step back, when I got
out, we discovered we were outside, somebody said
to me there's somebody hurt down on West Street.
And I started walking south on West Street.
That's when I began to notice fire trucks that
were damaged and ambulances on the side and cars
destroyed.
I stopped and said where am I going?
Where am I looking for this guy who is injured?
I have no idea where I'm going.

I turned and

went back to -Q.

Where the command post was?

J. DELENDICK
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-- where the command post was.
Ganci was there at this point, and I

stood there a few minutes.

Pete started yelling,

saying to everyone that we should start moving
north and we're going to re-form the command post
up on West and Chambers Street.
A whole group of us started moving
north again.

I'm not sure who I was with.

just started moving north.

We

When we got to the

corner of West and Vesey, we heard that kind of
same rumbling noise.

And someone just yelled

run, and we all started running.
north.

Some people ran

I ran with a whole bunch of people going

towards the river.
Q.

West?

A.

On Vesey Street, west.
I remember a cop running along next to

me.

I remember this.

This is great.

We were

running along, and a cop is running next to me.
He says:

"Father, can I go to confession?"

looked and said:
it?"

He said:

I

"This is an act of war, isn't

"Yeah, I believe so."

"Then I'm giving general absolution."

I said:
I gave

everyone general absolution, and I kept running.
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Q.

You're covered?

A.

Also I ran into a bunch of guys from

the Secret Service, about 25 or 30 of them, all
in their suits.

I don't know the name of the

street that's behind the World Financial Center.
Q.

It might be North End or --

A.

It must be North Avenue.

They were

walking along North, crossing Vesey, and they
were going down further.

I stopped one of them

and I said where are you going?

He said one of

our members is in the building and we have to go
find him.

I remember saying to him I don't think

it's a good idea going down there right now.
said no, we've got to find him.

He

I said fine, go

right ahead, do what you have to do.
I kept going.

I walked along the

river, and a group of us walked along the river.
We walked past the high school, Stuyvesant High
School.

There's an alleyway between the high

school and -Q.

The river?

A.

-- the river.

there.

I'm not sure what was

I think the river was there.

up to -- back to West Street.

And we came

Then at that point
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Where is everyone?

Where's Bill?

Nigro came a little while later.
Apparently he had walked around I think he said
South Street.

He was down the other way, walked

around somehow and found his way back to Chambers
Street.
Things began to clear.

We were

looking, and we realized both buildings were no
longer there.

Many of us just walked back down

West Street back to the towers to see what we
could do.
Q.

There was --

A.

I learned Father Judge was dead, and I

began to learn that so many guys were gone.
Q.

Heck of a day, huh?

A.

I found the worst part of the day was

people coming up to me that I knew and there were
guys who had sons on the job or fathers on the
job or brothers on the job and they would be
asking me:

Did you see my brother?

seen my father?
tell them no.
there.

Have you

Have you seen my son?

I had to

I didn't even know they were

That made it very hard.

J. DELENDICK
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Father, is there anything else you can

think of that you might like to add just for the
history, any feelings, anything else?

Feel free.

If not -A.

No, I think that's about it, I guess.

Q.

In that case I thank you for the

interview?
MR. TAMBASCO:
hours.

And the time is now 1443
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MR. McALISTER: This is Kevin McAlister from
the Bureau of Administration. It is October 2nd at
2:03 p.m. We're in conference room 8E13 at Fire
Department Headquarters, and in a moment we will begin
interviewing Paramedic Manuel Delgado. I'm here today
with ...
FlRE MARSHAL CAMPBELL: Patrick Campbell,
Fire Marshal.
FlRE MARSHAL STARACE: Michael Starace, Fire
Marshal.
MR. McALISTER: Now we'll start with
Paramedic Manuel Delgado. He's assigned to the Office
of Medical Affairs.
Q. Drawing your attention to September the Ilth,

could you describe where you were working that day and
when you became aware of the World Trade Center
incident?
A. It must have been about five to 9:OO. 1 got
a call from Joe Farrell, who is a DOH rep from the
Bureau of Emergency Services, the Department of Health,
calling me saying what's going on at the World Trade
Center? I had no knowledge of it. I looked
immediately to the CAD, the computer-aided dispatch
system, in the computer. I noticed that there was a
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1040, a plane into the World Trade Center. I called
him back and advised him of such.
At this point, one of the doctors that was
here, Dr. Cherson, I advised him of the fact that there
was a 1040 going on and maybe, you know, it's part of
our response matrix.
Q. What's a 1O4O?

A. An airplane into a building.
So I called Commissioner Clair, who at that
time was up in Albany in a CMAC meeting, let him know
what was going on, and I told him I would get back to
him as soon as I got to the scene. Myself,
Dr. Cherson, and we met up with Dr. Guttenberg, who is
the EMS fellow in the office downstairs, us three
proceeded to get in Dr. Cherson's car and drove across
the Brooklyn Bridge.
Obviously, when we were driving across the
Brooklyn Bridge, it was very obvious that there was
something serious going on at the World Trade Center.
There was a gaping black hole. It seemed like the
upper floors, and I don't know exactly -- now I know
through press reports what floor more or less was hit,
but it looked to me like the top ten floors were fully
engulfed in smoke at this time.
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Q. How many of the towers were burning; one or

two?
A. One. Only one at this time.
So we went across the Brooklyn Bridge, had a
little trouble navigating through the traffic, and
finally arrived at the corner of I believe it's West
Broadway. Let me look on this map real quick. West
Broadway and Vesey.
As soon as we arrived, 84, a massive
explosion goes off, and at this point we didn't know
what it was. We thought it was a secondary explosion.
We didn't know that it was a second plane. In fact, I
didn't know there was a second plane until much later
in the evening.
An explosion goes off. I immediately tell
everyone to get out of the car and hide somewhere, go
underneath something. It's interesting because, as we
were there, there was a police car, I guess, on Vesey,
on the corner there, and some debris comes down from
whatever this explosion was, at the time we really
didn't know, and it just crushes it, I mean, crushes
the top front of the police car, which really scared me
at that point.
Q. Could you tell if it was airplane parts?

5
M. DELGADO

A. It looked like an airplane part afterward,
yes, it did. It looked like part of an engine. It was
pretty big. It was probably the size of the hood
because it kind of hit it, bounced, and then rolled
off.
So then at that point we were approached by a
police officer holding one of his cops with a massive
evulsion of the forehead. I need the car, I need the
car.
Q. What does that mean in layman's terms?

A. An evulsion is the scalp sort of like was
peeled back. So there was some heavy bleeding. It was
worse actually than the injury. She still had her
consciousness. He says, I need the car, I need the
car.
So Dr. Cherson proceeded to West Street to
the temporary command center at that time. Me, the cop
and the cop who was injured and Dr. Guttenberg got into
the car and drove this cop that was injured down to
Beekman. We drove the cop to Beekman, dropped her
off. At that point people were being mobilized at the
hospital itself.
Dr. Guttenberg and myself then jumped back in
the car and went back to the site.
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Q. When you say you went back to the site, where

exactly did you go at that point?
A. Well, we couldn't get back to where we were
on Vesey and West Broadway, so we ended up on -- now,
let me look on the map here. Up further. Broadway
itself, Broadway between, I would say, Fulton and Ann
Street, I guess it is. Fulton and Ann, yes. We kind
of left the car there in the middle of the street and
proceeded to walk down to the West Street command,
which was a command post at this time.
When I got back to the command post, I was
able to secure -- because everyone's cell phones seemed
to be dead at that point. Luckily, one of the
lieutenants there handed me a cell phone. I was able
to call Commissioner Clair, who was still in Albany,
telling him at this point we had a very, very serious
incident going on, and that I don't know how he and the
other physicians who were up there could get themselves
down here as quickly as possible because this was a
major terrorist attack. So he told me that basically
the state police were securing a chopper for him and
the other two physicians to fly them down. That was my
last communication with him.
So we were at West command for a while.
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Dr. Cherson moved forward to I believe it was in
another command post. I don't know what building this
was. At this point it becomes really crazy.
Q. Can I ask you a detail question before you

get there?
A. Yes.
Q. The West command, I see it located here on

the map roughly at the corner of -- what is that, Vesey
and West?
A. Yes. That looks look Vesey and West, I
guess?
Q. Yes. That's the north bridge, I think?

A. Right. We were just in front of the north
bridge.
Q. Could you describe, were you on the east side

of West Street, the west side?
A. We were on the west -- well, no. I would say
the east side of West Street. I guess, on the middle,
there's like a barrier here, sort of like a potted,
planted barrier before you get to the financial
district area. So we were all standing there. The
vehicles or the staging, which is the area where the
ambulance was set up, was back here on West Street.
Q. Who was with you at that point in time?
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A. At that point, Dr. Cherson was with me. I
saw Commissioner Drury showed up at the scene. He was
with us there for a little while. He was looking for
Commissioner Gregory. Captain Jace Pinkus from
Communications was there and an assorted amount of EMS
Lieutenants and Fire Operations people were around. I
remember at one point seeing the Mayor. I saw
Commissioner Von Essen. Really, at that point, I
really lose sight of what was going on because there
was an horrific site. I mean, people were starting to
jump or fall from the top.
Q. You were able to observe that?

A. Yes, definitely. We saw them jumping from
here down and that was really horrific. There was
nothing you could do for them. We wanted to go in
after them and they basically told us don't because
it's very dangerous at this point.
Somewhere along the line Dr. Cherson was told
that -- and I don't know who relayed this information
to him. I guess it's Vesey command, but actually it
was on Church between -- I was closer to Cortlandt and
I don't know what street this is. Dey Street?
Q. Dey Street.

A. Actually, that's where the command post was,
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a triage command, and we were told that they were
getting hammered. So what happened was that myself -Q. That was a staging point for medics and EMTs?

A. Yes, right. Exactly. That's where mainly
all the medics and EMTs were starting to treat people
as they were exiting the building. So myself -- well,
first, before that, Dr. Cherson tells Dr. Guttenberg to
go back to the car and get the weapons of mass
destruction kit, which is basically the TUPAM, the
atropine and the narcotics that we carry in case of a
biological incident. That's what immediately we
started thinking. So Dr. Guttenberg goes back to the
car.
At this point, also, at the north bridge, we
ran into Dr. Asaeda, who got down there on his own
response. So Dr. Asaeda was going to set up a command
over in the lobby of OEM. What building is that, 7?
Tower 7?
Q. 7 World Trade Center.

A. 7 World Trade Center. So Dr. Guttenberg and
Dr. Asaeda were to set up their command -- there were
already some medics and EMTs in the lobby of 7 World
Trade Center. So they were going to set up their own
triage and command center there. Dr. Cherson and
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myself then walked back to the Vesey command. But at
this point it wasn't right on Fulton. I remember
Cortlandt more than I do Fulton, although it might have
been. I don't know. I remember the opening of the
building and seeing the north tower right in front of
me. That I remember very clearly.
We were getting hammered with patients. At
one point we wanted to move forward and again we were
told do not. Dr. Cherson made it very clear, don't go
any more forward because of the bodies and everything
else that's coming down.
Q. So now, just stopping you at that point, both

of the towers are still standing?
A. Both of the towers are still standing, yes.
Q. You're looking basically straight at the

north tower?
A. Right.
Q. You're looking across the plaza of the World

Trade Center?
A. Yes, right, and people are exiting this way
in droves. I mean, there was just a stream of people
running, running, running, and basically at this point
our triage was, if you're walking, keep walking, and if
people are being carried or people were falling, we
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would move forward, and we moved forward as much as in
between towers I believe this was 4 and 5, buildings 4
and 5.
Q. That's right.

A. I know we went in there and helped some
people come out, some lady, who she ended up in the
pictures, in a red dress, who was extremely burnt.
There was another guy who had to have second and third
degrees over about 80 percent of his body, and he was
carried out halfway and I guess collapsed or someone
dropped him and just ran. We picked him up and started
bringing him out.
At this point we were getting an influx of
equipment, LSU unit, like the logistical support units
who carry the oxygen and all that stuff. They were
coming into the area to give us oxygen, to give us
blankets, and then units were also coming in. But we
were getting inundated with patients. We had more
patients than we had ambulances. We were stuffing four
and five people in an ambulance at this point. I mean,
it was just to get people out of there with minimal
treatment. There was nothing you could do.
Q. At that point in time, did you see anybody

you knew either from the fire or the EMS side working
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the ambulances?
A. Yes.
Q. Who did you see?
A. Quite a few people. There was Carlos Lillo,
who I later found out he's deceased.
Q. Where did you last see Carlos?
A. Carlos was with me and it's interesting
because Carlos always had a smile on his face, and
Carlos has been around for a while, and I remember at
one point on Church we had like four or five
critically, critically ill people who were laid out and
there were people still streaming out, and this is
after, where we're moving back and forth trying to get
people in and out, I remember turning and seeing Carlos
with his helmet and tears pouring down his eyes, and at
first I thought maybe this guy is overwhelmed, maybe he
needs to get out of here, you know? I go to him,
Carlos, what's the matter? What's going on? He says,
my wife's in there. I said, listen, man. This is
God's will. You've got to help me with the people.
Snap out of it. We've got a lot of patients. You've
got to help me here. So he does and he begins to do
what he has to do, which is to help me treat people and
start sorting who is bad and who isn't.
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Now, time, I have no idea, time factor here.
I don't know what is five minutes, what is two minutes,
what took ten minutes. I know that a Lieutenant showed
up with the LSU unit, again, and says, I need help
getting oxygen out of the back of this vehicle. I
remember seeing oxygen tanks in a milk crate.
By the way, the other people who were here
were Lieutenant Bruce Medjuck, who is from the EMS
operations, Captain Janice Olszewski. I remember
seeing -- Dr. Cherson was there with me. I lose track
of who was there really. I mean, I remember Lillo
because it sort of stuck out in my mind that this man
was crying so hard and like it kind of -- he was out of
place because I was wondering for a slight moment,
said, what's he doing here? He's a Queens unit. But
at this point I figured everyone was being brought in
and who knows what the heck is going on.
Q. Did you lose track of him then or did you see
him?
A. Well, it's interesting because I didn't lose
track of him because I was concerned. I was concerned
of the fact that he was overwhelmed, I think, by the
fact that his wife was in the building.
Oh, you know who else I saw there? Gabe
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Depena.
Q. Delapena?

A. Delapena, yes. I saw him also there because
at one point he goes, Manny, Manny, what's going on?
He's another one that was searching for his wife
because I believe his wife was in the tower.
Q. I think that's right.

A. Yes. But I tried to keep my eye on Carlos as
much as I can. I'm dealing with the people that are
coming out. There's some other people there that I
don't really know their name. I know their faces. A
black gentleman that works down for operations also.
In fact, there's a picture of them both treating that
lady that I'm talking about with the red dress in one
of the Time magazines that I forgot his name. It will
come to me in a minute. But anyway, we're treating.
I remember at one point or another this
Lieutenant coming in and asking for help to get the
oxygen out of the vehicle. I go to help him, and at
that point I remember not seeing Carlos, and I don't
know if he was there or not there. But immediately
once I put the oxygen down, I hear the rumble, and I
heard a rumble that we thought was another plane.
That's what immediately everyone said, there's a plane
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coming, there's another plane coming.
So we all looked up and what we saw was
tower, I guess, 2, the south tower, begin to do this.
The top kind of did this and there was a horrendous
rumble.
Q. Now, your hand is showing that it's kind of

tilted in one direction. What direction did it tilt?
A. It was tilting towards us, so it had been to
be tilting eastward.
Q. East?

A. Maybe southeast. I'm not sure because at
this point it's total pandemonium. At that point we
hear the rumble and, you know, this is it. I figure
I'm dead. I thought this tower was going to topple.
So I start to run. I remember running -- I don't know
which way I ran. I don't even know what street I ended
up on to be very honest with you. I ran -- it must
have been either this or Fulton. One of these two.
Q. Dey Street or Fulton Street?

A. Yes.
Q. Do you know if there was a church next to

you?
A. I don't know. I know there were stores up
the block. So I start to run --
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Q. So you definitely headed east; you're just

not sure down what street?
A. Yes. I didn't want to go west. I figured
let me go east. There's a subway station somewhere
here, so it may have been Fulton maybe?
Q. Yes, it was. It's a major station there.

A. I remember seeing that and I remember saying
I'm not going down there because I don't want to be
suffocated, I don't want to be suffocated. But as I
ran, I got knocked down by it seemed like even someone
punched me in the back, like a blast it seemed. It
just kind of picked me up and knocked me down. I
scraped my elbow, I twisted my ankle, my pants got all
ripped, my glasses got blown off and the helmet came
off. I get up quickly and all I can see now is just -it had to be on Fulton -- the blast, this dark cloud
coming at us, at me anyway, because I don't even know
who's around me at this point. You kind of lose all -I lost all track of time. I lost basically all body
movements and I was going on, and then we're engulfed
in the smoke, which was horrendous.
One thing I remember, it was hot. The smoke
was hot and that scared me. I've treated in 18 years
many, many people with smoke inhalation, and I know the
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consequences of inhaling heat. So I got really
scared. I tried to put my T-shirt over me. That
didn't work. I couldn't see because my glasses were
shot. I couldn't see because my eyes were irritated.
Like one guy said, it was like breathing cotton balls,
that's what it felt like, because your mouth was just
full of this shit and your nose, everywhere. I'm
running -- not running because I'm walking now. I'm
afraid. I'm thinking in my mind I'm going to die of
suffocation or somebody's going to run me over, because
you couldn't see your hand in front of you. That's how
dark it got. I walked into one or two poles.
Then out of -- I don't know. It was God's
miracle, basically. I don't even know how I ended up
there. I was on the corner and, as I was telling them
just before you walked in, I heard a banging and I
walked towards the banging and there was, as later I
found out, it was a Fire Marshal and a cop, a detective
in plainclothes, who were banging, trying to break the
door down in one of these computer stores on the corner
there.
Q. Do you know the marshal's name?

A. No. He did take our names down, so he should
have a record of it. I haven't been able to find out
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who he is. So they're banging on the door, and I
remember telling the cop, you know, you have a fucking
gun, you have a fucking gun, use it, use it, we're

Q. Sure.

A. That's exactly what he does. In between his
coughing, he takes out his gun and the first bullet
doesn't break it. Second one, the glass comes down.
It must have been a thick glass. We were able to get
inside.
Q. So he fired off two shots?

A. Two shots, yes. Then inside there's, I
guess, like a gate, sort of like the gate that we have
downstairs in that store, an inside gate. So we see
that and we're like, oh, shit. So, finally, us three,
we hold it up and we let the civilians get underneath.
I think there were one or two of them. There weren't a
whole lot of them. Or maybe three. I'm not even sure
at this point. They go under and we hold it for each
other and we go under and we go into the store. We
walk up some escalators to the second floor, which
looked to be like a computer store. We started looking
for water or anything to wet ourselves to clean off our
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faces because we're all coughing and hacking. We find
a water fountain and we all basically drink from that
and wait for the smoke to clear a bit.
Q. Is the smoke in the building, though?

A. Yes. And the smoke alarms are going off and
who knows what else is going off. There's smoke but
it's not that bad, though, so you could see. It's a
haze. It's sort of like when you're in a club and you
see the haze, you know, it's hazy, it's not necessarily
black, pitch, acrid smoke that was outside. I would
say about five or six, seven minutes go by while we're
inside. It seemed like an eternity, you know what I
mean? So we told the civilians, look, just head
towards the water. Leave. Get out of the store. Go
towards the water and keep walking. Just keep
walking. Don't go this way.
The three of us proceed -- and I don't even
know what street it is. I think it was Fulton. It
might have been Dey Street. I don't even know what
street it was. We start heading back. I believe the
store was probably on Broadway. I think I made it that
far up. I'm not even sure, though. It had to be
because it couldn't have been on Church.
Q. It wasn't J & R was it?
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A. No. I know where J & R is over by City
Hall. No, I wasn't that far. It had to be around
Broadway. So I remember we go outside and I lose track
of where they went and I start heading down I guess
it's Fulton Street and I heard the rumble again. So
now it's the second tower coming down.
Q. Now, just prior to that, had the air cleared

outside?
A. Yes. It had cleared to the point where you
could see. It was still smoky. There was still a
heavy smoke condition in the area and dust, I mean, and
papers and debris and God knows what else was in the
air. But it looks even like snow sometimes because
that's kind of coming down from everywhere.
Q. Were there any people out on the street at

that point?
A. There were people walking around, yes, in a
daze. It looked like a moon landscape really. The
lights were on, cars were driving by, and then more
dust would be kicked up. I remember walking down and
then I heard the second rumble, and I don't even know
where it was now. I'm not even sure if I went back to
Church or what. But we heard the second rumble, turned
right around and started running again and went -- and
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I remember just going -- I don't even know what
street. Now that I look at this map, I don't know what
street I was at to be honest with you. I don't know if
I got back to Broadway or -- I know I ran backwards,
not backwards, but I turned around and started running
back up again and went into there was this liquor
store -- not a liquor store. It was a clothing store
and there were some people in there already, and I got
in there, and there was also, I believe, another Fire
Marshal in that store. I don't who he was. I think he
was a Fire Marshal. I'm not sure because he wasn't a
cop. We were able to use the phone in there to try to
call out, but whoever I was calling, I was trying to
call some of my people but their cell phones weren't
working. That was it.
Then, at that point, five, fifteen minutes
went by, I guess, before the smoke cleared again.
There were very few people in the street at this
point. I ended up on I guess it must be Fulton over by
Beekman Hospital. There's a little triangular square.
It's not even a park. It's like a little square. I
ended up there and I ended up running into
Dr. Cherson. That's the first time I saw him since the
incident went down. Then we ran into Bruce Medjuck,
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Lieutenant Medjuck, and Bruce had a radio, because
Alan's radio was blown off of his pocket or whatever
and I don't know where it went, and he told us that we
were assembling down at the ferry. That was going to
be the main place to try to get people treated there
because we weren't going to get around to West Street
or to Chambers Street where they were trying to set up
another command post because both buildings at this
point were down.
So that's what we did. We walked -- I don't
know where we walked, but we walked downtown all the
way to the ferry terminal, and at that point Chief
Basile was there with his aide and some other people
were there and we started to get ready for mass
casualties to see how many people were coming and who
we could try to help. But there were no patients.
Nobody was coming.
Q. Not a single patient came to the ferry

terminal?
A. A few scratches, bumps, bruises, people who
had already left the building way before, some people
with some difficulty breathing, one guy with a broken
ankle, another one with some trauma to the chest, but
nothing life threatening, that was the big thing.
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Nothing gory. I mean, they were walking wounded for
the most part, and that's all we treated.
So a bunch of physicians came from
surrounding hospitals, nurses. We got all our
resources together, established a critical and a
noncritical area, and that was it.
Q. How long was that area set up?

A. Well, from the time we got there, they had
already started to move the benches to cordon off the
area, and I guess within 20 to 30 minutes the site was
set up to accept critical and noncritical. Then our
resources started coming in more rapidly, so we were
able to get a lot more stuff like extra equipment,
blankets, cots. So we had about 20 or 30 critical
areas to treat and Dr. Cherson at that point was the
Chief medical officer there and started assigning
physicians and nurses who were there and medics to
certain areas. Then at the street level we had a
staging area where the ambulances were being mustered
and somebody was taking care of that area. I don't
know who he was, some Lieutenant. But nothing ever
came.
Q. How long did you stay there?

A. We stayed there until about, I guess, 4:00
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o'clock, and later on I found out this happened about
10:00, 1 guess, when this thing collapsed. It must
have been about 10:OO.
Q. Roughly, yes.

A. So it must have been about 4:00 o'clock.
What we did is we found out that they were setting up a
command post on Chambers and West. So we said let's go
back and try to find Dr. Cherson's car, see if it's
still viable, which we did. We went back to Broadway
where it was between Fulton and Dey. Is that Dey
Street or whatever it is? There it was in the middle
of the street. Amongst all the dirt and everything
else that was there, the car was there. It was full of
dust on the inside. We ended up driving to Battalion 8
first to wash it off and try to clean off some of the
dirt and dust that was all caked onto the vehicle, and
then we went to Chambers and West, where the command
post was set up, stood there for a little while, and
then building 7 collapsed.
We were very far and at this point I remember
being there and they said it's collapsing and I didn't
even give a shit anymore because, first of all, I was
far enough away from it that I kind of knew it's not
going to freaking hurt me and, really, I don't know if

25
M. DELGADO

I was just in a mood that I just didn't give a shit or
I felt kind of safe. People started running back and I
was just ...
At this point my leg started to hurt me,
which is interesting. All through the day it didn't
hurt me. But I started feeling a tinge in my ankle.
So building 7 came down, the OEM building,
and then they moved back forward and the command post
was set up and we started hearing of the casualties.
That was sad. That was sad because a lot of my friends
are dead. A lot of them. On both sides. And that's a
shame. That's a shame. But basically that was it.
I'd say about 9:30at night, I hitched a ride
with some vehicle that was coming to Brooklyn and they
dropped me off on Tillary and Flatbush and I hobbled in
here. They gave me clothes and stuff and told me to
take a shower and that was it. I came back to work the
next day, still not understanding, still not really -which was interesting because, when I got home that
night, I got to see the incident. I lived it, but I
had never seen it, because I had never seen the planes
hit or anything. We thought they were bombs going
off. We didn't know. We were being told later on that
the Sears Tower was hit and the Pentagon, and you hear
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all this shit, but you don't know. Actually, when I
got home that night, that's when I got to see the
actual footage of the plane hitting. It was
horrendous. More so when this thing collapsed. That
noise? I can never forget it. And the people jumping,
the people hitting. I mean, 18 years I've been a medic
in this city. I've been through two plane crashes. I
have never seen the destruction.
Another thing I've got to tell you is, when
we first got there, when we were walking down Vesey
towards West, there was a ton of -- or I could say a
lot of body parts and like baggage, clothes and stuff,
along Vesey.
Q. From one of the airplanes.

A. Yes, from one of the airplanes. I don't know
if it was the first or the second because this was
after the second one had hit. So it could have been
from either one. But I remember walking -Q. Where was it, though? On Vesey?

A. Right in front of the OEM, because on the OEM
building side there was a scaffolding and I remember I
was walking underneath there. We kind of felt that
there was some protection underneath the scaffolding.
I remember as we were walking down, after we had
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dropped that person off, when we were walking down
Vesey, I remember probably between -- what's this?
Q. Church?

A. No. Probably between Broadway and West, I
remember seeing body parts.
Q. That's West Broadway.

A. Yes, West Broadway and West on Vesey. I
remember seeing body parts and I remember saying to
myself where the hell did these freaking body parts
come from? Where are these coming from? There was a
few. I mean, some recognizable, some that didn't look

-- like they were probably charred, and also like
luggage stuff, like we saw a lot of shoes, even some
luggage, airplane parts, engine. There was an engine
on the left here. If you remember, building 7, there
used to be that overpass over by building 7. Just in
front of it.
Q. The concourse.

A. Just up before that, there was like a little
plaza?
Q. Right.

A. Right there, there was like a big engine
part. It seemed like a whole engine was right there,
lying right there in the middle of the street.
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Q. Covered like the way the jet looks?

A. Yes. In fact, you could see the fan. I
remember that because I could see -- now, it wasn't the
whole engine because the engine is big, but I know the
front part of it, it looked like the whole engine
because I could see the fan, and that's what stood out
in my mind. There was an airplane tire also there and
then these bodies and luggage from the thing because
there were shoes everywhere also. Some shoes had what
looked like blood in it, other shoes didn't, other
shoes were burnt, and this was just a first
impression.
I guess the severity of this whole incident
kind of struck me as I was walking to West Street. I
knew that this was a serious, very serious event going
on, because in my lifetime I have never seen that much
destruction, that much carnage. Never. Never in my
life have I seen something like that. Everything from
bombings that I've been to, to airplane crashes at
LaGuardia, I've never seen something to this magnitude,
and it kind of woke you up to say the least.
Then over here people, you know, the guys
were going into the building. I mean, it was
horrible. It really was. It really was. And that was
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it. I'm here today because I think the grace of God.
. l had

a few patients who I wish I could have carried away,
but you didn't have time. You didn't have time to
think. I don't know where Lillo went. I don't know if
he went this way or he went that way. Where did he
go? I don't know. It's interesting because, of the
seven or eight people who were there at this location,
none of us ended up in the same place. It's sort of
like roaches and you turn the light on, you know what I
mean? Everyone scattered. Wherever you saw or you
thought there was an opening, that's where you went.
Obviously, no one went towards the building, but we all
scattered in different directions.
We eventually ended up meeting after the
second explosion, three of us met up here, but I didn't
see a lot of the people that were with me until two,
three days later. I got word that they were okay. For
instance, Dr. Guttenberg and Dr. Asaeda, who were at 7
World Trade Center, they got trapped in there and had
to like climb in and out and get out because that
building also became very damaged supposedly and they
were there. We thought they were dead. I guess he was
in an area where Commissioner Tierney might have been,
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I believe. I think she was in 7 also.
So it's just the grace of God. I mean, there
was a tremendous loss, but I think that more people
survived than really should have to be honest with you
with the destruction that occurred there. I mean, you
guys have been to collapses. You know what I'm talking
about. You have a three-story building collapse, you
know the destruction that occurs there. Magnitude that
now by a hundred freaking stories coming down on your
head.
Q. And by two.

A. Yes. And two of them. So it was the grace
of God that any of us that are alive are here, truly it
is, because it just should not have been. Luckily and
unluckily, I guess, the building pancaked. But if that
building toppled, there ain't no way. It took less
than ten seconds for that blast of air to knock me down
because I remember saying to myself, I got ten seconds
to hide, thinking that I may have that long. I don't
know why it came into my mind, ten seconds, but I
figured I got ten seconds, and I could only maybe have
run 50, 60 yards in that time period, and it just
knocked me over.
Q. Just the force of the air?
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A. Yes. It just knocked me over and just threw
me, and that was it. I thought that something had hit
me. I thought like a piece of metal or something had
hit me, and there was no metal, because when I turned
around, I saw the blast of black air coming at us, at
me anyway, and that was it. That's it. That's the
story.
MR. McALISTER: Do you guys have any
follow-ups?
FlRE MARSHAL CAMPBELL: No.
FlRE MARSHAL STARACE: No follow-up for me
either.
MR. McALISTER: I appreciate your time.
THE WITNESS: Sure.
MR. McALISTER: Thank you very much.
THE WITNESS: No problem. Thank you.
MR. McALISTER: It's now 2:35 p.m. and we're
going to conclude the interview.
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Today's date is January

The time now is 944 hours.

This is Lieutenant Monty Feiler with the
Fire Department of the City of New York.
I'm conducting an interview with the
following individual.
Please state your name, rank and
assigned area.
MR. DeMAIO:

Anthony DeMaio, assistant

deputy director, fleet services, 58th
Street.
MR. FEILER:

Of the Fire Department of

the City of New York.

We're interviewing

him regarding the events of September 11th,
2001.

Also present for the interview is

Investigator Fabiola Quevedo.
Q.

You can go ahead and begin on the

morning of September 11th, how you first became
aware and what your actions were that morning.
A.
shop.

Like work any other day here.

I actually had left the building.

It's a
I think

I ran up to the post office and came back.

On

the way back from the post office, I saw there
was smoke coming from one of the towers.

When I
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reached the shop, at that point no one knew what
was going on, although it seemed like an
accident.
Most of the guys, most of the
supervisors, were already up on the roof so they
had a clear view of what was going on.
proceeded up to the roof.

I

At this point we

didn't know what was really happening, although
it looked like an airplane or something struck
the building.
I came back downstairs.
it was on TV.

At that point

They had the TV on in the

supervisors' room.

At that point we didn't

receive any call yet from our boss.
Q.

About what time was that?

A.

This was right after that first plane

hit the first tower.
I came down here from upstairs.

At

this point when I was down here -- as soon as I
made it downstairs to find out what was going on,
what we were doing, the second plane hit the
building, the second building.
Sometime in the next couple minutes we
got a call from the control room over at 34th
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That's when Tom McDonald, our boss, he

requested that we all report to the area.
Normally we do that on a fourth alarm duty or
major accidents.

In a major incident, one of us

from either side, depending who was involved,
responds.

In this case he requested us all down

there.
Me and Mike Felice, my boss, Mike
Felice, left here, headed into Manhattan, which
was -- everything was jammed up.
Midtown Tunnel.

We took the

As a matter of fact, as we're

going into the tunnel, there was four -- we were
trying to follow a police car down into the
tunnel.

There were four firefighters on foot --

they couldn't go any further with their personal
car, because everyone was told to report down
there -- which we picked up and got them into
lower Manhattan.
We dropped them off.
West Street.

We get down to

We were pretty far down West

Street, as a matter of fact.
Q.

Do you know where you dropped off the

firefighters?
A.

The firefighter was on -- if I'm not
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down, I think on Broadway.
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As we were coming

Broadway comes down;

right?
Q.

Yeah.

A.

Yeah, it was on Broadway somewhere.

was not completely downtown.
the teens, I believe.

He

It was somewhere in

We ended up dropping them

all off at that point, because one of the guy's
firehouses was there and then from there they
all -Q.

Do you know their names?

A.

No.

I didn't know who they were.

We

just knew they were firefighters, because they
were asking police in front of us for a lift.
They couldn't go any further, and we ended up
taking them.
I think when we pulled up it looked
pretty far down.

We were probably parked around

I think it was Murray or Warren when we pulled up
to the scene.

At that point when we got out of

the car, we realized that the first tower went
down.

There was no tower there.

We already

realized that something happened.
We were trying to raise our other
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halves from 34th Street on the radio.
response.

No

When the tower came down, we knew that

they were there before us.
get a little concerned.

We were starting to

There was no response.

Communications were down.

We weren't able to

communicate with any of our mechanics.

We

weren't able to communicate back to the shop.
So we're starting towards the scene.
It had to be maybe -- we were practically
underneath it.

We were on the other side of the

pedestrian bridge.

Definitely we were on the

other side of the bridge.

All of a sudden --

yeah, we were, because the pedestrian bridge goes
over to the high school.
That's when we heard the rumble.

We

looked up, and the second tower was coming down.
We turned around.
boss.

We run out of here.

I couldn't find him for a while.

continued running north.

I lose my
I

Then after a while

everything started to settle down, I started to
work my way back.
At this point now -- we still couldn't
find anybody.
find him.

Now I even lost Mike.

I couldn't

What happened was Mike had ducked into
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That's why I knew where we

were, because we were already past that bridge.
When he ran back, he saw someone had made it into
the high school, and he ducked into the high
school.

I didn't notice that.

I just continued

going up.
After everything settled down a little
bit, some of the dust settled down, we started to
work our way back again.
McDonald, Tom McDonald.
soot and dust.

At this point we found
He was all covered in

He was all right.

A few minutes

later we ran into the other guys we were looking
for:

Tom Curty, Andy Diamond, I think Lou

Morbelli was with them also.

They were there

actually before the first tower came down.

They

were there before we were.
Basically that was it up to the point
where the tower came down.

Then it was just like

trying to find where everybody was.
know where all our guys were.

We didn't

We knew there were

a lot of guys down there, a lot of the guys from
the emergency trucks respond.

We spent a good

time just making sure we found where they were
and they were okay.
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Then we just started to go through -everything started to settle down, and we started
to go through the place and try to make sense of
everything.
Q.

It was (inaudible).

Where do you think you were at that

point?
A.

Most of the time after the building

came down, we were probably underneath the
pedestrian bridge, in that area.
Q.

On West Street?

A.

Yeah, on West Street.

That's where

they set up the command post.
Q.

Oh, okay.

A.

Once it was a little -- after a couple

hours when everything started to settle down, we
started to -- actually before that we did a
walk -- we did a search.
side.

We searched through one

We came like through the Merrill Lynch

building, I guess -- no, the exchange, American
Express building, which was across from the
towers.

We walked around through the back of

that.
When we came up on -- over here
somewhere.

It was actually -- I forget the name
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North End?

Q.

Had the second building collapsed yet?

A.

Yeah.

No, what happened, like I said,

we were walking towards the scene.

That's when

we heard the rumbling and the second building
started coming down.
Q.

That's when we ran.

So you got there after the first

building collapsed?
A.

Yes, after the first building collapsed

and just prior to the second building coming
down.
Basically what we normally do at any
operation, normal operation, is make sure that
the apparatus is fueled, make sure that
everything is running, there was no problems
mechanically on it, whether it's apparatus or
ambulances or whatever it is.
But in this case we had apparatus that
was totally destroyed, partially destroyed,
abandoned.

We spent the next week basically

trying to salvage anything that we thought was
salvageable that we could kickback into service.
Our concern was that we lost so many
pieces that if there's anything here that we can
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get back into service, you know, get it back to
the shop, get it cleaned up, get it working, and
get it back to the house, at least they'll have
something, because there was a lot of pieces
gone.
That's what we spent the next week
doing, basically, is finding apparatus that was
abandoned, getting them to run.

Most of them had

all the glass blown out of them, full of soot,
dust and debris.

Getting it back to the shop.

Same thing with ambulances.
Then we tried to make -- we kept a
running log of what we found along the way that
was beyond repair.

We were pulling them into the

shop whatever possible so we could keep track of
at least what we had.
Basically that's what we did.
Q.

Is there anything else you think is

important?
A.

That's it.

Q.

On behalf of the department, I want to

thank you.
MR. FEILER:

We'll conclude the

interview at 953 hours.
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L. DESENA

MONTE FEILER:

Today’s date is October 16, 2001. The time now is 10:42,

and this is Monte Feiler of the Fire Department of the City of New York. I am
conducting an interview with the following individual…please state your name, rank,
title, and assigned area.
LISA DESENA:
Q:

Lisa Desena, paramedic, ALS coordinator, Division 4.

Of the New York City Fire Department. We’re conducting the interview

in the conference room at Division 4 EMS command center at Queens General Hospital,
and the interview is regarding the events of September 11, 2001. Go ahead.
A:

Okay, we were in the office when we became aware that the first plane hit.

There was some confusion as to where we should go. Whether I was supposed to go on
the MERV. What ultimately happened was we received a phone call from Joe Cahill, the
Citywide ALS coordinator who instructed me to take a full set of ALS equipment, put it
on vehicle 833, and come down to Division One. As I was loading the equipment in,
Lieutenant Maggiore stopped me. He wanted to accompany me. There was also another
paramedic there, Christopher Lefkidakas. Because I was with Chris, I was able to sign
out narcotics with the ALS equipment. Lieutenant Maggiore put his equipment on, and
we proceeded to the incident. Do you want to know which route we ended up taking?
Q:

Sure.

A:

We took the Grand Central Parkway. We went over the Triboro Bridge.

We came down the FDR Drive. We briefly stopped at Division One to receive

3
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instructions on how to proceed. We continued up the FDR Drive and around the Battery,
Battery Park.
Q:

Who directed you from Division One?

A:

The ALS Coordinator for Division One.

Q:

Where did she tell you to go?

A:

She gave us a number of locations. She said she didn’t really have specific

instructions. She basically just told us where the staging areas were. So we proceeded
down, we ended up at the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. This was just right after, I think
the second tower had just fallen, or was falling at the time. We stopped at the Staten
Island Ferry Terminal. We unloaded all of our equipment. We set up the triage area, and
then from there, Lieutenant Maggiore and I went down to Liberty plaza, where we had to
set up another triage area. One had been set up, but a lot of the people who were there at
the time were missing or had gone to hospitals.
Q:

Liberty and what? Do you know the cross street?

A:

It was One Liberty Plaza. It was the building right next to the Trade

Center. I’m not that familiar…yeah, it was right there. It was on the corner of Church
and I guess Liberty.
Q:

Okay. From the time that you got your assignment to the time that you got

to the fire terminal, if you spoke to anybody was that by a cell phone or by radio?
A:

We spoke to Citywide by radio. I can’t remember, Lieutenant Maggiore

may have also tried by cell phone to get the best route to get to the incident. By the time
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they gave us instructions over the Queensboro Bridge we were already right next to the
Triboro Bridge. I know there were several academy vehicles, ambulances, behind us.
Since we were in a command car, we were able to get through and stop traffic so that the
academy ambulances could follow us. They came the same route we came, but once we
got on the FDR Drive, I don’t know where they ended up. I’m trying to think…I know
that they had, I think, all the units go to Manhattan South and all the supervisors stay on
Citywide. Then we were on Citywide. Lieutenant Maggiore had that radio on. The only
radio I had was the Division radio. I was on the command frequency, 4E. So he really
had the radio. Like I said, we went to the Staten Island Ferry Terminal, we set up a triage
area there, saw a number of supervisors at that time.
Q:

EMS Supervisors?

A:

Yes.

Q:

Do you know their names?

A:

Chief Basile, Chief McKracken, Lieutenant Cronin, paramedic Louie

Cooke was there. Chief Browne was eventually brought in, and his aide Jason Katz.
Dr.Cherson, Bruce Medjuck, I know there was more, I just have to think. Then we went
over to Liberty Plaza and the only supervisor on the scene, the only person there was
Lieutenant Soto. Lieutenant Maggiore and Lieutenant Soto took over command and I
tried to go inside and set up that triage area. But there were no FDNY people there except
for me.
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There was a number of units from New Jersey, and a lot of doctors were there. There
were no other FDNY units there. I was the only one there.
Q:

Do you know what departments were there from New Jersey?

A:

Actually no, down at Liberty Plaza was so chaotic that it took a long time

just to get any semblance of order. The doctors continually kept trying to run down the
street and go in the hole. Every time they thought there was someone down there. There
were three different building collapses at that time, so everybody was really running all
over the place. I honestly don’t know who the Jersey units were. I just know there were
no FDNY units down there at the time. I stayed down there till 6 AM the next morning.
Q:

Did you treat any patients?

A:

We had a number of firemen who came in for exhaustion or dehydration.

We did have some minor injuries. We had one person pulled out who had been pinned
down for several hours. But he wasn’t there long, cause Dr. Gonzalez--- he already had
blood, an IV. They were giving him blood. They rushed him went to the hospital.
Q:

A civilian?

A:

A civilian, yeah.

Q:

Where did you get the equipment for the triage?

A:

My equipment remained at the Staten Island Ferry Terminal, so when I got

there, there was equipment there. As time went on, they brought down more stuff. We
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would tell them we needed oxygen, bandages, fluids, and it would end up getting
delivered. At the beginning there wasn’t a lot of stuff. I think the doctors brought down
some stuff with them. So there was some stuff there. It looked like it had been set up
prior to the building collapsing Then all the people that had staged that, I guess went all
different places. So we’re stuck there, and there was stretchers set up when I got there.
The people who were originally there weren’t there.
Q:

Did you have the opportunity to enter any of the buildings?

A:

Except for Liberty Plaza? That morning? No. I stayed there. I was down

at the site several times. But because it was so unstable and buildings kept collapsing at
the time and because there were no other officers there, Lieutenant Maggiore asked me to
stay there and do triage and transport. Which is what I basically did.
Q:

Did they have ambulances there?

A:

Yes, mostly either the voluntaries or a couple of the volunteers from Long

Island, and an occasional FDNY unit was there. We didn’t have any problem with the
ambulances. Once we were able to set up a staging area, the ambulances would come in.
We’d have about 4 or 5 of them there at a time, and as they left we backed up. But that
wasn’t a problem.
Q:

And that was to transport them to the hospital?

A:

Yes.

Q:

So who was transporting the patients to the triage area?

A:

Either firemen or…
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Q:

This was on foot?

A:

Yeah, cause we were that close. We were half a block away from the

incident. Yeah, the firemen would bring them. The police officers would bring them.
There were some people at the pile, and occasionally they would bring people back. But
as I said before, most of the people at that time were FDNY, or uniformed service people
who had gotten injured, or needed to recline. Most of the walking wounded people had
left the area.
Q:

Is there anything else that you think is important that you would like to

add? Any observations? Any other personnel that you may have seen?
A:

No, I don’t think so. Anybody else that was down there that’d I’ve seen

was accounted for and working today.
Q:

Okay, I would like to thank you on the behalf of the Department for

participating in this, the time now is 10:52. This concludes this interview.
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RESPOND

THE FIRST

FROM PATROL

WORLD TRADE

TBAT

AT

COMMERCIAL

CENTER

EMPLOYEES

THE

HITTING

OUETIIIRIG

QUEENS

STREET

WAS MOVING

THE WAY TO GET US
SMOKE COMING

OUT OF

DESHORE

EXPLO

THE BUTILDIRIG
OUT OF

OVER

ON SECOND AVENUE

CARAVAN
BLACK

OF

SIRENS

BECAUSE

YOU COULDNT

SEE THE

SMOKE COMING

FIRE

NO

OTHER

NOTIFIED

MEANTIME

WHICH

CITYWIDE

RESPONDING
RESPOND

AND

ON

THE

OF

THAT

TO

THE AIR

TOLD

KNOW WHAT TO

THAT

DO

YIORAS

TURN

HIM

WAS
IN

THE

TO

SWITCH

WHO WAS ALL

WAS CLEARED

BECAUSE

AND THERE

LOOKING

AREA

WAS TOLD

THAT

ADVISING

LOCATIONS

DIDNT

AND THEY

RIGHT

AND

WERE

PEOPLE

THE

LIEUTENANT

WAS ADVISED

EVEN PRIOR

EMPLOYEES

DID

THEM

TOWERS BUT YOU COULD

COMMUNICATION
WE

VEHICLES

AND JUST

ABOVE

YOU KNOW

AND SOMEWHERE WE MADE

DRIVING

SCENE

OPENINGS

SEE THE TWIN

WAS NOT DRIVING

REAR END OF

FOLLOWED

SECOND AVENUE

MADE

BRIDGE

DEPARTMENT

AND WE JUST

ON

EVERYWHERE

STREET

59

AND WE TOOK THE

THERE WAS JUST

STANDING

THE

VEHICLES

POLICE

CARS WITH

BECAUSE

TO

GOIRTIFIG

BOTH BUILDINGS
WE MADE IT

LEFT

UOKE

YOU KNOW DARK

WE ALSO
THEY

TO

HEARD

THE

WERE ON

WERE NO

EMS

SUPERVISORS

WHERE TO

WHO TO

GO OR

AWAIT
SO

VARIOUS

STAGING
HAVE

VESEY
JUST

THEY WERE TOLD

KEPT

AREAS
NO

IDEA

FOLLOWING

THE

BY

COMMUNICATIONS

WE WERE TOLD

TO

GO

OF

EMERGENCY

GO TO

WEST AND

TO

WHERE WEST AND VESEY
CARAVAN

TO

IS

AND WE

VEHICLES

DESHORE

WE ARRIVED

THE WEST SIDE

ON

AND VESEY

WE COULDNT

FRONT

JUST

OF

BELIEVE

IT

NUMBER

IS

JUST
THERE

AMBULANCE
REALLY

HAVE

DIRECTIONS

PART

SET UP

CREWS THAT

DIDNT

BASICALLY

ASKED

PARAMEDIC

DAY

UNIT

WAS

THE

OF

THERE

AND

AND MYSELF

TOUCH WITH

DONT

HIM

AND HE

AND BE

LATER

TOLD BASICALLY
FURTHER

KNOW THEIR
JEN

RESPOND WITH

PART

OF

THE

WAS AL

TOURO

THAT

HE

STUDENT

RADIO

BLS UNIT

AND

WAS
OF

FROM
BUT

DESIGNATION

AND BONNIE

REALLY

EITHER
REACT UNIT

RIVERA

HAD ONE

STUDENT

ANOTHER

WERE LADIES

WAS ORLANDO
TO

HAD

FOUND OUT

ON

BUS

REMEMBER IT

HAD

THEY

WERE THERE WERE

TO

PARAMEDIC

NAMES ARE

KNOW THAT

THAT

WE ALSO

HELMET

NO

THE GENTLEMEN

AND

AS

RIDING

THE TWO LADIES

THE

ALL

WELLS

THEM ANY

AND

MAYBE

UNIT

PARAMEDIC

FLUSHING

TO

CHARLIE

YIORAS

THE INDIVIDUALS

FLUSHING

DIDNT

RIGHT

STANDING
GIVE

KEEP IN

TOWERS AND

CONTINGENCY

VOLUNTEERS

COURSE HAD

CHIEF

WERE JUST

TO

HATZOLAH

FIRST

ALL

WEST

WAS IN

IT

TWIN

AN AREA WITH

ANYBODY TO

US

MOST OF

HIS

TOWER

SAW LIEUTENANT

HE

OF HIS

ON THE

TWIN

WE GOT THERE

AS

TO

TRYING

ONE OF THE

EA

IT

FURTHER

GO ANY
TO

PRIOR

BELIEVE

ARID

AND ONE OF

BELIEVE

MYSELF

WORLD TRADE

THEY

AND CHIEF
CENTER

WERE

WELLS

DESHORE

OUTTIIWE

THE

BUTILDIRIG

LEFT

AMBULANCES
UNITS

HE

LIEUTENANT

AND THEN

KEYS

COME BACK
WAS WITH

HIM

TO

MR

MR

KELLER

HIM

IT

KELLER

TOLD

SAID

HIM

TO

HAD MY HELMET
RIGHT

WAY

TIME

BECAUSE

AND THE BODIES

SAID
JUST

TO

THEY

WERE TOLD

FOR

HIM

SO

LITTLE

TO

KEPT

COMING

HIM

DID

YOU SEE

TO

YOUR LEFT

THAT

SOME OF THEM WERE MOVING

WHOLE BODY WOULD JUST
ALL

ME

TO

ON THE

THAT

AT

CLOSE TO

AS

DEBRIS

FALLING

SAID

WHAT

THE BODIES

KEPT

SOME OF THEM WERE ON
OTHERS

THEY HIT

SOUND

THE

WERE NOT MOVING

GROUND THEY

YOU COULD

DISINTEGRATE

OVER AND THE

SAID

FROM FLUSHING

HE

HERE

FIRE

SPLUSH

TOLD

SAY THAT

EXCITED

THE

BUT

AND

MY HELMET

CHARL

PARAMEDIC

WAS AS

OF

DO

DOWN

OUT OF BOTH BUILDINGS

AND THE WORST PART

TO

GET EVERYBODY

COULD BECAUSE

HIM

TO

TO

ASS

HE

PUT

WAS

WAS TRYING
AS

THE

AS

FUNNY

IS
AN

COMING

SPLATTER

THIS

THE

ALL

AND THEN

HOSPITAL

LOOKED LIKE

BACKWARDS

ON

LOOK UP

WOULD GO LIKE

KEYS AND

WHY WOULD YOU SAY THAT

SPOKE WITH
AND

CHARGE OF

TO

UNPROFESSIONAL

APPARENTLY

THE WEST SIDE

THE

MR PRUE

ME THAT

WAS REALLY

IN

THEY WOULD COME BACK

RESPOND

AND

RIUTMBER

BUTILDIRIG

YIORAS

WHATEVER

OR

OF

COLLECT

WAS TO

WOULD GET PATIENTS

GET THE

SAID

CARRIER

SOUND AND

INTO

JUST
PIECES

SAW

SEE THE
AND

COUPLE

OF

DESHORE

THEM DO
TO

WA

THAT

THE REAR

CHIEF

VOLUNTEERS

WERE IN

WELLS

AND TRYING

MOVING

MORE CONCERNED WITH

NOT GETTING

CONTINGENCY

THE
TO

OUT FROM UNDERNEATH
HIT

BUT

BY BODIES

THE BILLOWING

THERE
JUST

DEMAND

TUIIE

CUIT

WAS TOTAL

TO

TIME

ANY KIND

HAD WHO HAD NO HELMETS
FURTHEST

END

OF

WAS NOW BUILDING
WELLS

SAID
GO

ANOTHER

TO

ON THE

UNIT

THE

COMING

CHAOS

ALL

THE
GIVE

CALL

THEY

ANYBODY

GETTING

OUT

OF

THE

WERE COMING
FOR

IN
SAYING
JUST
OR

SUGGESTION

MY CONCERN

VOLUNTEERS

THAT

WE GOT OVER TO THE
CENTER

BUILDING

SOUTHWEST

ME ONE UNIT

YOU

AND

OUT OF

PEOPLE

THEM SAFE

KEEP

COMMAND FREQUENCY
WILL

POURING

OF ADVICE

WORLD TRADE

ME KARIN

GOT THEM

KEPT

DIRECTION

SO AS

NUMBER

ONCE

WE COULD DO ANYTHING

THIS

WAS BASICALLY

KEEP THEM

TO

THEY WOULD GO BACK

THEM TO

THE

WERENT

KEPT

MY

HAD

THEY

WAS NO ORGANIZATION
IN

AND ALL

BECAUSE

JUST

IN

DEBRIS

WAS TRYING

MOVE LEFT

AND BEFORE

YOU MADE OF

THAT

FRONT

BACK

THE DEBRIS

KEEP GOING

WOULD NOT LISTEN

ME

ME

EVERYBODY

FALLING

HAD THE

THEY WOULD TURN AND

THEM

BY

THE BUILDINGS

THERE

OUR DIRECTION

HEY

HIT

SMOKE AND AS PEOPLE

THE BUILDINGS

AT

URTAKE

THAT
BECAME

IN

TO

ERICUIGLI

CORNER
TO

AND WHEN
THEN

WHICH
CHIEF

GO IN

WITH

NEED

YOU KNOW THAT

THE

DESHORE

OTHER

UTRILT

WHICH

AT

OF

US

JUST

AN

EXTREMELY

IIA

PATIENT

THAT

TIME

ALL

FELT
INTO

GO

DIDNT

WERE THE ONLY
TO

YELLING

HELMETS

BUT THEY

SHOULD

ONE

ON THE

THE BUILDING

FOLLOW

SIDE

CHIEF

THE STRAPS

HAVE

RIGHT

THE

THEY
SO

THEY

AGAIN

AM

PEDESTRIAN
HAD NO

THEY

WAS JUST

RECOLLECTION

AND BONNIE

WELLS

WITH

LONG BOARD
WERE LADIES

THEY HAD THEIR

OF

CHOSE

THE MEANTIME

THE DEBRIS

MY LAST

LONG BOARD WITH

AND

WAS

BECAUSE

UNDERNEATH

BUT

TOWARDS

AS

NOT

IN

DONT

JEN

HELMET

SAID

SO

HIM

OF

AND

THEIR

YOU AND

SOMEBODY WENT AND GRABBED

SOMEPLACE

DECISION

THERE WAS NO LONGER DANGER OF

WELLS

TAKE

INSTEAD

WAS UNBELIEVABLE

IT

DIDNT

HIS

AND BONNIE

BECAUSE

BY BODIES

FOUND OUT THEY

ON

ELSE

CHARLIE

TOLD THEM TO

LIVES

OF

TWO PEOPLE

HELMET

THE STREET

DOWN

THE

WERE JEN

AND THE DEBRIS

WAS GOING

IS

THEY

HIT

LOT

BUILDING

KNOW THAT

GET EVERYBODY

THEM GETTING
COMING

THE

ONES WITH

OVER

OVERPASS

SAVED

BU

THEIR

TO

CHOICE

WISE

WERE TWO LADIES

GONE BACK

ARID

LATER

TO

YOU THINK

THEY

YOU

DIDNT

LONG BOARD

ON

HAVE

FROM

STRETCHER

UP

THEY

LAID

NOW THEY

ARE

TRIPPING

AGAIN

TOLD

IT

STRETCHER
ARE WALKING

TOLD

THEM

YOU ARE GOING

TO

FALL

ON

THEM THIS

AND HURT

DESHORE

YOUTR

WONT

YOUT

TOOK THE LONG BOARD
RECOLLECTION

ME STILL

BACK
OF

FIRE
ALL

FRONT

OF

THEM

AT

ENTERING

FIRE

AND

AND BACK
THE
OUT

WAS

CAR

WERE PARKED
THE

AND
END

OF

APPARENTLY

WELLS

MY DELAYING

JEN AND

BONNIE

GRASSY HILL

AND UP

UNDERNEATH

WHEN SOMEBODY JUST

SIMPLY

BLOWING

SHOUTED AND

OF

SAID
THE

MADE IT

OUT

THEIR
HAVE

MY BACK

TO

PUSH

LIKE

MIGHT

SURVIVED

MUST
10

TOWARDS

GOING

TRYING

WAS THERE

THERE

ELSE

RECOLLECTION

CHIEF

IN

NEATLY

AMBULANCES MAYBE

EVERYWHERE

KNOW THAT

THERE

JUST

THEM

OF

TWO LADIES

THEY ALSO

RIGHT

OVERPASS

ALL

MY LAST
THE

AND

BECAUSE

WAS ITS

WAS

COMING

THAT

TOWARDS THE BUILDING

WHO IT

ELSE

SUBWAY AT

IS

TWO ROWS OF

THE BUILDING

ALL

THEM BACK

THAT

BUILDINGS

LEAST

THE BUILDING

THEM

THERE

UNDERNEATH

DIDNT

BUILDING

BUILDING

EVERYBODY

THIS

THEY

ARID

MY LAST

TOWARDS THE

PUSHING

THE AMBULANCES

WELLS

ANYBODY

TOP

ON

TIME

REALIZE

APPARENTLY

OF

IT

OF COURSE CARS PARKED

WAS CHIEF

HELP

OVER THERE

ME ALSO

BEEN

TO

WHAT IS

BECAUSE

TOWARDS THE

PARKED
HAVE

KEPT

DIDNT

THE GROUND
ON

THAT

AT

SAID

OVERPASS

ALREADY

AND PUT

AND

BECAUSE

THE

ABLE

WAS OF THEM GOING
ASKED

WITH

BE

EVERYBODY

SAVED

WAS

UP

THAT

OVERPASS

HAVE

NO

IDEA

10

DESHORE

HAD
TURNED

CLUE

RIO

WHAT

AROUND BECAUSE

AIRPLANE

KNOW IS

CANT

KNOW IS

SOME PEOPLE

CANT

AND

BACK

ON

HAD

IT

EXPLAIN

FORCE STARTED

IT

EXPLAIN
TO

NEVER

COMPARED IT

WAS THE WORST SOUND OF

IT

THUNDER

NOT

GOING

SOUND CAME FROM SOMEWHERE THAT

HEARD BEFORE

NEVER

WA

YOU HAD

RUN BECAUSE

WAS

WHAT IT

TO

ALL

ME IN

MY

THERE

BE

THOUGHT THERE

AN

SOUND

ROLLING

COME HIT

TO

WITH

ALL

WAS AN

EXPLOSION
RAN ABOUT

10

THEN THIS

FORCE AND

HILL

AND BY

WITH

ME ALREADY

SUPPORT

DARK

PITCH

ME

PASSING
LIGHT

COLUMN OF

MAYBE

THE

FEET

12

UP THIS

THIS

THREW MYSELF
THE PEDESTRIAN

BEHIND

COMING

THE

IT

LAST
IT

OVERPASS

THOUGHT

FORCE

WAS LIKE

WAS JUST

AN

TOWARDS

NOISE
LIKE

WAS SITTING

BEAM

BEYOND

TOTAL

ALONE

AND WHATEVER
ME

DONT

ORANGE

ALL

WANT TO

DIE

KNOW THE
WITH

MY LEFT
TOTAL

DESOLATED

THINK

KEPT

THOUGHT

DARKNESS

FELT

COULD SAY WAS PEOPLE

ALL

FAMILIES
WITHIN

DIDNT

EXPLOSION

THE SUPPORT

FELT

KEPT

ME

PAST

WAS COLLAPSING

BUILDING
SIDE

MAJOR

BECAME

JUST

WAS UNAWARE WHAT WAS HAPPENING
IT

GRASSY

SOUND CAUGHT UP

SOUND GOT WORSE THE

AT TIMES

LITTLE

ABOUT

SAYING

DONT

TO

FELT

THEIR
MYSELF

WANT TO

DIE

11

DESHORE

WANT TO

DON

DIE

CANT
DOWN

DIED

AND BEING

SUCKED

DONT
SUDDEN

IT

CRIED

NOBODY

BIT

WAS ALL

BUT

THEN

AIR

EVER

BREATHE

TO

WAS SIMPLY

YOU COULDNT

CANT

JUST

SAT

JUST

EXPLAIN

HAVE

VOICE

IS

FIRST
JUST

THE MAN SAID

OPENED MY EYES

NOBODY

THERE

BECAME

DIDNT

THERE
THERE

WAS

LITTLE
KNOW WHAT

CANT

AGAIN
SECONDS

MINUTES

ANYBODY

SHOULD

IM

IN

SET

OR HOWEVER

BEEN

THERE

SAID

OF

YOU COULD OPEN YOUR

BREATHING

SAT

ALL

SOUND

NOBODY MADE

PERIODS

MIGHT

TOOK

IT

SILENCE

NOTHING

AND

YOU TIME

KNOW AT

THE

EXPLOSION

THE

SOMEHOW OVER MY RIGHT
MALE

ABLE

SUFFOCATION

OF

BLACK

WAS PITCH

EASIER

LONG IT

OF

OVER AND THE

TALKED

WAS HAPPENING
GIVE

THIS

KNOW HOW LONG

ABSOLUTELY

IT

DARKNESS

IT

ON THAT

FURTHER

EYES

WAS BEFORE

WAS THE WORST THING

WHATEVER

AND THE FEELING

NOTHING

THE

AND NOT BEING

THE OXYGEN OUT

ALL

BREATHE
NO

AIR

WAS NO

LIKE

ALONE

MY LIFE

IN

EXPERIENCED

YOU HOW LONG IT

FELT

JUST

LONELINESS

THERE

TELL

IM
OVER

OUT

HERE

HERE

SAID

HEAR

THERE

PLEASE

SEE

DIDNT
ANSWER

DONT

LEAVE

CANT SEE

CANT

THIS

NOT

SHOULD

ANSWER
OVER

SHOULDER

EITHER

THATS
HE

ME

WHEN
SAID

12

DESHORE

IM

OKAY

WE WILL

TALK

TO

GOING

THATS

EACH OTHER

FIND

IM

SAID

OTHER

WE KEPT

WE FOUND EACH

OTHER

NOBODY ELSE

WORD

SAID
MY UNIT

WAS UNAWARE THAT
ALL

LAYING

ON WHERE THEY

THAT

LATER

ON

RIGHT

THERE WAS AN

WAS TOTALLY

LIKE
HELD

TRYING

TO

DIDNT

OTHER
FELL

FOUND THIS
LIKE

WAS TOTAL

US

AT

BEHIND

DIDNT

KNOW ANY

MARINA

WHERE WE COULD

WALK

COUGHING

WE WOULD PICK

MY

ALL

GENTLEMAN
BY

AND WE

THEN WE WERE

WAS JUST

DARKNESS

WE WERE
WE COULDNT

OF

THE

OR

LITTLE

TOWARDS THE

LOCATION

WE JUST
WE HELD

VOMITING

EACH OTHER

LIKE

ON

LATER

UP

ON

ME

AROUND

WE FOUND ABOUT

FOUND OUT

AS

WE WERE ALL

ALL

TO

SAW LATER

ONTO EACH OTHER

AND WE HELD

KNOW THERE WAS

DOWN

IT

PICTURE

WHICH

KIDS

LITTLE

ABOUT

TWO FEET

BEAMS

IT

SINCE

DIRECTION

STEEL

BREATHE

WE WALKED

WATER

HAD

SPITTING

MORE PEOPLE

FROM

LATER

IT

ME

OF

SAW

CAR

VOMITING

SEE ANYTHING

KIDS

FRONT

DESTROYED

SAID

ONTO EACH OTHER

COUGHING

WERE PEOPLE

DESCRIBED

THEY

THERE

OVERTURNED

ALSO

THE PICTURES

THERE

VAN IN

POLICE

REMEMBER BEING
IT

ANSWERED NOBODY ELSE

WERE

HAD
FEET

ME

AROUND

EACH OTHER

TO

TALKING

ARID

DID

WHAT WE

EXACTLY

WE FOUND EACH

TALK

TO

GOING

WALKED

IN

ONTO EACH
SOME OF

US

THERE

MIGHT

13

DESHORE

HAVE

BEEN

OF

BY

EVERYWHERE OBVIOUS

LAYING

NOW

THERE

SIGNS

OF

HAD NO AMBULANCES
WE HAD NOTHING

EQUIPMENT

THATS

WHAT WE

DOWN

STREET

BUILDING

MADE IT

WE HAD GRANULATED

IT

FIREMAN

THAT
POLICE

LACERATIONS
OF

SIGNS
PEOPLE

US
OF

JUST

WAS

IT

WE STARTED

TO

LEAST

AT

HAD WHATEVER

WAS

IT

NOW

WORSE
AS
JET

TO

WAS TOLD

FUEL

LATER

MIXTURE

ALL

AND OUR BODIES
WE NOW PICKED

GOT WORSE

WAS SEVERELY
OFFICERS
AND PEOPLE

SEVERELY

THAT

THAT

HAD

SEE

HAD

HAVE

SOME

AND

CUTS

BLEEDING

DIDNT
COULD

UP

INJURED

SEVERE

WERE JUST

WE WERE JUST
INJURIES

WALKING

CAME OUT OF

MY EYES

CEMENT AND

BY NOW MAYBE
ANY OBVIOUS

ON MYSELF

BUT

OTHER

WERE BLEEDING
WE WENT INTO

THE LADIES
PLACE

WHAT STREET

EVEN

WERE

WE KEPT

SOME WATER

US

MUD IN

WAY WE
AS

MY EYES BECAUSE

CREATED

OVER OUR UNIFORMS

10

THE

TWO LADIES

STREET

MY EYES AND THAT

FEMALE

JUST

NO IDEA

BROUGHT

IRRIGATED

APPARENTLY

ON

HAD NO MEDICAL

OUR MOUTHS OUT AND WE STARTED

KNOW
IN

THEY

DEATH

TOWARDS OUR

HAVE

DOWN THAT

HALFWAY

RINSE

HAD

WERE DEAD BODIES

FOR

CAME OUT
NAPKINS

THIS

LOCATION

AND FOUND OUT IT

AND TABLE

CLOTHS

OF

BUSINESS

WAS

WHERE

DISTRIBUTION

FOR RESTAURANTS

WE

14

DESHORE

THEIR
FOUND
HE

TO

RIAPKIRI

LONG BOARD

WAS SEVERELY

NECK OR

INJURED

POLICE

THE FIRE
OUTFIT

12

OFFICERS

WOUNDED IN

IN

ON

KEPT

AND SO

ANY AMBULANCES

HAVE

NOW CAME

THE

SAID

TO

WE ATTEMPTED

PUT

THEM

BUT

ON

LITTLE

LIGHTER

OUT

SAW THAT

THERE

WENT ACROSS

THERE

TRY

TO

AND

THEY

THERE

WAS SORT OF

MAYBE

12

BANDAGED

CALM IN

PEOPLE

WERE

TO

STARTED

AFTER

THAT

RUN THE
ALL

THE

WE STARTED
OFFICER

SAID

DO

YOU

WE HAD NO

NOTHING

NOW

PART

THE
NOW

OF THAT

INDIVIDUALS

HINDERED

THEY

COULDNT

BY NOW IT

THE OFFICER

12

AND HAD

FOUND SOME FACE MASKS AND

MORE AND WE JUST

EVEN

BREATHING

10

MAYBE BY

THEM BRING

HAVE

SOMEBODY APPARENTLY

DOCKED

AGAIN

WHATSOEVER

EQUIPMENT

BECAME

HEAD

WAS CHOSEN TO

TELLING

ON

REAR OF HIS

DEPARTMENT

YOU CAN FIND

HERE THAT
THEM UP

BANDAGING

OF HIS

HELMET

BECAUSE

THERE

FROM THE

WAS FIRE

ON

FIREMAN

THE BACK

THINKING

DEPARTMENT

SOMEBODY

THE INJURED

BLEEDING

AREA IN

UP

PEOPLE

AND WE PUT

OCCIPITAL

NOW WE WERE

BANDAGE

GET

FROM

BREATHE

IT

WAS GRAYISH

MARINA

LITTLE

WAS

US

THE BOATS

THAT

THEY
WERE

COULDNT

EVERYBODY

LOCATION

UP

LIKE

AND

EVERYBODY

SAID

ALSO HAD TWO ELDERLY
BUSINESS

THERE

WENT OUTSIDE

TO

MAYBE
FEMALES

SO WE HAD

SEE WHAT

15

DESHORE

COULD

DO

TRADE

CENTER

AW

WHEN

STILL

THE

ECONID

UNBEKNOWN

OF THE WORLD

BUILDING
ME THE

TO

FIRST

ONE HAD

COLLAPSED
SOMEWHERE AROUND THE
TRADE

CENTER

OUT

COMING
THIS

FLASH

JUST

KEPT

THAT

THE BUILDING

AND THEN
BOTH

ON

BUILDING

SOUNDS AND

POPPING

BOTH UP

THE EXPLOSIONS

AND DOWN AND THEN

OF

AROUND THE

SEE

THESE

WERE GETTING
ALL

THE

WAS

CAME OUT

GO ALL

COULD

AS

THE

EXPLODE

TO

RED FLASH

FAR

THEN

SOUND IT

WOULD JUST

AS

WORLD

WAY AROUND

EACH POPPING

IT

SIDES

THE

STARTED

ORANGE AND THEN

AN

INITIALLY

HAD

BUILDING

THE

ONE FLASH

WAS JUST
ALL

OF

AND RED FLASH

ORANGE

POPPING

SOUND AND WITH

POPPING

GOING

IT

INITIALLY

AND

BUILDING

THERE WAS THIS

MIDDLE

BIGGER

AROUND THE

BUILDING
WENT INSIDE
OTHER BUILDING
THERE

AND

IF

TOLD

FAR

THINK

WE HAVE

THEM

CANT

FORCE

YOU

SAFE

HERE

IM

TO

BE

ME

HALF

WE ARE ALL

BUILDING
BLOCK

NOW WE ARE PICKING

UP

AS

THAT

THE

OCCURRING

ANOTHER

KNOW IF

AWAY FROM THIS

UNBEKNOWN TO

EXPLOSION

DONT

WE ARE GOING

GET AS

TOLD EVERYBODY

THERE WAS AN

SAID

EXPLOSION

HERE

OR

AND

UP

MAJOR

GOING

TO

BE

BUT

DONT

GOING

TO

SAFE
KNOW

TRY

TO

POSSIBLE

DOWN WAS THE

WATER

THIS

FIREMAN

INJURED

16

DESHORE

IT

TOOK

TO

WITH

BUILDING

OUT OF

AND NOW

US

THE BUILDING

DOWN AT
FIRE

EARS

WOULDNT

AND HE

STAND

HIM

IS

STILL

THERE

HAD BEEN

APPARENTLY

US

OF

ENOUGH FOR

ARE
TO

ONLY

GET

EMS

PERSON

20

HIS

JOGGING

WERE IN

LITTLE

JOGGING

TRIED

THEY WERE INJURED

ANYBODY

SEEN

AND

FORTH

HE

EVEN

SPEAK

LATER

ON

FOUND

THERE

CALL

TO

STOP

OR

LAST

THAT
EAST

IT

AND

RIVER
THEY

CIRCLES

IN

JOGGING

THE

KEMP

UP AND DOWN THIS

SHORTS

THEM

OVER HIS

HAS

NAME IS

YOU WANT TO

SAW

ME TO

WERE TWO LADIES

WHATEVER

OUT IF

BACK

LONG

RIVER

STOP

HANDS

MY PARTNER
RUNNING

OR WEST

FIND

14

DOWN

HIS

JUST

FROM BATTALION

KEMP

WITH

FIND

HAD ANOTHER

OUT HE IS

COULDNT

US

OF

AND FURTHER

UNIFORM

CANT

YELLING

NAME IS

12

FROM THE

THE WATER WAS ONE EMS PERSON

DEPARTMENT

MY PARTNER

WITH

10

LADIES

THE

ALL

UP

THE WATER

DOWN TO

HIS

WE ARE PICKING

WE TOOK THE TWO ELDERLY

INJURED

GOING

HIM

CARRY

THEM

YOU

TRIED

TO

COULDNT

ANYTHING

STOP THEM
SO HERE

AND LOUDER
IF

THIS

AND BIGGER

BUILDING

THE OTHER BUILDING

WATER

THESE

SAID

AND

TOTALLY
HAD

EXPLOSIONS

ARE GETTING

LOUDER AND

EXPLODES
COLLAPSED

CAN SWIM

IM

TOLD

STILL

IM

TAKING

BIGGER

EVERYBODY

UNAWARE

GOING

IN

THAT

THE

SOMEBODY WITH

ME
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ARID

HOLD THEM
JUST

BECAU

IT

THEN

SMALL

OFFICERS

POLICE

MARINA

BY

MAKE OUT THAT

THE BOAT

CAME

SOME STAIRS
WHEN

IN

TO

LADIES

AND THE POLICE
14

BOAT

PEOPLE

SERGEANT

AT

STANDING

ON

THE

DO

THOUGHT

NOW

STILL

STANDING

MOVE SHOULD

SHIT

ITS

BE

AGAIN

ME

BUT

KNOWING OF

AT

AND

THE

SEE

GOT ON

AS

SERGEANT

COME OR

NOT

THATS

THE

YELLS

AT

ARE YOU

IM

OUT WHAT MY NEXT
SAYS

FUCKING

QUOTE

WHAT WAS HAPPENING

EXPLOSIONS

10

IM

FUCK

FIGURE

THE

AND ONE

WHAT THE

SAME SERGEANT

DIDNT
ALL

THE

TO

ON

MAYBE

TWO OFFICERS

SERGEANT

TO

LATER

ON BOARD

HAD NOT

BOAT

GO DOWN

WAS PUT

BOAT

WAS

AND

DOWN

EMS PERSON

TRYING

US

HAD TO

AND THE

THE

WHEN THE

COMING

WERE THAT

EVERYBODY

FIREMAN

ARE YOU GOING

THERE

YOU COULDNT

MONTH LATER

ABOUT

ME AND PARDON ME FOR MY LANGUAGE
TO

GRAY AND

SAW THAT

OFFICERS

WERE

THE DOOR TO

GOING

LITTLE

TO

THAT

WE CARRIED

GOT ON THE

WHAT

THIS

MY EYES

BOAT

SITE

OFFICERS

THERE

YET

THE

DOWN

GOT

RECALL

THAT

TO

GET

BUT

WAS JERSEY

IT

GOOD BUT THERE WAS LIGHT

DONT

WENT TO VISIT

ELDERLY

SIDE

MAYBE BECAUSE

SEE THAT

WE WENT

12

HAD TURNED

LIGHT

COULDNT

BAD

DARKNESS

THE OTHER

ON

BOAT

JERSEY

ENTERED

THEN THE

DROP

FOOT

MAYBE

THOUGHT

AS

THERE WAS LIGHT

WA

THOUGHT

BEHIND
HERE
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WA
THIS

WAVE OF

BOAT

CLOSED

COMING

FORCE

THE PEOPLE

IS

SECOND OFFICER
THAT

HAD BEEN

HAD NO CLUE WHAT WAS GOING
IS

AT

YELLING

HERE
THAT

GET THE

IS

FUCK

FORCE CAME AT

BOAT

WAS ATTEMPTING

BEHIND

WAS WITH

JUST

HOW LONG THAT

IM

RESIGNED
TIME

THIS

WE WERE

OVERTURN

WHEEL

THE

IN

IT

THE

THIS

THIS

MIND

TIME

DOOR

THE

HAPPEN

TO

IN

BY

AND THE
KNEE
HAVE

MY BACK

WAS

BECAUSE

DYING

HIS

TO

CORNER THERE

CANT

ON

HITTING

YOU KNOW

OTHER

STEERING

WAS JUST

SANK

WAS

IT

KEPT

DIDNT

JUST

USING

EVERYTHING

AND IT

AGAIN

DIE

LASTED

IS

FUCK OUT OF

WE ARE TIED

WITH

US

OTHER PEOPLE

STOOD AT

SITTING

SERGEANT

SORRY FOR

PLACE

GO ANY

PIER
TO

THE STEERING

SERGEANT

AND AS

TO

WAS RESIGNED

BECAUSE

THE

POOR GUY BEHIND

AND HIT

US

THE

AGAINST

IM

SOME

BOAT

ABOUT WHAT SAVED OUR LIVES

IS

THIS

THEN

THE

THE

WITH

THE

OF

THERE
GET

HERE

OUT OF

CANT

SAYING
THAT

THE BACK

THE BACK
BACK

ONE

THE BACK

WAS IN

ON

CAME RIGHT

THE

AT

SANK

JUST

WAS JUST

ARID

THE

ON

JUMPED

YELLING

IN

AGAIN

HAND AND

IT

THE SECOND OFFICER

WORD REPEATEDLY

WHEEL

JUST

MY LEFT

SERGEANT

OUTNID

THILI

HERE WHATEVER

THE

THE

ARID

AGAIN

THE DOOR WITH

AGAIN

US

OFFICER
OF

THIS

MY KNEES

DOWN TO
AT

EXP1O

ANOTHER

GUY

AND THE
NO

CLUE

WAS TOWARDS IT
WAS JUST
ME

DIFFERENCE

SECOND
WE WERE
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OF

CAPABLE

BREATHING

DONT

WHEN AGAIN

DIDNT

GET BROKEN

NOTHING

INDIVIDUAL

WITH

COVERED WITH
OFFICER

THE

SAID

HE

TIME

AND BY

HE

TURN

JUST

YOU HIT

HE

TURN IT

TO

THE LEFT

GET OUT

IN

THE OPEN WATER

KEEP GOING

OF

THAT

BECAUSE

HE

APPARENTLY

DIRECTION
BE IN
INTO

THE
THAT

THEY

GOT UP

SMALL

CABIN

APPARENTLY

GUY WHO

US

THE

FLOOR

CANT

LONG BOARD

LEFT

THE

TO

SEE

TILL

YOU

OUT

IN

OPENING

NEW JERSEY

WAS GOING

FROM THERE BECAUSE

JUST

DID

SMALL

THE LIGHT

AND
AND

OFFICER

THIS

OF

IM

LEFT

LEFT

AND WHEN YOU GET
WHAT THIS

GET THE

SEE WHERE

THE

TO

HE WAS

JUST

THE

TO

TURN IT

IN

THAT

APPEARED

AND

THROWN THE

AND HE WAS
FIREMAN

CABIN

THE

FIREMAN

HAD

AND WAS JUST

LAYING

THERE

HE

THAT

TO

WENT DOWN

WAS DOWN THERE

HAD TAKEN

LONG BOARD DOWN INTO
OFF THE

THIS

WAS BY THEN

THAT

STARCHED

TOLD

GOT UP FROM THERE

WAY

THIS

GOT OUT

IN

GOT OUT

YOU COULD

MARINA

QUIETED

CAME

THE BOAT

EXACTLY

AS WE FINALLY

IT

UNIFORM

AND TURN IT

THATS

OF

THE DOOR AND HE

SAID

SOMETHING

WINDOW

WASNT OVERTURNED

THE TIME

GOT OFF

NOW

HERE

KNOW HOW THE

OPENED

EVERYTHING

SOMEBODY

WHEN ALL

STARCHED

WHO FINALLY

FUCK OUT OF

GOING

THE BOAT

WITH

BOAT

BUT

REALLY

THE SERGEANT

AND HE UNTIED

EVERY

OR HOW THE

HAPPENED

DOWN AGAIN

WA

ARID

AND
COME
WAS
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TI11

PROFU

BLEEDING

WENT DOWN THERE

AND

THE LONG BOARD WAS LAYING

LEG
STAIRS

AND PEOPLE

AND BY

THEN

BOAT

THEY HAD GOTTEN

BACK

AND THE

AND

SAID

BECAUSE
METAL

TO

IN

HE STILL

HIS

OWN BLOOD

KARIN
TILL

AND WE JUST

TO

HELD

WE GOT OVER TO

TO

RIGHT

NOW

STRENGTH
HIM

SIDE

ON

TO

GET

UP

BOB UP AND

PUT THE
STILL

AREA

HELMET
TO

ON

HE

WAS

IM

ME JUST
HIM

TO

MY

THERE

ALL

MY NAME IS

SO WE JUST

JERSEY

AREA AND

COULDNT
THEY

THE LONG BOARD
THEY

OR AN

TO

HELD

HANDS

JERSEY

OUT OF THE
JUST

TURNOUT

THREW IT

SAID

POCKETS

CONNECTIONS

AND HIS

AND HE SAYS

HANDS

LEG AND

AND

HAD HIS

SO

TOP OF THE

OUT YOUR POCKETS
HOSE

POCKETS

WHEN WE GOT OVER TO
GET THE HELL

LIKE

THERE

OUT OF HIS

EMPTY

OUT

THE

OUT HIS

COMING

BENCH

BOB

MY NAME IS

RIGHT

HIS

WAS LIKE

IT

THREW

BACK

ON

THE

UP

AND HANGING

LOOKED

TOOK EVERYTHING
THERE

LAYING

IN

WAY GOING

SITTING

STUFF

GOING

THEY

AND EVERYTHING

RIGHT

THE

IM

YOU GOT

COAT AND

JUST

HIM

HALF

STRAIGHTENED

HAD ALL

HE

SORRY

WERE JUST

OUT HIS

STRAIGHTENED

GET

TOLD ME TO

THEY

CANT

SAID

DIDNT

UP

CAME AND GOT BOB

COULDNT

GET

AND THE

UP

THEY

HAVE

AND THEY

SAW THEM TURN HIM

LONG BOARD

GET UP
THE
PUT

OVER TO MY

OF THEM GOT
CAME AND THEY
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PIIY
UP

STOOD ME

THOSE

BOAT

ABOUT

STAIRS

WE WERE THE
THERE

YOUR HAND
HEAR ALL
DO

IT

RIGHT

THE
HIM

GIVE

BOAT

IT

AND THEY PUT

PUSHED

ASSISTED

ME AND THEY

AND THEY

PUT ME RIGHT

HAPPENED

TO

MEDICAL

HAND

ME

UP

SO WE WERE

GAVE US

WATER

MADE IT

WORSE

WERE VOMITING
THE BETTER
STARTED

EVERYBODY

JUST

THEN

BLOOD
ONES

OFF

MAKING

JUST

THEIR

OUT

TOOK MY

TOOK ONE OF

IT

AND

THEY PULLED

TO

ME UP

SOMEBODY CAME AND JUST
OVER ON THE

DONT

THERE

AND

OUR EYES

WE WERE VOMITING

BECAUSE
TRIAGE

NAMES AND

BUT

IN

COMING

TO

BOB

AGAIN

THEY

AND IT

JUST

KNOW WHAT HAPPENED

ON

SOME OF US

APPEARED

BE ONE

TO

THEY HAD TRIAGE
TAGS

PIER

KNOW WHAT

STARTED

LAYING

AND SO

CAN

DIDNT

KNOW

GAVE IT

UP

HIM

UP

AND

AND THEY IRRIGATED
BY

GIVE

SOMEBODY FINALLY

THEY

DONT

AND

TEAMS

REACT

THERE

ELSE

ANYBODY

JUST

YOUR FOOT

SOME SHEETS

PUT

THERE

YELLING

THERE

THEN

UP

JERSEY

GET OVER THERE

TO

PUT

WALK

TOP OF THE

SOMEBODY AND THEY

TO

MEAN THEY PUT

AND THEY

DID

UP

YELLING

THEM

IT

IN

COPS KEPT

COULDNT

HAND AND GAVE

US

COPS KEPT

COULD HEAR

SOMEBODY

AND

FIRST

YOUR

THIS

OF

BUT

MY LEGS

OF

FOR

THE

GET

GOT TO THE

READY

WAS NOBODY THERE

WERE COPS THERE

AND

UP

WERENT

AND THEY

COULDNT

UP

TAGS

AND PUTTING

LADDER

COMPANY OR

IT

ON
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ENGINE

EMS

ARID

ARID

CIVI1IANI

45

MINUTES

TAGS

UP

EVERYBODY

FOR

MAYBE
NOT AMBULANCES
MEDICAL

SET UP

THEY

TOOK US

TREAT

BUT

CENTER

JUST

AN

MADE TRIAGE

ARID

INTO

THEY

SOME VANS

TO

TAKE

JERSEY

US
OF

AN

AUDITORIUM

GOT ALBUTEROL
THEY

COULDNT

US

TO

WHEN WE GOT THERE

THE AUDITORIUM

OUT MY EYES

KNOW

HOUR LATER

SOME KIND

INJECTION

CLEANED

AN

OF

WITH

US

TO

EVEN HEAR ANY

THEY HAD

TO

THEY PROCEEDED

TREATMENTS

AND

DONT

WERE JUST

MORE

GOT

AND THEY

GOT AN OPHTHALMOLOGIST
AND MY EARS

CITY

WHATEVER

OR

AND

GOT

FROM ALL

PROBABLY

THE NOISE
MY PROBLEM

HELMET

DIDNT

WOULD NOT
KNOW WHEN THE

MEAN

THREW MY SELF

HIDE

SURRENDER
NEXT

THING

JUST
ON THE

TO

GIVE

MY HELMET

BECAUSE

WAS GOING
AND

GROUND LOOKING

TO

COME
HIT

THE

WHEELCHAIR

AND

OF

GOT OUT OF THAT

MY

UP

FOR

US

SOMEPLACE

TO

CAN REMEMBER THAT
BUT

LOOKED

FOOT HAD NO

MY RIGHT

MY POCKET

CHILD

EVER HAVE

THE MOST UNBELIEVABLE

DOWN

MY SOCK IN
AS

REFUSED

AN OXYGEN TANK

SOMEBODY DROPPED

DECK

WAS

TO

WAS ALWAYS
TO

JUMP

IN

THE

THE BEST

THING
SOCK

IS

ON

THAT

FOUND

OF MY RECOLLECTION

TOLD BY MY GRANDMOTHER IF
WATER

TAKE

WHEN

YOUR SHOES AND

YOU
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OCK

BECAU

OFF

IT

WILL

YOU DOWN

PULL

WATER

OF

MY SHOES AND

SOCKS OFF AND THEN

JUMPING

ON

PUT MY SHOE BACK
AFTER
CONFERENCE

ROOM WHERE THEY

INDIVIDUALS

OF

MY FEELING

TWO LADIES

INTO

THAT

TOTAL

MENTAL

THAT

EVERYBODY
TOLL

GET

THE PHONES
BATTALION

ANY KIND

WERE
47

IN

OUT
THE

FROM ME WAS THAT
WAS WITH

THEM

INDIVIDUALS

AFTER

THEN PEOPLE

BY
AND
IT

HAD
TOOK

JUST

SOMETIME

MAYBE
AL

AND THOSE

THE

IN

IN

TOURO WAS BROUGHT

FROM FLUSHING

WE HUGGED AND WE CRIED
TO

WELLS

THERE

OCLOCK

PD

FROM MY

OR ANYBODY

COLLAPSED

ON ME UNTIL

FIRE

SURVIVOR

ONLY

BECAUSE

WAS IN

COME AND

TRAUMATIZED

CHARLIE

HAD

WE SAW EACH OTHER

UNABLE

SEEN

TAKING

TO

UP

ALL

GATHERED

BUILDING

AFTERNOON AROUND
THE PARAMEDIC

HAD

IN

CAN REMEMBER

BEST

WE WERE TAKEN

SENDING

BOTH BUILDINGS

THAT

FIGURED

THE

HAD THIS

HADNT HEARD

STARTED

SAW THE BOAT

SAW SOME REALLY
BY THEN

SYNDROME

SAID

THATS

TREATMENT

AND EMS PEOPLE

UNIT

IN

THE

ANTICIPATION

THINK

THAT

AND WE JUST

CRIED

WE JUST
OF MESSAGE
MY HUSBAND

ROCKAWAYS
HAD LOST
AND

ALL

STOOD THERE

TO

HAD BEEN

MY FAMILY

WORKS OVER
THE
OF

LAST

TO

BECAUSE

AT

TRANSMISSION

MY PEOPLE

WAS TRYING

AND

THAT

EVACUATE

THERE WAS NO MORE TRANSMISSION

EVEN
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THAT

DIDNT

APPARENTLY

LIEUTENANT
CENTER

HERE

HE

THEN MISSING
CONFIRMED

DEAD
THAT

AWAY
HAD

HERE WENT TO

THE

HAD ME DECLARED

INITIALLY

PASSED

PEOPLE

TO

TLIROUTGLI

GLEESON

AND POSSIBLY

AND THEY

FAMILY

GET

AND THEN

TIME

MISSING

DEFINITELY

OF COURSE

HARD

VERY

COMMAND

REACHED MY

TRYING

TO

EVENING

AT

FIGURE

OUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED
MY HUSBAND

OCLOCK

AFTER

DOING

CAUSED

AN

ACCIDENT

PICKED

UP

BY

BROUGHT HIM
THAT

BY

WHEN

GOT

NIGHT

REALLY

THAT

IMMEDIATELY

CAR

HE

830

WAS ABOUT
FOR

THE

HAD

BE

TO

AND SHE

DANIELLE

REACHED THEM

OCLOCK

10

BUS

OCLOCK
FIRST

KNEW THAT

CENTER

SOOT THAT

MINISTER

NIGHT

FROM SOMEWHERE AND BECAUSE

DOWN WE GOT

THAT

THAT

BROUGHT

GO

WAS FOR

TIME

AND

BACK

TO

FIRST

FROM
THE

CITY

JERSEY

CITY

SOMEWHERE IN

REACHED HERE

THE

WAS ALL

BECAUSE

FROM THE

ESCORT

AN

WE WERE ALLOWED
MEDICAL

HE

THE

ONE OF MY CHILDREN

YORK WHERE WE WANTED TO
THAT

HOURS TOURS

AND TOTALLED

AND WE WERE ALL

POLICE

WORK THAT

WAS ALIVE

TOLD THEM

WAS CLOSED

12

HERE AND THAT

EVENING

JERSEY

LEFT

TIME

AT

NEW

1030

MY FAMILY

RIGHT
TO

BY

WAS COVERING

TAKE

SHOWERS AT

200

IN

US

HAD

THE

THE AFTERNOON
CREATED

TOTAL

ALL
RASH
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ITUTATIORI

DONT

THINK

EVEN

STOOD UNDER THAT

KNOW HOW LONG

COULDNT

BUT

FOUND DEBRIS

INSIDE

MY CLOTHES

THAT

UNBELIEVABLE

HOW IT

GOT THERE

IT

MY UNIFORM

EXPLAINED

WAS TOTALLY

COVERED WITH

SOOT THAT

WAS

ON

MY VISOR

CANT

MY HELMET

WAS ONE OF THE BETTER

OFF

GET IT

WAS JUST
JUST

CANT

GRAY

IT

EXPLAIN

WAS CRACKED

ONES THAT

FOR

BE
WAS

WHAT IT
BUT

GOT AWAY AS

EVEN

THINK
FAR

AS

WAS CONCERNED

INJURY

IM

ALIVE

QUITE

HERE TO

THEY

JUST

SIMPLY

MORE

HAD

ACROSS

SITTING

HASNT

THE BEST

HAD TO

BECAUSE

QUITE

IF

FROM ME AT

YOU FEEL

DO

WILL

GO

OFF

THE DEEP

END

THAT

AFTER

YOU COME HERE

HOW DO

PEOPLE

NOBODY IN

SERIOUSLY

INJURED

THE

CONFIRMED

THAT

ALL

LIKE

YOU ARE

AND ASK ME ONE MORE
TALK

TALK

WHAT HAS

MY UNIT

MOST THEY

WHILE

COME HERE NO

AND YOU SIT

ME

KNOW THAT

BIRNHACK

DONT

WANT TO

ME WAS TO

WHILE

AFTER

YOU WANT TO

WITH

CAME

PEOPLE

WHILE

THE DESK

ONLY PEOPLE

WERE THERE

YES

THEM PLEASE

TIME

THE

ME

OF INTENTIONS

TELL

YOU

CAN TELL

EXPERIENCE

AN

LEFT

COUNSELING

US

GIVE

FELT

IT

ELSE

ANYTHING

STORY

WELL

RABBI

IIOWER

ABOUT

TO

IS

THE

REALLY

GOT KILLED

IT

HELPED
OR

HAD WERE FRACTURES
THE

HATZOLAH
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UTRVIVED

VO1UTRITEER

THAT

PEOPLE

WERE WITH
THAT

SO GRATEFUL

FIRST

ONE FROM MY UNIT

STILL
WITH

WISH

MOMENT

INTO

THE

FIRE

SERVICE

THAT
WITH

EXCUSE

WAS THAT

SATURDAY

IS

10

UNTIL

DAYS

LATER

EVEN

RECEIVED

THE EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR

THERE

WAS GREAT

PEOPLE

WHICH

AFTER

HAD
HANDLE

TO

BECAUSE

HANDLE

ANYTHING

AT

OTHER INDIVIDUALS

THAT

TO THIS

PARTICIPATE

DAY

ME TO

IN

FIND

AGAIN

FACILITY

ABOUT

COUNSELINGS

FIND

CALL
THAT

MR VELEZ
AT

HOME

MY

WAS

SOME OTHER
THE PROBLEMS

NOBODY WAS AVAILABLE
HERE

CONCERNING

HAD GONE THROUGH THIS
HAVE

EVEN

OUT HOW

GONE THROUGH ALL

NOT BEEN

FROM SOME CERTIFIED

ANY COUNSELINGS
TO

THE

FROM

HOSPITAL

CONCERN HERE

HAD

TO

PHONE

CALL

LOCAL

ME FOR

WEEK AFTER

OF ELMHURST

DOING

FROM

ONE FROM THE

NO

GET

PHONE

BUT NO ONE FROM EMS CONTACTED

ARE

EFFORT

OF

DIDNT
WHICH

WOULD COME AROUND

OR WHATEVER

DIDNT

MY CHIEF

WAS THE

THE WHOLE SITUATION

THAT

KIND

WAS

BUILDING

OUT HOW WE WERE DOING
SEE

HE

AND NOT PEOPLE

MADE ANY

OTHER

SURVIVED

ALL

DEPARTMENT

MY CONCERN REALLY

DEPARTMENT

THE

OF

SURVIVED

WELLS

PROBLEM

PROFESSIONALS

COUNSELING

FIRE

ME AND THEY

CHARLIE

HAVE

ALL

TO

SPOKE

WITH

GROUP

THE

TRAUMA

ASKED DO

PEOPLE

TO

OR DO

NEED
WISH

ELMHURST
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HO

IIA

OFFERED

WILL

ACCEPT

BUT

BEEN

MADE BY

THE FIRE

ASSIST

US
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MR. CUNDARI:
2001.

Today's date is October 22nd,

The time is 1330 hours.

I'm George Cundari.

I'm with Richie Dun of the New York City Fire
Department.

I'm conducting an interview with the

following individual:
Q.

Please state your name, rank, title and

assigned command.
A.

George J. DeSimone, Lieutenant, Engine

Company 224.
Q.

Can you please state the events regarding the

day of September 11th, 2001?
A.

Sure.

It was about 8:45 or so.

We were

watching the morning news in the firehouse, in the back
room, and we saw the first plane go in or photos of the
first plane hit the Trade Center.

I said to the guys

in the firehouse to get ready, I'm sure that we'd be
moving on this, whether we were going to go to the fire
or we were going to relocate to some other engine
company in Manhattan.

About two minutes passed, and I

believe the time was 8:54 when we got the ticket to
leave.
As we opened the front door of quarters,
there were already papers and other kinds of debris
falling outside on Hicks Street.

We mounted the rig.
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We went down Columbia Street.

The guys who were

looking north sitting in the rig saw the second plane
hit.

We were en route to the staging area at Hamilton

Avenue.

When we got there, I don't think we were there

more than two minutes and we were told to head into
Manhattan.
We went through the Battery Tunnel.

When we

came out of the Battery Tunnel, we were on West Street,
very close to the Trade Center, and that was one of my
problems with the whole setup initially.

As we pulled

close to the Trade Center, the tower, we saw airplane
parts.

We saw bodies.

We saw body parts.

What we did

then was we decided to move a little bit further west
on West Street to the furthermost point that we could.
Q.

Was there a lot of commotion and chaos in the

street?
A.

At that time it appeared to be pretty quiet.

There were a few rigs in the street around us.

I

couldn't even tell you what the numbers of those rigs
were.
Q.

What about civilians?

A.

I really don't recollect seeing any civilians

at that time.
As I said, we pulled west to get out of there
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because I thought we were in part of the exposure at
this point.

No sooner did we do that, we went west, as

I said, and just a little bit north to get out of that
area, and there was a lieutenant in a white shirt, I
presumed from Metrotech, who came over and he said to
me, "Go up the street north and find a hydrant.
going to relay water."

You're

I don't recall what company he

wanted us to relay water to.
We went up to the first hydrant and there
were too many vehicles around us, so we went up to
about the second hydrant.

He also said initially to

make sure that we maintain an aisleway in the middle so
that emergency vehicles could get to and from.
As we pulled up and got to the second
hydrant, we noticed that there was transmission fluid
leaking from our apparatus.

What I wanted to do was

make sure the apparatus was parked and out of the way
of this little aisleway that they wanted us to keep.
So we had to jockey through a few vehicles.

We had to

jockey a few other vehicles around so we could put our
apparatus close to that hydrant and hook up.
In the meantime, when we saw the transmission
fluid leaking on the ground, one of the guys,
Firefighter Saulle, went underneath with a wedge and he

5
G. DeSIMONE

tried to put the chock into that, and he did in fact
stop the transmission leaking to a great extent.

At

that point, I took my extra riding list and I went down
back in front of the Trade towers, and I'm not sure if
it was the north tower or the south tower, but I went
to what appeared to be the command post.
At the command post I saw Chief Ganci, I saw
Chief Downey and a bunch of other Fire Department
bigwigs, and I gave them my riding list.

We were on

the apron of a building opposite the tower on the west
side of the street, and it looked like it was going to
be an underneath parking garage.

We were on the apron

of that at that point in time.
After that, I got out of there as quick as I
could because the building was decaying.

I mean, there

was fire coming out of it, fire dropping down, and at
that point I think we started to notice bodies dropping
from the buildings.

In that amount of time, and I

can't tell you how long the frame was, maybe about a
half hour, maybe 20 minutes, maybe two hours, we saw
multiple bodies.

I probably counted 20 bodies that had

jumped from the windows.
As we got back up the street -- they had told
me from the command post to just wait, that they would
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tell us what to do.

The next thing I know, we heard a

little bit of a rumbling, and then white powder came
from the first collapsed building.
explosion initially.
tried to run.

I thought it was an

We got hit with the powder.

We got hit with the powder.

We

It took a

few minutes to clear.
After that, we started triaging as many
firefighters and civilians as we could.

It was

basically cuts, scratches and eyes that were irritated,
and we tried to irrigate as many of those eyes that we
could.
Q.

Are we talking about a lot of firefighters

and civilians?
A.

Was it a large group?

I would say those rigs that were parked in

and near where we were, and I'd say we were maybe 200
feet north of that first footbridge, maybe 20 or 30
firefighters in and around that area, to include us,
and maybe another 20 or 30 civilians at that point.
They all looked like they had just come out of a
snowstorm.

We did that for the better part of a half

hour or better.
Right after that, in my mind, I heard a
rumbling, and it was almost as if it was the roller
coaster at Coney Island.

It seemed like a metal
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clanging on metal sound.

Then we saw a black cloud

come out, and I told everybody to run.

We ran as fast

as we could as far north as we could.

At that point we

had gotten separated.

We couldn't outrun a cloud.

As for me, I got knocked down.
was the day I was going to die.

I thought it

I got knocked down and

I put my mask on and it was full of debris in my face
piece.

When I started inhaling, I took a lot of stuff

in from whatever was caught in my mask.

I thought I

was going to have a heart attack initially.

I heard my

heart pumping, and when you're encapsulated with the
helmet and the mask and the face piece on, it was kind
of horrible.
After that, I still thought it was an
explosion.

I thought it was some kind of thermal

explosion where I'm either going to get burnt -- and I
had kind of ideas that it was going to be something
like Hiroshima where all this heat was coming at me and
we were going to get burnt -- or if the heat didn't
burn me, I thought that all the parts coming out of
this building, the windows, metal, all the things like
that, that I might be severed in half.
completely black.

It turned

I was still on the ground at this

point, and I just thought we were going to die at that
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point.
Right after that, probably the better part of
anywhere from five to 15 or 20 minutes, I don't even
recall, it started to lift a little bit, and looking
through my face piece it appeared to be like a dreary
day that you see in a newspaper article or photo from
maybe Rochester or Buffalo in the middle of the
winter.

Visibility was limited.

At this point my

concern was where were the rest of my firefighters?
It took me the better part of 40 minutes, 45
minutes, to regroup and find all of them.

At that

point, I found them someplace north of Stuyvesant High
School but on the east side of Vesey Street.

As we all

got together, we shook off what we could and we
assessed if anybody was really hurt to any extent, and
we kind of just sat around for a point there.

At times

they tried to ask me, "Lieutenant, let's do something,
let's get busy," this that and the next thing.
I found a command post again and that
appeared to be north of that first footbridge, and I
checked in with whomever.
point.

I don't even know at that

It was a quasi command post at best.

Q.

Were the radios working at the time?

A.

The radios were working.

At one point they
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were very, very silent, and at another point it
appeared that there was so much chatter on it that you
couldn't decipher any kind of a message clearly coming
through.
Q.

Did you hear a lot of Maydays on the radio?

A.

No, I did not.

Maydays.

That's fact.

I did not hear a lot of

There may have been stories of

hearing a lot of Maydays, but I didn't
Q.
A.

recall.

Were you on frequency 1?
Yes.
I checked in at the command post and said

that we're available.

They said just take it easy, sit

there, and basically throughout the remainder of the
next couple of hours, past noontime, I'd say, we were
just hanging out, sitting together, and just scared as
hell.

We saw jets overhead, commercial airliner,

military jets, Air Force jets, and we didn't know what
the hell was going on.
Q.

Between the first and the second building,

the first one you only had the white smoke and the
second building you had the black smoke?
A.

Yes.

I mean, the visibility was reduced the

first time pretty much, but there was no visibility the
second time.

Absolutely none.

We were in pitch

10
G. DeSIMONE

black.
Later, I'm going to say sometime around
12:00ish, 1300 hours, we heard them calling, "224 give
me more water."

Sometime in that interim somebody had

moved our apparatus.

They had hooked up on Vesey

Street at West, and our pumper was pumping.

Every time

we heard 224, we thought they were calling us, you
know, just the numbers of the apparatus, the
identification numbers.

So we made our way back to

Vesey Street and we manned our own pump pretty much the
rest of the day, and for the next two days our pumper
operated at that particular site.
That's about all I know.
unit showed up with the recall.

More members of the

I was able to make a

phone call home to my bride, my mother, let them know
we were all right.

After that, there's nothing else

that I can really tell you.

It's just a bad day, a

real bad day.
I don't think we understood the magnitude of
what was going on.
in the building.

I was fearful that there were bombs

That was my first thought, being the

military kind of guy that I am.
Q.
attack?

You knew right away it was a terrorist
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A.

When I saw the second plane, yes.

no question.

There was

The first one could have been an

accident, pilot error, heart attack of the pilot or
crew.

The second one, there was no doubt about it.

One horrible day.

That's all I can say about it.

Is there anything you want to clarify or you
want to ask me to clarify?

That's how I saw it that

day.
Q.

So basically that was the end of the day?

A.

That was pretty much it.

Q.

Were there any other officers or any vehicles

that you might remember seeing numbers while you were
driving down that lane?
A.

When we met the staging area, I honestly

can't be sure if it was 202 or 204's apparatus.
was a truck company there.

There

But, again, we were there,

as I said earlier, no more than two minutes.

I'm

thinking more like 30 seconds that we were there.
There was enough confusion going on and we were looking
back north at the Trade Center from the staging area at
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel and just seeing volumes of
flame coming out of multiple stories.
Q.

At any time did you see a lot of civilians

between the two collapses?
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A.
around.

I saw a lot of disoriented civilians walking
Most of them were holding their noses, of

course, or their heads, not from any injuries, but I
think they were concerned about what they were inhaling
at that time.
Q.

Can you just clarify on the map here where

you parked the engine originally?
A.

To the best of my recollection, I don't know

if it was this bridge.

I'm assuming this is Vesey

Street somewhere here?
Q.

Here is Vesey, right there.

This is Liberty,

which is the beginning, and this is Vesey.
closer to the Battery Tunnel.
pedestrian bridge.

Liberty is

This is the first

This is the second pedestrian

bridge.
MR. DUN:

Here is the Winter Garden right

there.
A.

See, I have it backwards.

In my mind, Vesey

was sitting somewhere over here.
Q.

So you actually were on Liberty?

A.

We came up through the mouth of the tunnel.

Q.

Yes.

A.

Okay.

That's right over here.
We came right up in front over here,

and parts were falling off.

The building was decaying.
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Q.

So that would be Liberty.

A.

Okay.

We pulled then across here, west, the

west side of West Street, and then we went north about
over here, maybe Barclay, Vesey to Barclay.
Q.

Right.

Because Stuyvesant is over here on

Chambers.
A.

We ran like hell and we wound up -- there's a

school over here on this side, too, I believe.
Q.

Yes.

That's the college.

A.

New York City Community maybe or something?

Q.

Yes.

A.

That's where we recouped, up that way.

BMCC, right.

The only other thing that really scared me
was, between these towers this way, and there was
another very tall building here, most of the forces
were massed in and around here, between these two.

My

only thought was that this one on the north side is
coming down, too, trapping any secondary forces that
were still alive at that point in there, you know, it
was a shitty day.
MR. CUNDARI:

I'd like to thank you,

Lieutenant DeSimone, for conducting this interview.
The time now is 1345.

This concludes the interview.
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TAMBASCO:

Today is October 22nd. I’m Mike Tambasco with the

World Trade Center Task Force, conducting an interview into the events of September
11th at the World Trade Center. Interview time is beginning at 8:08, and our interview
today is with…
ROLAND DIAZ:

Roland Diaz Junior.

Q:

Roland, tell us your story.

A:

I remember on September 11th, I was going to post when I got a call for a

plane that hit the World Trade Center. Me and my partner started heading down there.
Q:

Who was your partner that day?

A:

Chris Attanasio. We started heading down there towards Manhattan. We

were at the Bruckner Interchange when I saw the second plane hit the second tower. So,
we’re rushing down there, we’re fighting traffic. We go on the FDR, we get off. We got
there between 10-15 minutes. We started pulling up on Church Street.
Q:

Do you remember Church and what?

A:

Church and Vessey.

Q:

Great,

A:

That was the staging when we first got there. On our approach we saw

bodies on the floor. We go talk to the commander. The commander tells us to start
setting up, start heading in. As we started getting on our gear, the Lieutenant came out
and told us that they’re changing staging to West and Vessey. So we pull to West and
Vessey. We get our stretcher out. We’re getting our gear. We go down and start walking
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towards the building. There was so many people there, everybody was running around.
It was more a thing of people running around like a chicken without a head. So before I
started to go, I had this need to call my Dad. When I picked up the phone to call my Dad
to tell him bye, I was in building….
Q:

The North Building is One, the South Building is Two.

A:

No, I was in building Five. I went into the entrance, they also had another

triage set up in there. I pick up the pay phone, call my dad, I finally get in touch with my
Dad. People start running, yelling another plane hit the building. So, one side of the
building was all glass, when I looked at it, my first reaction was to run down into the
basement. But then in my head I said, that would have been the wrong thing, I would
have been stuck down there. So I start running towards West Street within the building,
so I guess I’m running West. I found an exit. Once I stepped out the exit, a cloud of
smoke with debris, the minute I stepped out, overtook me. It was so much debris that if
you put your hand in front of your face, you couldn’t see it. I started coughing. At the
same time, I’m still trying to get to West Street, away from the tragedy. Me and my
partner, we meet up. This gentleman from OME, Operations Emergency Management…
Q:

OEM.

A:

Yeah, OEM for New York City comes up to me and my partner. He says

my Lieutenant is still in there, I need somebody to take us. So me and my partner,
adrenaline is still rushing, we go to the ambulance, which is full of debris. At that time
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everybody is running in all directions cause they didn’t know what was going on. All
they knew was somebody yelled that second plane hit the building, and later they realized
that the building collapsed. So we run back to the bus. Luckily the bus starts. The guy
from Emergency Management jumped in the bus, we started heading back towards tower
one. We opened up the doors. We got as close as possible. A fireman came up to us, he
had lacerations to his face, he had burns, he had respiratory problems. Another
gentleman came up to us, he had a pacemaker and he had chest pains. A handicapped
woman, on TV they mentioned, not everyone had seen it about this guy who said he was
helping this lady down the stairs who was handicapped, brought her down into the lobby,
didn’t know what happened to her, and was wondering if she was alive. I happened to
be, me and partner, the ambulance that picked her up. Everybody ran to us. We put on
our masks cause we kept breathing in, breathing in. We transported at least 6 to 7 people.
Cause everybody ran in, we closed the doors, and we took them to, I think it’s Cabrini
Hospital. The one thing that I really remember. When we pulled up it was a ghost town.
All you saw was dust. The building wasn’t there anymore. Everybody’s running in
different directions. Everybody’s trying to find each other. After that, my partner and I
talked and listened to other peoples’ stories, and basically that’s it.
Q:

So you were already en route to the hospital when the second building

came down then?
A:

Yeah, I was there when the first building collapsed.
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Q:

Well, is there anything else you’d like to add to this for posterity?

A:

Well, September 11th will be a day that I’ll never forget. You know, it

made me a different person to realize how precious life is and it gave me different aspects
of how I see things now. And to all the families that lost members, my deepest regrets to
them.
Q:
8:15 AM.

Okay, well I thank you for your interview. This interview concludes at
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MR. MURAD:
2002.

Today's date is January 17,

The time is 545 hours.

My name is Murray

MURAD of the Fire Department of the City of New
York.
Q.

I'm conducting an interview with --

A.

MOUSSA DIAZ, EMT, 3203 for the New York City

Fire Department, EMS.
Q.

This interview is being conducted at

Battalion 49, Astoria station.

This is regarding the

events of September 11, 2001.

EMT DIAZ, just give us

your perspective on what occurred that day.
A.

What happened was we had a job, pregnant

complications, so I called for back up medics 49
Victor, Tour 2.

We brought the patient over to

Elmhurst Hospital.

Upon getting our ACR signed, Carlos

Lillo came running over and told us a plane just hit
the tower, you know, let's come up available as soon as
possible and head down there.
Got on the radio, we got in the ambulance and
got on the radio, and we told them we were going to be
responding, so we followed 9 Victor en route to the
tower from Elmhurst Hospital in Queens.
Q.

Keep going.

A.

Elmhurst Hospital in Queens.

From there, we
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drove down to the Midtown Tunnel.
Tunnel.

Took the Midtown

Our destination was Barclay and Vesey.

From

there me and my partner -- 9 Victor went their way.

Me

and my partner went towards 1 World Trade Center, where
the command post was.
Q.

What was your partner's name, who were you

working with that day?
A.

Paul Adams, shield number 2212.

We were

directed to go to either Barclay and Vesey, right
across the street from the 1 World Trade Center.
That's where we met Captain -- I don't know her name.
We had our first patient that had about 70 percent
degree burns.
St. Vinny's.

We assessed her.

We transported her to

We came back from St. Vinny's, back to

the same location.

The Captain had told me there is a

lady with a cardiac condition, so we sat her down on
the stretcher.
All of a sudden we heard a big boom and I
looked up and the tower started to collapse, so I
instructed the patient, I told her make a run for it.
From then we all ran.

I lost my partner and a big

black cloud of debris started coming around the corner
from, I believe it's 5 World Trade Center.
Q.

When you said you heard a boom, what tower --
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can you describe which tower -A.

I believe it was tower one, because we were

right in front of it.
street.

Right between, there is a

There is like a path.

building.

We were against the

5 World Trade Center.

I believe that was

what it was, and 1 World Trade Center.

It was directly

above it and that's where the command post was.
When we heard the big boom, I looked up and I
just saw the building collapsing.

My patient was on

the stretcher and I unstrapped her and I said make a
run for it.

We ran around the corner.

started trampling.

Everybody just

I fell on the floor, and that's

when a ball of dust started coming in between the
blocks of buildings and my visibility was gone for a
while.

I ran into a pole, couldn't breathe and a

cameraman, a guy had a camera I couldn't see and all I
saw was a bobbing light.

I ran over to the cameraman

and he grabbed me and we started feeling for -- things
-- things seem, you know -- we were losing air, trying
to feel somewhere where we can get in and trying to
open car doors and then we felt for a city bus.

We

opened up the door, went in, I was looking for buttons
to turn it on.

We turned this bus on and we started

taking people inside the bus to get a little refuge,
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because there was no visibility.
From there, I thanked him for saving my life
and stepped off the bus.
and we started running.

Everybody else stepped off
Then another cloud came.

We

had some visibility and I had some sense of direction
where I'm running towards.
it was Federal Plaza.

I ran towards -- I believe

By the courts.

I took refuge

there here, by the Federal Building, the US Post
Office.
there.

We ran up towards this way.

We took refuge

I got the fire hydrant that was open and I got

some water to clear my face and stuff.
little command post.

We had like a

People running up to me.

by myself and asked me what should I do.

I was

I just had

them sit down, because there was asthmatics, there was
pregnant people, nothing really major.
From there, I went back because my partner
was gone.

I went back, I walked back and I walked back

down West towards the location of the command post, but
it was impossible because there was no visibility
towards that area.

That's when I saw EMT Barrett

running out and EMT Monchery running out.
from my Battalion.

They were

They were all dusted up and we

just, you know, started hugging each other and stuff.
From there, I believe one of them had a
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radio, because I lost my equipment and everything.

We

heard that people needed help down at -- I think it was
down Broadway and -- I'm not too sure.

Couple of

blocks over.
We went there and there was an ambulance.
The Captain that was in charge of the command area was
there and an ambulance.
names.

I don't know the people's

We drove to a corner, because there was

somebody in distress like two blocks down.

It was just

a guy that was in our situation, but he was stable and
started to go on his way.
From there, they drove me to the West Side
Highway to get checked out.

I got triaged over there,

mini triage, and I stayed there until the duration,
until 1 in the morning basically.
The rest of the people from Battalion 49 that
were there, we all went under the ambulances and we
went down back to the station.
Q.

Just a couple of questions.

Actually, so you

were there when the north tower collapsed.

Was the

south tower down already?
A.

No, I was there -- I don't know which the

first tower that went down.
Q.

You were there for the first -- so that was
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the south tower that came down?
A.

Probably, yes.

Q.

Then you were there for the north tower,

also, collapse?
A.

Yes, I was there.

Q.

Radio, did you have any radio communications?

A.

I lost my radio when I got tr -- because when

I was on the stretcher, I had the patient on the
stretcher.

I unstrapped her and I told her run.

I

unstrapped her and I told her to run and the people
just started trampling on you.

My helmet was gone

because I didn't have it strapped on tight enough.

My

radio, my equipment that was on the scene was gone.

My

ambulance was parked a block and a half away and if I
would have went there I wouldn't have made it.

If I

would have went towards the ambulance I definitely
would have -- I was about a block and a half way away
from -Q.

Is there anything else that you would like to

add at this time?
A.

Not at all.
MR. MURAD:

Time now is 0600 hours.

concludes the interview.

This

I would like to thank

EMT DIAZ for this interview.

Thank you.
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MR. DUN:

Today is October 31, 2001.

time is 705 hours.

The

My name is Richard Dun of the

New York City Fire Department, working with Marisa
Abbriano, also with the New York City Fire
Department.
Q.

We are conducting an interview with?

A.

Trinh Dinh.

Q.

Battalion 44, and what is your shield and

your -A.

My shield is 5423.

Q.

Could you please state in your own words what

happened on September 11, 2001 of this year?
A.
morning.

Okay.

I start my shift at 8 a.m. in the

That day I was working with a different

partner, who has been on the job for 11, 12 years.

We

had our first job somewhere in north Brooklyn.
Q.

Who was your partner's name?

A.

Ronald Coyne.

your list.

I don't know if he shows up on

We were on our way to the hospital with our

patient when his cellphone rang and it was his wife
telling him that she saw two planes crash into the
World Trade Center on TV.
As soon as we got to the hospital, my partner
said he was going to call Brooklyn central to see if
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they needed to send us down to Manhattan.

As I just

got taken care of the patient as fast as I could so
that if we were sent, that we could just leave.
I took care of the patient.

He came back and

told me that Brooklyn central definitely said yes, to
head down to Manhattan.

They specifically told us to

arrive at Church and Vesey.
driving.

So my partner was

We just -- I believe we took the Brooklyn

Manhattan Bridge.
Q.

There is a Brooklyn Bridge or Manhattan

Bridge.
A.

The Brooklyn Bridge.

Yes, I believe that's

the route we took, but we pretty much got down there in
probably less than 10 minutes.

On the way up there we

saw the two towers in flames.

They hadn't collapsed at

the time.
of them.

They were still in flames, the top one third
Just a lot of commotion.

the streets directing traffic.

A lot of cops in

I don't think we ever

made it to Church and Vesey.
Somehow we made it probably right before the
second tower collapse, I see at 9:55, the first tower,
excuse me, the first tower, at 9:55, we went up to the
West Side Highway to the entrance to the underground of
the parking lot.

As soon as we pulled up there, we
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just saw this cloud of black smoke coming our way and
we just stopped dead in our tracks to where we were.
We didn't even just drive any closer.

We just stopped

and let the black smoke just come over our vehicle.

We

sat there for maybe like two or three minutes in the
blackness.
Q.

Was that the first collapse?

A.

That was the first collapse.

As soon as we

pulled up that's when the black cloud just came over us
so we just stopped.

As it cleared up a little bit, we

started to see people like in the white dust.

They

were just kind of like walking towards the vehicle.

At

that time, we just kind of walked out of the vehicle
and just started telling people to come to the
ambulance and just sit there for a little bit, if you
needed any oxygen.

If you wanted to clean your eyes

out and just -- all of a sudden just all these people
started coming out.
Q.

A lot of people.

Was there a lot of chaos and mayhem going on

through the streets at this time?
A.

I wouldn't say mayhem.

mostly walking out.

I think people were

They weren't really running out.

They were just walking towards us.
covered in white dust.

They were all
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Q.

Did you see a lot of debris when you were

pulling up to the site?
A.

Yes.

That's exactly why we just stopped

where we were, because it just came at us so we just
stopped.

There was a doctor in the back of our

vehicle.

We picked him up on the way.

Q.

Department doctor?

A.

No, it wasn't a Fire Department doctor.

She

was some kind of, I don't remember what kind of doctor
she was or who she worked for, but she just flagged us
down and asked if she could come with us.

So we let

her in the back of the ambulance so that while me and
my partner got out, she was in the back just kind of
helping the patients.
We were telling her where all the -- we
stocked everything, all the sterile water, how to use
the oxygen.

We just told her, you know, give whatever

they need and stuff like that.

At that time, me and my

partner were kind of going back and forth from the
vehicle to the building.

My partner was actually

inside the building, I believe, and I was just kind of
going back and forth between him and the vehicle,
because every time I went up there, he would always
tell me go back to the vehicle, get me more oxygen.

Go
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back and get me more of this, get me more of that, more
of that.

So I was kind of running back and forth.
I guess maybe half hour, 45 minutes must have

passed.

I went back to find my partner because he

hadn't come back to the ambulance for a while.

I guess

he just wanted to stay inside the building and help
there and as I was going to the building to find him,
everybody started saying turn around, the second one is
going to fall.

Of course I wasn't paying attention.

I

was just like well, where is my partner, I got to find
my partner, I got to go, you know, find where he is in
the building.
I just kept going, I just kept going and then
all of a sudden everyone just started running the other
way and I just kept going forward.

Then I saw another

cloud of black smoke coming my way and that's when I
turned around and started running back to my ambulance.
Q.

Did the cloud catch you?

A.

Oh, yes, the cloud caught me, but then I went

in the back of my ambulance and we sat there for a few
minutes and it was really thick.

This one somehow was

just thicker than the first one.

This one really made

me choke, even in the back of the ambulance.
I was back there taking some oxygen with some
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of the people.

I waited a few minutes for it to clear

a little bit.

Then I walked forward, more towards the

building and I just started asking firemen and people,
you know, did you see my partner and this and that.
You know, nobody was really answering.

They were just

kind of all in their own little -- you know, doing what
they were doing.
Q.

Did you ever move your ambulance?

A.

I never moved my ambulance from where we

were, because when we first got there the black cloud
came over us and we just stopped.
Q.

That was on West Street, like that

underground parking?
A.

Uh-huh.

So I always wonder, if we had just

shown up a minute earlier, we would have just been
right up there in the front where the other ambulances
were, because when the cloud cleared and I went towards
the front, I saw all the ambulances parked like not
even a hundred feet, maybe closer than we were and they
were all torched and destroyed and nobody was in them
and fire trucks destroyed and I was like oh, my god, we
were just like not that far back and we could have been
this close.
It was perfect timing for us I guess.

I just
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kept looking for my partner and in the midst of it,
everyone kept saying, you know, can you help this
fireman, can you help that fireman.

Even though I lost

my partner I guess I just continued to help some of the
firemen that needed it.

You know, I mean, there was

this one fireman who had a fractured femur.

They kept

saying bring your bus over here so you can take him in
the hospital.

I said okay.

So I went back to get my vehicle and my
vehicle was gone.

My mistake was leaving the vehicle

with the keys in it running.

So I guess --

Q.

That's not a mistake.

A.

I mean at that time, I guess -- I mean when I

needed it, I didn't have it.
Q.

Yes.

A.

But I guess someone else just decided to take

it for their use and another EMT probably took it for
their use and took off with it.
ambulance for my fireman.
any other EMTs around.

So I didn't have an

At this time I didn't see

I guess they all just took

whoever and left and I was the only one left.
Then all of a sudden this volunteer ambulance
came up the ramp and I flagged him down and I asked him
if he could take my patient to the hospital with me, so
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we took our fireman to Beekman.
Q.

Do you remember the name of the Firefighter?

A.

I just remember his first name was Kevin.

That's all I remember.

Then somehow, some medics came

and they came with us too and we took him to Beekman
and as soon as we went to Beekman, I actually ran into
a medic that I know who works right here in Brooklyn
for St. Marys.
my partner.

I ran into him and I was like, I lost

He said yes, I lost my partner too.

said let's work together.

He

He says I have an

ambulance.
So at that point I wanted to call my
Battalion to tell them that I lost my partner, that I
don't know where he is, that I'm fine, but they said
that none of the phone lines were working because, you
know, no reception, nobody's cell phones was getting
any reception.
okay.

My cellphone I left in the ambulance,

All my equipment was in the ambulance.

Everything that I had.
equipment right now.

That's why I don't have any

So I couldn't make any phone

calls to the Battalion.
So I just went out with this medic, Roger, he
is English actually.

So we went out to his bus and we

said what do you want to do.

I said let's just drive
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around and see where we can help, you know.

So we just

drove around and just kept driving and I don't know
exactly where we ended up, but we ended up right there
in the middle of the rubble, where Ground Zero is,
where everybody is working at right now.
We just ended up there, there was no other
EMTs or medics there at the time.
Q.

Was the radio working?

A.

Yes.

You know, I don't even remember because

you just don't even think.

You are just like in there

in the midst of everything and you are just kind of
like continuing to do what you do.

So we just stayed

in the rubble and we tried to set up a triage there
because nobody else was anywhere giving us directions
or telling us where to set up triage because nobody
else was in the middle of the rubble but us.
So we just left our ambulance there and we
just pretty much just watched until some of the firemen
decided they needed their eyes washed or they needed
oxygen.

They would, you know, take turns coming in,

going into the rubble, cleaning it out and then coming
out and getting their eyes washed and getting oxygen,
getting cuts cleaned up, and then eventually as time
went on, more EMTs and more medics started coming to
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where we were and then we just started setting triage
there.
We just laid everything outside around the
ambulances.

Everyone was just working from there.

Then I saw my partner.
hours later.

This is like three or four

We were so happy to see each other.

got out okay, which is good.

He

Then we all just stayed

in that level for a couple of hours, helping pretty
much firemen, you know, just pretty much firemen was
all that we were really helping.
Q.

So nobody tried using the radios to get

directions?
A.

Well, I know my partner had lost his radio,

because I believe he was in the building and whatever
happened I'm sure that he lost his radio.
the battery, I believe had died.

My radio,

Because from 8 to 4

o'clock in the afternoon, that's a lot of hours.
Usually you kind of change batteries during the day,
but my battery had died eventually and then eventually
the cell phones started working, so then I started
using other people's cell phones to call home to tell
them that I was okay.
But I never called the Battalion because at
the time, when everyone started coming to the rubble,
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they had Lieutenants there who set up a triage center
and they told everyone to sign in with their unit.
that's what me and my partner did.

So

We went to the

Lieutenant, we gave him our name, our shield and bus
number.
Q.

What unit were you that day?

A.

My unit is 38 Eddie.

I'm always 38 Eddie.

So we were 38 Eddie that day.

We signed in so we

thought everything was clear.

Everything was good, you

know.

Unfortunately, because I guess of the

catastrophe and just all the chaos, somehow they never
seemed to tell my Battalion that we had signed in, so
by the time I got back at the end of the night,
everyone had thought I had been missing all day.
Q.

There was a lot of miscommunications.

A.

A lot of miscommunication.

I mean it upset

me, because if I had known it would have been such bad
miscommunication, I probably would have thought to call
them myself since the cell phones were working.
Q.

You did the right thing.

A.

Yes, so we stayed at our station doing what

we did all day long.

After a couple of hours we said

let's just take a break.

We went over to Beekman

Hospital and we just kind of sat outside on the
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sidewalk for a little bit.

That's when you kind of

start like looking back at everything that happened,
because when you are in the middle of the rubble, you
are kind of just kind of like, you are not even in
shock about everything.
You don't know what's going on in the outside
of the world.

People are coming back with these

rumors, like oh, my god, they got the Sears tower in
Chicago.

Oh, they got the Pentagon.

White House.

Oh, they got the

Everyone is thinking, you know, all these

crazy attacks and you really don't know the truth
because there is no TV, there is no radios.

You are

just kind of listening to what people are saying and so
you just don't know what else is going on out there.
You are not really shocked at that point.
Then like when you step back away from the site, Ground
Zero, you just kind of think like oh, my god, did this
really happen, like, look at us, we are like covered in
white dust.

We look like crap, we look like we just

went through a war, you know.
Then at that point it was like bad timing.
All of these news people and newspaper reporters just
kind of came up to us, I guess because we looked the
dirtiest, you know, because we were the only ones
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covered in white and they just kind of all just kind of
came to us and just all of them just started
interviewing us, like what happened, were you there,
you know, did anyone live, did you see any of this.
Blah blah blah.
So we just gave them a little bit of, yes,
this happened, that happened, we were here and we were
there.

This is what we think about it.

really want to say too much.

You don't

You really haven't

collected your thoughts to really give a story or how
you really feel.
unbelievable.

You are just kind of like yes, it was

Yes, so a couple of those reporters came

and started talking to us.
After a while we went back to the rubble and
at this point there were many EMTs and medics in the
triage station and pretty much nobody was really doing
much, you know.
do.

I mean there really wasn't much to

Like I said, all we were really helping were the

firemen and they were little minor injuries, like
washing out the eyes and stuff like that, so I mean,
there really wasn't much to do, so by the end of the
day, say around 9, 10 o'clock, we just looked at each
other and said we are tired, there is not much we can
do.

There is no one here we can really really help.
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So we just decided to head back and my
partner and I, my original partner and I, said to the
medic that was working with us all day, could you drive
us around and help us look for our ambulance.

At this

point we had no way to get back to Brooklyn.
So we just drove around the hospitals and
streets and miraculously we found our ambulance in
front of the Staten Island Ferry terminal.
know.

I don't

They had used it for equipment, water, soda, I

guess, like, you know, refreshments, just drive back
and forth to people and it was destroyed pretty much.
It was covered in white dust.

All my

equipment was gone and the battery had died, so the bus
didn't start anyway.

We couldn't get it started so we

just asked the medic to drive us halfway to Brooklyn.
He lived in Manhattan, borderline Brooklyn and so he
drove to us his place and we called our station at that
point to say can you get somebody to come pick us up at
his house.
They sent, you know, a Lieutenant to come
down and pick us up by car.
Battalion 58.

I met my Captain and all the other

Lieutenants.
Q.

They took us back to

By Woodhull?
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A.

No, it wasn't the hospital, Woodhull.

another station here in Brooklyn.

It was

It was either 57 or

58 where they were all stationed doing whatever they
were doing.

It was probably around 11, 11:30 at this

point and the Captain and some of my Lieutenants were
like, what happened.

We thought you were missing, you

are on the missing list.

We didn't hear from you all

day.
The Captain said, but then I saw you on TV so
I knew you were alive.

I go okay.

They made us go to

the hospital to get checked out, to Kings County.
had my eyes irrigated for like half an hour.

I

My

partner had really bad asthma so he was admitted
overnight.
You know, basically that was it.
really tired.

I just wanted to go home.

I don't think

I got home until like 2:00 in the morning.
a really tiring, really tiring.
we did all day.

I was just

It was just

That was basically all

The excitement was obviously in the

morning, but after that all happened, it really wasn't
much more we could do.

We just pretty much hung around

and did little things.
I mean during the course of the day, we
started going to pharmacies and they were giving us
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medication for free, so we kept bringing back eye drops
and you know, Excedrins and Advils and burn cremes, and
little medications like that that they were giving for
free, so we just kept stocking up on it and just kept
bringing those back.
Then you had some volunteer, I guess they
were just normal pedestrians who were coming back and
forth giving us bottled water and whatever, Gatorade or
little candies, stuff like that, but by the end of the
day, you had trucks of Poland Spring pulling up and all
these other foods and, you know, the Coast Guard
bringing up food by the water.
At that point at the end of the day,
everybody was getting stocked with supplies by each
company.

So that was nice.

just a really long day.

That was it.

That was

Really long day.

I mean I

just slept all day the next day.
MR. DUN:
is 723.

All day.

This ends the interview.

The time
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Today is December 26,

The time is approximately 1400 hours.

I am Battalion Chief Art Lakiotes, Safety
Command, conducting an interview with -FIREFIGHTER DiPAOLO:

Paul DiPaolo,

Engine 205.
CHIEF LAKIOTES:

-- regarding the

events of except 11th, 2001.
Q.

Paul, if you would, just tell me how

your day unfolded, how the events unfolded.
A.
news.

I was home originally, saw it on the

After the second plane hit, they gave the

recall.

I called Eddie Green.

would meet him at his house.

He said Richie

Murray had already called him.
Eddie's.

I told him I

I went to

Richie picked the both of us up.

came to the firehouse.
got our gear.

We

We got to the firehouse,

We picked up Rick Fowler, Paul

Beck and John Urso, who were here already.
The six of us went across.
building had already collapsed.
the bridge.

The first

We went across

We parked on I think it was Broadway

and probably Liberty off Cortlandt, in that area.
As we're walking down Liberty Street,

P. DIPAOLO

3

what we had heard was there were people
trapped -- they thought people were trapped in
the Burger King, which was on the corner of
Church and Liberty, around the corner of 10 and
10's quarters.
As soon as we got to the corner, we saw
Tom Boccarossa, who was the chauffeur of Engine
205 that day, standing on the corner by himself.
We got to him.

We said, "Tom, what's going on?"

He said, "Everybody's gone."

We asked him to

explain, because we didn't know exactly what he
meant.

He said the last thing he heard, he

couldn't get in touch with the engine or the
truck.
About maybe three, four minutes after
we originally spoke to him, we felt a rumble.

Me

and Paul Beck grabbed Tom, and we ran down
Trinity, and I believe we made it probably right
around the corner.
is.

I don't know what street that

What street would that be right there?
Q.

Thames Street.

A.

Thames that goes all the way through.

We made it around the bend, and the three of us
made it right around the corner as everything
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We got hit with all the debris.

knocked us down.

It

We crawled into a little

service elevator area in the building.

There

were I think one or two other firemen in there
already.
We waited about it had to be ten
minutes or so, and then we heard a voice on the
loudspeaker saying if anybody can hear this
follow -- because Tom we thought was hurt.
wasn't feeling good.

He

He had been standing out

there for the first collapse.

He went onto the

rig.
Me and Paul brought him -- let me see
where it would be.

We walked along Broadway

probably to Pine Street, and that's where a
security guard was with a bullhorn and a
flashlight.

But at that point it was all black.

We brought Tom into the building.

I

think it could have been the Equitable building.
I'm not sure.

We left Tom Boccarossa there,

because they had set up a first aid station.

Me

and Paul Beck went back to find everybody else.
We met up with Richie and John Urso.
They couldn't find Eddie Green; and Rick Fowler,
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they knew where he was, but he wasn't with us
anymore.
After that we went looking for Eddie.
In turn we found the engine.
the engine guys.
from the truck.

We met up with all

We asked them if they had heard
They didn't hear anything.

Eventually we found Eddie.

He had been

buried under a lot of stuff, because he obviously
ran a different way.

Three of us ran one way.

The other ones, I'm not sure which way they ran.
Then we finally got all together, and
we went right to the area to start looking for
people.

After we met up with the engine and

Lieutenant Hayes, we went back to the rig.

We

got the rig and we drove it down onto the west
side, and we drove it right in front of 90 West.
Actually we supplied -- it turned out
we supplied water to a standpipe in the building,
because they had a couple of stangs going out of
the window into the other building.

That's where

the engine stayed most of the day.
I was in the rig for a while.
was in the rig for a while.

Richie

Then we basically

just went around searching and stuff like that
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the rest of the day.
Q.

You didn't see anyone -- you got there

after -- okay.
A.

We got there after the first building

was already down.
Q.

That's basically it; right?

You found

the engine, because I know they were -A.
while.

Right.

We found the engine after a

We were just looking around and happened

to see them.

Richie Murray kept asking people on

the radio, "Anybody seen" -- first Eddie.
"Has anybody seen the engine?
Ladder 118?"

Then

Has anybody seen

We finally got in touch with the

engine, but nobody ever heard from the truck.
So we have really no idea except
Lieutenant Hayes had said the 15th floor.

He

thought it was the north tower going up.

That

was the last thing he had heard from them.
Nobody actually heard from them.

We have no

idea.
We found the truck on the west side,
right in front of West and Vesey.
the truck was.

That's where

We have a picture of it there.

So we know that's where it was parked.

Then they
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That's actually

where we found it parked after we were walking
around all day, because then we started looking
for it to see where it was.
moved it.

But somebody had

We don't know who moved it.

Q.

Yeah, out of the way.

A.

They moved it up that way out of the

Q.

Paul, thank you.

way.

CHIEF LAKIOTES:
interview.

That concludes the

It's approximately 1405
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Today's date is October

The time is 12:41 p.m.

This is

Patrick Campbell, fire marshal of the Fire
Department of the City of New York.

I'm

conducting an interview regarding the events
of September 11th.

I'm here with Battalion

Chief Brian Dixon in his office.

Also

present is -MR. STEPONAITIS:

Fire Marshal Stephen

Steponaitis, Fire Department.
MR. CAMPBELL:

You can identify

yourself too.
CHIEF DIXON:

Battalion Chief Brian

Dixon.
Q.

Chief, we're conducting an interview,

just like I said, regarding the events of
September 11th.

What we're looking for is from

the time that you became aware of the incident up
until any time during the day.

We're looking for

people you'd seen, just what you noticed around
you.

You can just go on on your own.
A.

I was in the office that morning.

If I

refer to the time line now I received, it was
right after -- I guess as soon as the plane hit.
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Someone came into the office and just told me
that a plane had hit the World Trade tower.

I

assumed it was a small plane, an aviation
accident, and I thought he was kidding also.
I went out to the main press office to
look at it.

I think by then the TV was on and it

showed it and I could see the tower.
the car.

I grabbed

Mine was in the shop, so I borrowed one

of our spare vehicles and just responded out.

I

grabbed a vehicle and went downstairs and
responded out to it, figuring it was a press
event, obviously, of magnitude.
I started over the Brooklyn Bridge.

I

kind of got into a -- I'm not sure who it was.
It could very well have been 207 and 110, because
I came across and picked them up partway going
across the Brooklyn Bridge.

I think by that

time -- I can't remember whether the bridge was
shut down yet or not.

The police were waving me

on.
I came across the bridge and could see
the north tower, thick black smoke billowing up
from the upper floors.

It's hard to tell what

floor, but it was way up high.

So it looked like
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it had hit ten floors below maybe the top.

I'm

gauging ten to twenty floors below.
I see the smoke and I hear the radio
reports that it penetrated the skin.

At some

point coming across also I hear the radio reports
also that they had confirmed they had jumpers.
That's early on, before I even get off the
bridge.
I sort of wound up in a convoy with the
battalion.
110.

I'm guessing I think it was 207 or

I wound up with the 31.

over also.

They responded

I got in with them.

I went down

Broadway and parked facing southbound, on
Broadway southbound.

I parked on Broadway and

Liberty.
One of the engines pulled in right
behind me, because there's a hydrant right there.
So I pulled past that engine.
110.

I think it was

I think the truck turned up the street.

Rather than drive down Liberty, I think they
turned up it to come down.
I just pulled up to the street there,
just put the car in gear, in park, and hear this
horrendous boom.

It shook the car.

I figured
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somebody in the north tower exploded.

Then like

a Godzilla movie, everybody that had been
standing in that little park there across from
One Liberty Plaza and had been just looking up
and watching the north tower burn just started
running eastbound like they were being chased by
someone.
I jumped out of the car.

I looked up

and the south tower -- that must have been the
time that the plane had just struck the south
tower.

Now I see the south tower also.

Somebody

was saying there's another plane.
At that point I assumed you can't have
two -- it can't be an accident to have two
planes.

So, I don't know if there's planes or

missiles or what but something was hitting this
thing.

You saw debris was falling down.
Since I didn't have my vehicle, I had

no gear.

So, I started down the block.

Then the

31 Battalion actually pulled into the -- I'll
look at the map -- they were on -- where was I?
I was on Liberty.
Cortlandt.
Broadway.

They were probably on

They were parked on Cortlandt and
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I asked him if he had any gear.
said no.

He

I started halfway down, and he caught

me and yelled back he did have some extra gear in
the car.

So I grabbed a coat and a helmet.
I continued down Liberty.

stuff I'm stepping over.
looked in.

There's

10 and 10, I just

They looked like they were triaging,

a few people sitting -- everybody was out of
quarters already, but there was somebody in there
sitting on a seat.
this time.

Someone was being treated at

There were police in the street

waving people the other way.
had already fled.

Most of the people

As I walked down, there's

nobody there but the PD, and they were running
people out of there.
Debris was falling down but not at any
great point.

By the time I started to pass by in

front of 10 and 10.

As I got down a little

farther, there was what looked to be a piece of
the cabin of the airplane, I guess.

It looked

like a piece of it about maybe six foot long.

It

looked like the windows.
Q.

This is on Liberty?

A.

This is on Liberty and just west of 10
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and 10, whatever that next building is there.
Now that I think back, I guess it could have
been -- I don't know if it was the windows.

It

actually looked like the rounded cutout of the
windows of the cabin of a plane.
I continued heading down Liberty
towards West Street.

When I passed by the

Marriott, I see the aide from the 31 Battalion
was in the lobby of the Marriott.
running out yelling to me:

He came

You have about 40 or

50 people in there in the lobby.

I said let's

get them out and we'll go run them across the
street.
He took them out.

I think there was a

police officer helping him too.

That guy, he

came out and he just started moving them south on
West Street.
Q.

The Marriott Vista?

A.

I call it the Marriott.

on the corner of Liberty and West.

It's the one
So that would

be -Q.

Vista International.

It is the

Marriott.
A.

Yeah, the Vista International.
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On that side door, that side door on
Liberty, the entrance to the hotel there, he was
in the lobby there.
came out.

Everybody in the lobby just

I saw him as I was going past, so I

started ushering them out.

There were police and

people on the other side by the south bridge, so
they ran them down there and across the street,
because there was a parking lot on the corner
opposite there also.

There were cars burning in

there as we passed by.

There were a couple of

cars burning in that parking lot already from the
debris that had fallen down.

He ran them out.

I continued across West Street.

I

can't tell you why I continued to cross, if you
go sort of to the front of the building.
my way down West Street.
point I saw Gribbon.
down the street.

I made

I'm not sure at what

He might have been walking

I'm trying to remember now.

The command post must have been set up
because in my mind I'm looking for the 8 command
post.

I remember I didn't look in either one of

the towers for it.

So they must have been there

because I just walked on West Street across and
over to the command post.
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What vehicles I passed on the way I
can't really tell you.

I mean, the people were

in already in the one tower.
Q.

Were there any rigs along --

A.

I don't remember any being in front of

the Vista or anything yet in front of -- that
would be tower two.

Tower two is set back.

West Street in that area.

On

That's the south area

towards Liberty, and in front of the Vista, I
don't remember any rigs there.

But there's a lot

I don't remember.
I got over to the command post.

I got

hooked up with Frank and went over to the command
post.

I'm trying to think of who was there.

I'm

at the command post in front of -- it was already
set up, so it's not like -- they had been there.
They were set up on that ramp leading down to the
underground garage by what looks like the booth.
There's a booth out there too, I think, on that
ramp.
Q.

Right, we saw it on the video, that

videotape.
A.

Yeah, they're set up out there.
Who was there at that point?

I'm
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I'm trying to

remember exactly who I was standing next to.
looked around.
for cameras.
tell you who.

I

I was just looking at the time

I see rigs in front.

I couldn't

Obviously there were rigs all over

in front of one, the north tower, in front of
that.
At some point the decision is made we
should clear a lane, because everybody's parked
in all the traffic lanes on West Street.
parked in a circle.

They're

The rigs are parked in that

circle, but I don't know -- I just assumed it was
10 and 10.

That's just based on the fact that

they are right there.
of quarters.

They would have come out

Their normal routine is for them to

go into that circle.

There were definitely rigs

in a circle close to the entrance of One World
Trade.

There were other rigs in the street,

police vehicles all over.
At one point we wanted to move some
vehicles, so we started looking for chauffeurs.
I know Tommy McDonald took a rescue rig or a
hazmat rig, one of the rigs, and drove it right
up on the lawn next to the Financial Center on
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the grass there, which is either One or Two, I'm
not sure.

It's the American Express Building,

over there.
Q.

That's Two World Financial Center?

A.

It's probably American Express.

It

would be just south of that north bridge, the
northernmost bridge.

You had a lawn area there,

and he just drove it straight up in there to get
out of the way.

They were looking for other

people to move things.
Ganci was at the command post.

I'm

pretty sure Feehan was at the command post with
us.

I was there when the Mayor came over with

his people, his security people.
front and was watching.

He stood out

There were other

companies too kind of staged there.
The Mayor came over, and we were trying
to find Von Essen for him.

I'm guessing now at

that point that, I think we heard someone say
they thought he was in the tower, he was in one.
Somebody went to get him so he could hook up with
the Mayor.
Ganci briefed the Mayor, I believe,
because Ganci was at the command post.

So he
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went over and briefed the Mayor.

Then the Mayor

and his group walked away.
There was a reporter there from ABC, I
know, and a guy with a camera.

I was somewhat

concerned, but then I figured there's not much
you can do to stop the guy in the street.
are you going to push him to?
photographing.

Where

He was back just

It wasn't too bad.

But then at some point we're standing
there and then we started to see a number of
people jumping.
least, jumping

There had to be a dozen at
and just thumping.

There were a

couple companies standing there.
I guess there was some debris falling
down from the other one, nothing that seemed to
hit our side of the street.

At one point one of

the chiefs said why doesn't everyone move back
off the board here and stand in the watch way of
the garage there.

Some did.

Some still stayed

up on the ramp.
It was a frustrating and helpless
feeling.

You could see the guys -- every time a

body jumped, you just heard this thump, thump.
So a lot of them were turning away.

There wasn't
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much you could do.
At that point still from that vantage
point actually looking up -- I'm looking at the
tower, at one, and two is set back.
the south one is set back farther.

Obviously
I don't

recall a lot of flame from that vantage point,
from looking up from the west side of West
Street.

People were standing out there.
A lot of smoke drifting up, a lot of

dark black smoke drifting up on tower one from
the lowest floor of fire, obscuring the top
somewhat.

I didn't see a lot of flame coming out

of windows or anything.
The thought crosses your mind:
we going to put this out?
sending people out.

How are

You know you're

I remember Ganci asking for

two fifth alarms, a fifth alarm for one tower, a
fifth alarm for the other, and he wanted more for
staging.
We were going to change the staging
area too.

I forget when that happened.

I guess

I was standing there for quite a while and saw -I went in at one point to make a phone call, and
that I guess was while the people were jumping.
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At one point I broke off to go -- I
went up the ramp and walked out to the sidewalk.
There was a railing there so you couldn't just
make a left and walk into the building.

So I had

to go out to the street and back around.
I went in the building and found a
phone at a fire command station.

There was a

phone there, and I asked one of the people to use
the phone.

Just to call your office and update

them on what was happening here, tell them I was
there, tell them we had two planes.
They kind of told me about the Pentagon
being hit at that point.
information too.

They had that

So they told me that.

I just

explained to them we're here and what the
operation was going on there.

I knew they were

getting bombarded with phone calls from the
press.
I walked back out to the command post.
I believe Feehan was there at that point too.

We

were all kind of around the board, walking back
and forth.

Again, time-wise I don't know when it

was I came back there, I was standing there and
just listening and paying attention just in a
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sense buffing at what they were doing at the
board.
Ganci was just figuring out where they
were putting people.

I was watching the fire,

watching the people jump and hearing a noise and
looking up and seeing -- it actually looked -the lowest floor of fire in the south tower
actually looked like someone had planted
explosives around it because the whole bottom I
could see -- I could see two sides of it and the
other side -- it just looked like that floor blew
out.
I looked up and you could actually see
everything blew out on the one floor.

I thought,

geez, this looks like an explosion up there, it
blew out.

Then I guess in some sense of time we

looked at it and realized, no, actually it just
collapsed.

That's what blew out the windows, not

that there was an explosion there but that
windows blew out.
The realization hit that it's going to
fall down, the top's coming off.

I was still

thinking -- there was never a thought that this
whole thing is coming down.

I thought that that
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blew out and stuff is starting to fly down.

The

top is going to topple off there.
Somebody yelled to run.

We turned

around and somebody yelled -- a guy said get back
into the garage.

Not that I thought that was a

great idea if this thing fell on the building,
but there really wasn't that much time to go back
out in the street up and around again.

It was

one of those whoops, here it comes.
So we turned and went down the ramp.
Everybody that was at the command post I believe
went down the ramp, Ganci included.

We turned

around, went down and there were probably two
companies at least there, it seemed.

They went

down and in.
There was a cop there who fell down in
front of me.

He fell down, so I stopped to pick

him up and get him up there.
the way back.

I didn't get all

As I just got in under the

entrance there, I got just a little ways back and
it was just like -- you hear the noise, a boom,
and then a blast of air.
me against the wall.
stay.

It just kind of threw

That's where I decided to

Since it blew me there, I just hung on the
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wall.
It just drove everything, all the dust
and debris and everything down into the garage.
I didn't know what the hell was happening.
just got totally black.

It

It was not stratified

like smoke, so from floor to ceiling is just
totally black.
You just think, well, I guess this is
how it ends, this is it, not knowing what the
hell had happened and just start choking and
gagging.

I lost track of time.

long it was.

I don't know how

It was very quiet.

It got black,

then it got a little less black and it got more
brown or gray, just a little bit.
not seeing much.

I was still

My eyes were burning and I was

inhaling all kinds of shit and just coughing up
everything.
It was quiet, and then you start to
hear people.

I realized there were two other

people near me in a little cutout there or
something.

There was actually a mask there with

no face piece on it.
all right.
okay.

Then two guys said we're

There's nothing laying on us.

We're

I don't know what is back up the ramp, but
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we're all right.
Then guys were sort of like assisting,
they went past me and I said all right, all
right, calm down, we're all right, nothing yet.
I saw a lot of dust and everybody coughing.
somebody said follow the lights.

Then

I sort of saw a

flashlight back in the distance there.
In my mind I know, all right, there's
got to be a door from the garage back up into the
building.

Nothing's laying on us.

I'm assuming

whatever fell off this building could have come
down and crashed into the front.

I don't know if

it's blocked, the ramp, or not.
So I started back that way.

These two

guys had passed me and were moving slowly.
some reason I didn't follow that way.

For

I looked

back and it just seemed like a little crack of
light.
I said all right, wait a minute, you
can see up the ramp.
anything.

It's not blocked with

So rather than go back through the

whole thing, I just kind of made my way back up
the ramp.
could see.

I wasn't that far down it anyway.

I
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They were still with you, the command

post guys?
A.

It seemed like that was the only guy

that went that way.

As I say, they all seemed to

go back the other way.

I don't remember anyone

coming back up the ramp with me.
up and peered out.

But I went back

I'm expecting to look up and

see that the top of the building fell into the
street.
I look and what I see is about 20
stories left of a building and jagged edges on
the south side.

It was like 20 stories, maybe,

or so and on the north side of that tower down to
about maybe 10 or 15 stories on the south side of
it.
It's like I can't believe the whole
building is down.

I was dumbfounded.

There was

paper and ash and everything out there.

I look

back now and I must have been in a state of
shock, because the only thing that stopped me
really from going back the other way with anybody
else was I said I guess I should call the office
and tell them what happened.

So I went back up

the ramp and back around because I knew there was
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a phone where I had made the phone call before so
I went back in the building.
Two firemen came through.
where they were from.

I don't know

They were truckies.

were looking at me saying who are you?

They

I had on

a suit and shirt and tie with the turnout coat
over it holding my helmet and I'm covered with
frigging dust.
As I looked afterwards, I was just
covered with the shit, you know, choking and
gagging.

They wanted to take me somewhere, take

me out the back of the building.
"Come out the back."

I said no, I'm all right,

it's okay, I'm all right.
look all right."

They said,

They said, "You don't

I said no, I need to make a

call.
I go to the phone.

The phone has been

knocked off the frigging wall.
out.

I walked back outside.

The lines are

I convinced them to

leave me alone and walked back out of the front
of the building again.
I don't see anybody at this point, even
to the point of a cop saying:
anybody in the building?"

"Do you guys have

I told him no, we
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don't have anybody in the building.

There must

have been at least a second alarm in the
building.

I'm realizing where the hell is

everybody?

This thing fell down.

Did people get

out of there?
I saw one other guy there.
faces and front pieces I don't know.

Again,
I just said

to the guy, "Where is everybody who was in there?
What happened to the people who went to" -- he
said, "Everybody who went into the garage got
out.

Everybody's all right."

right, that's us.

I said, "All

But I don't see anybody."

I thought at that point that I actually
saw Feehan, but I'm thinking that I'm mixed up
and it might be that I just saw him in the
beginning, walking down the street in the
beginning.

That was probably before the towers

came down that we were talking and he was walking
in the street.
point.

I probably didn't see him at that

I didn't see Ganci.

At some point --

again time frame I'm wondering -- I see Turi, Al
Turi, coming down.

He said we're going to move

the command post north to Chambers Street, we're
moving north to Chambers Street, let's get
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So, whoever was standing

around, all right, we're going north.

He walked

down a little more and he had a bullhorn and told
people move down, we're moving the command post,
we're moving the command post.
north -- it was very quiet.

I don't remember

seeing anybody else except him.
other guys around there.
remember.
Q.

He moved folks

There had to be

But I just don't

I think I was in a state of shock.
Do you remember hearing anything or any

kind of transmissions coming over?
A.

No, I wasn't wearing a radio,

unfortunately, and I wasn't near anyone with a
radio.

There was nothing on the guys' radios,

the two guys in the building that found me, the
two guys that were inside the building when I
went back in to use the phone, which I never got
to use.

I don't remember anything coming over

their talkies either.
So I'm out in the street and it had to
be half an hour because I'm there when the second
one comes down too and I'm not far north on Vesey
when I hear the same noise again and look up and
realize oh, this one's coming down.
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Q.

Where were you when that happened?

A.

Probably just on West Street north

of -- north of the bridge, probably just a bit
north of Vesey Street, actually, because I had
stayed down there.

I can't remember even seeing

that many people.

I was just saying okay, we're

moving the command post north.

I was just trying

to figure out where is everybody.

I'm not seeing

anybody.
When that one came down, I heard the
rumble on that.

That started to come down.

I know I'm not alone.

Now

All of these people I see

were running up West Street, and I just started
north on West Street running.
far I got.

I don't know how

I heard a boom behind me, I looked

back and I knew I had to outrun the debris.
saw like 150 feet of the cloud.

I

I figured I

didn't outrun it the last time and I don't think
I'm going to outrun it this time either.

So I

got caught up in that again, the thick cloud.
I actually at one point jumped into
a -- it was one of the parked cars.

I just

jumped into one of the vehicles or sedans,
something, farther up.

I jumped in there.

The
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This car had

electric windows and it was half open.

That's

when the black cloud came rolling down West
Street.

I just stayed there, caught my breath

and figured I don't think I want to stay in here
anyway, so I jumped out, just ran a lit farther.
It cleared by the time I got to I guess Chambers
probably before it cleared or the block before
Chambers.

So I stumbled down there by

Stuyvesant, the bridge at Stuyvesant High School.
Q.

Was anybody in the rigs that you passed

on the way up there?

There were rigs parked

along there?
A.

Most of them were sedans, actually.

There was one truck, but that was parked pretty
far up now too.

I thought that was a flashlight

and walked into it.

But that's in the cloud, so

I don't know what it was, I really don't.

In

that sense, I don't have any better information
than that.
Turi.

No, who was up there?

I guess it was

I wandered the rest of the day.

When they

relocated the command post, I stayed up there, I
don't know how much longer it was.

I kept asking

where is Feehan and Ganci, all the people that
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were at the command post, where are these people?
Nobody knows.

Where's Nigro?

where Nigro is?

Does anybody know

He came out later after about

half an hour or so, because I thought he had been
caught in it too.
post.

He came around to the command

Callan was at the command post at that

point.

Probably Turi.

Turi was there.

Q.

Did you ever see anyone, Burns or --

A.

No, no, I never saw.

I never did.

For

some reason I never got -- I was walking around
in a pair of loafers, so I was useless in the
rubble.

No, I just walked up and after a while

got a shower and cleaned my eyes out.
I didn't get back down there.

At this

point when the north tower comes down, walking
down there, everything is kind of like -- you
can't get to the other side where I think most of
the people or the digging was going on initially
was happening -Q.

South.

A.

-- south.

Q.

The bridge.

A.

At this point when the bridge came

down, the north bridge came down, I was stuck
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I think it took Nigro a long time just to

get around to get back to where we were at
Chambers and Stuyvesant, probably a block south
of that, actually, initially when we were at the
command post.

That's where we said we were

moving to, Chambers, I'm not so sure that's where
we were.

Maybe we were up there, because at that

point they were talking about secondary devices.
Stuyvesant High School, at some point later they
talked about that.

I stayed by the command post,

really, for the rest of the day.

I walked down a

little bit.
I look back on it now, I think I was in
a state of shock, because I'm not noticing people
around me.

I'm telling this guy first there's

nobody in the building.

As soon as he walks

away, I said nobody in the building?

Jesus

Christ, where are they?
I was standing at the command post and
trying to figure out -- that is when we started
to figure we have to get some idea of who we
have, who's here.

There's been tons of

firefighter companies.
figure out --

How are we going to
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Q.

Who's missing?

A.

Yeah, we have to get the riding list

for them.

There was a discussion about that, how

we are going to get to every fire house and get
their journal for the roll call and figure out
who was working, who we're looking for.
But yeah, as far as seeing rigs and
things like that, like I said, I went into the
command post there because they had the command
post set up across the street.
at as I would operationally.
from a media perspective.

I wasn't looking

I'm looking at it

That's where they all

come to, so we'll chase them when they get here.
Q.

So after that you were mostly north?

A.

I was north, yeah.

Like I say, I would

guess only because -- only because I went in
before to use the phone.
jumpers.

There were so many

I had to tell them what was going on.

I hadn't spoken to them since the second plane.
So I told them we have two towers burning.

Give

New Yorkers an update so they can get some
information out.
Q.

You never saw anyone else from the

command post?
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After we all ran in, I didn't see them
So they had to have made that move south

maybe when I was in the building.

They went deep

into the garage, found the stairwell and then
they might have come out farther south, come out
of the World Financial Center or the Winter
Garden, I don't know where they came out, but
they came out a different way.

I went up the

ramp and into what is I guess is one, maybe the
American Express -- the north side -- north of
the garage.

Under the bridge, actually.

that north bridge I went in.

Under

The fact that I was

in there and there were two firemen trying to
make phone calls, that's probably the only thing
that stopped me from heading south, because I
would have headed south with them if I saw them.
When I got back out, I didn't see anyone.
didn't know where anybody was.
radio.

So I

I didn't have a

I didn't have my car, so I had nothing.

I opened my trunk and had absolutely nothing, no
bunker gear, no radio, nothing.
Q.

Do you have anything further?

A.

It's like my eyes weren't open.

Q.

That's all right.

Everybody says it.
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I don't think -A.

I can compare it because that kid

before, Brian Kearney, that was blown out of a
window in the Astoria fire, and I responded to
that from home.

When I got there, everybody's

walking around, we think there's three guys
missing.

How come everybody's out walking

around?

It's because the whole first line

assigned was blown out of the building and
they're still dazed.
I was asking myself why was I walking
around.

I was stunned.

I can't remember rigs

or -- I don't remember companies that were
standing at the command post.
names.

I don't know the

It's like I was standing there, and they

were walking by but I'm not really -- I'm not too
familiar really with the lower Manhattan
companies to begin with.

It's not like any of

the officers came up there that I knew.
field com. van was there.

The

Other than the field

com., a spare motor vehicle was nearby, by the
lamppost.

They were there.

Hayden, Ganci.

As

far as the companies, as I say, there were a
couple companies there, people, but nobody -- I
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can't remember who they were that were standing
there, waiting for assignments.
Q.

All right.

That's good.

A.

Not helpful, but that's all I have.
MR. CAMPBELL:

The time is 1:15.

concludes the interview.
much. p

Thank you.

This

Thank you very
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Today's date is January

The time is 1612 hours.

I am

Battalion Chief Jim McGrath of the Fire
Department of the City of New York.

I'm

conducting an interview with Tommy Donato
from Ladder 85.

This interview is taking

place in the quarters of Ladder 85, and it's
regarding the events of September 11th,
2001.
Q.

Tommy, if you will please state your

name and just recall the events that took place
as best as you can remember them.
A.

My name is Tommy Donato, Ladder 85.
As far as I remember that morning I

came into work my regular tour.

I started seeing

some stuff on the TV of the first plane.

I

remember calling my wife and saying most likely
I'm going to get called there and I'll call you
later, is basically what I said.

That was before

we got actually called to the job.
Then after the second plane hit, Ladder
85, as far as I remember, was sent.

As we were

on the Verrazano, I remember looking over to the
left and seeing the billowing of smoke.

I
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believe one building had collapsed by the time we
were on the Verrazano.

I'm not positive if that

actually happened or not.
We get to the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel.
We were going to go through the Battery Tunnel,
but because civilians were walking out, they said
we couldn't go in.

So they turned us around, and

we took the bridge, the Brooklyn Bridge.
As we get over the Brooklyn Bridge, we
headed down -- I'm not really sure on the street.
I remember heading down the street and pulling
the rig over to the side.

We filled the stokes

basket with up with as much equipment as we could
possibly fit of what we thought we might need.
Then we walked.
We walked down the street that we were
parked on and waited for what to do, an
assignment what to do.

We were standing around

not knowing exactly what to do.
Q.

Could we stop for one minute.

I'm

going to see if I can quiet the outside noise.
(Interruption.)
Q.

Okay.

Now you can resume, please.

A.

So then a couple firemen were
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They said the chief said they

were commandeering some radios, so I had to give
up my radio.

They were taking them from truck

companies that had multiple radios.

So we were

left with I think two or three radios after that.
At the time we were told to go set up
the tower ladder -- I think was around 11:00; I'm
not sure -- to put out one of the fires that was
burning in one of the smaller black buildings.

I

think it was World Trade Center Five or Four
maybe.
A couple things that stuck out in my
head on that when we went to go set up, Ladder 7,
which I worked with a couple years ago, was set
up, and they were dumping water on the fire.
Then one of the members from Ladder 7 came up to
me and said something like, "Did you see the guys
from Ladder 7?"
there."

I said, "Yeah, they're right

He said, "No, those are the guys that

just came down.

Did you see anyone" -- he named

the names of the guys that were working that day.
Then I said I didn't see anything.
Then we started to set up our tower
ladder.

Something that sticks out in my head --
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I'm struggling with this, but what sticks out in
my head is as the tool measurers were coming down
and we were setting it up, this salty old fireman
comes up to me and he said, "Did you check the
manhole covers?"
In the middle of things falling all
over the place, buildings burning, this guy
remembered to check to see if the tool measurers
were coming down on a manhole cover, which kind
of surprised me.
So then they aborted us from setting up
the tower ladder because they were worried about
now seven coming down.
away.

So then they pulled us

This is where I kind of start remembering

a lot.
We came around, I think we took Murray
Street down the west side, and we stopped the rig
and pulled over to the side and we all got out of
the rig.

We were standing, waiting for seven to

come down.

We were there for quite a while, a

couple hours.
During that time a couple of the
members felt like we were being useless just
standing around.

We wanted to do something.

So
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we started trying to walk down, trying to get
into the pile.

We kept on being turned around

from chiefs, because they didn't want us near
seven.
Prior to seven coming down, this is the
first chance that we -- we were starting to get
hungry, so one of the members that I was with, he
said we heard there was a box of fruit or bananas
down the block, so we started walking down the
block.
As we were walking, we had to actually
get a little closer to seven.

So we turned and

looked at seven, and that's when all the marble
siding started popping off the side because it
was starting to go down.
I think we ran down I think it was
Vesey Street -- yeah, it was Vesey Street that we
ran down.

Seven came down.

We ran back to 85.

As far as I remember, 85 came down -- I don't
know what this street right here is.
Q.

Greenwich.

That's Greenwich.

A.

We made our way to the base of seven.

That's where we set up the tower ladder.
As we were coming down Greenwich -- was
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it Greenwich?

I'm not sure.

or Greenwich.

There was multiple cars on fire

throughout the block.

It was either West

All the hydrants, there

was no pressure in any of the hydrants that we
were around.

There was a pumper set up on one of

the streets, so we tried to stretch a line off
the pumper because there was no pressure in the
hydrant.
Tommy Delpino, the firefighter who was
driving that day, suggested that we tap off the
standpipe system in I think it was The Bank of
New York, or maybe it was 75 Park Place.
one of the buildings that was there.

It was

So we

started stretching a line off that.
By then the radios, the batteries were
dead.

We had no communication.

My captain at

the time was on the front of the line with two
other guys that I don't know.

They're from a

different company.
So I was actually acting as the radio
communication between Delpino, who was at the
standpipe, and the captain who was at the end of
the line.

He would tell me stop the water.

would run back and tell him.

I

Then I would run
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Then I would run

back and tell him to shut down.
We worked our way putting out the car
fires, which I don't know if there was
ammunition, because there was a lot of cop cars,
but there was explosions.

Tires were exploding.

There had to be about 15 or 20 car fires.

We put

them out as we worked our way down.
So then we were able to get 85 to the
base of seven where seven had just collapsed.
set up 85 and started dumping water.

We

It had to

be around 7 or 8:00, and we stayed there until 7
in the morning the next morning, alternating the
members in between the bucket and just dumping
the water on the base of seven from the north
side.
That's basically how the day went.
Q.

Okay.

By any chance do you remember

who you gave the radio to when you gave up your
radio earlier?
A.

No, no.

Q.

No?
How about the pumper that you said was

on Greenwich Street, do you remember what company
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that was?
A.

It seemed like it was an extra pumper,

because it was like a 505 or a 515 number.
Q.

Do you remember the name of the

companies of anybody else that you operated with
or saw besides you had mentioned 7 earlier?
A.

No, I don't remember companies that

were on the line.

I don't remember any companies

that we worked with that day.

The guy from 7 was

kind of walking around in a daze, looking for his
guys.

In fact, I met him like twice or three

times that day.

He kept on asking me, "Did you

see anyone from 7?

Did you see anyone from 7?"

He mentioned the guys who were working that day.
When I rotated, I stayed in my same
group, group 2.

So Danny Suhr who was in 216 I

worked with all the time, because I was in group
2.

We lost him.

All the guys in 7 were guys

that I -- some guys you don't see.
you just hardly work with.

Some groups

These are guys that I

spent time at their summer house and stuff.

So

when I heard that they were missing, I was quite
upset.
Q.

Had you seen any of the guys from 216
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at all?
A.

216, no I did not see any of them.

Q.

Is there anything else that you can

think of that might be helpful to us or that you
would like to add?
A.

No, not really.

Q.

Okay.

I want to thank you very much

for all your help in providing us with this
information.
CHIEF McGRATH:
interview, then.

This will conclude the

The time is 1622 hours.

FIREFIGHTER DONATO:
CHIEF McGRATH:

Thank you.

Thank you.
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Today's date is November

The time is 1350 hours.

I'm

George Cundari working with -MS. QUEVEDO:

Fabiola Quevedo.

MR. CUNDARI:

-- from the New York City

Fire Department.

I'm conducting an

interview with the following individual.
Please state your name, rank, title and
assigned command.
CAPTAIN DONOVAN:
Donovan.
14.

Captain Michael

I'm presently assigned to Division

At the time of the incident, I was a

lieutenant, Engine Company 290, assigned to
operations.
Q.

Captain, can you just tell us the

events that happened going to that tragic day of
September 11?
A.

Yeah.

to operations.
headquarters.

On that morning I was assigned
I was on the seventh floor of

We were writing a bulletin on

accident prevention and apparatus accident
prevention.
At the time that the first plane hit,
we were in an office on the seventh floor.
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Another lieutenant came in and said that a plane
had hit the World Trade Center.
at 8:48.

So that would be

We went to look out a window, and as we

were walking one way down the hallway on the
seventh floor, Chief of Department Ganci, Chief
of Operations Nigro and Staff Chief Cassano were
walking the other way.

They were heading to

their cars to respond to the World Trade Center.
They grabbed a couple of the officers,
myself and Captain John Sudnik, and told them to
come with the command staff and be assigned to
the command post.

They were looking for help in

the way of aides, administrative aides.
We took the elevator down to the
basement garage.

We got into Chief Nigro's car,

John Sudnik and I, along with Chief Nigro's
driver.

I think his name was Adam.

We got in

the car.
Quickly we were on the Brooklyn Bridge,
left Metrotech down on the Brooklyn Bridge.
could see the north tower on fire.

We

The wind

appeared to be blowing south and west, blowing
the wind eastward and north.

It looked to me

eight ten floors of fire, heavy black smoke.

We
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tried to size up the building on the way across
the bridge as to how you would approach this
fire.
We came over the Brooklyn Bridge, down
Park Row, made the turn onto Fulton Street, and
then we parked on the corner of Church and Dey, I
believe.

I'm not completely sure on this.

have memory blanks.

I

But we were on Church

Street, either Dey or Courtlandt.
We parked on the corner.

I asked the

driver if he had -- being we were responding from
headquarters, I had no firefighting gear.
went into the truck.
spare set of gear.

They

I was hoping they had a

My only real thought was to

get into the building one way or another, because
I didn't want to be stuck at the command post.
They had no gear.
We started to walk down Church Street
in the direction of Liberty.

We were at the

corner of Liberty and Church just below Four
World Trade Center when the second plane hit.
Q.

So you saw the second plane coming in?

A.

We heard the second plane.

We couldn't

see it because it was blocked by the buildings.

M. DONOVAN

5

We were actually still on Church Street.

We

heard the plane briefly, the earth shook, the
buildings shook, a tremendous fireball overhead.
I thought there was a bomb or an explosion.

A

tremendous fireball, flaming debris, pieces of
the airplane, fuselage, landing gear, pieces of
the building.
People started running.

We started

running down one of the streets.
Q.

You're still with Chief Nigro at this

time?
A.
car.

No.

Chief Nigro was in Chief Ganci's

Captain Sudnik, myself and Chief Nigro's

driver.

We started running down one of the

little side streets, Courtlandt or Dey.

There

were people dead in the street that obviously you
couldn't help them.

There was flaming debris

coming down all over.

It was just a matter of

who got hit with the debris.
I made my way to Broadway, came back
around the block.
command post.
gear.

I knew I had to get to the

I knew I had to get firefighting

When I got back to Church Street, instead

of heading to the south and across Liberty to
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West Street -- at that point we knew the post was
being set up over on West Street.

So rather than

go south around the Trade Center complex, I went
north up to Vesey Street.
On the way around, I saw a bunch of
rigs hooked up to stand pipes.
appeared to be abandoned.

I didn't see

chauffeurs, at least two rigs.
different gear.

At the time they

I was able to get

I was able to get bunker pants.

I was able to get a mask.

I managed to get a

bunker coat at some point.
Q.

Did you have a radio?

A.

I got a radio a little later on.

I got

a CO meter, carbon monoxide meter.
When I got I believe over to the corner
of West and Vesey, I saw a chauffeur.

I think it

was Engine 21, but I really don't remember.
rig was on the corner of West and Vesey.
him I needed gear.

The

I told

He gave me some of his gear,

with the idea that I would return it later on.
I saw a high rise unit, a Field Comm.
unit, whatever it was.
from there.

I was able to get a radio

So by the time I got to the command

post -- I went under the pedestrian bridge, the
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At that point I had a full

set of gear, a carbon monoxide detector, a radio
and a mask.
I reported into the command post and
asked to be put to work.
buildings were burning.

At this point both
They were setting up a

command post.

Chief Ganci was there.

Chief Downey.

I'm trying to think.

I saw

At one point

I saw I believe the Fire Commissioner.
Q.

Was this the command post by the Winter

Garden?
A.

It was by the Winter Garden, right.
The command post was set up.

There was

underground parking garage, and there were two
ramps leading down to the parking garage.

There

was a guard booth in front of the parking garage.
The command post was set up in those ramps, in
that area, directly in front of the entrances to
the two parking garages.
Companies were starting to respond in.
I remember seeing Eddie Geraghty, Chief Geraghty.
I remember seeing a lot of other people.
to be put to work.

I wanted to go in.

I asked

Basically

Chief Ganci told me he had other jobs for me.
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Chief Cassano gave me a job to do.
Chief Cassano was the first one -- and this was
early in the operation.

He said:

"Mike, if

these buildings come down, we're in a terrible
spot.

We're right under these buildings."

He

said:

"What we've got to do is get one of these

buildings, one of the World Financial Center
buildings, open."

He said:

"Find me a building

with a large lobby and a view of the World Trade
Center, but we've got to move this command post."
That was early on.

That was one of the first

jobs they gave me to do.
I found some building personnel.

On

the facade of the building it said Deloitte &
Touche.

I don't know which building that was.

I

kind of think it was Two World Trade Center, but
I'm not sure.

It said Deloitte & Touche on the

face of the building.
I got a guard.

It took some time for

the guard to go around with the keys and open the
lobby.

In the meantime the jumpers started

jumping.

Companies were responding in.

Finally

the building personnel came around, opened the
doors.
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I went back to Chief Cassano and said:
"Chief, I have a building.

I have a building for

you."

"Great.

Chief Cassano said:

We're moving

the command post."
We went over and spoke to Chief Ganci,
who was heavily engaged in deploying men.
Ganci looked around.

Chief

He saw that there were

companies in the process of staging.

He had, I

would say, between 30 to 50, maybe 60 men there.
John Sudnik was organizing the engines
in groups right in front of the parking garage
entrance, trucks on the other ramp in front of
the parking garage entrance.
Q.

These are all face-to-face

communications you're having?
A.

Yeah.

I talked to Chief Cassano.

Chief Cassano went over and speak to Chief Ganci
directly.

Chief Ganci saw that there was no way

we were going to be able to move the command
post.

There were just too many people.

simply wasn't going to happen.
Chief Cassano and said:

It just

He turned to

"No, we're not going to

be able to do this."
Chief Cassano turned to me and kind of
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shrugged like it was a good idea and it was
something we should have done, but it just wasn't
going to happen.
With that I looked for another job to
do.

I ran into a man who was in charge of all

the building systems in the World Trade Center,
and he was in the staging area, the command post
area, with us.
He made the points to me that -- he was
in a green shirt, fifty-ish.

He made the points

that if we were going to make an attack on this
fire to actually fight the fire, there were
certain building systems that had to be
controlled.
He said that the high-pressure steam
system would have to be shut down.

That was at

B6, basement level six or basement level two.

He

also said that we would have to do something with
the eight track systems.

He said he was capable

of doing that from the basement of the World
Trade Center.
I offered to do that job with him, to
go into the basement with the radio, shut down
the building systems.

Somehow we got lost in the
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shuffle on that as far as -- that never happened.
With that I'm still trying to get into
the building.
Q.

You're still at the command post?

A.

I'm still at the command post.

I'm

trying to get into the buildings, but I don't
have a company with me.
I saw my friend Timmy Stackpole.

I

worked with Timmy for five years in 290 and 103.
Timmy was driving with Dennis Cross, a chief from
the Bedford Stuyvesant section.

I asked Tim if

he was going into the buildings.

He said yes.

Chief Cross was getting his orders.
at the command post.
fine with me, just

He said:

He was over

"Mike, that's

go ask Chief Cross, just let

Chief Cross know."
I went over to Chief Cross, and he
said:

"I'd like to have you come with me," but

he would have the nozzle if we went in.
a little joke.

With that he said:

He made

"Come on,

we're going." He had just gotten his orders.

He

never really got to tell me what his orders were.
I think later on I found out that he was going to
Two World Trade Center, the south tower.
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So with that we started walking off,
and Chief Ganci called me back and said:
don't go with them.

"Mike,

I have another job for you."

And off Dennis Cross and Captain Stackpole went.
Unfortunately they went to their deaths.
Chief Ganci gave me the job of
monitoring all the radio transmissions in the
south tower.

Because the operation was so big,

he needed people to listen.

So he had me take my

radio, go to Channel 3 and monitor all radio
transmissions.
Q.

Were you able to hear the transmissions

on the radio at that time?
A.

Briefly.

I say only briefly because I

had to get a list of all the companies operating
in the south tower, and then I had to start
writing down all the critical information,
responding to when they called the command post.
That gives us automatic time frame
thing, because I only did that for about two
minutes when the south tower started to collapse.
So I was standing at the guard booth in front of
the parking garage monitoring radio
transmissions.
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You were around the Winter Garden or

Two World Trade Center?
A.

Right, just south of the pedestrian

bridge where the ramps for the parking garage is
under the buildings.

Whether it was the Winter

Garden, Two World Trade Center, I'm not sure what
building.
Q.

Who was with you at that point?

A.

At that point John Sudnik was there,

Chief Cassano, Steve Mosiello, Chief Ganci and
all the companies that were staging, all the
companies that were lining up to go to work.
Anyway, with that I was listening, and
there was an incredibly loud rumbling.
got to look up.

I never

People started running for the

entrances to the parking garages.
running for the entrances.

They started

I started running

without ever looking up.
The roar became tremendous.

I fell on

the way to the parking garages.

Debris was

starting to fall all around me.

I got up, I got

into the parking garages, was knocked down by the
percussion.

I thought there had been an

explosion or a bomb that they had blown up there.
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The Vista International Hotel was my first
impression, that they had blown it up.

I never

got to see the World Trade Center coming down.
I got into the garage, knocked down,
buried by the debris, buried in the dust, laying
there in the parking garage about 40 feet in and
just waiting for the roof of the parking garage
to collapse on top of me.
I would say there were about 40 or 50
people in there with us, because all the people
that were staging were there.

After a minute or

two, we all started to get up.

We dug ourselves

out of the dust and the debris.

We thought we

were buried alive in there because there was no
light.

There was no visibility.

We thought that

the entrances had been sealed and that we were
buried alive.
Somebody said these are parking garages
under a building.

So we came to the conclusion

that there had to be a stairway out, that there
had to be an escape there.
searching for that.

So we started

I called for a set of tools

in case we found doors that had to be forced
open.
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You still couldn't see down there;

right?
A.

You couldn't see anything.

You could

just barely make out a flashlight from about two
feet away.
Somebody found a hallway.
led to a staircase.

The hallway

The hallway was lit.

were fumbling around.

Guys

This is all the staff

chiefs and everything and all the companies
staging, fumbling around all parts of the garage.
I had the mask, I had the CO meter, so
I was able to take hits from the mask.

I could

see that the CO readings were relatively low.
They were only 34 parts per million.

I decided I

would stay there and lead as many people out as
long as I could stand it rather than have them
bumping around in the dark and the dust.

So I

had the advantage of having a mask and CO meter.
I led out I would say 20 or 30 people.
Q.

So you were communicating with the

people in the garage?
A.

I was yelling in:

This is the way out."
people came by me.

"I have a way out.

I would say 20 or 30
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When I thought we had gotten everybody
out, I went up the stairs.
on Vesey Street.
worked out.
West.

Somehow we ended up

I don't know how that quite

We were on the corner of Vesey and

I headed back to where the command post

had been under the pedestrian north walkway
bridge.

It was still standing at that time.
I went back to where the command post

was to find a deserted stage and all the debris.
I could see that the parking garage entrances
hadn't been completely sealed.
the dust was so thick.
the way we walked in.

It was just that

We could have walked out
It was so dark that you

thought you couldn't go out that way.
I got back.
in complete disarray.
board.

Nobody was there.

It was

There was no command

There was really nothing there.
Shortly thereafter Steve Mosiello, who

was Chief Ganci's executive assistant, came to me
and said they couldn't find Pete.

They couldn't

find Chief Ganci, and they had to go back in the
parking garage to look for him.
So I started back in the parking garage
to look for Chief Ganci.

He was on his way out
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Chief Ganci was on his way

He was very disoriented.

I brought him

over to Steve Mosiello.
Chief Ganci made a remark that we had
to move the command post north and we're in a bad
place because that was the south tower that came
down.

After the north tower came down, we were

almost directly under it.
Q.

So you knew the south tower came down?

You knew it collapsed?
A.

No, you couldn't see it.

Millennium Hotel had been blown up.

I thought the
In fact, it

took me a long time before I could accept the
fact that even after you could see that the tower
wasn't there you said it had to be there
somewhere.

You couldn't believe that it had come

down.
So Chief Ganci made the remark we're
moving the command post north.

Almost

immediately everybody that had come back to that
place had started north to West and Vesey.

When

we got to West and Vesey, there was a tall blonde
hair -- I believe was a chief.
he was.

I don't know who

He said we were re-forming down by the

M. DONOVAN

river.

18

We were going to re-form -- we were going

to walk west on Vesey Street and regroup by the
river.
Q.

North End Street?

A.

Yes.

Q.

North End and you go to the river

there.
A.

With that we started walking down

towards the river.

When we got all the way down

to the end of Vesey Street, there was really
nobody there.

There were none of the command

chiefs there.
We turned around, started walking back,
got about halfway between West Street and North
End.

So it was between three and four.

That's

when the north tower came down.
Q.

Who was with you at that point?

A.

At that point I think there was Jimmy

McMahon -- he was a captain also -- and John
Sudnik, but basically we were straggling along.
Again, I was able to duck into a
doorway.

The dust cloud, the debris, came past

us.
Q.

Is that the same thing, the rumbling?
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Yeah, the whole thing.
Then after that, after it settled a

little bit, I made my way back.

I was trying to

go back to where the command post had been.

When

I got back to West Street, I saw that the
devastation was incredible.

The north pedestrian

bridge, the north walkway bridge, was down.
There was a tremendous amount of debris on West
Street.

You couldn't even make out that West

Street was a street.
The strangest thing was that area south
of Vesey Street between the pedestrian bridge and
Vesey Street, that area was completely deserted.
There was heavy dust in the area.

It was like

after a blizzard when there's nobody out and
everything is very quiet and you can't really
see.

The visibility isn't good.
Q.

You really didn't see any civilians

going by?
A.

There was nobody.

There was nobody.

It was like Hiroshima after the bomb, not that I
know what Hiroshima was, but just a eerie
stillness.

There was nobody.

start searching this area.

I said I have to
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I saw one guy from 41 Engine, and he
said we have to start searching this area.
was as disoriented as I was.

He

The two of us, we

went into what I believe was Three World
Financial Center.

All the windows were broken.

We went in and we started searching in there.

We

didn't find anyone.
Then he went off one way, and I
continued searching the street area on West
Street from just south of Vesey to the pedestrian
bridge.

I searched there for, I would say, 20

minutes to half an hour, and I didn't see anyone.
I found a lot of masks and equipment all laying
on the ground.
destroyed.

Rigs were buried; rigs were

Cars were on fire.

Buildings were on

fire.
I searched there by myself for about 20
minutes, half hour.

Then a couple cops started

showing up, and then a couple of photographers
started showing up.
Q.

Were you able to do any radio

transmissions or was any radio transmissioning
you or did you hear anything on the radio?
A.

No, I didn't.

I really didn't.

I
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think something happened on my way there because
it never worked properly after that.
certain transmissions.

I would get

I had been on Channel 3.

Channel 3 was the south tower.

I think most of

those guys were dead, the guys that were on the
same channel with me.

I never thought to turn it

back on until later on.

The radio never really

worked well again after that.
I searched there for a long while.
Then I saw Patty McNally show up.
Cruthers and another chief.

I saw Chief

Chief McNally was

running the operation at West and Vesey.

What

struck me about Chief McNally was he was the only
one that seemed to really have his head on
straight.
Chief Cruthers told me that they had
formed another command post up on Chambers
Street.

At this point there were a couple of

floors burning on Seven World Trade Center.
Chief McNally wanted to try and put that fire
out, and he was trying to coordinate with the
command post up on Chambers Street.

This is

after searching for a while.
He had me running back and forth trying
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to get companies to go into Seven World Trade
Center. His radio didn't seem to be working right
either because he had me relaying information
back and forth and Chief Cruthers had me -Q.

So everything was face-to-face?

Nothing was by radio?
A.

Yeah, and it was really in disarray.

It really was in complete disarray. We never
really got an operation going at Seven World
Trade Center.
Then at some point after that -- a
bunch of things happened after that.
can't remember what happened.

I just

I ran into people

that I knew that were missing, knew that they had
family in there.

I saw Jimmy Boyle briefly.

I

saw Mike Hampton from 290 whose son was lost,
Jimmy Richards.

I started doing different

errands like that.
Then later on I had a chief ask me -they found Pete Ganci's body, and they had me go
out in the ambulance with his body.
want any photographers.

They didn't

Chief McCann, who might

be good to talk to too, he and I guarded the
ambulance so that none of these photographers
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would take a picture of the chief of department's
body in the ambulance.

We did that for a long

time because they weren't going to take him to
the morgue until they had gotten Commissioner
Feehan's body out.

So we guarded the ambulance

for a long time.
Then after that I tried stretching hose
lines.

I hooked up with a friend of mine from 54

Engine and tried to stretch hose into the pile so
that we could protect guys that were searching
the pile for survivors.
Then about 10:00 at night I went home.
I had to go home and see my kids.
Q.

At no time you called home or anything?

A.

What happened was when I was searching

this area and the photographers, I remember the
cops telling the photographers they had to leave
the area.

I offered to escort them out of the

area, with the idea that I knew they'd have a
cell phone on them, the photographers.
The one photographer tried to place a
call for me and couldn't get a signal out and
then took my number on her arm and called from
wherever later on and told my wife -- I guess
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about 11 or 12:00 she told my wife I was alive.
I was able to call later in the day at different
points.
As bad as the destruction was here, it
was ten times as bad like south of the pedestrian
bridge.

When they talked about ground zero, I

always thought they were talking about this
specific spot because this was just the absolute
worst.
And that was it.
MR. CUNDARI:

Any questions?

MS. QUEVEDO:

No.

MR. CUNDARI:

Thank you for having this

interview with us.
CAPTAIN DONOVAN:

Okay.

Good luck.

Pretty overwhelming; right?
MR. CUNDARI:

It's 2418.

concludes the interview.
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Today's date is
The time is 9:56 a.m.,

and this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan
from the Safety Battalion of the Fire
Department of the City of New York.

I'm

conducting an interview with Lieutenant
Robert Dorritie, Engine 53, in the quarters
of Engine 53.
Q.

Robert, just tell us what you know

about the events of September 11th.
A.

Well, I'll just start from the

beginning, I guess.

We were sitting here

watching the television, and we saw the first
plane hit.
going.

At that time I said, oh, we'll be

We kind of got our gear together and

thrown on the rig.
The second plane hit, and I guess about
two or three minutes afterwards, about 9:09, is
when we had the alarm come in on the second fifth
alarm.

We were the fourth due engine on the

second fifth alarm.
So we took off right away.

We cut

through the park, got over to Twelfth Avenue.
Twelfth Avenue had already been closed by the New
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We were down in the

World Trade Center -- I gave a 1084 about 9:18.
So it only took us about nine minutes to get down
there.
When we got down there, I went over to
the command post, which was located across the
street from the north tower, we reported in to
the command post.

At that time we were ordered

to go back by a Captain Supek, I believe his name
was.

He orders us to go back onto West Street

and to remove two rigs that were blocking West
Street.

So we ran back and we moved the two

rigs.
We came back again to the command post.
At that time we received our orders to go into
the south tower.

They said start making your way

up on the south tower, tower number two.

I

turned around, looked for my men, and they were
in front of who I believe was a Franciscan
priest.

He was giving them absolution, and they

were accepting absolution from him.
I said, "Okay, guys, we've got to get
going."

I don't know if it was Father Judge or

not; it could have been.

He went towards the
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north tower at that time and started walking
across the street.

I kind of cut him off at the

pass and said, "What about me, Father?"
"It includes everybody.

He said,

Absolution includes

everybody here."
I got my guys and started walking
across West Street.

I guess we got about

three-quarters of the way across when we were
deciding which way to go into the south tower.
That's when I looked up, and the tower started
coming down, which at the time I said I thought
it was a secondary device.

I had warned the guys

about secondary devices on the way down and to be
careful of that.
So when I originally saw it -- and then
I realized the building was coming down.

We ran

back across the street and into the garage, the
parking garage, underneath Two World Financial
Center, the Merrill Lynch building, I guess.

We

ran in there.
Eventually there was a little confusion
down there, but we found our way out the back.
We sent a search line, a search rope, up from
there, a couple of the companies, and we ran it
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Then I

went back into the building, back through the
World Trade Center.
I came out, and that's when I saw Chief
Cassano there.

I saw I believe it was Chief

Ganci on the corner.

That's when I heard the

transmission of a mayday from Ladder 21.
know who it was.

Couldn't get through.

I don't
But I

heard the transmission from Ladder 21.
At that time after hearing that
transmission, I decided to go back, get my men,
who I left back over here behind the Winter
Garden area, in that parking area back there,
because I thought that was a good place for that,
and there was a lot of people starting to gather.
As I came back through the garage, I
didn't even know I was outside for a while, it
was so dark.

So I came back through the garage

again, got some of my guys.

When I told them

that there were guys out front yet and that they
were making their way north and that I was afraid
the pedestrian bridge was going to collapse,
being that I also thought the north tower was
going to collapse.
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So one of the guys, Louis Giaconelli,
says, "No, no, don't you go back in.

I'll go

back in and see if I can get anybody to come back
that way."

He went in there, and as guys came

out of the parking garage, we directed them back
around North Street onto Vesey Street.

We stayed

here, me and Firefighter Ed Cachia, stayed here.
Q.

Here where?

A.

In the rear of the Two World Financial

Center.

In the rear?

As people came out of the Winter Garden,

we directed them around here.

They also were

coming around on the outside.

From Two World

Trade Center, guys were coming from this side.

I

saw Captain Yakimovich, Pete came around this
side, a couple other guys.

I tried to get

information on who was trapped and where they
were trapped.
I don't really remember that much, but
Louis ran into the building then to see if he
could get more guys out this way.
Q.

Out of the garage?

A.

Out of the garage, and outside the

front of the building, because a lot of guys did
survive the first collapse, they didn't go into
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the parking garage but they went north towards
the pedestrian way.
But I was arguing to a couple people
out there that I thought the best way out was
this way through the rear of the World Financial
Center, back through the rear and out through
this way, because we had the protection of the
building and also it seemed to be a safe area
underneath the parking garage out in the back
because it was so substantial.
I figured if this tower collapses -this tower is going to collapse, and the best
place for us to get away from this as quickly as
possible, being that if we went north on West
Street we would wind up at the pedestrian bridge.
So I decided not to.
Louis Giaconelli is back now in Winter
Garden and in that area.
are back here.

Myself and Eddie Cachia

There was nobody else coming out.

At that moment I said to Eddie, "We've got to get
out of here because this building is going to
come down."

Within 30 seconds of me saying that,

the building comes down.
Me and Eddie Cachia run back here along
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the benches over here and take cover behind these
benches.
Q.

Near the water?

A.

Yeah, near the water.

here, hid behind the benches.

We ran back

It gets pretty

cloudy, but it's not too bad back there.
After that collapse, now I'm worried
about Louis Giaconelli, who I had left in the
building.

So we get out and we start making our

way back into Two World Financial Center, and we
find Louis Giaconelli bringing three or four
people out.
out.

So he guided three or four people

He also mask shared with somebody.
I said, "All right, Louis, let's get

ourselves together and whoever else we have here
and let's get ourselves out of harm's way."

And

we walked along North Street to Vesey Street, and
we stayed there.

Once I got all my guys together

again, Kevin McGovern, Eddie Cachia, Louis
Giaconelli and Mike Catalano, we all got
together.

I left a couple guys there.
We made our way back into the south

tower after the collapse.

Really I was trying to

hone in on Ladder 21, since they're the only ones
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But I really couldn't get

through on the radio.

Every time you got some

kind of mayday or you thought a mayday, it was
covered up by somebody else trying to get through
and you really couldn't get through.
confusing.

It was very

I didn't like the radios at all at

the time.
We just walked around on the rubble
that day and tried to see what we could do.
Basically that's what happened.
Q.

Do you have anything else to add?

A.

I don't think so, no.

Q.

Well, thanks a lot, Robert.
CHIEF KENAHAN:

The time now is 10:05,

and that concludes the interview.
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Today's date is

The time is 1345 hours.

This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of
the Safety Battalion of the New York City
Fire Department.

I'm conducting an

interview with the following individual.
Please state your name.
FIREFIGHTER DRUMM:

Firefighter John

Drumm.
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:

Assigned to Ladder 16

of the Fire Department of the City of New
York, at the quarters of Ladder 16,
regarding the events of September 11th,
2001.
Q.

John, if you can just tell in your own

words what happened that day.
A.

The first time I found out about the

whole incident, we were in the kitchen of the
firehouse when someone came in and told us they
just had heard a plane crashed into the twin
towers.

We went out to the house watch from the

kitchen, listened to the department radio.

About

a minute after getting into house watch, Engine
39, which I was assigned on that day to -- I was
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assigned to work in Engine 39 on September 11th.
About a minute after I went out of the house
watch, Engine 39 got sent on the run.
Q.

Let me just stop a second.

Okay.

Go

ahead, just from where you were.
A.

39 got the run, like I said, a minute

after walking in the house watch.
Two of us got into the back step of 39
and two other members drove down the high-rise
rig, high-rise number 2, and we made our way
downtown.

While we were on our way down, we

heard over the department radio in the rig that
the second tower had also now been hit by a
plane.
After heading downtown on Second
Avenue, we came across on Houston.

After we were

coming across to the west side of Manhattan on
Houston, looking southbound along the major
avenues, I could see both towers -(Interruption.)
A.

As I was saying, when 39 was making

their way downtown, we had used Houston Street to
go across to the west side.

And as we passed

other major avenues, you could have a clear view
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I was able to see both the north tower

and the south tower, both in flames and plumes of
smoke over them.
We came down the West Side Highway.

We

parked the rigs just south of Vesey Street, on
West Street we parked.

As we were getting out of

the rigs, there was a chief that was instructing
the chauffeur of 39 and the driver of the
high-rise to move them further down West Street,
more in the front of the north tower.
I'm not too sure, after hearing the
chief say that, how the rigs were moved, being a
member of the inside.

We just grabbed our

rollups and headed for the building.
We headed towards the north tower.

We

were assigned on the run to report to the north
tower.

We made our way into the building through

the northwest corner of the building.

The

windows on the first floor were all broken out,
so we didn't even go down to the doorway.

We

just went into the corner of the building, which
all the glass was blown out, and used that way to
get into the building.
As we were approaching the building, we
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had walked underneath the passenger bridge that's
just south of Vesey and hugged the wall, because
on our way into the building there was a lot of
debris falling and, as everybody knows, there
were also people jumping.

On our way in, we were

able to see a few of those people.

So we were

hugging the wall of the building just on the
northwest corner of tower one to avoid the
debris.
We made our way into the lobby of the
north tower, where we saw a command post being
assembled and a battalion chief or a battalion
aide had seen us coming in, and he instructed us,
39 Engine, to team up with 65 Engine, which we
did.

He also instructed us to use the B

stairwell to ascend.

We were instructed just

keep climbing until you get upstairs to where you
can help other companies set up your lines,
stretch and go into operation.
We made our way up the stairs from
there, the B stairwell.

The highest point we

climbed was the 31st floor.
Q.

Wow.

A.

As everybody knows, there was civilians
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coming down at the same time on our way up.
There was one behind the other on their right of
the staircase, and we stayed towards the center
of the staircase, the firemen, on our right, the
center of the staircase, and made our way up.
We met some very nice people on the way
up.

They offered the firemen water and actually

I want to put that in the record because it was a
nice thing.

One civilian offered to carry my

rollup for a while at one point.

I said, "Thank

you very much, sir, but I'll get it."
We helped a few civilians get down a
little bit.

Most of the civilians we passed were

able to walk on their own.

A few civilians I met

on the way up were actually being helped by
civilians too.

A woman who was a burn victim,

one of the firemen helped clear the stairway at
that time because they were carrying her and it
took a larger width of the stairwell.

So we

cleared all the civilians out of the way for
that, just made sure the civilians stayed in
order, which they did.

They were very orderly.

When we got to the 31st floor, at that
point -- we ascended as fast as we could, but
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there were other firemen in front of us and
slowly but surely making our way up.

When we got

to the 31st floor, Lieutenant McGlynn, who was
the officer of Engine 39 that day, had instructed
us to stand by on the 31st floor where he was
going to wait for further instruction or try to
hook up with a nearby chief.
I'm not too sure exactly what he was
trying to find out everything.

But he was

probably maybe seeing if they wanted to start
stretching lines from a lower standpipe.

But he

had told us just to stand by while he waited to
talk to a chief.
While on the 31st floor, as I said, we
were told to stand by by Lieutenant McGlynn, our
officer for the day, waiting for further
instruction.

As we were waiting, we waited in

the hallway on the 31st floor out of the
stairwell to stay out of the crowd of civilians
and all, not to clog up the stairwell.

We waited

for our instructions in the hallway of the 31st
floor.
We also first went in there to make
sure also -- when we were about 12 floors below
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that there was a transmission that there was
several members and police officers on the 31st
floor that had chest pains and difficulty
breathing.

Being an engine company, we went in

there to see if there was any CRFD work we could
do on the members.
As we went into the stairwell, also
waiting for instructions to be given to
Lieutenant McGlynn, everybody was being taken
care of on the 31st floor, all members that had
chest pains and difficulty breathing.

Someone

had already gotten to them and was giving them
oxygen.
So besides making sure everyone was
okay, we were waiting there.

Maybe we were on

the 31st hallway for approximately five minutes
when all of a sudden a large crashing,
thundering, roaring -- it's almost impossible to
really explain with those words, but it was so
much more noise than I could ever really explain
clearly.
The members that were nearby, we all
went and got down on our hands and knees on the
floor, not knowing what this was, walls, floor.
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I had no idea what was happening

until I got out of the building later in the day
I had found out what happened.

Later in the day

I found out what was going on when all of us were
on the floor and all that roaring was going on
was the south tower collapsing.
While on the 31st floor and still in
the building, I didn't know that.

As I said, I

didn't know the south tower came down until I was
out of the building and away from the collapse.
But while we were on the 31st floor,
everyone was down.
and knees.

Everybody was on their hands

It was almost confirmed by -- it made

me feel comfortable of not knowing what it was
that one fireman was standing up -- I'm not too
sure if he was a rescue member.

I think I

remember seeing a blue patch on his helmet.
not positive of the number.

I'm

I think it was a

blue batch on his helmet, and I think it was a
rescue member.
He was telling all the members in the
hallway, maybe about 20 or 30 firefighters in the
hallway at the time, to relax and calm down, that
it was only the skin of the building.

I remember
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that clearly, this firefighter saying that.

That

relaxed me a little bit, not that I probably even
thought that it was the south tower collapsing or
what it was, but it was just something very
disturbing.
In a way he comforted me a little bit.
But as I found out later, it was not just the
skin of the building coming down; it was the
south tower.
After the noise had stopped, there was
a transmission on the radio that I had.

I was in

a position on 39 control that day, so I had a
radio so I could hear it myself on my radio.
There was a transmission that I'm guessing was
repeated about five times:

"Imminent collapse,

imminent collapse of the north tower.
evacuation."
Q.

Immediate

At least five times I heard that.

A lot of guys didn't get that.

That's

good that you got it.
A.

Yeah.

Now I don't know how everything

happened with -- how the radios were with the
members on the upper floors, but on the 31st
floor I was able to hear that they wanted the
north tower to be evacuated.
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We were waiting for the officer's order
before taking up and start walking, maybe a
couple minutes past where he was confirming,
listening for further transmissions or talking to
other officers that were in the area.

He wasn't

sure that's what they wanted us to do.
We started to descend the building at
that time and went right back into the B
stairwell and descended down all the way to the
lobby in the B stairwell.
On our way down it was a lot clearer,
the stairwell, of civilians.

On the way up it

was one behind the other order -- orderly but one
behind the other of civilians on the way down the
staircase.

After standing on the 31st floor and

the collapse of the south tower happening and
making our way back into the stairwell, there was
a lot less civilians.

Most of the civilians

hopefully at that point were already down.

But

there were still a few we ran into on the way
down.
One woman we assisted.
trouble breathing.
a cylinder.

She was having

The only air we had left was

One of the members had a cylinder
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and I helped to purge it to let the woman get a
hit off our mask.

So we gave her the mask.

She

was able to walk after that, and she was with two
civilian men that were going to stay with her the
rest of the way down.
On the way down we also ran into -most firemen that we saw were heading down the
staircase at this time, but approximately the
20th floor I remember running into Captain Ill of
Ladder 2 and Officer McGlynn, my officer for the
day, talked to him a little bit, asking him if he
had heard the transmission.
Being right next to Lieutenant McGlynn,
I was able to hear that conversation.

Captain

Ill said yes, he did hear it, and he was just
making sure that everybody was out before he was
heading down.
With McGlynn knowing that he heard the
transmission, we continued to climb down.

As we

got down to the lower floors, we walked a little
bit slower.

It was very congested with firemen

down at the bottom of the staircase making our
way out.
lobby.

But eventually we got down to the
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We walked back in the same

direction out of the stairwell B, which is
between the elevator bank, back to West Street.
So we were heading to the exact spot where we
came into the building, which was the northwest
corner of the building.
Lieutenant McGlynn came to a stop, I'm
assuming this was to check that all his members
were out of the stairwell.

I looked at

Lieutenant McGlynn on my way past him, thought I
made eye contact with him.

He actually didn't

see me.
All the firemen in front of me were
still walking, so I followed them out the
northwest corner of the building, which wasn't
even a doorway, just all the glass on the lobby
floor had been blown out.

So it was a clear

passage through there, the exact same corner of
the building we came in.
We hugged the exact same wall of the
building that's just north of the north tower.
I'm not too sure what that is, whatever that
building is.

Building five?
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Q.

The customs building.

A.

Yeah.

Q.

I think that's building six, but it's

the customs building.
A.

Building six.

It's the building that's

on the corner of Vesey and West.
Q.

Yeah, right.

A.

There's a big sidewalk in front of the

north tower, but I just hugged the wall of that
for the same reasoning -Q.

So it would be this building.

A.

Yeah, we came out of this northwest

corner of the north tower, and this was right
along the sidewalk.

So we just hugged this wall

of the U.S. -Q.

Customs building.

A.

-- customs building.

And when you

follow this wall back to the West Side Highway to
the street, it's right where the passenger bridge
is.
So when I got to the passenger bridge,
I was probably walking at a normal pace, not
running, all the way to that passenger bridge
from the building.

And as I approached the
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passenger bridge and just got underneath it,
there were two firemen that were standing there,
looking back up toward the building.
As I approached them, all of a sudden I
heard a bunch of firemen, including these two
guys I saw, start yelling, "Get out of the way!
Go, go, go!

Don't look back!

Don't look back!

The building's coming down!"
Of course like anybody else, instinct
takes over and I look back.

As I was underneath

this passenger bridge, I can see the north tower
at the top starting to come down.

With that and

everybody yelling just go, whoever I listened
to -- I guess I listened to -- one fireman said,
"Let's go north on West Street."
So right from the passenger bridge I
kept going back, and why I was going that way too
was you go back to your rig after a job or
whatever.

That's where our rigs were when we

left them was Vesey and West.
that way anyway.

So I was heading

Thank God he also said north

and I continued on West.
As soon as he said that, I looked, saw
the building come down, and just took off running
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I ran as far up as

Stuyvesant High School.

About just north of

Vesey Street is I guess when the building was
very close -- at the ground, and now the dust
cloud was starting to push up West Street.
Just north of West Street I guess I
started seeing the dust cloud.

One fireman I saw

in the middle of the street continued holding
cylinders, but laying on the top of the cylinders
was a mask.

So he probably assumed that maybe

the whole thing had a mask in it, complete mask.
He said, "Run, grab a mask!"
over to the container.

I ran

He had grabbed a mask,

but the only thing else that was left in the
container was -Q.

Cylinder?

A.

A cylinder.

I just kept running.

But

just after that container, which was like at the
corner of Vesey, the smoke just came right over
us.

So from Vesey Street until Stuyvesant High

School, we were searching through this dust
cloud.
I had left my mask up on the 31st
floor.

When they said to evacuate, they just
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So I dropped my mask,

dropped my rollups, and just said let's get out
of the building.
cloud came.

So I had no mask when this dust

So I used my hood as some type of

vent to keep some of the stuff from going in my
lungs.
Probably from Vesey all the way to
Stuyvesant High School I was in the dust cloud,
actually searching my way up West Street.

I was

still thinking of training in proby school, you
know, hug the walls until you find a window
frame.
I found the curb and a parked car.
Thank God the car was faced the right direction,
and I was using the front end as the direction to
point north.

I kept walking that way, because I

could not see anything.

All I could hear was

everyone screaming and yelling.
There were one or two firemen that had
tripped on the way up.
weren't hurt.

I picked them up.

They

They just tripped over something

probably on the street.

I picked them up and

kept going.
But eventually when I got to about
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Stuyvesant High School, I was able to see through
the dust cloud.

I made my way inside Stuyvesant

High School where I was coughing for a little
while.

I don't know if I was there maybe half an

hour, clearing my mouth out with some water.
Some of the teachers were bringing water over to
me, and the security guards were helping out.
As I got my senses back together and
all and had help from people to strip off my gear
and cool off, I guess, and civilians were helping
me out.

Finally -- I don't know how long it was,

maybe half an hour -- I stopped coughing and was
able to gain my senses and feel myself and
everything was all right.

I started thinking.

I didn't know at the time but I found
out later in the day that when I left the north
tower in the lobby I had thought my officer had
seen me, Lieutenant McGlynn, and he hadn't seen
me.

When I continued out of the building, the

other members of Engine 39 made their way out of
the staircase and saw Lieutenant McGlynn.
Lieutenant McGlynn asked them if they had seen
Drumm.

That's my last name.

I didn't see him."

They all said, "No,

"Did you see him?"

"No, I
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didn't see him."
I would never have known if they came
out.

Thank God all four of them are alive.

But

they had gone back into the staircase to search
for me -Q.

Oh, Jesus.

A.

-- not knowing that I came out of the

building.

To find out more -- I believe they've

been interviewed too and it's on the record.

But

I think they made it somewhere, they told me,
maybe around to the fifth floor and thank God
that the staircase was able to withstand the
weight that it stood.
They had their trauma and I don't want
to tell you a story that they'll tell their own
if they haven't all right.
ordeal.

But they had an

If they didn't come out, I probably

would have never known that they had gone back in
for me.

But thank God they're alive.

That means

a lot to me that they had gone back in for me.
It means a lot more than I know that they're
still alive.
I think that I can go on with the story
in detail, so I think that's pretty much my

J. DRUMM

20

experience from getting the run at the firehouse
to getting out of the building.

I guess after

getting out of the building and getting my senses
back together at Stuyvesant High School, I geared
back up and started heading back down.

I don't

know if my radio was turned down or turned off.
I wasn't listening to the radio when I was in the
high school coughing.
I made my way back out to the street.
The radio was still working.
it was on.

I turned it on or

I started listening to the radio as

to what the heck was going on.

I knew the north

tower had come down, but not until really I was
done running at Stuyvesant High School had I
found out that the south tower was the noise I
had heard when we were still on the 31st floor.
That's when I realized that both buildings were
down was after I came back out into the street
from Stuyvesant High School.
Over the radio I was hearing the
chauffeur of 39, Arthur Meyers, trying to raise
Engine 39.

I heard that message from him several

times.

Eventually I was able to get through the

radio.

The radio was of course very busy.
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Eventually I was able to just get in a
couple words with him.
asked my location.
where I was.

I knew who it was.

He

I told him who I was and

We met up at -- I don't know if it

was Vesey or -- what's the next one up?
Q.

Barclay.

A.

Yeah, somewhere near Barclay, near

Barclay and West Street, I ended hooking up with
him.

Maybe a half an hour after or an hour after

the collapse, I ended up finding him.

He went on

to try to raise Engine 39 for a while longer.
Then the radio was just so busy.

There was no

response back from 39.
What we were thinking then -- we didn't
know what to think, because the radios weren't
working.

We didn't know where they were, because

I didn't know that they hadn't come out of the
building.

I thought they were with me and the

rest of the crowd of firemen that, like I said,
walked out of the building to that passenger
bridge.

But I thought they were with me the

whole time.
So we couldn't raise them on the radio.
We just decided to stay together the rest of the
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Pretty much nothing after a while.

stayed together.

We

Maybe a couple hours later I

ended up running into some of the truck guys from
Ladder 16 at Vesey and West.

Lieutenant Dan

Williams was the first one I saw, actually.
I didn't believe it until I saw each
one of the engine members, but Lieutenant
Williams was the first one to tell me they were
okay, at least that they were alive.

That is

when I started to find out, because there is a
restaurant that is off of West Street down in
Battery Park City.

But near Vesey, a block in

off West, there was a few members.
Lieutenant Williams said, "Go to the
front of this restaurant on the corner, one block
in off of West on Vesey," where I met up with one
of the members who was actually out on rotation,
but he was here at the time.
Firefighter Bob Bacon was the first one
I saw.

He was one of the four members that had

gone back into the building for me.

That's when

I found out the story of what they had done.

I

was really upset at that point that I knew they
did that but also glad that they all came out.
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Two of them I think had gone to the
hospital.

Nobody had any really bad injuries

except abrasions, cuts, problems with breathing.
I believe two of the members, Jeff Coniglio and
James Efthimiades, I believe they went to the
hospital from the scene right away.
When I saw everybody eventually, they
all got the biggest bear hug I ever gave anybody.
But I finally heard the story that afternoon from
Bob Bacon.

I saw him.

saw Lieutenant McGlynn.

Then later in the day I
Actually I just hooked

up with him just before -- up near Stuyvesant
High School where they were reassembling us at
one point.

I just hooked up with him, didn't

even get to talk with him, when building seven,
was that what it was?
Q.

Yeah, building seven.

A.

At like 5:00.

Q.

5:00, yeah.

A.

5:00 in the afternoon.

I just ran into

him and was about to talk to him about the story,
and everybody is yelling "Run!" again.

We made

our way up away from West Street a little bit.
We were actually heading into the school anyway.
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They were trying to reassemble I think inside.
So we ran into the school.

Then I'm talking to

him.
I think the next day I saw James
Efthimiades.
Thursday.

Then I saw Jeff Coniglio on

I finally was happy I saw all the

members were alive.
I believe that -- everything is so
small details from my experience on September
11th.
Q.
to add?

Okay.

Is there anything else you want

Anything else?

A.

No.

I mentioned seeing Ladder 2.

Q.

Yes, you mentioned seeing Freddie Ill?

A.

Just by the time we got downstairs,

there was very few civilians I saw.

I guess all

the work we did on our way up keeping them
orderly -- from what I saw on the way down, very,
very few civilians were left, and they were
coming with us.

Everybody I was with felt on our

way down all the floors were clear and there was
no other civilians in the building.
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:
of the interview.

Okay.

That's the end

The time is 1420 hours,

and that concludes the interview.
you.

Thank
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MR. TAMBASCO:

My name is Mike Tambasco

assigned to the World Trade Center Task Force.
I'm conducting an interview with Assistant
Commissioner James Drury, of the Bureau of
Investigations and Trials in the Fire Department.
We are in his office located at 9 Metrotech,
4-E-18.

The time is 1632 hours and Commissioner,

I would ask you to tell us your story.
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER DRURY:

I was driving

to work that morning on Third Avenue when the
pager went off, indicating that a plane hit the
World Trade Center.

I continued on into work as

fast as I could, arriving I would estimate, just
around 9 o'clock or shortly thereafter.

I parked

in the garage and I went into the lobby planning
to take the elevator up to my office.

As I pulled

into the garage there were no cars in the garage,
which led me to believe that everybody who had
been in the building had left to go to the World
Trade Center.

My plan was merely to drop my

things off in my office and then head over there,
but there were two EMS individuals in the lobby
when I opened the door of the garage lobby and
they were literally begging me to give them a ride
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over to the World Trade Center.

They were Captain

Abdo Narmod and EMT Richard Zarillo.

My car is

not equipped with a siren, but it does have
dashboard lights, so we headed over the Brooklyn
Bridge, where we could see both towers now on
fire.

I got off the bridge and took Chambers

across.

At that point you could notice mass panic

and hysteria.

People were running everywhere

across the street.

We made the left on Broadway

and I parked the Department vehicle that I was
driving in front of Saint Pauls Chapel at Park Row
on Broadway, right in front.
The Captain and the EMT got out of the car
immediately and started running on foot to find
the EMS command post.

I then walked down Vesey

Street from Broadway until I reached the corner of
Church.
too.

I could see mass panic and hysteria there

People were evacuating the World Trade

Center, running, people running in all
directions.

I noticed police officers with First

Deputy Commissioner Joseph Dunne of the NYPD in
the intersection of Vesey and Church.

You could

see airplane parts on the ground and although I
didn't realize it at the time, I later realized
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there were body parts, both on the concourse and
on the street.
I made a left on to Church, heading down now
past 5 World Trade Center on my right, the
concourse, which is also on my right, where people
were evacuating the building trying to find the
FDNY command post.

I came upon EMS Lieutenant

Bruce Medjuck, I guess near the corner of Church
and I guess it would be Liberty.
Fulton or Dey Street.

More Church and

He informed me that the

FDNY command post was down on West Street.

They

were treating an injured person and they placed
that person on a stretcher.

I then retraced my

foot steps all the time looking up at these two
buildings on fire, back up to the corner of Church
and Vesey.
I now made a left on Vesey and walked down
the street on the 7 World Trade Center side, where
I could see more airplane debris and building
debris on the sidewalk and on the street.

I

passed underneath the foot bridge that ran, I
believe from the north tower to 7 World Trade
Center and arrived on West Street where I observed
numerous Fire Department rigs and ambulances on
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West Street.

I crossed over West Street where I

found the FDNY command center in front of the
World Financial Center or the AMEX building there
in a driveway leading me to a garage.
I saw, among others, Chief of the Department
Ganci and First Deputy Commissioner William
Feehan, who I nodded to and he nodded back to me.
I was merely trying to observe what was going on,
and at that point in time, more firefighters
arrived.

I also saw Deputy Commissioner Gribbon

in there and at some point, I saw Commissioner Von
Essen.

While he was talking to a couple of people

from the Department, I stood to the side and was
watching him speak to them and in the background I
could see Mayor Giuliani and his aides, walking
along, I guess in front of the World Financial
Center there.
At that point Commissioner Von Essen left,
and I was mainly observing.

Of course, at that

point, you could see numerous people jumping and
floating down to their demise, making a gruesome
sound when they hit.
At some point, Assistant Commissioner Tom
McDonald approached me and asked me to give him a
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hand moving north from the command post to try to
get some Fire Department rigs moved so that we
could clear a path for ambulances.
I joined him and started heading north back
towards Vesey Street and beyond.

As I was

approaching Vesey Street, I saw a cop I knew from
from the ESU unit, Officer Sullivan, and we nodded
to one another.

Then we got another Fire

Department individual to join us.

We were in the

process of getting some rigs moved when I turned,
as I heard a tremendous roar, explosion, and saw
that the first of the two towers was starting to
come down.
At that point both Commissioner McDonald and
I started running north.
I lost track of him.

He was behind me.

Then

But I started running north

as the cloud approached, winding up somewhere
farther down on West Street.

I waited a while

till some of the dust cleared.

I realized then

that my cell phone wasn't working, my pager wasn't
working and I borrowed a radio from some voluntary
hospital EMT.
When the dust started to settle, I headed
back down towards the World Trade Center and I
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guess I came close to arriving at the corner of
Vesey and West again where we started to hear the
second roar.
down.

That was the north tower now coming

I should say that people in the street and

myself included thought that the roar was so loud
that the explosive - bombs were going off inside
the building.

Obviously we were later proved

wrong.
But now the second tower started coming down
and I had to run again back up north.
cloud was approaching.
north.

Again the

I ran several blocks

I think I got up as far as that community

college or even Saint Johns University and at that
point after the dust cleared, I decided I had
enough, I wasn't going to go back all the way
down, although I did start heading south again,
where I came upon Commissioner McDonald lying in
the street with, I believe his right leg
bandaged.

I went over to him and told him it was

great to see him and glad he was all right and he
told me that while running, he had torn or injured
his calf muscle in his leg.

I believe he was

assisted over to a FDNY van, and placed in there.
I then saw Deputy Commissioner Fitzpatrick
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and I inquired as to whether or not he knew
whether everybody was okay and it was there for
the first time that I found out that both Chief
Ganci and First Deputy Commissioner William Feehan
were missing.

I then saw, like a ghost appearing

out of a haze, Commissioner Steven Gregory,
covered with soot and dirt and a little dazed.

I

tried to get him to sit down, but he just wanted
to continue on.
I then hooked up with him and we headed over
towards where I had parked my car because that's
where we heard the FDNY was now setting up a new
command center, over at Park Row and Broadway.

We

stopped at a McDonald's that we found open so that
Commissioner Gregory could call his wife.

The

owner of the McDonald's was very accommodating.
He gave us water.

There were other firefighters

and cops that came in there.

We got some water

and Commissioner Gregory was able to clean off his
face.

He called his wife and then we continued on

over to Park Row and Broadway.
Now it had been a beautiful sunny day, but as
we headed down Broadway in the Park Row area, day
literally turned into night.

This heavy dark
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acrid smoke was covering the entire area.

The

Fire Department was trying to muster their
companies and men to see how they could attack the
fire and start a rescue operation.

I lingered

there at the command center post for a little
while.

Then because the smoke was choking, I

didn't have a mask or anything, I went over to my
car, which was covered with soot, dust and paper
and firefighters had put a couple of pairs of
shoes and a couple of tools on it.

I got the dust

off as best as I could and I got the tools off of
it.

I got into the car and was able to drive it

out of there.

Driving down Broadway, cutting over

back streets, turning around back up to Park Row
and the Brooklyn Bridge.
I then proceeded over the Brooklyn Bridge
very slowly, because the car was still covered
with dust, dirt and debris.

There were hundreds

of people walking over the Brooklyn Bridge.

At

that point in time I was the only car on it.

I

made it back to headquarters, parked my car, went
upstairs and reported up to the 8th floor, where I
learned for the first time that Commissioner
Feehan and Chief of Department Ganci had been
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found dead at the site.
I then teamed up with some of the eighth
floor aides and wound up driving with them up to
the new OEM command post up at the Police
Academy.

There we tried to follow the events that

were going on and watched on TV the press
conference the Mayor and the Commissioner gave.
From there I left and went back down to
Ground Zero with a couple of Fire Department
aides, where again I saw Commissioner Von Essen.
I ran into Chief Nigro, who I saw at a field
communications unit there and I went over to chat
with him.

As I remember he was quite upset, quite

distraught, but in a quiet way.
lingered there.

I must have

There were hundreds of

firefighters waiting to -- they were waiting for 7
World Trade Center to come down as it was on
fire.

It was too dangerous to go in and fight the

fire.

I lingered there for quite a while, but the

smell and the smoke was finally too much and I
decided I wasn't doing any good there.
So I decided I was going to try to get back
to headquarters, but I wasn't able to get a ride.
So I walked and I walked all the way over to the
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City Hall Park, Pace College area, to the Brooklyn
Bridge entrance where there was some guy in an
FDNY van sitting there, who I asked for a ride.
He agreed to drive me back over the Brooklyn
Bridge to headquarters, which I appreciated very
much.
The memories I have of the day are after the
first collapse, running down that street just feet
ahead of that cloud.

And the amount of EMS and

fire personnel and civilians put out on the
streets, and walking literally for hours, both
after the first collapse and then after the second
collapse.

I guess I didn't get back to

headquarters for the first time until,
guesstimating, maybe two or three in the
afternoon.

I just remember the panic in the

street, people didn't know what to do.

I heard

that EMS was setting up a triage center at Pier 92
I think it was.

I remember running into other

EMTs on the street, seeing dozens of firefighters
arriving and then basically that was it.

I spent

the rest of the day in headquarters trying to help
out in any way I could.

I guess I didn't leave

headquarters that night until 12 or one in the
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morning.
That's basically what my memories are of the
day.

The sight of the jumpers was horrible and

the turning around and seeing that first tower
come down was unbelieveable.

The sound it made.

As I said I thought the terrorists planted
explosives somewhere in the building.

That's how

loud it was, crackling explosive, a wall.
about it.
Q.

That's

Any questions?

Any other feelings or thoughts that you might

want to have included in this?
A.

No, it was just unbelieveable.

Seeing how

close Commissioner Von Essen and the Mayor were to that
location was also quite startling.
MR. TAMBASCO:

Commissioner, I thank you for

your interview and input.
at 1650 hours.

That's about it.

This will conclude now
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Today is January

The time is 1150 hours.

This

is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the
Safety Battalion of the New York City Fire
Department.

I'm conducting an interview

with the following individual.
Please state your name.
FIREFIGHTER DUFFY:
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:

James Duffy.

Firefighter third of

Ladder 24 of the New York City Fire
Department.

We're in the quarters of Ladder

24, and this interview is regarding the
events of September 11th, 2001.
Q.

Jimmy, if you would just in your own

words say what happened that day.
A.

We were in quarters when the first

plane hit.

People came out to the firehouse and

told us that a plane had crashed into the twin
towers.

So we turned the news on.
The engine went down on the third

alarm.

We were still in quarters.

After the

engine went down, Captain Brethel and Father
Mike -- Father Mike came across the street, got
into his car, and Captain Brethel drove Father
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Mychal Judge down to the Trade Center.
About five minutes later we saw on TV
from quarters the second plane hit.

As soon as

the second plane hit, we went on the second fifth
alarm.
Before this happened we put extra
Scotts into the rig.

We had a few of the depots.

We put all the Scott cylinders from the depot on
the truck.

We wound up going down West Street.

There was traffic on West Street, so we went on
the northbound side going south on West Street.
We got down there.

We parked on West

Street about two blocks north of the towers.
Q.

Just a second.
(Interruption.)

Q.

Okay.

Go ahead.

A.

We parked on West Street about two

blocks north of the towers.

We pulled up.

As we

were pulling up, 35 truck was pulling up also.
They were getting off the rig at the same time we
were getting off our rig.
We tried to walk to the command post,
which was across the street on the west side of
West Street, directly across from the towers.

We
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We report there.

We saw

different companies, my old company, 204.
101 Truck.

I saw Stackpole there.

I saw

He was at the

command post that day.
I just saw jumpers.

I saw about 20 to

30 people jumping out from the upper floors and
hitting rigs and the pavement and the ground and
apparatuses, and the glass atrium of the Marriott
they were hitting.

I guess about five or six

jumpers jumped at a time.
The chiefs were yelling to get more
truck companies.
companies in.

So we sent our fire truck

We were one of the truck companies

to go in.
Q.

Where'd you go in?

A.

We were told to report to the south

tower, but the only way to get to the south
tower -- you couldn't walk down Liberty Street to
get into the main entrance because of the jumpers
and the falling debris, so we had to go in
through the corner entrance of the Marriott,
which is on West and Liberty.

We went in there.

Lieutenant McLaughlin was the officer.
He looked up and he was keeping an eye out for
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debris, because we had all our equipment plus an
extra cylinder.

So he kept an eye out and he

said, "When I tell you guys to run, just run."
He was looking up, and we ran right into the
lobby.
We got into the lobby, and there was
still a lot of Marriott employees still there.
They were getting huge things of water.
that.

We drank

We were just waiting our turn to go into

the south tower and report to the command post.
We were waiting around.
over there right next to us.
lobby also.

122 Truck was

22 Truck was in the

Then we were just waiting to go into

the south tower.

As we were waiting, we looked

up and all I saw was -- I heard this huge noise,
and I saw hundreds and hundreds of people running
towards us.

They were running out of the south

tower to the Marriott, to the lobby.
We just turned.
also.

We started to like run

We got about ten feet before getting blown

across the lobby.

We got blown across the lobby,

just got covered with debris.

Apparently after

we determined we were still alive, we got up and
couldn't see anything at all with the dust and
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everything.
One of the guys in the company, Tyrone
Johnson, I saw him right next to me.
stayed together.
get out.
or not.

So we

We were trying to get a way to

We didn't know if we were buried alive
We thought we were.
We wound up finding -- a metal rolldown

gate came down where we came in, I think where we
came in.

We wound up pushing that up, and then

we wound up signaling -- I had a flashlight.
was signaling to people come this way.

I

I know

there were quite a few Marriott employees still
in the lobby, so we were trying to get all of the
employees plus the firemen.
I remember hearing a mayday for Ladder
4.

The officer was giving a mayday.

He was

knocked unconscious, and he didn't know where he
was.
After we wound up getting out, we had
to climb around this rubble.

We were sliding

down twisted metal beams and climbing up and just
getting through all this debris and trying to
help the Marriott employees as they were coming
out also with us.

That took a little bit of
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I got separated from Tyrone.
Once we got to solid ground, I wound up

hooking up with another guy from my company,
Frank Ocello.

When we got on solid ground

outside, the second tower came down on us.
Q.

Where were you when the second tower

came down?
A.

We were out on solid ground, like right

around the area.
just ran.

But when the second tower -- we

We wound up running down towards

Battery Park City down by the water.

We just ran

west, and we wound up down by the water, down by
that marina down there.
My mask was blown off me, so we wound
up -- there must have been about 50 firemen and
probably about 20 cops down there by the water.
We all ran into this restaurant.

There was a

huge cloud coming down to the water.
going into this restaurant.
down there.

We wound up

There were civilians

I remember there were people with

baby carriages and stuff like that.

We went into

the restaurant until the cloud cleared.
We also asked for a roll call, and they
said there was a gas leak at Stuyvesant High
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School, so they were closing that area off so we
really couldn't get back to the rig.

I guess we

were on the south side of the towers.

So we had

to go to the north side to get back to the rig.
So we just did a roll call over the
radio, and we just wound up staying, helping.

We

wound up staying for many hours helping stretch
line off the fire boats to the rigs to help put
the fires out.

That's what we did.

I guess all the other members -- four
other members went to the hospital.

Me and Frank

helped out and we wound up going back to the
fire.
That's basically it.
Q.

You don't want to add anything else?

A.

No.

Q.

Do you know, the four other companies

That's it.

that you were in the lobby with, did they all get
out?
A.

No, no, 4 and 22 Truck got out that was

Frank...no, no.
Q.

Jerry Riley?

A.

Jerry Riley.

And 122 got out all right

because I stopped by that night.

I stopped by to
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see these guys 'cause they were right next to us.
So they got out.

I think 25 Truck was with those

guys, and they didn't get out.
Q.

Yeah.

A.

They were supposed to report to Chief

Barbara
Q.

in the south tower.
You said a lot of people were running

out of the south tower.

Any civilians?

A.

Yeah, oh, yeah.

Q.

Any firemen or all civilians?

A.

I just remember people.

hard to say at this point.

It's really

I know there were

civilians.

I thought I remember mostly

civilians.

There could have been some firemen.

I don't know.
Q.

When either tower came down, did you

have any advanced warning?
A.

Oh, no.

we were inside.

I didn't know what it was when

I didn't know the building had

collapsed, actually.

I thought it was a bomb.

thought a bomb had gone off.

I

That's why I really

didn't know until after.
Q.

Afterwards?

A.

Yeah, that that's when it came down.

I
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wasn't expecting that.
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I thought it was a bomb

or something that went off.
Q.

Glad you made it.

A.

Yeah.

Q.

Thanks for the interview.

Again, what

we're going to do is we're going to try and put
everything together and figure out as best we can
what happened.
A.

Yeah.
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:

It's 12:00, and

that's the end of this interview.
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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS:
December 14, 2001.

Today's date is

The time is 1:24 p.m.

I'm Battalion Chief Robert Burns, New York
City Fire Department, conducting an interview
with -FIREFIGHTER DUGGAN:

Firefighter 4th Grade

Kevin Duggan, assigned to Engine 1, was on
rotation with Engine 210 on September 11.
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS:

And this interview is

in regard to the events of September 11, 2001.
Q.

If you would, Kevin, just tell us in your own

words what happened on that day.
A.

I came in that morning for a day tour.

checked the rig.

I

We were sitting in the kitchen having

breakfast, and we heard over the voice alarm Brooklyn
announcing the second alarm at the World Trade Center,
and at that point, we turned on the TV to see what was
going on.
We saw a lot of smoke coming out of the World
Trade Center, and then tone alarms went off, and we
were sent -- 210 was sent to World Trade Center.

We

were in the quarters of 211 and 119 at that time,
because 210's quarters were being redone.
So we were over near towards in Williamsburg
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basically.

We responded, and I never saw the ticket,

so I wasn't sure if we were responding to the incident
or if we were responding -- if we were getting
relocated, and so we headed -- I figured we would take
the Brooklyn Bridge, and we headed in that direction,
but apparently had been dispatched to the Brooklyn
Battery Tunnel, and so we went past the bridge.
were taking Park Avenue right under the BQE.

We

So we

went around and passed the bridge and were heading
towards the tunnel when the fellow sitting on the other
side of the rig saw the south tower explode.

He saw an

explosion.
He told us the building just exploded.

We

looked over and we saw the south tower, a lot of orange
and a lot of smoke.
Battery Tunnel.

So we continued towards the

There was a lot of traffic.

Took us

awhile to get there.
We got to the tunnel.
was 105 or 132.

We saw -- I think it

They were right ahead of us, and we

came in together with them.

The tunnel was backed up.

There was a car with a flat tire, so we were delayed.
Actually, the captain of 210 gave a report that 210
would be delayed due to traffic.
We came through the tunnel finally, and we
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stopped because we got out of the tunnel right at West
Street just when you come out of the tunnel, and we had
a detail from 219 with us that day, and he wanted some
water.

So he hopped out of the rig and went to get

water, which was in one of the back compartments.
We actually thought that's why we were
hopping off the rig.

I thought we were hopping off the

rig, but the captain waved us get back on, but the
detail grabbed the water jug so we could have some
water, and as we were there, 279 went past us while we
stopped and put the water jug on the rig.
Then we pulled up, went up a little further
along West Street, past the first pedestrian bridge, so
that's Liberty Street, went past Liberty Street, and
somewhere between the Liberty Street and 2 World
Financial Center, we stopped and hopped out of the
rig.
The command post was in front of a parking
garage at 2 World Financial Center.

So we got off the

rig, grabbed our roll-ups and our spare cylinder, and
we reported to command post.

As we were heading that

way, I saw Joe Falco from Engine 1 working with the
chauffeur from 65 engine hooking up to a hydrant, and I
didn't say hello to him.

I just walked past him.
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We reported to the command post where Chief
Ganci and Feehan were, and the captain reported in, and
they told us to stand fast.

This was right in the

mouth of the parking garage.

So we were standing

there.

They put the engines on one side, on the north

side of the ramp, and the trucks were on the south
side.
When I was standing there, I saw 24 truck was
there, and so I said hello to the guys from 24 truck.
I asked them were they sent on the third alarm.

They

said they were sent on the fifth, and one of the guys
told me to be careful in there, and I said I will, and
at that point, people started jumping.

So there was a

lot of debris had already been falling.
At this point, there were jumpers, so when
the people started jumping, they tried to move us back
into the garage so that nothing would hit us on the
head, even though we were far enough away on the west
side of West Street.

They still said all right, just

move back inside so nothing -- when you're standing
there no one -- we don't want anyone getting hurt.
So in the tunnel there, we were just in the
mouth of it.

We were there.

It was 210.

202, 34 engine, 91 engine, 44 engine.

I saw 211,

I saw Joe
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Angelini from Rescue 1.

He was wearing a different

helmet, and in my mind I was just, like, when did Joe
transfer to Rescue 1, not realizing that he was just
grabbed a helmet from somewhere else and just wearing
that.
So we were just watching people.
jumping.

People were

The fire was -- a tremendous volume of fire.

Our captain said he didn't think we'd be able to put
out the fire because of the volume of fire versus the
volume of water.

He said the sprinklers were going to

be out, the standpipes were going to be out.

So we

were there.
They told us there was a captain -- I think
he was a captain -- who was a liaison between the
command post and where we were, and he told us gear
down, take off your bunker coats.
while before you go to work.
there.
down.

It might be a little

So we were standing

I took off my mask and jacket and put it all
Again, just inside the mouth of the garage.

They wanted everyone inside the garage.
At that point, I saw Captain Brethel from 24
truck, who was just a little to the north of the
command post.

The driveway ramps down.

He would have

been -- he was above where the driveway ramps down.

He
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was on the street level.

He was calling all the

off-duty members together so he was trying to -- I
found out later that he was off duty.

He had driven

Father Mike down.
So he was calling the off-duty members
together so I guess he was trying to get a company of
guys together, and that was just to the north of that
driveway where the rest of the command post was, where
the other chiefs were.

So we were standing fast.

I saw a couple of guys that I knew, said
hello.

We weren't sure what we were going to be told

to do.

Just at that point we still -- not realizing

what could we do and what were we going to do, but I
did expect we were going to be sent in at some point,
and so we geared down.
My captain actually was standing -- he had
taken his bunker pants down to his knees, and we were
standing there, and then we just heard this real loud
roar.

We looked up and we could see the south tower.

Looked like the middle of it was just exploding out,
and at that point, one of the officers just said,
"Run," and we were just turned and started running
into the garage, so I just turned and ran in.
I was just -- I didn't think it was a great
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move to be running into the building like that, but
there was nowhere else to go, and I was just thinking,
like, holy shit, we're going to be buried in here,
thinking the tower would probably fall over towards
us.
I remember thinking I left my -- I had taken
off my mask, and when we started to run, I left my mask
down.

I don't even have my mask, but we just got real

lucky and went right to the back of the tunnel or the
parking garage and opened up a few doors.
There was nothing, nowhere to go.

We opened

up one door, and there was a stairwell, so we all just
piled into the stairwell and -- so it was basically all
the engine companies that had been standing there made
it into this tunnel, made it into this stairwell.
Then once we got into this stairwell, we
weren't sure -- we wanted to get out of the stairwell,
and there was a door to go upstairs was locked, and
they were trying to find a maintenance man.

We were

looking for some tools, looking to see if we could pop
the lock, but at that point one of the guys just pushed
the back door.
There was a back door, and he opened it up
and just showed us what was out there.

It was pitch
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black, so we closed the door.
exit.

It was the emergency

So we just waited there for -- the radio was

complete silence, couldn't hear anything.

There was

nothing coming over the radio.
We were waiting there.

We didn't know what

to do, but we figured just wait a few minutes.

They

opened up the door again maybe five minutes later, and
it wasn't as dark, but it was still pretty bad, so then
at that point there were a few captains who had gotten
together, and they said, "All right.
a little more.

If it lightens up

Then we'll just get out of here."

So the third time they opened the door, it
looked like it was snowing out, and they said, "All
right, let's go."

So we just went straight out towards

the water, because that's where we ended up being.

We

were in the -- we found out afterwards we were in the 2
World Financial Center and through the parking garage.
That leads you right out towards the marina
there, the harbor.

We got out and everyone just kind

of went on their own.

Some guys went south.

went straight to the water.

Some guys

Some guys went north.

I looped around towards the north, and
because it seemed -- I guess it just looked like it was
whiter up that way, and went north.

Then the next
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thing was, was trying to find the rest of the members.
I saw the guys from 34 engine, but not 210.

Then I

found one guy from 210, who was the detail, and then I
found the captain of 210, and then the nozzle man of
210.

I had back up that day.
So we had everybody, except the chauffeur,

but the chauffeur wasn't in the tunnel, because he had
been by the rig.

He was hooking up.

So we weren't

sure what happened to the chauffeur at that point, and
my captain -- because he had pulled down his bunker
pants got knocked down when we started running
originally, and he was a little bit disoriented, and he
had gotten hit with the dust cloud more heavily than
the rest of us, so his mouth was all dry and
everything.
We were trying to get him some water.

He was

very concerned about calling his wife, because his
wife -- he had been talking to his wife right before we
got dispatched.

So he was looking for a pay phone and

basically just walked around.
As we were heading north, we were looking for
some water, trying to get -- we had our crew, and there
was a pay phone there, so the captain called his wife,
let her know he was all right.

Then one of the other
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guys wanted to call his girlfriend because she worked
-- she was a court officer, and he wanted to make sure
she was all right, and so he made that, and actually he
called his parents, and at that point we were
together.

We were trying to decide what to do next.
My captain didn't want us to head back

towards the north tower, because he said that it was a
terrorist attack, and we couldn't be sure what was
going to happen next, and we still hadn't -- we were
still very -- we had gone around, around the -- we were
probably up getting near Vesey Street maybe at this
point.

No, we probably hadn't reached Vesey Street.

Somewhere right around there.

We were still right by

maybe 4 World Financial Center, because we were in the
grassy area there, and then the north tower, we heard
the rattling, and we saw the north tower collapse.
The dust cloud came at us again.

So we just

headed north and again we got separated a little bit,
and we just kept -- we just headed north as the dust
cloud came towards us, so we headed north to stay out
of it as much as we could.

We still got hit with it,

but by heading north we were getting away from it
rather than -- the wind was blowing south, so once that
had passed, we realized it was just, again, it was like
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the snow was falling, so we headed north to try to
regroup, got up past Stuyvesant High School, ran into
Chief Collins from the 31 battalion, which was our
battalion, and he was a little disoriented, as well.
So there was a guy with some oxygen, so we
gave him some oxygen.

We walked north out towards the

street and out towards West Street there.

At that

point, we were looking for -- just regrouping, and at
that point, there was a battalion chief from the safety
battalion, who was disoriented.
He broke an ankle and looked like he was in
shock, and so he was just kind of wandering.

We got --

he was right next to an engine company, so we pulled a
board off the engine company, and there was a woman
there who -- of course I asked if she was a nurse.

It

turns out she was a doctor, but she helped us.
We put him on a board, and there were a
couple of ambulances there, and put him on the board.
He was giving my captain the information for his -wanted someone to call his wife, and he was concerned
about -- there were guys from the safety battalion in
the building, and I think he might have given the name
of one of the firefighters who he was with, and yeah,
he was pretty much in a state of shock.
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So he was put on the board, put him in the
ambulance, and my captain who had been knocked down and
disoriented himself said he was going to the hospital
with the chief.

He said I could come along, but I said

no, I want to stay, because Chief Collins from the 31
battalion was -- I thought he was a little disoriented,
and I wanted to stay with him, and so I stayed with
him, and he didn't want to go to the hospital in the
ambulance.
At that point, we met up -- I met up with the
other guys from 210, but not the chauffeur, still the
nozzle man and the detail from 219, and then we were
pretty much by ourselves at that point.
211.

So then we saw

Since we were in the same quarters with 211, we

knew all the guys and their captain, Captain Clark, so
we kind of fell in with them, and that was our crew for
the rest of the day.
210 went in with 211, and so at that point
there was a report of a gas leak.

They told to us move

north again, so we went north again, and we realized
everything was all right to go back, so we went back
then.

We reported in to the command post they had set

up on West Street.
collapsed.

This is after both towers had
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We were told -- we were in Group 7, and we'd
be put to work in a little white.

So we were just all

in the staging area right by Stuyvesant High School, so
we could go in and use the bathroom, whatever.

We were

there for an hour or so.
Then at that point, since both 210 and 211,
we had everybody except the chauffeurs, who we hadn't
accounted for, the captain of 211 wanted to go find his
chauffeur, but they had parked on the east side, so we
went over by on the Church Street side.

So that's how

we headed back that way to go to find 211's rig and see
if their chauffeur was all right.
We were able to finally -- took us a while to
walk over, get down that way, and we found 211's rig
and the 211 recall guys.

They said that their

chauffeur was injured, but he was all right.

He ended

up with a broken arm, and he was in a bit of shock, but
he would be all right.
So then we were working with the 211 guys,
and the recall, and the nozzle man from 210.
still concerned about the chauffeur from 210.

I was
I

thought I heard his voice on the radio at one point
that he was working with somebody pumping water, and so
I was pretty sure he was alive, but we wanted to verify
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that.
So we walked back towards where 210's rig
was.

So we went back north again, went all the way

back maybe up to Murray Street, came back around, and
then came back down West Street.

We actually ran into

the 210 guys from the 210 recall and found the 210
chauffeur, and it was good that we found him, because
he thought that we were gone, and we thought -- I
thought he was still alive, because I thought I heard
his voice on the radio, but he didn't think we were
alive.

He thought we had gone in.
So once we found him, and then we were able

to -- everyone was all right.

We realized that

everyone from 210 was all right, and that's when we
started getting reports of how many other companies
were missing.

207 was missing.

226 was missing, in

the 31 battalion, and I heard -- I had run into guys, a
couple of guys from 1 engine, who had been in the north
tower, and then I got a report afterwards that
Lieutenant Desperito from one engine didn't make it,
and I heard Father Mike hadn't made it, and I heard
Captain Brethel, who I had seen that day, he didn't
make it.
The next day I found out about Mike Weinberg
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who was off duty, that he didn't make it, and Steve
Belson as well, and Orio Palmer, the chief of the 7th
battalion, but it was really -- after the collapses, we
never operated.
We were standing fast, and we helped out some
company hook up to a standpipe somewhere.

119 was

throwing some water on it, but when we went back, they
already had some machinery in there.

It was just

weird.
So then we just spent -- after I made it with
210, we just spent the rest of the time looking to see
who else we could find, and digging or anything, and
that was it.

But then sometime that night, I guess

around midnight, we started heading back to Brooklyn.
And that's about it.
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS:

Okay, Kevin, thanks.

That's the conclusion of the interview.
p.m.
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Today is January

The time is 1225 hours.

This

is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the
Safety Battalion of the New York City Fire
Department.

I'm conducting an interview

with the following individual.
Please state your name.
FIREFIGHTER DUNNE:
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:

Craig Dunne.

Craig Dunne is a

Firefighter six grade, assigned to Engine 1
of the New York City Fire Department.
at the quarters of Engine 1.

We're

This interview

is regarding the events of September 11th,
2001.
Q.

In your own words, Craig, please tell

us what happened that day.
A.

We got the ticket about 9 a.m.

over at the Garden on an EMS run.
box come in.

We were

We heard the

We heard the first couple units

down there on the scene.

They were screaming

that a plane went into a building and had
numerous fire showing on numerous floors,
numerous exposures.
We took up from that run and came back
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to the firehouse.
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We got the ticket around 9:00.

We knew pretty much that we were going to be
heading down there.

So we got our stuff down.

We were pretty much on the rig.

We just pulled

up to the quarters when we got the ticket.
We headed down and we took the West
Side Highway.

I had the door position that day,

so my back was facing the chauffeur.

So I really

didn't get to see much on the way going down to
the towers.
We got there and parked the rig in
front of the customs building just by the first
pedestrian walk just north of tower one.
Q.

On West Street?

A.

On West Street, yeah.

We were on the

eastbound lane of West Street, eastbound side.
There were a couple of parked cars.
Desperito was with us.

Lieutenant

He told us grab an extra

rollup, extra bottles and take our regular rollup
and an extra rollup.

He just said stay together.

We proceeded to go into the lobby of
tower one.

We got in there.

in the front.

The glass was down

There was a gentleman -- you saw

people that were jumping from the building.

You
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had to look up and make sure you didn't get hit
by any jumpers or anything.

We saw a couple of

people that were burnt on the outside of the
building.

There was a gentleman that was burnt

inside when we went in.
We went over and got into the lobby and
went over to where the fire command center was,
the board.
wall.
there.

The fire command board was on the

There were a couple of gentlemen behind
There were a few chiefs in there.

I

don't remember who exactly was in there.
When we got to the command post,
whoever was the incident command that day, they
teamed us up with 15 Engine and they told us to
head towards the 70th floor.
Engine 1 and 15, we started proceeding
up the B stairwell, passing other people coming
down; no firemen, just a lot of people.

There

was no smoke condition or anything like that
going up.
We stopped at 12.

Actually there was

emergency service that was with us also.
sure what truck it was.

I'm not

There were actually two

emergency services trucks, four guys, and some
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Port Authority police also.
We stopped at 12 and took a little
break, let some of the people come down.
was maybe a minute or two.

That

Then we proceeded to

22, where the Port Authority command post was, I
believe was.

That's where we were heading.

I

think we had -- the gentleman that was in charge
of the Port Authority police was with us.
So we stopped at 22.

Lieutenant

Desperito and I believe one other member of
Engine 1 tried to make their way down the hallway
on the 22nd floor off the B stairwell to the
command post.
minutes.

We were there three or four

The elevator shafts were blown out, so

they had to make their way around -- the fire
came down the elevator shafts.
We were waiting, taking a breather.
People were still coming down.

All of a sudden

we lost power in the building, and it felt like
somebody was shaking the building.

We didn't

know what was going on, whether our building was
coming down or something was shifting.
We all piled into the stairwell again.
We were waiting for the boss to come to see what
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We weren't sure if we were

going up or going down.

Other guys weren't sure

what was going on.
We really didn't hear much on our
radios.

One of the Port Authority police, I

believe they said they heard a possible collapse,
possible terrorist activity.
We proceeded to make our way down the
same B stairwell that we came up on.

It had to

have taken us about 15 minutes to get downstairs.
There were no civilians until between the seventh
and fifth floors.

We didn't say the building was

going to come down, because we didn't know.

We

were trying to push them out.
Q.

Do you know who gave you the order to

go out of the building?
A.

Lieutenant Desperito.

Q.

So you got the word from the command

center?
A.

I believe it was the Port Authority cop

heard of a possible collapse.

We got to like the

third or fourth floor, and you could see a lot of
like white powdery dust was coming into the
stairwell.

When we hit the lobby, there were
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guys covered from head to toe in the white
powder.

I had no clue what was going on.
I got outside.

We actually went out of

the same door that we went in through the front
lobby.

I came out, and I was helping a gentleman

out to the street.

There was a couple of

emergency services officers, and they grabbed us.
They're like, "Get out of the way!
the way!"

Get out of

We were like "What's going on?"

pointed to the left.

He

Then the whole building was

gone.
I didn't know the building came down
until we got outside.
building got hit.

I didn't even notice that

That must have gotten hit by

the second aircraft on our way down responding to
the box.

None of us had any knowledge of that.
We made our way -- I think I was on the

corner -- I headed north on West Street to the
corner of Vesey and West, and we had everybody
with us.

I was actually going down the stairs

with one of the other guys that was with us, Paul
Bessler, that day.
together.
bit:

We wound up coming down

The other guys were behind us a little

Kurt Long, Mike Yarembinsky and Lieutenant
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Kurt was actually behind me.

Lieutenant Desperito was with Mike
Yarembinsky, and Mike was kind of waiting.
said, "Go ahead."

He

He told us to meet outside,

make sure everybody was together to meet outside
and wait on the corner of Vesey and West.
I believe we were there maybe two
minutes, two and a half minutes.

We heard the

rumble, looked up, and the antenna started
leaning and the whole building started pancaking
towards us, coming down.
I had my mask on my back.
guys didn't have it.

A lot of

I ran like 10 or 15 feet.

I stopped and I put my face piece on, so I didn't
breathe all that stuff in.
West Street.

I was just running up

It was a dark cloud getting darker

and darker and darker.

I wound up coming out

somewhere down by Murray or Park Place or
something like that.

Then I went back.

That's it.
Q.

Do you know what happened to Lieutenant

Desperito?
A.

He was outside the building,

supposedly.

I don't know the whole story.

He
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was outside the building, and I believe he got
hit in the head with a piece of I beam, possibly.
He got hit.

He was outside the building.

Q.

He made it out?

A.

He made it out.

building.

He made it out of the

He was almost there.

Two of the

firemen, I think one -- he's a lieutenant now.
He said him and another fireman -- because he had
his helmet on.

They saw the Engine 1 headpiece.

His helmet shield was still next to him or next
to his helmet.

He recognized that on the radio

it said Engine 1.

So they got him right away,

they said.
I wound up going to the hospital that
day.

I had a pulled a groin muscle and my lower

back and stuff like that.
Q.

Anything else?

A.

Like I said, we didn't even know the

second building got hit.

We really didn't see --

there was tons of people in the lobby.

But

really everything was going so fast, you really
couldn't pinpoint.

Even if I had noticed like

people said they saw me in the lobby and it's
like I remember talking to you, it's like it's --
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Q.

Like a (inaudible)?

A.

Exactly, yeah.

Everything is just kind

of like fog.
Q.

Okay.

All right.

Thanks a lot, Craig.

We appreciate you assisting us.

Hopefully we get

something out of this.
A.

Yeah, absolutely.
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:

The time is 12:45,

and that's the end of this interview.
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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS:
December, 2001.

Today is the 7th of

The time is 4:06 p.m.

I am Battalion

Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion, New York City
Fire Department.

I am conducting an interview with --

FIREFIGHTER ELLIS:

Firefighter Ellis, Engine

239, Firefighter First Grade.
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS:

This is in regard to

the events that occurred on September 11th, 2001.
Q.

Steve, if you could, just tell us in your own

words what you saw on that day.
A.

Well, we responded through the Brooklyn

Battery Tunnel.

We drove up West Street.

search of a hydrant.

I was in

We proceeded past both towers

going north on West Street, and I finally came across a
hydrant at the corner of West and Barclay.
I tested the hydrant.
water.

We hooked up.

We had

Soon thereafter I found out that Engine 24,

which was located on Vesey Street and West Street,
needed to be augmented.

So myself, Firefighter Brown,

Firefighter Martin and Firefighter Wheeler had
stretched three-inch line from my rig down West Street
from Barclay to Vesey and hooked into Engine 24's rig,
and I had then gone back to my rig and started water
and augmented them.
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Other than that, I was not in any of the
towers.

I was there when the towers did collapse and

me and the rest of the members had gotten caught in the
huge dust cloud.
the chauffeur.

That's about all I can tell you as

The other members were, I understand,

going towards Tower 1 at the time, after they had
helped me stretch the three-inch hose to 24's engine.
That's about all I can say.
Q.

So from the position you were in, did you see

the tower go down?
A.

Yes.

I saw the second tower, not the first

tower, the second tower go down.
Q.

Did you see any units, where they were, or

any units that were involved in the collapse or the
identity of any people that you saw?
A.

No.

All I saw was 24's rig when I was

supplying them and going back to my rig.

In the

immediate vicinity of the tower, I didn't see any other
rigs.

Back by where I was parked on Barclay, I saw

Engine 235's rig.

But in the immediate vicinity of the

towers, I didn't see anybody else's rig that I can
remember besides 24.

I was concentrating on supplying

them.
BATTALION CHIEF BURNS:

Okay.

Great.

That
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concludes the interview.
p.m.

Thanks, Steve.

It's 4:10

F i l e No.

WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW
RICHARD ERDEY
Interview Date:

October 10, 2001

T r a n s c r i b e d b y Nancy F r a n c i s

9110025

R. ERDEY

LIEUTENANT FEILER:
loth, 2001.

Today's date is October

The time now is 0835 hours.

This is

Lieutenant Monty Feiler of the Fire Department of the
City of New York, Investigations and Trials.

I'm

conducting an interview with the following individual:
Q.

Please state your name, rank and command.

A.

Richard L. Erdey, EMTD, Shield No. 1569.

Q.

Of the New York City Fire Department,

Battalion 52, regarding the events of September llth,
2001.

Also present is:
MS. QUEVEDO:

Investigator Fabiola Quevedo of

the Bureau of Investigations and Trials.
Q.

What I need you to do, sir, is just give me a

scenario of how you first became involved in the events
of September llth, where you were and how you
responded.
A.

I was standing there at the battalion and

they were calling a series of people to the job.
night tour was about to get off.

The

They called 52 Boy.

So I said, if Soraya don't come here in one minute, you
guys are going out today, and this was only when the
first tower was hit.

I said you'll spend at least 24

hours there easy, so that's a few hundred dollars, no
problem.
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So S o l a n o p u l l e d u p .
C e n t e r was h i t by a p l a n e .
everything r e a l quick,

I s a i d t h e World T r a d e

She jumped i n ,

got

jumped i n t h e v e h i c l e a n d we

went.
Q.

Did you p a r t n e r w i t h S o l a n o ?

A.

No,

Q.

And t h e two p e o p l e t h a t you r e l i e v e d ,

no.
do you

know t h e i r names?
A.

Rebecca B i r d a n d J i m Horan.

Q.

Did t h e y r e s p o n d ,

A.

No.

Q.

You were d r i v i n g o r t e c h i n g ?

A.

Teching.

Q.

How d i d you g e t t h e r e ?

A.

By ambulance No.

Q.

What r o u t e d i d you t a k e ?

a s f a r a s you know?

377.

A.

Q.

About what t i m e was t h i s ?

A.

8:59.

Q.

So t h e f i r s t p l a n e h a d j u s t h i t ?

A.

Yes.

Q.

When you were o r i g i n a l l y a s s i g n e d t o t h e

c a l l , was t h i s on

--

which f r e q u e n c y was i t ?
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A.

Queens 2.

Q.

That's east?

A.

Queens east.

Q.

Did they give you any direction?

A.

No.

Q.

They just told you to go down to the World

Trade Center?

A.

That ' s right.

Q.

You don't recall what route you took?

A.

No, I don't.

Q.

When you were entering Manhattan, did you see

the skyline?

A.

Yes.

Q.

What did you see?

A.

We saw the Twin Towers.

I couldn't tell both

towers were hit because the way the wind was blowing.
But as we got closer, I saw both towers were hit and I
said this is definitely no accident.

But I didn't know

another plane hit the other tower.
Q.

You saw both buildings were still standing at

that time?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you remember, were you still in Queens or

in Manhattan when you saw that?
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A.

No.

Q.

Then what happened?

A.

We continued to drive down there.

a New York Presbyterian bus in front of us.

There was
As we were

going down there, he came out a few times because it
was stop-and-go traffic because the other two lanes
were blocked with civilian cars.
the best route to go to.

So we were discussing

I memorized his number, this

way I'd know who he was.
Q.

Which was that?

A.

Right now I don't have it in my head.

I

tried to sweep most of the stuff away.
Q.

Okay.

A.

We rode down there.

Then I had the idea,

because I see cars were trying to jump in between us,
so I got on the PA and I told people stay in your lane,
this is for emergency vehicles only, because nobody
else seemed to be doing that.

Everybody was headed

towards one focus.
Q.

Were you on a highway at that point?

A.

We definitely were on a highway.

Q.

You were still on the Queens frequency?

A.

No.

I think it changed to Citywide.

I don't

know when they told us to change to Manhattan south,
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b u t we were on C i t y w i d e .
Q.

How l o n g do you t h i n k i t t o o k you t o g e t down

t o t h e World T r a d e C e n t e r ?
A.

No c o n c e p t o f t i m e .

Q.

When you a r r i v e d down a t t h e g e n e r a l

v i c i n i t y , do you know where you s t o p p e d i n i t i a l l y , what
s t r e e t you were a t o r p r o x i m i t y t o t h e b u i l d i n g s ?
A.

I was t o l d by E n g i n e 216 we were a t t h e

tower.
Q.

Tower 1 o r Tower 2?

The s o u t h t o w e r o r t h e

n o r t h tower?
A.

I b e l i e v e t h e f i r s t tower t h a t f e l l because

t h e y s a i d t h a t we were one m i n u t e away when t h e t o w e r
fell.
Q.

Okay.

A.

Wherever D a n i e l S u h r was h i t by t h a t body,

t h a t ' s where we w e r e .
Q.

Who was t h a t ?

A.

T h a t was t h e f i r e m a n f r o m E n g i n e 216,

probably t h e f i r s t casualty,
because D r .

t h e f i r s t known c a s u a l t y ,

K e l l y was i n t h a t ambulance a n d a m e d i c was

i n t h e ambulance w i t h u s .
Q.

Do you know who t h e m e d i c was?

A.

I h a v e no i d e a .
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Q.

On-duty FDNY medic or

A.

I have no idea.

Q.

How did you come into contact with that

firefighter?

--

Do you remember the events surrounding

that?

A.

I'm sitting there and I was amazed with this

vehicle that was half there and half disintegrated and,
you know, you're in amazement.
parts.

I didn't see the body

Somehow my mind blocked that out.

partner said she saw body parts.

So we hear over the

air that a fireman is in cardiac arrest.
You don't know where.
Manhattan.

But my

You hear it.

I'm not a big traveler in

So I looked around and I'm not seeing a

fireman in arrest.

So I ran around

--

and you've got

to understand now, even though it's sunny, there's
black at the bottom.

So I had no clue we were at the

tower.
So this fireman turns around, yo, yo, and
he's waving.

The ambulance behind us could have pulled

out and went over to him.
going straight.

So I had to back up, go over, go up

and over the divide.
barrier.

I guess they're so intent on

Then we got to this yellow

I said go through.

went under the scaffolding.

She went through.

We

So whatever tower had
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scaffolding, unless both of them did.
This photographer is there.

I'll tell you

one photographer probably didn't make it because that
one definitely would have made the news because he was
right in the guy's face.

Firemen are very quick to not

let you treat, just run.

So they're running ahead of

us with us going, and we finally get in the ambulance
and we're doing all that we can.

Dr. Kelly came in,

who I didn't know it was Dr. Kelly at the time, but I
knew she was from BHS.

She looked familiar.

But I'm

not going to say, hey, you look familiar, not at a time
like that.

A medic walked in, so I just did

compressions.

They were trying to get an airway.

All

of a sudden they looked at each other, couldn't get an
airway, and she said transport.
Now, I know the way they looked at each other
he wasn't going to make it.
dead.

His neck was snapped.

from 70 stories up.

He didn't make it.

He's

Anybody hit with a body

So you're not going to tell a

bunch of firemen, this guy is dead, we're not
transporting him.

So we transported him.

Q.

Did anybody accompany you?

A.

Two firemen.

Q.

Do you know who they were, their names or
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what company?
A.

Solano wrote one name down.

No.

They're

both from Engine 216.
Q.

Okay.

A.

They kept yelling, Danny, Danny, Danny.

said suction.

I

I think it was brains coming out of his

nose I'm pretty sure.

You could tell his neck was

snapped because every time you hit a bump, a head don't
have that type of movement.
Q.

Right.

A.

So the kid was staring at us.

Now, I know

from watching my father die and even during

--

my

father died right after I got this job, the day after I
got the job.

Images burn in my head.

Sometimes they

play with my head.

So the way they were staring into

him, I said, look.

I'm saying should I tell them?

Should I not tell them?
tactfully?

How can I tell them

So I said, look, we're doing the CPR for

that small glimmer of hope, but I'll tell you what
they're going to do.
hospital.

They're going to call it at the

Please stop staring at him.

burn this image in your head.
better image.

You're going to

I want you to remember a

At first they didn't want to believe

not that they argued, but you could tell.

--
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Q.

Right.

A.

Then they started saying he has a daughter of

I just said continue CPR, continue suction.

two.

The

I mean, even

other guy took over compressions for me.

though it was a short ride, it felt like the longest
ride.

We got to the hospital.

I said give him last rights.

A priest looked at me.
They gave him last rights

and they called it.
Now, I told the firemen on the ride there
that, if they happen to call it while they're still
there, don't start staring, though it's tempting.
You're going to burn that image in your head, too, and
that's now how you want to remember Danny.

So after he

called last rights, I turned and I saw the two firemen
standing there.

I turned around and kind of pushed

them out.
Q.

What hospital did you go to?

A.

I believe it's Bellevue.

Q.

What did you do after that?

A.

My partner had to take the truck because they

didn't want any trucks there at triage.
cut off from Solano.
there.

So now I was

So I got the two firemen out of

I wanted to make sure they were mentally okay

because I don't know if they're going back or what's
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Their brother j u s t died.

partner j u s t died,

I know i f my

I ' d be mentally a l l whatever.

Q.

Right?

A.

So I made s u r e t h e y g o t o u t o f t h e r e a n d I

s a i d , d o c , make s u r e t h a t t h e y d o n ' t
dude was messed u p .
back o u t ,

I thought,

reporters a r e shooting with

a l i t t l e Hispanic g i r l ?

oh, n o .

o u t o f t h e whole p l a c e .
ambulance,

So I went

a n d I s a i d t o t h i s M e t r o C a r e ambulance,

you s e e n my p a r t n e r ,
left.

because t h e

He g o t h i t w i t h a body.

I walked around,

t h e i r cameras,

--

Oh, s h e

I thought t h e y chased h e r

So I saw a n o t h e r FDNY

t h e y brought p e o p l e o u t , and I s a y s , I t h i n k

my p a r t n e r l e f t .

I ' m g o i n g w i t h you guys b e c a u s e I

want t o go b a c k i n , t h e r e ' s more h e l p t o d o .

Just as I

was w a i t i n g f o r them, my p a r t n e r g r a b b e d me.

She was

a r o u n d t h e o t h e r s i d e c l e a n i n g b e c a u s e t h e t h i n g was
f u l l o f b l o o d now.

W e ' r e n o t g o i n g t o p i c k up more

p a t i e n t s when w e ' r e f u l l o f b l o o d a n d t h e s u c t i o n i s
f u l l and a l l .
Q.

Now,

t h e EMTs t h a t you r a n i n t o a t t h a t

p o i n t , do you know who t h e y were?

F i r e Department EMS?

A.

They were F i r e Department EMS.

Q.

You went b a c k t o t h e s c e n e a f t e r t h a t ?

A.

We went b a c k .

As w e ' r e d r i v i n g up i n t o t h e
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gray, I saw the black.
I'm looking

--

Well, as we were driving back,

oh, let me bring it back.

As we were

there, whatever battalion is at Bellevue said you're
taking a volunteer with you.

I said I have no problem

taking a volunteer.

I just want you to know this could

be their last ride.

We're not going to go pussyfooting

around.

We're going back in.
Because I already made a joke to my partner

because I have military training, I was a peace officer
for York College, and even though it was a rent-a-cop
type of outfit, they had very highly

--

police and

other people, people at the Olympics where they had the
bombing.

They told us there's always secondary

devices.

When we were coming to this area, I said to

my partner, we'll never feel it.

The underground will

blow up from us and we'll be dead.

Because nobody's

counting on a secondary device, and whatever bonehead
had us lined up around the World Trade Center, after
hindsight, 20/20, that ain't too bright either because
there's usually a secondary device.
showed that in Atlanta.

The Olympics

Most bombings show that.

There's always something for the people and then, when
everybody comes rushing in, there's a little something
extra.

But we didn't expect that the building was
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going to be the something extra.

So I was realistic.

So it happened to be the volunteer happened
to be a nun, who was older, and I said to her, look.
You understand, ma'am, we might not come back from
this.

Oh, I understand.

could die.

I said, no, I'm serious.

I said, and you're a volunteer.

We

At least

my wife gets a little cash, goes back to Brazil, makes
a hundred grand because she now knows English.

I said,

but you've got to understand that there could be
something lost.
I don't know if we picked up another
volunteer on the first time going in or the second time
because we went in twice.

It was a white dude, he was

young, he could have had children but he said no, and I
told him the same thing.

Any volunteers I picked up, I

told them this could be their last ride.

Now, from

that point we cleaned up, we went back, we took our
volunteers.

just

Q.

Do you know their names?

A.

Nope.

--

Names to me weren't important.

I call it the zone.

the zone.

I was

When I'm doing work, it's

If I had five patients, I'm in the zone for

five patients.

If you want to come behind me and take

a potshot, you could very well do it, and most times
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you c o u l d n ' t .

I ' m i n t h e zone f o r t h o s e f i v e p a t i e n t s

a n d I do my work.
right,

too,

all

I ' m g o i n g t o p i c k up c a s u a l t i e s , t h a t ' s a l l I ' m

going t o do.
bus,

So when I ' m i n t h e zone,

So t h e r e c o u l d b e a h u n d r e d p e o p l e on my

t h e y could a l l be c e l e b r i t i e s ,

t h a t d o e s n ' t mean

j a c k t o me a t t h a t p o i n t .
Q.

When you r e t u r n e d b a c k t o t h e s c e n e , where

d i d you go?
A.

Where were you d i r e c t e d t o ?

Well,

you know,

t h e y were g i v i n g u s

d i r e c t i o n , b u t i t was s o damn g r a y a n d d a r k a n d you h a d
t o r i d e o v e r t h i s and t h a t and r i d e around t h i s because

So, you know,
h o n e s t w i t h you.
b i g and n i c e .
i t ' s bumpy,
amazement,

I mean,

she d i d her b e s t .

I ' m very

I l o o k a t t h i s now,

i t ' s very

But t h o s e l i t t l e maps,

I d o n ' t even t r y and,

l i k e wow.

I n my mind,

e s p e c i a l l y when

you know,

I ' m f u l l of

I ' m dreaming and t h i s

d i d n ' t happen.
So we r o d e down t h e r e a n d t h e r e was a b i g
black area.

I s a i d , w h a t e v e r you d o , d o n ' t d r i v e i n t o

t h e b l a c k a r e a b e c a u s e i f we g e t a f l a t t i r e w e ' r e
u s e l e s s t o everyone.
now.

We c o u l d b a r e l y s e e where we a r e

She a g r e e d t h a t was a s m a r t move.

So we r o d e a s

c l o s e a s we c a n when t h i n g s a r e g r a y b u t c l e a r , a n d
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then out of the black comes this EMT from the Fire
Department.

I wish I knew his name because he's alive,

and I remember his face, and there's only two EMTs that
died.

He came out with his orange helmet, eyes were

red, and I said, dude, what are you doing here?
private ambulances.
ambulance.

I saw

I didn't see a Fire Department

He said, I'm looking for my father.

said, where's your father?

I

He said, in the World Trade

Center.
So I told him to get in the ambulance because
he was still susceptible to orders.
denial/agitation stage.
figured the nun

--

He wasn't in a

So I had him back there and I

I said to him there's a nun back

here who's an EMT would talk to him.

She talks to

people for her life day in and day out.

So our

survivor is back there and we're picking up old people
and stragglers, people that couldn't breathe, people
that couldn't make it to the ferry.

Because a block or

two away was the ferry, and if you got to the ferry,
you could see the water, sky blue and everything was
beautiful.
it was.
--

It was on the corner.

Solano would know.

I forgot which ferry

I got on the PA and I said

because walking around was senseless because people

had shields, you don't know who was a patient, who was

R. ERDEY

a cop.

I said, anybody that needs medical attention,

come this way.
Then I went to a grocery store and they
opened the doors because the power was out and I said,
I need water, because I had and old cup.

I grabbed a

jug of water and I said, I'm not buying it, I'm taking
it.

No, I understand.

It wasn't for me.

Because it was for a patient.

So I gave her water.

there and I said where's the EMT?

Gone.

because now he went back in there.

I came back in
I was furious

I wish I knew his

name.
Q.

Do you know where he was from, what

battalion?

What was the status of the buildings at

that point?

A.

They ' re gone.

Q.

Did you see them collapse?

A.

No.

Somebody said a tower collapsed while we

were cleaning up.
about?

I'm thinking, what's he talking

On our ride back down there, I'm looking and I

said, wow, it's really on fire now.

I'm looking and I

said, not for nothing, but I think the World Trade
Center is down.

I said, I'll tell you when I get up to

the New York Telephone building.

I looked again and I

says it's down because my eyes watered up and I turned
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b a c k t o t h e window a n d I s a i d ,
your l e f t ,
be,

sister,

i f you l o o k t o

t h a t ' s where t h e World T r a d e C e n t e r u s e d t o

a n d s h e s a y s y o u ' r e k i d d i n g me.
Q.

Did i t l o o k l i k e one h a d c o l l a p s e d o r b o t h o f

A.

They were b o t h g o n e .

Q.

Do you know what t i m e a b o u t t h a t was?

A.

We d i d n ' t e v e n know t h a t we were one m i n u t e

them?
Both o f them.

from t h e tower c o l l a p s i n g i f i t w a s n ' t f o r t h a t e n g i n e
company t e l l i n g u s .

We went t o t h e e n g i n e company t o

g e t closure, t o 216.
closure.

I t ' s f u n n y how p e o p l e n e e d

I e s p e c i a l l y need c l o s u r e .

We n e e d e d c l o s u r e

a n d we went down t h e r e a n d we b r o u g h t f l o w e r s t o Q u i n n ,
t o them, a n d t o 4 9 f o r C a r l o s ,
t h e r e and he s a i d ,

a n d one o f t h e guys was

I recognize your v o i c e .

The o t h e r

guy was t h e r e a n d h e g o e s , you know, we t a l k e d a b o u t
you guys f o r f o u r d a y s .
t a l k e d a b o u t them.

So t h e y t a l k e d a b o u t u s a n d we

So we s a i d , what happened?

Well,

h e g o t h i t w i t h a body, which we a l r e a d y knew, a n d h e
s a i d , he saved u s .

I s p o k e t o Ken F r i e d , who was n o t

t h e r e , b u t I was s p e a k i n g t o him o n - l i n e a n d I a s k e d t o
make s u r e a l l my b r o t h e r s who went t o t h e F i r e s i d e
were a l i v e .

I s a i d I p i c k e d up t h e guy who g o t h i t

w i t h t h e body,

a n d h e s a i d , oh, t h a t ' s Danny S u h r .

So

R.
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t h a t ' s how I f o u n d o u t h i s name.
Q.

Who i s Ken?

A.

Ken F r i e d .

He's a fireman.

He was n o t t h e r e

a t t h a t t i m e , b u t h e ' s on t h e F i r e s i d e .

I had f i v e o r

s i x p e o p l e who I was p a r t n e r s w i t h t h a t went t o b e
firemen.
Q.

Oh, o k a y .

A.

So I w a n t e d t o know i f t h e y a l l l i v e d ,

e v e r y t i m e I saw a name o n - l i n e ,
know,

a r e you t h e r e ?

it could be t h e i r f a t h e r o r t h e i r mother.

t h a t ' s how I f o u n d o u t t h e f i r e m a n ' s name.

so
You
So

I also

f o u n d o u t t h a t K e n ' s f a t h e r came f r o m E n g i n e 216,
t h a t ' s how t h e y knew t h e f i r e m a n .

He t o l d u s t h a t h e

d i d n ' t s a v e j u s t you, h e s a v e d t h e b a t t a l i o n ,
e n g i n e company.

I was l i k e wow.

that fire

So when we went down

there,

t h a t same d a y t h e p i c t u r e o f him was i n t h e

Post.

I said,

t h a t was him.

f o u n d o u t f r o m E n g i n e 216,

so

They saw u s , we s p o k e , we

f r o m t h o s e two young g u y s ,

we were one m i n u t e away from,

I b e l i e v e t h a t tower,

and

h e s a v e d t h a t company b e c a u s e t h e y a l l f o l l o w e d u s ,
which I d i d n ' t know.

The cop who e s c o r t e d u s knows.

I

d o n ' t know i f you were t h e r e , b u t t h a t was some c a r a v a n
t h a t was i n t h e way.
B e f o r e t h a t you a s k e d me a b o u t t h e New York

R. ERDEY

Presbyterian ambulance and the number.
the number.

I have it written down at home.

called up New York Presbyterian.
happened to number so-and-so.
number.

I don't have
But I

I said tell me what

I can't think of the

They said, I can't tell you what happened to

the people, because I asked what happened to the
people.

I told them who I was.

from the Fire Department.

I said, I'm EMT Erdey

I was memorizing their

number in case I met up with them.
talk to us.

They came out to

Please tell me about those people.

can't tell you about those people.

All right.

said, then listen to what I'm saying.

I
So I

Don't tell me

about the people; tell me about the ambulance itself.
How is ambulance such-and-such number?
numbers.

It was three

She said, I can't tell you about the people.

I said, no, listen to what I'm saying.

-

the ambulance.

Tell me about

She said the ambulance disintegrated.

I saw a New York Presbyterian ambulance.

have to know about it.

Now I

If you want the number, you

leave me your number and I'll call you.
said what happened to this number?

Okay.

But I

Oh, well, those two

R. ERDEY

people, one put on his helmet, crashed through the
window, broke both his legs, and the other one ran over
him to get inside.

They both lived.

I gave that dude

my number to give to that dude who was driving because
that's the dude that came out, and I said, please have
that dude call me.
that dude.

Well, I never got a phone call from

Otherwise I'd have the name for you.

those two guys lived.

Those two guys you might want to

speak to because both his legs got broke.
and stayed there.

But

He was there

But he hasn't called me.

I'm kind of pissed I didn't get that guy's
name, who came out of that smoke.

If there's one image

that's burned through my head, it's Danny with his
teeth loose and that kid coming out of the black smoke.
Q.

Is there anything else that you recall?

A.

No.
LIEUTENANT FEILER:

interview.

We'll conclude the

I want to thank you for the time and your

participation in this event.
important.

Okay.

It's really, really

The time now is 0857 hours and we'll

conclude the interview.
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Today's date is

The time is 1320 hours.

This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of
the Safety Battalion of the New York City
Fire Department.

I'm conducting an

interview with the following individual.
Please state your name.
FIREFIGHTER ESCOFFRY:

Firefighter

first grade KENNETH ESCOFFRY.
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:

Firefighter Escoffry

is assigned to Ladder Company 20 of the New
York City Fire Department.
quarters of Ladder 20.

We're at the

This interview is

regarding the events of September 11th,
2001.
Q.

Kenny, in your own words, if you will

just tell us what happened that day.
A.

On the morning of September 11th about

8:45, I was relieved, and a few of us were
standing in front of quarters when we noticed a
plane came directly over the firehouse maybe
around 8:45, somewhere around that time.

One of

the guys mentioned that the plane looked like it
was really low.

Before we could really think of
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what he said, the next thing we heard an
explosion.

We saw the smoke.

So the guys in the firehouse suited up
and jumped on the rig.

We didn't get a run on

the teleprinter yet, but they went towards the
direction.

I guess they got the run as they were

moving towards the direction.
At first we thought it was just a plane
crash.

Four of us were left in the firehouse.

We turned on the TV, and we noticed that the
plane hit the World Trade.
(Interruption.)
Q.

Okay.

Go ahead.

A.

I was saying that the plane had crashed

into the World Trade.

Four of us jumped in the

hazmat rig, and we proceeded down to the World
Trade to see if we could help.

Two guys went up

the staircase from the squad, and myself and
George in the truck, we reported to the command
station, because we had no tools, no radio, no
masks, nothing.
When we pulled up, we saw heavy fire,
smoke.

People were jumping.

So we figured we

couldn't do much up here without equipment.

So

K. ESCOFFRY

4

we decided to go to the command station, where
Chief Hayden and Chris was, and we asked Chris,
the aide, if he knew what floor 20 was on.

I

believe he said they were up on the 27th floor,
somewhere up in that area.
Q.

This was in the north tower, the

command post?
A.

The north tower.
We hung around in the north tower in

the lobby for a while.

There were jumpers.

After a while, body parts were flying into the
lobby.

Chief Hayden asked myself and George to

check out a report of a fire that was on the
second floor, the mezzanine.
We went up to the mezzanine level, and
in the corner, which was exposure 4, we noticed
it looked like it was jet fuel that was just
running down the side of the building.

The fire

wasn't spreading or anything.
Within that 30-second time we were up
there, an EMS worker asked us to come into the
staircase to help him remove a person that
collapsed in the staircase.

After going into the

staircase, within another minute or so, there was

K. ESCOFFRY
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I believe that's when the

second plane hit.
Q.

Let me ask you a question.

what staircase it was?
A.

Do you know

Was it A, B, C staircase?

That was the staircase in exposure 4.

I'm not sure.
Q.

You're not sure.

Okay.

A.

Once that explosion happened, the door

to the staircase slammed shut.

When we went back

and pushed the door open, we couldn't breathe.
The dust particles was all in the lobby.

So we

kept the door closed, and people that were
evacuating down, we wound up evacuating them off
that staircase, through a hallway that led back
to the exposure 1 side of the building.
We evacuated them from there to the
second floor, which was the mezzanine, and took
them down to the lobby.

We took them around to

the mezzanine and over the catwalk that went to
the building north of tower one, which I believe
that's probably building six.
Q.

The one that goes across?

A.

Yes, north.

The catwalk that you could

actually see the cars pass under.

K. ESCOFFRY
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This one here that goes across

West Street?
A.

No.

Q.

This one over here?

A.

Yeah, this is West Street.

Where is

tower one?
Q.

Right here.

A.

The catwalk I guess went across this

street here, Vesey and whatever street this is.
Q.

Oh, okay.

A.

We led the people across, and they

evacuated that way.
About an hour later me and George
decided let's go out, because we were having
difficulty breathing because we didn't have a
mask.

On the way out between tower one and six,

we heard something like an incoming missile, and
we started to run.

That's when the second tower

came down.
Q.

Tower number two?

A.

Right.

That was the first tower that

came down.
I was knocked down.

When I got up,

there was a hose -- I followed a hose out to the
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street with water flowing from it.

So I washed

my face and washed out my mouth.

I knew George

was behind me, so I called back.

Finally he

answered me.
voice.

I told George to come towards my

We went back to the pumper and he washed

his face, washed out his mouth.

We proceeded to

wet down our hood and put it over our mouth and
nose.
We walked it seemed like about five or
six blocks before we could even get to somewhere
that we could breathe.

We got up and started to

walk back and forth looking for our company,
hoping that maybe they got out.

So we spent

maybe the next 45 minutes washing up and walking
up and down the side, hoping that our company
would came out.
Q.

This is West Street?

A.

Yeah, West Street.
We didn't see our company.

Nobody saw

them.
I guess somewhere by the time we washed
up and were walking up and down the west side
looking for our company, the second one came
down.

So we never really got back towards the
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We wound up walking to 1 and 7 and tried

to get back in touch with Ladder 20.

We tried to

call back at our company, but all the phones were
down so we couldn't get in touch with anybody.
So we decided to walk to 8 Truck.
walked to 8.

We

Lieutenant Woods and some of the

other officers were over there.

That's when I

realized from watching the TV exactly what
happened.

At first I thought maybe just a

section of the building came down.

Once I saw

the TV, I realized the whole building came down.
That was it.
caught back up with 20.

The whole day we never
Somewhere later on in

the day we worked our way back to 20 Truck.
Q.

Is there anything else you want to say?

A.

The farthest we got was maybe like the

third, fourth floor, helping to evacuate the
civilians.

Like I said, we had no lights.

civilians were coming down the staircase.
dark.

The
It was

We spent maybe 45 minutes in the staircase

helping people finding their way out.

It just

got so bad, we couldn't breathe anymore.
decided to start making our way out.
we did.

We

Fortunately

Maybe 30 yards from the West Side
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Highway, that's when the first tower came down.
Q.

Thanks a lot for your cooperation.

I

appreciate it.
CHIEF CONGIUSTA:

It's 1345 hours, and

this concludes this interview.
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5:38 and this is

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the Safety
Battalion of the New York City Fire
Department.

I'm conducting an interview

with Keith Faccilonga, firefighter first
grade from Engine 64.
Q.

Go ahead and tell us what you remember

from September 11th.
A.

I saw the second plane hit the second

tower on TV.

I tried calling my battalion -- I

tried calling my company -- (inaudible) after the
second plane hit the towers, I got in my car.

I

called the company and then I called my battalion
and I called my division, and there was no
answers.
I had my firefighting gear at home with
me and started getting the gear together,
figuring I was going to come into work.

After

getting all the gear together, I made the phone
calls again.

Still no answer at all three

places, including 47 Truck, who has their own
department phone.
I got in the car and drove down.
in

live nx.

I figured I was close enough
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to get down there, report in to a chief and do
something.

I drove down on the FDR Drive.

I was

about halfway down -- I couldn't tell you where,
probably in the mid 90s when I saw the first
tower go down.

I saw that from the FDR Drive.

I had my helmet in the window, and the
police kept waving me through.

I got down there

pretty quick; I would say less than 15 minutes
door to door.

I parked my car.

I pulled --

actually on the FDR Drive right around the
Brooklyn Bridge, there was, I would say,
thousands and thousands of civilians that were
walking up in a panic, up the FDR Drive.
The smoke at that point was so thick
that I couldn't even see, so I had to back up,
make a U turn on the FDR Drive and get off, I
guess underneath the Brooklyn Bridge.

Somehow I

made my way over to Park Row, took one look,
parked on Fulton Street right next to the
St. Paul cemetary.
I got out of my car.

I got my

firefighting gear on, my bunker gear, helmet and
everything, no mask.

I walked about half a block

down Church Street and made a left.

In front of
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me was Five World Trade Center with fire showing
out of just about every single window of Five
World Trade.

The building was fully involved,

the whole entire building.
I made a left on Church Street, and I
continued walking and that's where parts of the
first building were all over Church Street and
all in between Four World Trade and Five World
Trade it was all parts of, I guess Two World
Trade Center was the first one to collapse.
I made my way to the corner of Liberty
and Trinity, and I found a bunch of firemen that
had come in the same as I did, on their own, on
their day off and were in the same situation.

We

were going through rigs looking for Scott masks.
That was the only thing nobody had and the one
thing that everybody needed.
220 Engine was parked, it looked like I
think on the corner of Trinity and Liberty, and
the truck was there and he was telling me he lost
his whole company in the first collapse.

So a

bunch of us got together with a lieutenant
from -- I don't even know what company.
remember his name anymore.

I don't

We told him you're in
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charge and he was going to lead us in and try to
find the guys that the truck from 220 was telling
us were missing.
We headed down Liberty Street towards
the quarters of 10 and 10, and we made it just
about that far.

I would say somewhere across

from 10 and 10 right in the plaza.

We were

making our way across the rubble, and it was real
slow going.
We were crawling across the rubble,
trying to find -- at this point I wasn't sure
which building had collapsed.
little bit.

I know the area a

We were trying to get towards Two

World Trade Center, which was the building that
went down already.

We didn't know that.

So

we're trying to get in there, thinking that's
where the guys are.

We're thinking -- I'm not

sure -- we figured we could find the guys.
So we're walking over there, we heard a
big roar.

Nobody really knew what the roar was

until the chauffeur from 220 said, "Oh, my God,
not again."

We turned around and started running

directly up Liberty Street away from the Trade
Center, running east on Liberty.

We crossed

K. FACCILONGA

Trinity.

6

On the way a couple of guys bailed out

and went into some of the buildings.
hid in Burger King.

Some guys

Myself, I kept running.

tripped a couple of times.

I

I got pelted and half

buried along the way.
I got over to the corner of Broadway
and Liberty, and there was a truck company parked
on that corner.

We hid behind the truck, and all

the stuff came flying by.

A couple of guys got

hit by stuff and hurt by stuff.

Even guys that

were hiding behind the rig were getting hurt.

I

noticed some windows were broken.
At that point I couldn't breathe
anymore.

But there was an officer.

I think he

was from...I would have to say 20 Truck who
shared a mask with me.

I never found out really

who it was, but I think it was a lieutenant from
20.

He shared a mask with me.
After a good couple of minutes of

pitch-black total darkness, it started to clear
up a little bit and I could almost breathe again
and maybe you could see your hand in front of
your face.

I decided to then go back, because on

my way running away from the building I knew I
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left guys behind that I really wasn't sure if
they made it or not.
I made it back down there toward 10-10
where I lost guys.

The rubble was so deep that

there was no way we were going to dig something
up.

I mean, everybody knows it was real deep

rubble, and we heard banging on the doors of
Burger King.

So we went over to Burger King.

There were a couple guys in there.

They thought

they were buried alive because the dust and dirt
were so thick on the windows.
anything.

They couldn't see

So we pulled the doors open, and there

were maybe, I would say around five, six, seven
guys, maybe, came out of there, and they were
surprised they weren't buried in a couple of feet
worth of dirt.

It was only thick on the windows.

It made them think they were buried alive in
there.
We all got together again and tried to
make another trip to get in there.
the plaza again the second time.

As we entered

Now, stuff that

had fallen I guess whatever was...there big, hard
pieces of, I don't know, big pieces that had been
standing for weeks.

Pieces were falling off
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there and landing and we were kind of worried
about some landing on us.
We couldn't pass there on Liberty, so
we made our way south.

I'm not sure if we went

up Albany or Carlisle.

I'm not sure what street

it was.

We went around to the west side, and

along the way different guys were trying to do
different things.
We hooked up with a couple of different
chiefs, a couple of different lieutenants and
captains, and different guys would attach
themselves to those bosses and try to do
something with them.

Because the wind was

blowing from the west, I thought the best bet was
to go to the West Side Highway and try to make an
attack from that side.
So me and a couple of guys from -- I
don't remember what squad, but one of the squads,
we hooked up together and we found an officer.
We made our way to the West Side Highway, and we
tried to make a push into the rubble.

Actually

while we were doing it, there were some fires
that they were putting out.
line straps.

I took some hose

We helped stretch some hose lines,
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helped carry some pieces to the manifolds, some
gates, stuff like that.

We were carrying stuff

along the way.
What else?

At that point there were

civilians up in one of the buildings.

I couldn't

tell you which building it was at the time.

He

was up in one of the buildings that was damaged
but not knocked down.

He was waving to us.

We

kept saying, "What the hell does that guy want?"
It looked like he wanted to be saved originally,
but then we realized he was pointing and he saw
something that we couldn't see.
So we started walking.

He was

directing us towards the south pedestrian bridge.
As we got closer to the pedestrian bridge, I saw
something shiny so I called some guys over, and
we started making our way towards where the
pedestrian bridge came to the ground on the east
side of the West Side Highway.
Right where the pedestrian bridge met
the ground, I noticed a bunker coat.

So I called

everybody over, and we started digging frantic.
Then we realized we found somebody for sure.
started finding that it was his whole entire

We
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bunker coat and his hand was still in the bunker
coat.
We were digging, and there was no
response from whoever was buried.

We got him

buried out as much as we could, but there were
three motorcycles that were pinned on him.

It

looked like a river of debris had come in.

He

had hid under the pedestrian bridge at the point
by the ground where it meets the ground.

He hid

there I guess when the building collapsed.
not sure which one.
who it was.

I'm

At this point we didn't know

Now I do know it was a chauffeur

from 65 Engine, and we didn't know until we got
him out of there, and I'll continue telling you
how we got him out.
So he hid under the bridge where the
forty-five meets the ground, and he got dirt from
both sides of the bridge.

Stuff just came

running like a river and just buried him.

There

were three motorcycles that had toppled over, and
they were pretty much pinning him to the ground
even after we dug him out.
So myself and one other guy got as
close as we could to the chauffeur.

We grabbed a

K. FACCILONGA
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He told us he was

He didn't know how long

He was unconscious.

He doesn't

remember anything other than running and hiding
under there and then waking up.

I think he was

out for at least an hour or two by the time we
made our way to him.

It might have been more.

I'm not sure.
I was the closest one to him and I told
him we were going to try to get him out of there.
We picked up the motorcycles as much as we could,
but it still wasn't enough.

We got some more

guys over.
There was some fire in the rubble pile
that was getting pretty intense, and the heat was
a lot for us.

So they stretched more line to put

out the fire while we tried to get him out.

We

got a back board in there, and somebody counted
to three.

On the count of three, about three or

four of us picked up the motorcycle as high was
we could.

While another two, three guys pulled

him out of the pile.

He was still pinned.

think his leg was pinned in the pile.

I
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So then I crawled underneath and tried
to find out where he was pinned, his leg was
stuck at.

Probably his bunker gear was stuck

under the motorcycles.

So then we kind of

finagled his legs.

He was really tough.

pinned pretty bad.

The only thing we could think

of was to pull him out.
he was pinned under.

It was

We got him free of what

We got a whole bunch more

guys, maybe about five or six guys, to try and
pick the motorcycles up on the count of three.

I

counted to three this time, and I told the
chauffeur that we were going to pull him out on
three.

He was counting down and he was still

pinned.

I couldn't see where he was pinned.

So

we said we were going to do it and if it was too
much, he was supposed to scream and let us know.
On the count of three we picked up the bikes, and
the guys pulled him out.

They threw him on the

board, and they got him out.
Let's see.

After that I took a break

for a couple of minutes.

I got some water.

I

went and scavenged some equipment off of some
rigs.

I got a halogen, and I found a Scott pack

off one of the rescue rigs that was parked right
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there, very close to the pedestrian bridge where
Liberty meets the West Side Highway.
I got one of the Scott packs, and I put
that on.

Pretty much for the next couple hours

we were inside the rubble pile, mostly from the
west side.

Since, like I said before, the wind

was blowing towards the east, and it was a lot
clearer coming in from the West Side Highway
going toward Battery Park.
I concentrated my efforts towards One
World Trade Center and Two World Trade Center.
On and off during the day I hooked up with
numerous firefighters and officers from
lieutenants all the way up to battalion chiefs.
We would hook up with teams and work as much as
we could until somebody needed a blow and then
they'd go take their own break and come back
whenever they were ready and then hook up with
another group or the same group.

It pretty much

went on like that until around 5:00.

Let's see,

it was around 3:00 I decided to take a break, and
I made my way back towards -- I headed towards
the command post set up on Broadway somewhere
near Park Row.

So I was pretty much spent at
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that point.
So I made my way over to Park Row where
there was a command center where there were
companies coming in.

It was City Hall Park where

I guess it was kind of a meeting point where
people were coming in.

I saw people coming in

from "the Rock" I guess they sent their chauffeur
school, that type of thing.

They were all

showing up there.
Checking in and I saw 47 Truck there,
which is the truck that's in with the engine I'm
assigned to.

So I went over there and I reported

to that officer who was Lieutenant Lowney.
reported to him.

So I

I told him that I was going to

be attached to him for the day.

He's just about

to sign in, I guess, and he was going to give my
name.

So I figured I would stay with them for

the rest of the day.

That was somewhere between

2 or 3:00.
At that point some fireman and some
police were scavenging stuff from a hardware
store, from a pharmacy for drops.
shot.

I couldn't see anymore.

drops in our eyes.

My eyes were

We were putting

We got some tools.
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We finally got an assignment.

We got

on the rig maybe around 3:00 and drove around to
see what was going on over by Six World Trade and
make our way towards the rubble from that end.
We were doing that for about two hours.
much we couldn't get past the rig.
as much food as we could.
pile again.
found.

Pretty

So we carried

We made our way to the

We were doing searches.

Not much

It was rough going.
At that point I was having trouble

breathing.

I couldn't even walk 20 or 30 yards

without help.

So they put me in an ambulance,

gave me oxygen and they were talking about
intubating me and they sent me off to
St. Claire's Hospital.

I stayed there pretty

much through the night.
I got out of the hospital.

That night

I stayed at a friend's house in Manhattan.

I

came back down around 9:00 in the morning to get
my car.

My car was on Fulton Street.

car and went back up to the Bronx.

I got my

I was

supposed to be working that day and pretty much
the rest was all responding with 64 Engine after
that.

You know after the first day.

K. FACCILONGA
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So I guess pretty much that's my story.
That's about it.
Q.

Okay.

Thanks a lot.

CHIEF KENAHAN:
p.m.

The time now is 6:05

This concludes this interview.
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BATTALION CHIEF MC GRATH:
Wednesday, December 26, 2001.

The date is
The time is 1125

hours.
This is Battalion Chief James McGrath of the
Fire Department of City of New York.

I'm

conducting an interview with Peter Fallucca
assigned to Engine 16, now working in Engine 153
in Staten Island.
It will be regarding the events of September
11, 2001.
Q.

Pete, if just say your name and your company,

and then in your own words, kind of relate everything
that you can remember from when you received the alarm
up through the collapses.
A.

All right.

My name is Peter Fallucca,

assigned to Engine 153 in Staten Island.

On September

11, I was on rotation in Engine 16 in Manhattan.
Starting right from the very beginning, I was
in the house watch, sitting in the house watch at
quarters of Engine 16.
scanner.

I heard it come over on the

I heard -- I was actually sitting in the

house watch.

I actually heard -- sounded like the

plane flew over our quarters, and I said to myself, I
said, that sounds low for Manhattan for a plane to be
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flying so low, and then two seconds later it came over
on the scanner.
I heard the guy say, "A plane just hit the
World Trade tower.

Send every available ambulance you

got," I heard him say on the scanner.
came running in.
hear that?"

My lieutenant

He said, "Did you hear that?

Did you

I said "Yeah. He said a plane just hit the

trade center," and we knew we were going to get sent in
on that.
We suited up, and within two minutes, we were
sent on the third alarm.
there.

We were on our way down

We took the FDR Drive, and we could see the

first building that was hit on the FDR Drive, and you
could see an enormous hole in the side of the building
from the FDR Drive, the first building that got hit.
You could see all the papers flying around
it, all the -- you know, I guess the stationary from
all the offices.

When I first looked, I thought it was

seagulls flying.

There was so many, looked like

seagulls at the dump, and we got down there, and as we
are pulling in, we're getting into the side streets
closer to the trade center, the people were lining the
streets.

All civilians lining the streets, you know,

packed with people.
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I think looking at the map, looked like we
were on Church.

We just were getting ready to pull up,

getting ready to get out, and the second plane hit, and
we started getting hit with debris on the top of the
rig.

We were huddled down in the bottom of the rig,

because -- I mean, we were getting pelted with some
heavy stuff, and at that time I didn't know that it was
a second plane.
I just thought it was a secondary explosion
from the first building, because I was on the opposite
side.

I was sitting behind the officer, and I couldn't

see really the top of the towers, but the guys that
were on that side of the rig, they were able to see,
and I heard, "Holy, shit!" You know, he screamed,
because he saw this big fireball, and then all the
debris.
You heard the explosion and everything, but I
saw the big fire ball.

The stuff was coming down

across the street.

It looked like a meteor came flying

across the street.

They said it was the engine.

don't know what it was.

I

It was a big fireball or

something from the plane I guess, came from across the
street in front of our rig, and as we get out of the
rig, there's a cop, city police officer, in the
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street.

He's telling us, "I'm getting out of here.

just saw a rocket."

I

He said he saw it come off the

Woolworth Building and hit the tower.
Now I see the two towers are hit.
"I just saw a rocket hit that building.
the F out of here.

He says,

I'm getting

I'm getting out of here."

And we were like, holy -- I'm saying to
myself, I didn't even go in yet.
rockets.

They're shooting

I don't know what we're doing over here, but

after I watched it on the news a couple of times, I
could see it was a piece of the plane or something flew
off the building and made like a -- it looked -- if you
didn't see it actually come off the plane, you saw like
the stream of smoke coming from one building to the
other, but actually came from the tower, and they
didn't go the other way, so he swore he saw a rocket,
but at the time we thought it was a rocket.

We

thought -- I thought we were under attack, and we were
under attack, naturally, but I thought we were under
attack in the city.
You know, I thought guys were in these
buildings with rockets shooting at the building, and we
made our way in.

We got into the lobby of the Tower 1,

the first building that got hit.

That's where we were
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called up.
Q.

So you entered from the courtyard on Church

Street?
A.

Yeah, we walked through.

It was a -- I don't

know what building it was, but I remember walking
underneath all the scaffolding.

They had the

scaffolding going over the sidewalks.

They must have

been doing work on one of them.
I remember walking underneath all of that,
and they were telling us, be careful of glass going in,
you know, look up before we go in this building, make
sure there is nothing coming down.

There's all kinds

of glass and debris.
I remember looking up and seeing people
jumping out, civilians jumping out, you know, and that
was -- that's something to see, and I remembered as we
turned, we got onto West Street, going through the
courtyard we came to the entrance on West Street.

I

could see people jumping out of the second building
that got hit, and you could see them hitting the ground
and stuff.
I mean, it was a distance, but you could see
it, and we got into the lobby of the first -- the north
tower, and they were just setting up the command post.
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I seen them coming in with the briefcase they open up.
I saw the commissioner in there, Von Essen was in the
lobby with us at the time, a couple of chiefs.

I don't

know who they were, and they weren't getting names.
It wasn't like you see guys shaking hands,
hey, how you doing.

Everybody was very serious because

at this point, we knew we had a problem, and they had
sent us -- I think it was the B stairwell.
the B stairwell.

We went up

They hooked us up with another

company, going up two companies at a time up the
stairwell.
We took our roll-ups, plus extra bottles and
stuff.

We went up the B stairway, and I think they

were going to send us up the 70th Floor.

They were

looking to establish a communication line.

They had

those phones in the hallways.
Q.

Yes.

A.

That's what they were looking -- our

assignment was, I guess, to set up a communication line
in that stairwell, and we were going up about 10, 12
floors at a time, taking five-minute break.

I mean,

you walking up, and people were coming down one way, we
were going up the other.
Civilians were coming down one side of the
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stairs.

We were going up the other.

very orderly, single file.

You know, it was

Nobody was really

panicking.
Q.

Do you remember the company that was with

A.

I think they said it was -- it might have

you?

been Engine 1.
remember.

I'm not sure.

I really don't

I remember talking to the guys after the

fact, and they said it was Engine 1, but I personally
can't be too sure of that.

I don't remember the

company, but I know they sent us up with another
company to go up, and we went up to -- like I said, we
got up to the 10th Floor.

We took a break.

People were handing us bottles of water going
up, civilians, words of encouragement and all that
stuff, good luck, guys.
crying.

We had a few people -- women

There was a light haze inside the stairwell.
Before we got in, all the elevators were

crashed down in the lobby, and we were going to the
stairwell.

See all the elevators were crashed down,

big slabs of marble on the floor, all the ceiling tiles
of the dropped ceiling was falling down, wires
hanging.
You see wires and stuff hanging inside the
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elevator shafts, because the doors were blown right off
the elevators.

There was one body inside the lobby.

Looked like his legs were chopped off.

I don't know

where he came from, but he had already had a triage tag
on him.

It was a civilian.

from, how he died.

I don't know where he came

Looked like his clothes were a

little burnt up on him, but his legs were chopped off.
I don't know where he came from, but he had a triage
tag, so somebody must have tagged him before we got
there.
So I can remember we started making our way
up.

We got up about ten floors, and we'd take a break

and go up another ten floors.
23rd Floor.

We got up to about the

We were inside the hallway taking a break,

and the whole building shakes.

I mean violently, like

earthquake shake.
Two seconds later the lights go out, and I
hear guys going, oh, shit.
firemen, cops.

I see guys taking off --

Guys are saying, this building is not

supposed to shake like this, and I see guys running
down the stairs, running out of the building, and I
told my boss.
I said, "I don't know what we're going to
do."

Usually I don't -- I don't -- I just do whatever
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the boss tells me, but I was asking him.
attack.

We're under

Is that -- we were on the 23rd Floor.

were guys in suits up there on the 23rd Floor.

There
Guys

were telling me there were -- the CIA's got offices on
the 23rd Floor.

I don't know who, but it could have

been building super.

They had a lot of information,

these guys were giving us.
They had told us that the Pentagon was hit.
This was while we were sitting on the 23rd Floor.
Pentagon is hit.
Washington.

The

They hit another place in

They shot a plane down, and as we were on

the 23rd Floor taking a break, they telling us,
fellows, we just got a report of a third plane headed
this way, so when the building shook, like that, I
figured we got hit with another plane, but we found out
later that was the first building, Tower 2.

That was

the one that was collapsed, so that's what we found
out.

That's what that was.
And the lights went out, and I was saying --

to me it seemed like about five minutes.
the radio Mayday, to get out.
building.

I heard on

Everybody out of the

All personnel out of the building, and I

started -- I just started coming down, and I lost my
lieutenant.

I couldn't find my lieutenant.
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One of the guys I think in our unit, he went
down before they gave the order to go down.

The only

one I had with me was -- one of the 14 probies was with
me.

It was me and him, and we were looking for the

lieutenant, calling the lieutenant on the radio.
Couldn't find him.

He wasn't answering me.

I was

yelling up the stairs.
We went down four floors at a time, and we
waited.

I waited for him to go down, and then we got

down to the lobby, and I waited for him.
never came down.

He still

I was calling him on the radio, and

then I saw one of the other guys in our unit, the
senior guy.

He's got about 17, 18 years on the job.

I

told the probie,"Sean," I said, "Let's follow Timmy."
I said, "Let's regroup with him, see what he wants to
do."
He was helping carry a woman with a couple of
other guys in a chair downstairs, so we walked with
him.

We helped him carry the chair, put the woman in

the ambulance, and it was the three of us together -me, Timmy Marmion, Sean Brown, together.
We walked down to -- I guess we got down to
about -- it was the first block.

We got down to Vesey

Street.

Yeah, Vesey.

It was the first block.

We had
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to be on Vesey, and I took my tank off, because I
figured now I'm clear of all this debris falling down.
I said "We're out.

We're not going back in any more

till we regroup any way."
And there was an EMT walking down the
street.

He was carrying a chief.

The chief was

bleeding from the head, and Sean Brown called me.

He

said he grabbed the other shoulder of the chief, and he
helped carry the chief to the ambulance.
"Make sure you come back here.

I told Sean,

Meet back here.

This

way all three of us are together," because we didn't
know.
The chauffeur was still out on the street
somewhere.

We didn't know where our chauffeur was.

The lieutenant, we had no idea where he was.

As far as

we now knew, he was still in the building, and one
other guy was missing.

Let me see.

He starts walking with the chief to get him
in the ambulance.
under.

Me and Timmy were standing right

We just took our tanks off and our jackets off,

and that's when the second building came down.

It came

down right behind us.
So now we started running down West Street
towards Stuyvesant High School.

Take a peek behind.
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You could see this black cloud coming behind you.

You

couldn't out run it, and you get caught in that black,
and I felt like the push, you know, from this black
cloud, and I got myself to the first building before
Stuyvesant High School, and I seen guys go inside
there, and I made the turn around the building, and I
went inside that building, because, I mean, you
couldn't see your hand in front of your face.
I was feeling the wall of the building to
feel my way into the building, and we went inside the
building.

We looked outside the window.

It looked

like midnight at ten o'clock in the morning.
And then as it settled, we came out, and we
were trying to regroup with the guys.

We found Sean

again, who helped the chief into an ambulance, and it
was just the three of us for awhile, and we wound up
finding our chauffeur, and then we wound up getting -we had everybody together except for the officer.

The

officer wound up still being in the building.
He was with Ladder 6 on the 4th Floor.
survived.

He

He was in the building, and we tried -- we

asked the chief.

They wouldn't let us go back in.

Once we were out, they said, "You guys were in there
already.

You're not going back in."

They wouldn't let
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us go back in because we were looking, you know, both
buildings had went down at this point, and we were
going to see if we could pull people out, find anybody
still that was alive, and they wouldn't let us go back
in.

They said, "You guys are done."
So we sat around, and one of the other guys

had something in his eye.

As you're sitting there, you

feel -- a burning in my chest.

I had mud caked up in

my mouth from inhaling all this stuff.

I mean, I ate

it, never mind inhaled it, and guys came over, anybody
want to go to the hospital, get checked out.
So the guy who had scratches, he said he was
going.

I said, you know what, they're not letting us

go back in.

Let me go get checked out.

And I went -- they took me to St.
Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital and checked me out, and they
sent me back to my house a few hours later, and I
stayed at the firehouse answering phones.
Q.

Just a few questions.
You mentioned that your officer was with

Ladder 6, and that you had a radio on.
Did you hear any of the transmissions from
Ladder 6?
A.

No, I didn't hear anything from Ladder 6, but
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on my way down, I heard one transmission that I do
remember was from Rescue 1.

I heard the boss from

Rescue 1 telling all Rescue 1 members, meet up on the
40 floor.
When I was going -- that was when they gave
the order to get out.

I was on my way down.

I don't

know what floor I was on when I heard it, but it was
fairly high.

Had to be like in the high teens, maybe

20th Floor, just as I was starting to go down.
They were telling us to go down, and I heard
Rescue 1 say to meet up, all rescue one members meet up
on the 40th Floor, and I know all those guys are no
longer with us any more, so they were somewhere headed
to the 40th Floor, I would imagine, those guys.
Q.

As far as --

A.

I heard Maydays given for guys -- guys -- I

heard of guys passing out.
heard.
Q.

Still missing members I

This is before anything had collapsed.
Can you remember any specifics, any specific

companies?
A.

No, I remember hearing that they found the

boss from Engine 1.

I remember hearing, found an

officer from Engine 1, possibly DOA.

I remember

hearing that on the radio, but the only real one I can
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remember where guys were going was Rescue 1.
them say meet up on the 40th Floor.

I heard

I heard that

transmission for Rescue 1.
Q.

And the highest floor that your company,

Engine 16 got to, was the 23rd?
A.

23rd Floor.

And we were going to go higher,

but at that time they had ordered us out, and we went
down.

Like I said, I lost -- I mean, there was at that

point, there was mass chaos.

Guys were going up, guys

were going down.
My officer, I don't know if he went on one of
the floors, but however -- he wound up on the 4th
Floor.

When I was coming down, I never saw him.

I

wound up seeing an officer from 65 engine -- like I
know those guys, because you get detailed in the same
battalion, and I asked him.
I said, "Did you see Lieutenant Cross?"
Lieutenant Cross was my lieutenant that day.
"Did you see Lieutenant Cross?"
saw him.

He's on his way down."

And he said, "Yeah, I
He even told me they

want everybody out of the building.
down.

I said,

Start heading

I said, "Are you sure you saw him go down?"

Because I thought maybe this guy is looking for me.
don't want this guy to get killed looking for me.

I
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And he said, "No, I saw him.
down," and I said, "You sure?"
his way down.

He's on his way

He said, "Yeah, he's on

Come on, let's start going down."

was Piambino from 65 engine.

He told me that.

That

So I

said all right.
I went down to the lobby, and I was standing
in the lobby.
town.

At that point, the lobby was a ghost

There was nobody in the lobby.

more command center in the lobby.

There was no

There was nothing.

Every window in the place on the bottom floor
was broken.

When we first got there, just the windows

when we went in there were broken, but the windows in
the back of the lobby were -- there wasn't a window in
the bottom of the lobby, and it was empty, the lobby.
I didn't see anybody, and, I mean, you just had the
guys -- trails of guys, dribs and drabs of guys coming
down the stairways coming out of the building.

That

was it.
I mean, I saw all these guys.

I remember

seeing all the rigs in front of the building.

There

were rugs underneath that north bridge, because when I
got -- we put the woman in the ambulance, when we came
out, the ambulance was parked under the north bridge.
I don't know if they ever made it out alive or not, if
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they survived or not.
Q.

Do you remember any of the companies that

were parked under there?
A.

I remember seeing -- when we were going in, I

remember seeing 6 truck, because I remember seeing
them -- they got the tiller rig with the dragon on it,
and a friend of mine that I worked with over here, he
had just transferred to 6 truck.

He was working that

day at 6 truck, and I remember seeing Squad 18 going
in.
Who else?

I remember seeing 6 truck going in

when we first went in.

They were parked right in front

just past the north bridge.
Q.

As people were exiting the building with you,

was everybody going north or were some going south?
A.

I think people were going any which way they

could get out pretty much, and then we got out, and we
went north because we had the woman.
at that point.

I followed Timmy

I was following the senior guy in the

engine at that point.
I couldn't find the lieutenant, so I said
let's go with him.
years on the job.

You know what I mean?

I got two

I figured he's the best shot.

don't know whatever he wanted to do.

I

I mean, if he
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would have said, come on, we're going back in the
building, I probably would have went back in the
building.
I was just at that point -- I was lost, to be
honest.

I didn't know what to do.

We left our

roll-ups and our -- I had the standpipe position at
that point, and I left all that up on the 23rd Floor.
I just took my tank with me.
When they told us to get out, that was our
only order.

I didn't know what to do.

I knew we

weren't going to put a fire out over there.
roaring.

You could see from the FDR.

You could see

the thing was going, thick, black smoke.
floors of fire.

It was

You could see

I mean, you see it on the news.

You

could see the whole thing was burning.
We went with him, and that's where it pretty
much ended for us until I got caught in that cloud of
debris when it hit, that cloud, you know, blowing all
over the place, but that was it.
Q.

Is there anything else that you can think of

that might be pertinent?
A.

When I came out, all the people that I saw in

the lobby, I remember seeing a guy filming in the
lobby.

There was a guy with a video camera in the
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lobby filming.
Q.

Fireman?

A.

He look like -- you know, might have been a

light-duty guy.

Civilian?

He looked like he had a firemen

uniform, but he didn't have bunker gear on.
had the coat on and blue pants.

He just

It looked like a

fireman, but it didn't look like -- he wasn't
wearing -- he didn't have bunker gear on, and he wasn't
wearing a helmet.

Just he had a camera, and I remember

him filming with a camera, and it wasn't like the
amateur ones.

It looked like a professional looking

camera that he had.
I remember guys -- when we got out, I had
heard that the other building collapsed, but I didn't
know the extent of the collapse.

I thought maybe it

was a partial collapse, part of it broke off, floors
collapsed, and I can remember coming out and seeing,
you know, the ribs to the towers sticking in the
street, but the front of West Street in front of the
north tower was clear.
I walked out and didn't have a problem.
There was nothing in my way to walk out.

Just that

layer of powder in the street, four to six inches of
powder, that dust or whatever it was, papers and stuff
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like that in the street.

That was it.

When you see people coming -- like I said,
everybody was coming down.

There were firemen coming

down when I came down, but nothing that I can remember
vividly.
Even all the civilians, I only remember one
civilian because I saw him on the news.
blind guy with the dog.

He was the

That is the only one -- if I

had to pick somebody out of a lineup, I could probably
pick that guy out of the lineup, because I remember
petting the dog on the way up.

He said the seeing-eye

dog coming down the stairs.
That's the only guy, but otherwise, I can't
remember too much faces.

Two years on the job, you

don't know that many people.

I was on the rotation.

I

was only there just under a year, so I recognized the
guys that were in the battalion, you know, cause you
get detailed, but the rescue, I did hear that
transmission about the rescue, and I remember hearing
the transmission about finding the officer from Engine
1, but that was it.
I remember seeing some people jumping and
pretty much...
BATTALION CHIEF MC GRATH:

I want to thank
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you very much for the interview.

I'm sure some of

the information will be very, very helpful.
The time is 11:46.

This interview took place

in the quarters of Engine 153 in Staten Island.
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It's 11:58 a.m., and

this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan,
Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of
the City of New York.

I am conducting an

interview with Lieutenant Francis Farrington
of Engine 76, in the quarters of Engine 76.
Q.

Francis, just tell me the events as you

recall them on September 11th.
A.

We were in the firehouse and we had

seen -- we had the television on and we saw some
tape of the first plane into the first building.
Q.

The north tower.

A.

The north tower.

At that time the

second plane struck the second tower and
immediately Chief Picciotto contacted the
dispatcher and informed him that we needed to
double the response assignment.

He jumped in his

battalion car and he responded, informed the
dispatcher he was going to the World Trade
Center.
Shortly thereafter we received a
ticket, and the ticket was for the second fifth
alarm for the second tower.
due on the second fifth.

We responded second
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We responded down the West Side
Highway.

Approximately three blocks from the

World Trade Center, we received a radio
transmission from the Manhattan dispatcher that
advised all the units responding in on the second
fifth alarm to report in to the command post on
West Street.
We momentarily parked the apparatus
under the pedestrian bridge just north of Liberty
Street.

We exited the apparatus.

The chauffeur

positioned, attempted to take a position on the
north side of the towers to impede the Siamese.
I'm sure he can inform you the specifics on that
if he hasn't done so already.
At that point we directed our members
to return with rollups, so we set up in front of
Two World Financial Center on West Street.

The

command post and staging area was located in
front of a parking garage.
We reported in, we stand fast.

We were

waiting for our assignment when the south tower
collapsed.

At that point my members and myself

and some other companies took refuge into the
parking garage.

We felt that was our best
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We headed into the

garage.
My concern at that point was to shelter
my company and also find an alternative means out
of the garage.

I did a quick check in the

building and I found -- I hoped to find and I did
find a stairway leading up to the garage.

We

found the exit, hooked up a search rope and we
stretched the search rope back into the garage,
because at that point various personnel, civilian
and firemen personnel, had scattered at that
point.
We got them on the search rope, got
them up into the tower, up about two flights.

We

were on the west side of Two World Financial
Center and were heading towards the water.
didn't receive orders at that point.

We

We tried to

regroup in the staging area along the Hudson
River at that point.
We awaited orders at that point when
the second tower -- we were forming up in the
staging area when the second tower collapsed.
Q.

Where exactly was the staging area?

A.

We attempted to find the staging area
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at Vesey and north river.
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Different battalions

were reporting in, and we were trying to group
together.

At that point or shortly thereafter,

the second tower collapsed.
After it had collapsed, we regrouped
and were ordered by the command chief -- I don't
know his name -- to conduct a perimeter search
along Vesey Street and West Street.

We did so.

The conditions were very quiet and very poor
visibility.

It was almost like we had a blizzard

there.
During the search we were ordered by
one of the battalions to move north above -towards Stuyvesant High School -- under the
overpass at Chambers Street, because at that
point it was feared that Six World Trade Center
was going to collapse.

It did so later in the

afternoon.
While at the command post some people I
saw that eventually were, killed or missing,
Chief Ganci, Donald Burns, Chief Downey, Captain
Stackpole, Chaplain Juose.

As I was crossing

West Street, I saw Safety Chief or SOC Chief
Paolillo.
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That's pretty much the story at that
point.
know.

If there's any other people, I'll let you
As far as companies reporting in, Ladder

22 was with us at the staging area and ordered
into the building.

I believe they were ordered

into the south tower, and they were on their way
through the north tower, I believe, into the
south tower when the south tower came down.

They

were apparently inundated and buried in the
lobby.

Their members could probably give you

more specifics there.
Reports of Ladder 25, I didn't see them
directly, but some of the men reported they saw
them entering an elevator and were never heard
from again.

Lieutenant Nichols talks about

contact with people in 4 Truck, so he may be able
to give you more information.

He's in Engine 74.

I think that's it for now.

If I had

more, I'd give it to you.
CHIEF KENAHAN:

The time now is 12:05,

and this interview is concluded.
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MR. FEILER: Today's date is January
28th, 2002. The time now is 1003 hours.
This is Investigator Monty Feiler with the
Fire Department of the City of New York.
I'm conducting an interview with the
following individual.
Please state your name, rank and
assigned area of command.
MR. FELICE: Michael Felice, department
director, Fleet Services.
MR. FEILER: Regarding the events of
September 11th, 2001.
Q. If you can just tell us on the morning
of September 11th how you became aware of the
incident and what actions were taken.
A. Approximately 8:45 I received a page on
my pager, and it stated that it was a third
alarm, a plane crashed into the World Trade
Center. I looked outside, and I basically saw it
was a beautiful, clear day. The first thing that
came to my mind is a small little Cessna flying
around Manhattan and maybe the wing clipped the
building.
So within minutes I received another
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page, and it was a fifth alarm, a plane crashed
into the World Trade Center. At that point we
put the news on the television, and we actually saw smoke coming from the
tower.
Basically what happened at that point I realized that it was more serious
than a small Piper wing clipping the tower. I went up to the
roof of this building, and I had a clear view of the tower and I can see smoke just
pouring out of the tower. At that point is when the second
plane went into the south tower. The south tower was struck with the second
plane.
At that point I came downstairs and I
picked up my coat and my handy talky. Tony
DeMaio and myself responded to the incident,
because we knew that there was going to be plenty
of apparatus there. We were going to bring
mechanics there to make sure that everything
pertaining to fleet services was under control.
So we left together, and we had a
problem getting through the Midtown Tunnel
because of a major traffic jam. We also picked
up some firefighters that abandoned their
personal vehicle heading towards the Midtown
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Tunnel. They came with us. They got in our car.
A Police Department van was in front of
us, and they sort of made room for us to get by.
Once we got by the major traffic jam right over
here in Long Island City, heading to the Queens
Midtown Tunnel, we were flying at that point.
There was no traffic in front of us, and we shot
through the tunnel, shot downtown.
We got to the scene, and I guess we
probably parked -- we got down to West Street,
and I guess we were around -- it would either be
Murray or Barclay, somewhere in that area,
because there were fire trucks lined up. We got
as close as we can get.
Then we grabbed our jackets and our
turnout coats and radios, and we walked towards
the tower. Generally we would go up as close as
we can get where the equipment is and see if
anything was operating at that point.
While we were walking towards the north
tower, at that point the south tower already came
down. The south tower already came down, and we
were walking towards the north tower. We
probably would have walked right up to the
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command post.
We passed underneath a bridge, a foot
bridge. We passed underneath a foot bridge. I
remember that. I'm looking at this tower, and
Tony DeMaio was with me. I can remember telling
him, "Tony, I don't believe what I'm seeing. I
can't believe this, you know, the smoke pouring
out."
All at once as I'm looking at it, I see
chunks of the tower starting to come down and it
was picking up speed. I can remember saying,
"It's coming down." Right at that point
firefighters were rushing past us. I almost got
knocked over. I turned around and said, "Tony,
run."
I can remember turning around, and
things were flying out of my pockets. I couldn't
worry about that at that point, because I was
running. I ran to the left, and Tony ran to the
right. I'm looking back, and I said, "God, look
at this!" I can remember saying that. I could
see this cloud following.
The corner of my eye, I saw
firefighters diving into a doorway. There was a
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woman standing at the door holding this door
open, a steel door, and they were diving in. I
said I'm going to go in that direction. So I
went to the left, and I went that building.
When I got into the building, it was a
school. Right after I got in, the door was
slammed closed. At that point is when all the
soot and debris was whooshing by. When I got
into the building there, I see firefighters
laying on the floor coughing up smoke and stuff.
They were laying down on the ground.
I was concerned for myself at that
point also because I said I don't know really
where I am and how safe I am. All I know is
outside there's a big building coming down, and
is it going to come on top of this small building
and just crush it? I don't know.
I was in there for approximately, I
don't know, maybe ten minutes. It seemed like
forever. Basically when we opened the door to go
out, you can just about see your hand in front of
your face at that point. There was a lot of dust
still in the air. The building was down at that
point, but the dust was all over.

M. FELICE

7

I tried to raise Tony DeMaio on the
radio, and I couldn't get him on the radio. I
was getting nervous because I didn't know -- I
knew he ran to the right, but I didn't know if he
was able to get himself protected somewhere.
I was walking around looking for Tony
and any of the mechanics. I knew that Tom Curty
was there. About a half hour later is when I
sort of met up with them. For that half hour I
was trying to raise whoever I could on the radio,
and I was getting no response. Finally we met
up.
Q. What frequently were you using?
A. We were using -- you know, I don't
remember.
Q. Was that the 400 frequency? The 800 or
400? The fleet services tower?
A. Right, right.
We met up, and we all got together.
Probably by now like an hour passed by. There
was so much soot and smoke and dust in the air
you couldn't even at that point get too much
closer to the tower where the tower was yet until
things settled down a little more.
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The rest, we just tried to recover
whatever vehicles we could recover to get them
back. We knew that there was a lot of vehicles
that were gone and a lot of vehicles that were
disabled that maybe could be repaired.
Then for the next week we did the best
we could to get whatever vehicles we could
repaired and back on the street so the citizens
of the city can still have the protection that
they had. We lost almost 100 pieces, and we
probably repaired 200 pieces to get them back out
on the street.
We were towing them into the shop here.
All the windows were blown out, and the mechanics
were digging in and getting all the dust and
concrete powder out. We were cleaning with
hoses, putting glass back in them and getting
them back out, you know.
We spent the next week doing that. We
were working 12 to 16 hours a day, 7 days in a
row, 7 days a week.
Q. The firefighters that you dropped off,
do you know where you dropped them off?
A. Yeah. One firefighter asked us to be
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dropped off at his company. I don't remember the
company, but it was on the way, and we just
momentarily just stopped in the middle of the
street, virtually. He said, "Okay. My house is
right here." I said, "Okay. Good luck."
I said, "Most likely, your company's
gone. They're down there." What I meant by
that, "gone," I meant gone out of the firehouse;
they're at the job. He said, "Okay." I said,
"Good luck."
The other two guys, they came with us
all the way down to the job.
Q. Okay. So wherever you parked your
car -- you said it was West Street and -A. It was on West Street, right on West
Street. We got as far as we can get. Then it
was just fire trucks and ambulances.
Q. Did you get their names?
A. Excuse me?
Q. Did you get their names?
A. Of the firefighters?
Q. Yeah.
A. No, I did not. It was just chaotic.
Q. Did you ever get to the command post?
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A. No, never got to the command post. We
were heading basically -- that little traffic jam
we hit heading to the Midtown Tunnel. If we had
been able to get right to the tunnel without that
little bit of a traffic jam, we would have been
at the command post, because we're only talking
two minutes in time.
I didn't waste any time. There was no
time wasted picking up the firefighters. We were
stopped. They just abandoned their car. They
abandoned their car on this viaduct heading to
the Midtown Tunnel, their civilian car. They had
a helmet in their hand and a coat, and they got
in our car.
The two of them came right with us down
to the scene. One of them we dropped off at his
house. I forget what house it was. I didn't
think of getting their names.
Everything was -- all I could remember
was on the way was seeing people -- it was
unbelievable. No one was crossing the street.
People were just standing on the sides, looking
at the tower. There was no traffic. Nothing was
moving. We were flying downtown. Nothing was
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moving. Nothing in our way. Everything was just
stopped. People were just on sidewalks. They
weren't crossing the street. I can remember
that.
We weren't talking much in the car
either on the way down. It was like everybody
was nervous because we didn't know, you know.
I've been to plenty of different things before,
but nothing like that. Of course nobody has.
Q. Is there anything else you think is
important that you want to add?
A. I can't think of anything right now.
Q. The department thanks you for
cooperating with this.
MR. FEILER: We'll conclude the
interview at 1015 hours.
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MR. RADENBERG:

Today is November 9, 2001.

I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department of the
City of New York.

The time is now 0756 hours.

Q.

I'm conducting an interview with --

A.

John Felidi, Battalion 20, 2985.

Q.

Okay.

Mr. Felidi is an EMT.

This interview

is being conducted at EMS Battalion 20 regarding the
events of September 11, 2001.
John, begin with when you were assigned to
the job, where you were, et cetera?
A.

I was at the station in the morning when we

were watching the news and they were showing pictures
of what was happening at the World Trade Center, that a
plane hit the tower.

At that point, Chief Basile came

in and said John, take the LSU truck down to the World
Trade Center.

So, that's what I did.

Took the West

Side Highway all the way down.
I got to about the West Side Highway, between
Barclay and Vesey Street.

I couldn't go any further,

so I parked the vehicle there and spoke to Chief
Villani.

I told him I couldn't go any further, due to

the mass of emergency vehicles that were down there.
So he told me go down, to take the vehicle and put it
on the other side of the West Side Highway, which is
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the west -- the west side of the highway there.
did.

So I

I went down to -- took the West Side Highway back

to Murray Street, made a left on Murray Street, came up
North End, came down Vesey Street and I parked
approximately right in this area here, which is the
West Side Highway and Vesey Street, right here.
Q.

So, right by like 7 World Financial Center?

A.

Correct.

Q.

The American Express building?

A.

Right near there.

We were doing some

triaging, triaging a couple of patients, here and
there.

We were ordered to evacuate that area.

didn't give me a reason why.

So that's what I did.

pushed down to North End and Vesey.

We heard a rumble.

We

At that point in

time we were also doing some triaging.
are down there.

They

We -- now we

I heard the rumble

and looked in the back of me all I seen was a monstrous
-- I can't even describe it.

A cloud.

Looked like

debris, dust.
We ran down to North End between Murray and
Vesey Street.

There was a -- I think there is a -- I

thought there was a hotel and office building right
there.
bad.

We ran in there.

The cloud was really really

So we ran in there and we waited until it
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subsided.

That was about like 10, 15 minutes went by.

I was down there, I lost track of time so I really
can't -- even speak about time.
So after that happened, we found out that the
second tower that was hit collapsed.
started triaging again.

We went back out,

We asked a fireman that we

had, a Captain from one of the -- actually, I don't
even know what his name was -- what Battalion or
whichever he was at.

We were triaging there.

There

was so much debris down there, like you were covered.
At one point while we were triaging again, we
were told to evacuate the area because the other tower
was about to collapse.

At that point in time I tried

to jump in the vehicle and the only thing I remember is
getting into the vehicle.

I didn't even have time to

put the key in the ignition and that was it.

That was

so -- I mean I think I was closer to that tower than
this one.
Q.

Yes, number 1.

The north tower.

A.

Right, that's the one.

That it was so dark

down there that I couldn't even see in front of me.

I

tried even moving the vehicle about two feet but I
couldn't do it, because people are running everywhere.
We had EMS personnel in the middle of the street.

We
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had the New York City Police Department running.

I

seen a couple of firemen running by me, so all I did
was get in the vehicle, stay there until -- actually it
came to a stand still.
That was about a few minutes.
while.

That was a

The first time I got covered with it.

The

second time we knew that it was going to collapse.
were told to evacuate the area.

That was it.

We

I got

into the vehicle, put the key in and I couldn't even go
anywhere.
About 15 minutes went by.

We started

triaging in -- I don't remember, I think the Ambassador
or the Embassy.
Q.

Embassy?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Embassy Suites?

A.

Right.

We started triaging in there and we

were getting hit heavy with patients.

About -- I'm

giving you a rough estimate because I really don't
remember the time.

About 20 minutes to half an hour

went by, we were told to evacuate that area due to
major gas leaks in the area.

At that point in time I

started putting some of the equipment that I had.

I

left a lot of equipment down there because in the 21
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years I have been there, I have never never seen
anything like this.

Never.

We were told to evacuate the area and we were
told to proceed down North End to Chambers, take the
West Side Highway up to Chelsea Piers, 23 Street.

At

that point in time I think, I picked up Chief Pascale.
I put her in the truck and I think there was also a
Lieutenant and her aide, because they needed a ride up
to the Chelsea Piers.
Dario Gonzalez.

I even seen Dario Gonzalez, Dr.

I seen him down there.

I seen

numerous people from the Battalion down there.
There was one point in time that we were
scared shit.

What scared the shit out of me was we

were down there and all we heard was another aircraft
coming, but it turned out to be, I don't know, an F-15.
Let me tell you something you never seen
anybody stand still, because you didn't know where to
run, honestly.

We evacuated that area and went down to

Chelsea Piers.

I started setting up a triage area down

there and at that point in time I stood there until I
was relieved.
Q.

I came back to the station.

Okay.

When you got to west side and Vesey

and you saw Chief Villani, do you remember seeing any
other people down there that you recognized?
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A.

I remember -- after the collapse I remember

seeing Chief Basile.

He was covered in debris because

he was one of the Chiefs that I believe I think was in
the pedestrian walkway when it collapsed.

Also I saw

Louie Cook down there, who was the ALS coordinator next
door, in the division.

They were covered in -- full of

debris.
Q.

Do you remember where you saw them?

A.

About right here when we were down by triage,

in this area.

it.

Q.

By North End and Vesey?

A.

Yes, the hotel down there.

Q.

Yes, that's the Embassy I believe.

A.

Yes.

In fact I don't remember the name of

I know it's right here.
Q.

All right.

Do you recall anybody with Chief

Villani when you first arrived?
A.
name.

I seen a Lieutenant, but I don't know his

I really don't know his name.

Q.

All right.

Other EMS ambulances down in the

area?
A.

I seen one of the new MERVs from Manhattan.

I know it was Manhattan because it was one of the new
ones.

One of the last ones we got in.

I seen people
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getting triaged in the MERV, but I couldn't tell you
who they -- what their names or anything like that.
Q.

Okay.

No problem.

Heading up to Chelsea

Piers, you picked up Chief Pascale and her aide?

up?

A.

Right.

Q.

Do you remember roughly where you picked them

Was it somewhere over here on North End or -A.

No, I think it was near West Side Highway.

I

think around or past Chambers Street.
Q.

North of Chambers?

A.

Yes.

I think -- she was -- as a matter of

fact, I seen her when we were triaging in that
building.

But then after the second collapse,

everybody scattered and I didn't see her until -- up in
that area.
Q.

Like Chambers and the West Side Highway.

Okay.

When tower one came down you rode that

out in the LSU?
A.

No, that one, what I did was --

Q.

Tower one was the second tower to fall.

A.

Right.

When the second tower fell I was

right here in this area here.

I heard the rumble.

Sorry, that was the first tower that fell.
rumble.
Q.

I heard the

We were in this area here.
Right.

West Side Highway and Vesey?
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A.

Right.

So when that collapsed, I felt a

tremor and I ran towards North End, but we had a cloud
following us, so I ran around the corner to try to
avoid it.

It came down Vesey Street.

Then it came

down also Murray, so I was stuck right in the middle of
that area.

The only thing I could do was duck and ran

into that building, but I got covered in debris because
by the time I turned the block here, it caught me.
Q.

Right.

A.

When the second tower fell, that one we were

right here in this area here again.

That one was more,

like I would say more powerful, because I was closer to
it.

That one I got full of debris.

when I jumped into the LSU truck.

Also, that was

I didn't get a

chance to put the key in, you know.
Because the first time, I believe it was the
first tower that fell, the LSU truck was here and I
ran.

I left the truck.

I ran around the corner, but

when the second tower fell, I never forget that sound.
It sounded like a freight train passing by.

I never

forget that sound, never forget that sound.

Like a

freight train.
Q.

Okay.

Anything else you would like to add,

thoughts or comments or anything like that?

No?
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MR. RADENBERG:
much.

Okay.

John, I thank you very

The time is now 0708 hours.

is concluded.

This interview
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CHRISTOPHER ECCLESTON:
time is 9:57.

Today’s date is October 11, 2001.

The

My name is Christopher Eccleston of the Fire Department

of the City of New York.
following individual.

I’m conducting and interview with the

Please state your name, title, rank, and assigned

command area of the Fire Department of the City of New York regarding
the events of September 11th, 2001.
PASQUALE FELITTI: My name is Pasquale Felitti, I’m an EMT assigned
to EMS Battalion 4.
Q:

Were you assigned to the World Trade Center disaster on

September 11th, 2001?

it.

A:

Yes.

Q:

En route to this call, what did you see?

A:

You could see the North Tower with a big hole in the side of

It was kind of chaotic,
Q:

people running away from it.

When you arrived on the scene, where did you park your

vehicle?
A:

Parked in between Fulton and Dey street on Church Street.

Q:

Can you indicate on the map we provided for you with a 1,

the location where you were?

Okay?

A:

Vehicle 108.

Q:

Vehicle 108, okay.

And what vehicle were you in?

When you arrived there, did any

civilians report anything to you?
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A:

No, they just kind pointed us over to another EMS crew where

there was people hurt.
Q:

Whom did you first report to when you arrived?

A:

When we first got there, we didn’t report to anybody, there

was no one there.

It was us, a New York Downtown unit, 4 Henry was on

the scene, and 1 Adam.

We went over to medic unit, the Downtown unit,

and we helped out over there. When the second plane hit, me and my
partner were separated.

I wound up going with Lt. Melarango towards the

South tower to get people out.

We didn’t go into it but towards there.

My partner went with a cop who led him over to a church.

There were

patients over there. We got separated until the following day.
Q:

Okay, what time approximately did you arrive on the scene?

A:

We were coming out of New York downtown hospital when the

first plane hit.
Q:

I think we were actually 98.

So the first plane crashed in at 9:06.

So it was shortly

after that?
A:

Yeah, right away.

Right after the first plane hit.

Q:

8:48, so you arrived shortly after that?

Okay, I’m sorry.

What did you do between the time the first plane hit and the second
plane hit?
A:

We were treating the ambulatory patients. Whoever was left

in the area after walking wounded, we just picked up, put them in
a bus and got them out of there.
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Q:

Then you said after the second plane hit you went

somewhere with Lieutenant…?
A:

Melarango

Q:

Where did you go?

A:

Towards the south tower, which was just hit.

between building 5 and building 4.

We came in

Cause people were coming out.

We

were just directing traffic. Telling them “walk that way”, up towards
Church Street, Dey Street, over there.
Q:

What did you do once you got over there?

A:

Just directed traffic and stuff.

plane hit.

That was after the second

Then they sent me back to go find my partner.

back, me and (inaudible) were

When I came

separated, so I wound up moving the

vehicle around to the staging area, which was Vesey and West Street.
Q:

Okay, so just indicate on the map with a number 2, where you

moved the vehicle to?
A:

Okay, I never actually got to Vesey street.

I was blocked

by fire apparatus on the Westside Highway.
Q:

So you never entered any of the World Trade Center

buildings?
A:
Q:

No, we didn’t go into them.
What happened after you got over to Vesey and West?
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A:

I was at the first triage center, which is on the corner of

West and Vesey Street. I was with Mike D’Angelo, who is one of the
communications guys that was there.
first tower started to collapse.

I was triaging over there, when the

When the South Tower collapsed, we

evacuated up Vesey Street towards Fulton. Yeah, when the first tower
went down, we were right on Vesey Street.
Q:

And what did you do in between the time when the first tower

collapsed and the second tower?
A:

Just re-grouped, there was a lot of dust, you know, a lot of

people walking around.

They started to set up a triage in a second

building in between Vesey and Murray Street, around that area.
fireman was complaining of

back pain.

A

He said he was hit by debris and

stuff that was falling from the first one.

So as we started to triage

him, it was awhile after the first building fell, they were like an hour
apart, so I guess it was about 15 or 20 minutes after the first one fell
that he made his way out to us.

As we were assesing him, he said the

second building was starting to fall.

So me and, I forget the guys

name, me and a MetroCare paramedic, we put him into a St. Luke’s
ambulance that was running, and we transported him to St. Vincent’s
Hospital.

That was after the second building collapsed.

were--he had broken ribs.

We think it was a punctured lung because he

had no lung sounds on the right side.

So we transported him to 21 after

the second building collapsed.
Q:

His injuries

You weren’t with the St. Luke’s crew?

6

P. FELITTI

A:
running.

No, the St. Luke’s Crew wasn’t there, they left the bus
Cause what happened when the first building collapsed, the

Lieutenants and stuff along the side on Vesey Street said take any
ambulance that’s running and move it.
the patient.
just

So people moving them.

We got

There was a St. Lukes bus there. It was running. So we

loaded him up and took off.
Q:

Who is the person you were with?

A:

It was myself.

MetroCare.
Q:

I was driving, and the paramedic from

Paul, I think his name was.
Okay.

Do you know approximately what time this was?

This

was after the Second Tower?
A:

After the Second Collapse.

Q:

Okay, the Second Tower collapsed at 10:29.

A:

Between 10:30 and 10:40 is when we left.

Cause there was

still dust everywhere. You couldn’t see where you were going.
Q:

Okay, and you brought this patient to hospital…?

A:

21, St. Vincent’s.

Q:

Okay, and from St. Vincent’s?

A:

From St. Vincent’s we went back down to the Chelsea Pier’s

staging.

That’s where they had all the ambulances staging.

Q:

Do you know about what time you got back to Chelsea Piers?

A:

Probably between 10:45 and 11:00, give or take.
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Q:

Okay.

A:

Yeah, around that time.

Q:

Okay, and what did you do after you got to the Chelsea

station?
A:

I reported to the Lieutenant there, I forget who it was.

told him I was half crew.

I

We wound up taking a group of doctors from

there to South Street, the ferry where they had set up another triage
area.

So me and a guy from the Bronx, who was just one of the vehicle

movers or something like that.
ferry.

Me and him took the doctors over to the

They sent--they left me over there.

That’s where I spent the

remainder of the day from there from about 11:00 to 4 or 5 in the
afternoon.
Q:

And what did you see over at the triage area?

A:

At the triage they did—walking wounded.

brought in a couple of firemen and police officers.

I think they
Stuff like that.

Not much came through there. Yeah firefighters and some police.
Q:

Do you remember what any of their names were?

A:

No, I don’t remember.

Q:

Okay, that’s fine.

Is there anything else you would like to

tell me about the events that happened up until approximately 12 noon on
this day?
A:

Not much, I mean, I think we did triage a little too close

to the actual MCI.

I mean, nobody knew the building was gonna fall like

that, but, I mean, I think the engineers or somebody should have gotten
there faster keep the firemen out. Like they
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said on the news about the jet fuel, it burns at 3,000 degrees or
something.

I mean, no one ever expected something like this, so you

can’t say the Fire Department got caught without their pants.
Q:

Did you make any radio communications during this time that

would be important for us to know about?

me.

A:

Just that we were transporting one to St. Vincent’s.

Q:

Okay, anything else that you would like to add?

A:

No.

Q:

Okay, I thank you very much for having this interview with

This interview is concluded at 10:06 AM.

cassette player is 169.
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Today's date is
The time is exactly

This is Chief Lakiotes, Safety

Command of the New York City Fire
Department.

I'm conducting an interview

with -CHIEF FELLINI:

Chief Frank Fellini,

operations.
CHIEF LAKIOTES:

-- regarding the

events of September 11th, 2001.
Q.

Frank, would you tell us where you were

as you were responding to the incident.
A.

I was home.

It was an off tour for me.

My wife called me down to look at the TV.

A

plane had struck a tower, the north tower, of the
World Trade Center.
plane hit.
phone rang.

As I watched, the second

Almost exactly the same time, the
It was Pat Cotton, my aide.

him, "Let's go."

He picked me up.

I told

Prior to

getting to the house, the first tower came down.
As we were responding, we were just
about at the point where the Brooklyn-Queens
Expressway and the Long Island Expressway meet,
we saw the second tower come down.

F. FELLINI
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When I actually got to West Street,
Chief Callan was there, Chief Turi was there.
was told that everyone else was dead.

I

At some

point after that, Chief Nigro and Chief Cruthers
arrived where the command post was.

It was

agreed that they would handle the command post
and I would take over the operations post on West
and Vesey.
The major concern at that time at that
particular location was number Seven, building
number seven, which had taken a big hit from the
north tower.

When it fell, it ripped steel out

from between the third and sixth floors across
the facade on Vesey Street.

We were concerned

that the fires on several floors and the missing
steel would result in the building collapsing.
So for the next five or six hours we
kept firefighters from working anywhere near that
building, which included the whole north side of
the World Trade Center complex.

Eventually

around 5:00 or a little after, building number
seven came down.
We just started organizing things on
the north side of the north foot bridge to remove

F. FELLINI
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apparatus that was moveable and recover the
bodies that we could locate and remove -- in the
meantime the job was sectored with Chiefs Blaich,
Visconti, Hayden and Haring, having different
sectors of the World Trade Center complex.
Blaich, Hayden and Visconti were all working
south in the north tower, the north bridge.
Chief Haring was by City Hall Park on the Church
Street side of the operation.
At some point in the afternoon prior to
number seven coming down, Chief Nigro, Chief
Callan, Chief Cruthers, Chief Meyers, Chief
Butler and I had a meeting in the auditorium of
the high school that was located around Murray
Street.
Q.

Stuyvesant?

A.

Yeah.

We decided how we would break up

and handle the situation as far as who was going
to stay and who would go back and go home and
return at a later time.

That started the

shifting and the way we shifted personnel at the
command level at the World Trade Center.
All I can remember is speaking to one
person every, it seemed like two minutes who had

F. FELLINI
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a problem or wanted to do something or needed
something, or had something to offer.

It was

just continuous for 15 or 20 hours at a time
dealing with one individual after another.
At that time my major concern was to
get through the north bridge so that we could
unite the whole site along West Street and start
working where we would support each other and the
heavy equipment could move.
Fairly quickly, within a day or two, we
had the north side of the north bridge cleared.
By the end of the week, we were through the north
bridge and had connected West Street.

We could

move equipment and trucks.
That was to me the key to the whole job
was the trucks.

If we could keep the trucks

moving and take debris out of there and material
was searched and removed, the site became that
much smaller.
It was probably 48 when we started.

We

knew that the footprint of the World Trade Center
was 16 acres.

Within three or four weeks, we

were within the footprint.

Now the work was

concentrated at the two towers, the bathtub area,

F. FELLINI

6

which was basically 200 by 800.
That's it.
Q.

I can't --

What you're saying is arriving after

the collapse you have no knowledge of where
anybody was sent or what assignments were given
out up to that point?
A.

No.

I consider it a gift from God that

I got there after the collapse, not just because
of the physical aspects but because of what the
people who were there earlier saw.

They're going

to carry some of this a long time.
CHIEF LAKIOTES:

This concludes the

interview at approximately 1710.
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PATIENTS

GOTTA GO BACK IN THERE

LIKE

BUT

DIDNT

WE HAD

PATIENT

THERE

PATIENT

OUT THE BUILDING

SURE

MY

HIGH SCHOOL THEY

WE HAD

ABOUT GOING TO GET HIS

MI

CHAMBERS

TO

NOTICED THAT

TOOK OVER

JUST

HE

IT

HIS

CALLING

CHAOS AND

TOTAL

IN THE

WENT BACK GOT

HES

AROUND

DRIVING

SOMEHOW GO BACK

HERE

RIGHT

GLASS

ITS

IM

WOWTHAT

HAVING

LIKE

YO

AN

NOT

WAS ONE

MI

BUT HE

YOU HAVING

AN

ME MY PARTNER WAS LIKE WERE

MEDIC HERE SO

IM

ALRIGHT

IM
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ILL

AIRIGHT

SCHOOL AT

GO BACK

THAT

TIME THERE WAS PEOPLE

OXYGEN TAKING

CAUSE

SCOTT

PACKS AND RUNNING

THERES

IM

LOT OF PEOPLE

SEEN

LIKE

JUST

MAN

SITTING

HAD

ME

THE TIME

KNOWTHERES

SO

IN THE BUILDING

STILL

THERE IN AMAZEMENT

GONE

FRUSTRATED

THE

NEW YORK

STAYED ON

BASICALLY

WAS THEY WASNT

CITY

ITS

WHEN

TO THINK

IN THAT

WE SHOWED UP
PEOPLE IN THERE

IS

RESTOCKING

MEAN

BASICALLY

SKYLINE

CHAMBERS

GONNA TAKE YOUR

JUST

PEOPLE

LIKE

OUR STUFF

ALL

THIS

ALL

NOBODY WOULD HAVE EVER THOUGHT THEM BUILDINGS

THESE TWO BUILDINGS

REALLY

KNOW THERES

THE BUILDING

IN

RUNNING

GONNA NEED

HIGH

STUYVESANT

WERE

LIKE

DIDNT KNOW WHAT

WAS LIKE DANG

HIGH SCHOOL

STUYVESANT

ON

COME BACK SO THATS

WAS REALLYCAUSE

AT

OUR BUS JUST TAKING

HANDS

AND YOU AINT

RE STOCK THEN

BELLVUE SO JUST

AT

OUT THERE

CHILL

RAPING

JUST

THEY CAN GET THEIR

LOT OF PATIENTS

THE WHOLE TIME

THERE

TO THE

EVERYTHING

BUS AND JUST THERES

STATION

COMMAND AND JUST

JUST

STAYED

GOT TO

BUILDING

GETTING

IN

KNOW

WOULD COME DOWN

DEPLETED

JUST

MEAN THE

NOWWITH

ONLY THING THAT

GO BACK DOWN THERE

REALLY TRYING TO LET US

AFTER THE COLLAPSE OF THE SECOND BUILDING

YEAH
THEY HAD
THERE HAD

LET

US GO

LOT OF

TO BE

THEY WASNT TRYING

THE SECOND BUILDING

EMS

PERSONNEL

KNOW THERE WAS

SOME PEOPLE TRAPPED UNDER TRUCKS

DOWN

THATS THE ONLY THING

WAS UNSAFE CAUSE

OCLOCK SO

GUESS AFTER THAT

STILL

WANTED

CAME

DOWN

JUST

PEOPLE

KNOW THAT

REALLY

WAS JUST WONDERING THEY

TO LET US

TO

AROUND GROUND ZERO
BUT THEY WASNT

KNOW WHY

WELL

GO DOWN THERE

TRYING

UNDERSTAND

AFTER

DIDNT COME DOWN UNTIL

KEPT US COOPED UP IN THERE FOR

LONG

TO

IT

LIKE
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TIME

IT

THEY WOULD OCCASIONALLY

WAS MESSED

UP

EVERYBODY TALKING ABOUT

MEAN WE

COMING
RADIO

WE WAS JUST

THERE

WE SEE

AMBULANCE

LIKE

JUST

WAS HIT

HIGH

SCHOOL FOR THE WHOLE TIME

THANK HIM

HARD

FOR THAT

AMERICAN EXPRESS BUILDING
MORGUE TOO
LATER

WAS HAPPY

KNOW

THAT

IT

WAS

ON

TIME
TV

FROM THE FBI
BAD

FEEL REALLY

THERE

THERES

ANOTHER PLANE

AND WE DIDNT HAVE

AGENTS OR AGENTS

FOR THE PEOPLE

BUILDINGS

OTHER THAN THAT

OCCASIONALLY

WAS HAPPY

THAT

WAS BASICALLY

NO NOT

ALL

TO SEE

IM

SET

THAT

LET

SEEN

PERIOD

PEOPLE GO BACK

THEM

IN

JUST

SECOND AIRPLANE

STUYVESANT

IT

THE

MAKE

AS

WENT DOWN THERE

MEMBERS FROM MY

WAS

HEARD THAT AN

DOWN TO

CAME DOWN THEY HAD

THEY HAD

WAS ON

UP ON THE CHURCH SIDE

WE WAS JUST COOPED UP

THEY

DOWN

PARTNER FOR BEING

MY

WHEN THAT

WAS DOWN THERE

AFTER THAT

MEMBERS FROM EMS

TRIAGE

COLLAPSED AND

LATER THAT NIGHT AFTER

MORGUE

REALLY THANK

WAS ANOTHER

WAS JUST HAPPY WHEN

TO SEE

CITY

HAPPY

DO

COME

BATTALION

BUSSES FOR THE

TO SEE FAMILIAR

TO

EMS

FACES THAT

SORRY FOR NOT KNOWING THE TIMES

PROBLEM

WASNT WORRIED
THERE

RIGHT

CAUSE

WHEN THE

REALLY

ALL

IT

THATS WHY

GOT CRUSHED ON THAT SIDE

HIT

WORKERSAND

THAT

CAUSE THEY REALLY TOOK THE BRUNT OF THE DEBRIS ON THAT SIDE

GUESS THEY

UP

MEAN

RUNNING

LETS GO TO THE VESEY SIDE

MORGUE DUTY

AROUND

WAY WE HEARD

GOING OUR

AND

SHIFT

WENT BACK OUT AND WALKED AROUND

DIDNT KNOW BECAUSE WE DIDNT HAVE

PEOPLE JUST

THE CHURCH SIDE

US GO BACK OUT

LET

RIGHT

ABOUT KNOWING THE TIMES

WAS JUST

TRYING

TO GET

UP OUTTA

12
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THATS

DOWN THERE

THATS

ALREADY IN

SAID

IJUST

KNOW THAT

SPENT THE NIGHT

THE BEGINNING

STREET

THAT

WHEN YOU WERE

OKAY AND YOU

YOU AND SEAN

STARTING

HEARD 31

ADAM

31

ADAM WAS

MANHATTAN

NO AS
THAT

IN

BREAKFAST ON FULTON

WERE GETTING

MY KNOWLEDGE

KNOW

ALL

YOU

THE BEST OF

JUST

WAS THE

UNIT

THAT

OH
TO

DAVID WAS ALREADY

MATTER OF FACT 31

WAS ALREADY

TO GIVE

IN

THEM THE

GIVE THEM THE JOB

MANHATTAN

IN

THEY WAS

MANHATTAN

CALLING

31

31

DAVID

ADAM

JOB
SO WE HEARD THEM AND WE WAS LIKE

PUT US ON THE

BACK TOO

RIGHT
CAUSE WE WAS LIKE
MANHATTAN OR THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE
BEFORE 31

ADAM WHEN WE PULLED

WEWAS

ON FULTON AND FLATBUSH

SO WE WAS LIKE GIVE US THE JOB

RIGHT

THERE BY THE

WE MADE

IT

THERE

UP ON VESEY STREET WE CAME DOWN VESEY STREET

RIGHT

NOW

REALLY

REMEMBER

WE CAME DOWN VESEY

FULTON CAME DOWN VESEY AND THEN HE MADE US PARK
OF THE BLOCK

REMEMBER

IT

MADE

UTURN

RIGHT

STREET PROBABLY

HERE SO

WE WENT UP

CAME BACK AROUND AND PARKED THATS EXACTLY

NOW WE CAME DOWN VESEY

WENT

UP

DID

UTURN

HIT

HOW

THE END
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PARKED

RIGHT

HERE

WOULD SAY BY THE MERRYL LYNCH BUILDING

PARKED

RIGHT

BETWEEN THE AMERICAN EXPRESS BUILDING

OKAY

WORLD FINANCIAL

YEAH

LIKE

BETWEEN THAT

IN

WHATS

AND THE MERRYL LYNCH

WHAT WAS YOUR VEHICLE

WE
THAT

NUMBER

UM 94
94
WE WAS PARKED

YEAH 94
AND
MOVE

MOVED IT

THEN YOU

THERE

RIGHT

AGAIN

AFTER THE SECOND

PLANE WENT IN THEY HAD TO

IT

NO NO

AFTER THE SECOND PLANE CAME IN

AMERICAN EXPRESS BUILDING
THEY TOLD US TO

WASNT UNTIL

IT

AFTER THE

THEY HAD US

SECOND BUILDING

MOVE RIGHT

THERE

AND

NORTH END AVENUE AND MURRAY STREET

THATS

YEAH

MOVE INTO

THE

CAME DOWN THAT

WOULD SAY AROUND THERE

AND YOU

SAID

THAT VEHICLE

407 WAS

YES

IT

THAT

WAS EMT JACKSONS VEHICLE

REMAINED HERE BECAUSE

YEAH JACKSON

OKAY

31

IT

ALSO THAT

WAS THAT

ASSIGNED

HERE

WAS DEAD

ADAM AND EMT WRIGHT

YEAH

JACKSON

AND WRIGHT
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IT

BACK

ON

LATER

TO

REMAINED THERE THE WHOLE EVEN
DO MORE DUTY

WAS STILL

IT

THERE

WAS CLEANED OUT

IT

CAUSE WHEN

THE NIGHT TIME

UNTIL

BUT

WAS STILL

IT

CAME

THERE

THOUGH

OKAY

SO

WHEN YOU

GOT HERE TO THE AMERICAN

FIRST

EXPRESS

BUILDING

YOU

HAD NO PATIENTS

NO

AT THAT

PATIENTS

SO YOUR FIRST

YEAH

OUR

WAS AT

EMS

LIEUTENANT

DO
IN

THE AMERICAN

PROBABLY

TO WAIT

KINDA

LIKE

RIGHT

EXPRESS

OR

THERE

UPSET BECAUSE

THERES

PATIENTS

REASON

TOLD

BUT

AND

LOT OF PRIVATE

TOOK CONTROL OF THEIR

EMS

FROM

AT

THIS

BECAUSE WELL THE BRUNT

SIDE

WAS BEHIND

THIS

SCHOOL

THE HIGH

WE WERE THERE

WOULD SAY

TOO

IT

WAS

THERE WHERE

RIGHT

WE

TOO

UNITS

PERSONNEL FROM THE DEPARTMENT

THAT

WAS

BUILDING

MY

FDNY

PARTNER JACKSON WRIGHT

AND THE

REST

THATS ANOTHER THING

WAS PRIVATE

THAT

WERE ON THIS JOB WERE

WE GOTTA JUST

WASNT THERE

ME TO

THE CHURCH SIDE

YOU REMEMBER ANY OTHER

REMEMBER

THEY

WE HAD NO PATIENTS

BASICALLY

FEW METROCARE

HOTZOLLAH

WAS WHEN YOU WERE UP

PATIENT

WORKWAS BEING DONE ON

OF THE

POINT

TO DISPUTE

WAIT RIGHT

SIT

HERE

IN

THATS

HERE WAIT

NOT

ALONG

HAD

ME

JUST

SITTING

PISSED

MEAN
MY JOB

FOR PATIENTS

THATS BASICALLY

THIS

STREET

THERE

WAS

THEY TOLD US JUST

OFF TOO NOT PISSED

OFF JUST

MEAN

HERE NOT DOING NOTHING
GUESS THEY DID

IJUST

BUT

IT

IT

FOR

DID WHAT THEY TOLD

KNEW THAT

ALL

CERTAIN

ME

TO

DO

OF THE BRUNT OF THE
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WORKWAS ON THE CHURCH
IVE

NEVER SEEN NOTHING LIKE

DONT KNOW

IM

THIS

WE WENT THERE

WOULD SAY 1300

SCHOOL

THATS WHY

SIDE

OR 1400

FIRST

NOT REALLY SURE WHAT TIME

IT

BEFORE

WHEN WE GOT

RIGHT

NOTHING REALLY

FOR

ME

TO

DO EXCEPT

SIT

THE PATIENT

IN THE

THATS

BACK AND

HERE AND RIDE

THAT

LIKE

WAS
SPLIT

UP

WHEN WE SPLIT

WAS LIKE

THERES

HIGH

TO STUYVESANT

THE HIGH SCHOOL YOU AND YOUR PARTNER

YEAH

CAUSE

PLACE

FIRST

AND WHEN YOURE AT

CAUSE HE WAS DRIVING AND THE MEDIC JUMPED
THERES

WHEN WE GOT

PATIENT

IM

HOURS

THE

IN

TRAUMA BUFF OR SOMETHING

PROBABLY

WAS OUR

THAT

WANTED TO GO THERE

MEAN

MEDIC

SO

RIGHT

UP
KNOW

JUST

STAYED

SO SEAN DROVE WITH THE MEDIC

YEAH

WAS THE
HE
MEAN

DID SEE

HIS

FEW MEDICS

KNEW RIGHT

THAT

WE TOOK

BUT WHEN WE GOT OUR PATIENT

FACE OFF

GUESS HIM

FLOOR

WAS FROM THE DEPARTMENT YEAH

GOT OUTTA HERE

OH WE JUST
THAT

MEDIC FROM THE CITY

HE WAS JUST

AND THE

AND THEY HAD

ESU
JUST

AND

IM

THE

SHAKEN

PATIENT

FDNY

BEFORE

THAT

YEAH

WE GOT

UP HES

LIKE

THE PATIENT

WAS BURNT 9000

DIDNT KNOW THE MEDIC

THEY WAS LIKE

TO CORNELL

THIS

GAVE HIM OXYGEN

AND

WIPED

GOT OUTTA THERE WITH THIS GUY TOO

JUST

GUY WAS ON THE SAME FLOOR

DIDNT KNOW HIM

HE

SAID

THAT

HE WAS ON THE SECOND

GOT HIM OUT

ESU COP

DO YOU REMEMBER HIM SAYING WHAT TOWER HE WAS IN

ABOUT TO SAY TOWER

YEAH TOWER
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HE

WAS

YES HE
OKAY

TOWER

IN

WAS

TOWER

IN

AND YOU WERE

TREATING

HIM

AFTER

TOWERONE CAME DOWN OR

IN

BETWEEN

NO

THIS

SURE OF THE TIME

REALLY

WAS WAY
BUT

ITS

UNSAFE TO GO

BUILDINGS

IN

THE SURROUNDING

DOWN

LITTLE

MAKESHIFT

THIS

CAME DOWN

THEM CAME DOWN THIS

WAS ON

FIRE

IM

NOT

WAS WHEN THEY

THATS WHEN THEY WAS WORRIED ABOUT

MOVED THEY

ONE OF THE MAIN

HAD

TRIAGE

WAS AT

TRIAGES

HAD

POINT AT STUYVESANT

CHELSEA

WERE AT THE AMERICAN EXPRESS BUILDING

PIERS

YOU ONLY SAW THE ONE

LIEUTENANT

THERE WAS

TRAFFIC

MAINLY
ESSEN

AFTER BOTH OF

THEY HAD

THERE

WHEN YOU

EMS

AREA

WAS AFTER

HOSPITAL

WAS

BOTH BUILDINGS

DOWN THERE EVERYBODY COME BACK THATS WHEN ALL OF THE

WAS LIKE

COMING

THIS

WAY AFTER

AFTER

IT

WAS EMS

RIGHT

THERE

LIEUTENANTS

AMONG THE

THERE AT WESTSIDE

RIGHT

AGAINST ONE OF THE TRUCKS

COMMISSIONER

SEEN AT LEAST

PLANE JUST

FEW

OF THE FIRE

50 60 GUYS

EMS
RIGHT

BUT HE WAS THE ONE

LIEUTENANTS

THERE AT VESEY AND WESTSIDE

FIREFIGHTERS

AND

ALL

THE

HIGHWAY AND VESEY

ESU

COPS

SPECIFICALLY

REMEMBER BECAUSE

DEPARTMENT ASKING ONE OF THE

CAUGHT EVERYBODY BY SURPRISE

THEN

IT

FIRE

PATROLS

CAME DOWN

WAS

HIGHWAY

REMEMBER SOMEBODY SAYING THEY WAS

RUN IN THE BUILDING

THAT

DIRECTING

WAS
SEEN

VON

WAS LEANING

SUCHANDSUCH
FOR

SCOUT PACK

GUESS THE SECOND

CAUSE EVERYBODY JUST THOUGHT

IT

WAS THE

FIRST

17
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TOWER THEN THE SECOND PLANE

DOWN FIRST

WAS JUST

JUMP

TOO

WAS HORRIFIC

IT

CANT FIND

CAUSE

ELSE

NOTHING

HORRIFIC

KNOW

JUST

ON TOP OF THEM

BRIDGE

ACTUALLY

PLANE HIT

WE WAS

RIGHT

WHAT WAS GOING

ON

WAS ME AND MY

NEVER SEEN SO

EVERYBODY RUNNING RAN

BUILDING

DOWN

IT

STILL

WAS LATE
SEEN

SEEN PEOPLE RUNNING

AWAY THATS

THATS

IN

LOT OF PEOPLE

LEAVE

FROM THE SMOKE

BASICALLY

IT

THAT

ALRIGHT THANK

TOLD US TO JUST

MEAN

LEAVING

AND JUST SEEING

SET

BUS

THEIR

FIRE TRUCKS IN

THE

WAY

AT

IS

WAS

LIKE

BETTER

TO GET

WHEN THE
RAN INTO

300

OR

AT STUYVESANT

VIEW OF

INTERVIEW

SECOND PLANE

ANOTHER

400 WHEN

HIGH

CHAMBERS STREET AND

NOW 1646

OF

WE WALKED DOWN TOGETHER

REMEMBER ABOUT THE DAY BASICALLY
TIME

ALL

GUESS THEY WAS TRYING TO FEEL

RAN OUT THE BUILDING

IT

SO WE HAD

UP TRIAGE

NOSEY BUT

WHEN WE WAS

YOU THE

THAT THEY

CAUSE THEY WAS RIGHT UNDER THE

VEHICLES

CAME DOWN

ALL

100

PROBABLY

EQUIPMENT

THEIR

PEOPLE TAKE OFF RUNNING

THE BUILDING

WHEN

BUT SEEING THEM LAND

NUMBER

HIGH

THAT NIGHT

PARTNER BEING

MANY

THE DAY

IN

50

WHAT WAS GOING ON THEY WAS TRYING

TO SEE

THOUGH AFTER THAT

AT LEAST

WE WALKED DOWN DUNNO

AND

TRYING

IT

ON

JUMP

THOSE

SEEING

UNDER THE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE WHEN THE SECOND

RIGHT

UNDER IT CAUSE THEY

OUR EQUIPMENT RIGHT THERE

OR JUST

WE WAS

LATER

ESU

THE MAIN THING WAS FIRE TRUCKS AND

THE VIBE

WHOJUMPED

SEEING EVERYBODY RUNNING LEAVING

PEDESTRIAN

HIT

LOT OF THOSE

IS

THE SECOND TOWER COME

OR LESS

NOT ONLY SEEING THEM

REALLY

RUBBLE

THAT

ALL

MINUTES

CAUSE NOBODY WANTED TO BURN

THEN GOING BACK DOWN THERE

EVERYTHING

HALF

IT

MATTER OF

IN

JUMP

THOSE PEOPLE

SEEING

PEOPLE

HIT

SCHOOL

THAT

IS

WE STILL

WAS

IT

CONCLUDED

CAME

FAR
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Fenton
MURRAY MURAD: The time is now 1300
hours and I'm Murray Murad of the Fire
Department of the City of New York.

I am

conducting an interview with -A.

Captain David Fenton, New York City Fire

Department, EMS Command, assigned to Division 6.
Q.

This interview is being conducted at the

Fire Department headquarters at the Bureau of
Investigations and Trials, and this is regarding the
events of September 11, 2001.
Captain Fenton, can you tell us in
your own words what happened that day?
A.

Okay.

I normally worked tour 3 as a duty

captain in the South Bronx.
Nice place to be.

I was home in bed.

My wife called me and said, "You

better turn on the TV.

Something is up.

you have to go to work."

I think

So I turned on the TV and

that was right after the first tower got hit.
called in.

They said, "Yep, come on in."

were going to leave a Suburban for me.
Jacobi, got in the Suburban.

I

And they

I drove to

As I was driving over

the Throgsneck Bridge as I was -- in reference with
time, on the way in, at about 9:55, when the south
tower collapsed.
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I got to Jacobi just as the north tower
collapsed at about 10:29.

It was myself, four EMT's

who I don't have a clue who they were that Jacobi
put in my Suburban.
and stuff at Jacobi.

I know they track their names
And a paramedic by the name of

Ed Bradley, we all jumped in the Suburban and down
to the Trade Center we went.

We were heading

down -- we were told by Citywide to respond to
Chambers and West and we were southbound on Chambers
at about the meat packing district, at about Little
West 12th Street, when they were in the process of
doing the rapid evacuation for the gas main.
I saw everybody coming back at us.
around.

We turned

Most of the units were stopping there.

I

knew that there was a prestaging area set up at the
Chelsea Piers.

So as the units were stopping there,

I instructed all those units to continue on up to
the Chelsea Piers to the prestaging area where they
can be turned around and redeployed as needed.
After making sure that all the units went up to
Chelsea, where I took my suburban and my five
people, we turned around and went back up to
Chelsea.

I was there and I saw Chief Kowalczyk and

a few other people organizing the staging area.
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They told me to just turn around and go right back
down again.

So I responded down West Street parking

probably just north of Warren Street and we were
parked southbound in the northbound lanes.

We got

out and we walked out to the command post that was
established at Chambers and West.

At that point the

five personnel who were with me were directed into
Stuyvesant High School to a personnel staging area
and I was directed to remain at the command post and
await orders.
A short time after that I was instructed by
Chief Carrasquillo to report in to the Stuyvesant
High School and ensure that the personnel who are in
there were getting formed into teams for deployment,
if needed.

There were approximately five

lieutenants there and about 30 EMT's and medics
combined.

I know Lieutenant Horan was there and he

was the one I tasked with taking attendance and
forming everybody up into teams.

So there would be

at least five EMT's, one medic and one lieutenant
per team.

Also about that time there was a decision

made that the lobby of the building would be used to
treat any walk-in wounded.

They set it up as a

treatment area, which a wide variety of doctors,
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nurses and everybody else arrived with medical
supplies.
they were.

I don't know where they came from or who
They set up a medical clinic there.

We

assigned some of our people to assist in that area.
Most of the stuff they were doing were eye
washes.

One thing that struck me as amazing was I

didn't see any stretcher cases.
backboard or a stretcher.

Nobody came in on a

Everybody was ambulatory.

Then later on, about twelve-ish or so, 12:30, I went
with Chief Carrasquillo and we did have a
reconnoiter of the area.

And what we were looking

for was a place to place for the tents to be set up
coming from the Parks Department to become the true
treatment area on the Riverside with Medivac access.
We found an area.

We worked it out with a Police

Officer, I believe, or maybe even a sergeant from
ESU by the name of Techie who would -- where the
cops would be landing their helicopters, where we
would be landing the Medivac helicopters.
never actually came to fruition.

And that

We didn't use it.

Going back inside, by that time Lieutenant
Fuchs from the academy -- Kath Fuchs was there from
the academy and she started taking care of
organizing the inside of the house as the treatment

6
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At which point I was redeployed by Chief

Carrasquillo back out to the command post and I
assisted in doing a variety of small tasks and
directing a few people there.
Q.

Where was the command post again?

A.

The command post was at the intersection

of Chambers and West, underneath an overpass.
Deputy Assistant Chief Butler was there, Chief
Carrasquillo was there and Chief Martin was there,
that I saw.

Other people coming in and out, but

they were the ones that were assigned there.
Originally I was assigned as the Fire Department
liaison to the forward Fire Chiefs and I went down
toward Ground Zero at that point, shadowing a chief.
Did what we had to do.

They then established -- a

forward command post was set up at Vesey and West,
which is where I spent a good part of the time after
that for the rest of the day just funneling the
information to the Chiefs, fire side and requests
back out to our command post at Chambers and West.
Eventually I was relieved and I was sent back
to the command post where I was given a set of keys
and some paper and a pen and my new job was to go
down to Ground Zero and record all the ambulances
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that were destroyed and get the doors popped and
make sure that none of our people were still in
them.

I went down to one of the fire vehicles, got

a Halligan and I proceeded down into the south side.
First I started the north side.
many vehicles there.

There weren't too

I recorded what was there.

Most of them were open.

Then I went around to the

south side of Liberty where a large quantity of
ambulances were there.
the 911 participants.
of firefighters.

None really of ours.

Mostly

And I proceeded with a couple

We popped a few rear doors, popped

a few cabs that we couldn't see into.

I made an

account of all the vehicles that were there.

We

didn't find anybody either under them or in them.

I

went around and did the same thing on the Church
Street side to the vehicles I could get to.

There

were some vehicles that were underneath number 7
when it came down that we just couldn't get to,
because the rubble pile was shifting and most of it
was still on fire.
The list of equipment in the vehicles were then
given back to the command post at Chambers and West
and they called in representatives from the other
911 participants, to give them their vehicles at

that were in there.
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So that way they could start

doing a vehicle accounting.
Q.

How many vehicles did you estimate or did

you observe or count?
A.

Approximately 15 to 20.

Q.

And those were all EMS?

A.

No.

Fire Department?

Those were ambulances.

Actually, the

majority of them were 911 participants and not
municipal ambulances.
Q.

So you are referring to like Metrocare?

A.

Metrocare, New York Hospital, Beekman

Downtown.
Q.

So roughly between fifteen and twenty

ambulances?
A.

Fifteen and twenty ambulances that I

physically entered.
Q.

Is there anything else that you would like

to add?
A.

No.

And then the rest of the night I

functioned pretty much as a site safety officer with
several other former SOD members.

Charlie Fraser,

Jimmy Scullion, Steve Linke, Kevin Haugh, Jeff Race.
MURRAY MURAD:

All right.

I would like

to thank you, Captain Fenton, for the

9
interview.

Fenton
The time now is 1312 hours.

now concludes the interview.

Thank you.

This
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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:
December 11, 2001.

Today's date is

The time is 12:31.

This is

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the Safety Battalion
of the Fire Department of the City of New York.

I'm

conducting an interview with Christopher Fenyo of
Engine 35 in the quarters of Engine 35.
Q.

Chris, just tell us what you saw on September

11th.
A.
Fenyo.

This is Firefighter 6th Grade Christopher
I live at North Moore and Greenwich Street.

On

the morning of September 11, I had dropped my
girlfriend off at the subway at Chambers and walked
home, and at a quarter to 9:00 I was in the elevator of
my building when the first plane hit.
anything.

I didn't hear

We face north.
When I got into the apartment, I heard FD

going down the West Side Highway.

I pretty much

figured the only ones that go down the West Side
Highway are probably rescue, so I took a look out the
window to see if they were going to a job nearby.

I

saw a few hundred people standing in Greenwich Street
pointing up, so I figured there was a job and I'd go
buff it out.

I still had no idea.

So I took the elevator down.

I walked out
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onto Greenwich Street and I looked up and saw the north
tower, this is about maybe five to 9:00.

I ran back

into my apartment, up ten flights of stairs, grabbed my
backup gear and started running down Greenwich Street.
At this point there were about ten floors of fire and
my first thought was I have no idea how we're going to
put this out.

I got about three blocks running flat

out and I saw a guy on a motorcycle and we both had the
same idea.

He told me to jump on.

He drove me down to

Vesey and West.
At the corner of Vesey and West, I went up to
the first Battalion Chief I saw and asked him what I
should do.

He said to stand fast at the manpower pool

and he pointed to a spot about 100 feet away from him
where there were some men gathering.
As rigs came down the West Side Highway, I
kept going up to them asking if there was an extra
helmet.

I finally got some luck with Engine 39.

They

were already in the building, so I was with the
chauffeur, Arthur, for that time being.
There was an explosion at the top of the
Trade Center and a piece of Trade Center flew across
the West Side Highway and hit the Financial Center, and
Arthur went to hook up with another chauffeur to the
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Financial Center.

His rig was parked in the southbound

lanes of the West Side Highway just north of the north
pedestrian bridge.
At this point a Battalion Chief looked at me,
saw 39 on my helmet and told me to move my rig in front
of 1 World Trade Center to supply water to the
standpipe.
the rig.

I said yes, sir, but I didn't want to move

Even though I wasn't 39, I probably could

have moved the rig.
rig to see Arthur.

I back-pedaled, looked around the
As I was coming back to the front

of the rig, the Battalion Chief, I guess he got a
little impatient.

He jumped in the rig and moved it

himself over to in front of 1 World Trade Center.
About 30 seconds later, Arthur came back and
looked at me and said where the hell is the rig?
said it's across the street.

I

At that point the rig was

essentially in a hailstorm of glass.

There were bodies

hitting the canopy of the Marriott at that point, I
guess, right between 1 and 3 World Trade, or actually
that was the canopy of 1 World Trade.

He saw the

situation, saw we weren't going to be able to hook up
without getting hurt, so we ran across the West Side
Highway, jumped in the rig, and we pulled it back
across the highway to the southbound side just north of
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the pedestrian bridge, as it was before, only now the
rig was facing north.
When I stepped off the rig, probably about 20
after, 25 after 9:00, I ran into George Reese of 80
Engine, who was also off duty.

He was responding into

his second job when he came up from the subway.

He had

gone to the quarters at 10 and 10 and gotten gear.

At

that point I told Arthur that I had met someone from my
company and that I was going to go with him.

He said

be safe, and I went off with George Reese to the
command post on the loading dock between 3 and 2 World
Financial Center, just underneath the Winter Garden,
where Chief Ganci had his command post at the top of
the ramp.
We were there for about ten minutes.

George

went off to talk to the Chiefs to find out what we
could do.

I was standing there alone.

There were

several companies down the ramp behind me.

One of them

I believe was 76 Engine, there was 211 Engine, about
50, 60 men, various states of dress.
About a couple minutes after George came back
to me is when the south tower from our perspective
exploded from about midway up the building.
turned and ran into the garage.

We all

At that point I banked
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down to the floor.
in there.

We were trapped for a little while

We went off to the right.

big loading dock underneath there.

There's a big,

You could probably

fit three or four tractor-trailers with the doors
closed.
We ran off into a dead end, realized it.

At

that point the smoke had gotten down to the floor and
someone, who I found out later was the engine officer
from 76 Engine, had put down a search rope.

A lot of

us got out through the staircase by that rope.

At that

point we discovered that we were inside a fire
staircase with all metal doors, metal frames, opening
outward, and none of us had tools.
calls down to go get tools.

There were a lot of

But at some point there

was a facilities guy there from the Financial Center
who had a key.

He let us out on the water side of 2

World Financial in between 2 and the Winter Garden.
At that point there was a lot of confusion.
There was heavy ash in the air and on the ground.
made our way over towards the river.

We

At that point

there were a lot of guys cut up, some broken bones, a
lot of civilians getting on the ferries.

We helped

some of the civilians get on the ferries.
At that point a debate began to rage because
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the perception was that the building looked like it had
been taken out with charges.

We had really no concept

of the damage on the east side of 2 World Trade Center
at that point, and at that point many people had felt
that possibly explosives had taken out 2 World Trade,
and officers were gathering companies together and the
officers were debating whether or not to go immediately
back in or to see what was going to happen with 1 World
Trade at that point.

The debate ended pretty quickly

because 1 World Trade came down.
At that point we ran up through Battery Park,
through the north part of Battery Park, where I lost
George because I stopped to pick up a civilian who had
sprained her ankle and wasn't able to run.

At that

point, after carrying her up to Chambers Street and the
water, her friends assisted her, I believe, onto a
ferry at that point.

But we were out of the danger of

the collapse of 1 World Trade.
I made my way around to Stuyvesant High
School.

I still wasn't able to find George.

later on that he was all right.

I learned

He had hooked up with

another company and they had gone back and started
working on Vesey near the Customs Building.

I made my

way with 211 Engine and a couple of other folks.

We
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essentially just picked gear from here and there,
picked up masks, picked up gloves, picked up bottles,
tools, and we worked the rest of the night.

That's

pretty much it.
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:

Okay.

is 12:39 and this concludes the interview.

The time now
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LIEUTENANT McCOURT:
13th, 2001.

The date is December

The time is 0720 hours.

My name is Tom

McCourt, New York City Fire Department.

We're

conducting an interview at Battalion 45, EMS Command,
in regards to the World Trade Center attack.

Being

interviewed is -EMT FERRELL:

Nicole Ferrell.

LIEUTENANT McCOURT:
Q.

-- EMT Nicole Ferrell.

Could you please give me the details of your

experiences on September 11th, 2001, at the World Trade
Center?
A.

When the first plane had hit, we were still

parked in our area and I was sitting on Queens
Boulevard and Greenpoint.
Q.

What unit were you assigned to?

A.

49 Boy.

Q.

49 Boy.

A.

When we heard that the plane went into the

Okay.

first building, we went and drove closer to the water,
which was near the 108th Precinct on 50th Avenue and
5th Street, to get a better look.

So we drove down and

we saw that it was a fire and we heard units being
dispatched to it, which we were not assigned at the
time.
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Q.

Who were you working with?

A.

Jeff Warner.

We ended up going to another

job instead and made that a 98.

Then after we left

that job, we went back to our unit to watch what was
going on.

We saw that it was still burning and we just

waited to see if we were going get assigned to it.
After a while my partner picked up the radio and kind
of got us assigned to the job by asking the dispatcher
did he need more people over there and they sent us.
On our way there, the first tower, which was
the south tower, was the one that collapsed while we
were en route.

Then, when we got to -- what I believe

is we drove down Broadway and we made a left.

When I

got to Liberty, right over here, is when the next tower
collapsed, right after.

After that we ran with all the

people and we took the ambulance and we drove across
Liberty again, went up I believe it was Church.
Q.

When you got down there originally on

Liberty, did you see anybody?

The building hadn't

collapsed at that point, right?
A.

When I just pulled up to Liberty, we had just

pulled up, just got out, and there was still debris
flying around and no sooner than we got out is when the
other tower came down.
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Q.

Okay.

A.

No sooner.

So we were out of there because

we had parked over here.

So then we came down Liberty

and we went up, I believe, Church and went to this side
instead, which was, I think, Vesey and Church, and we
were standing in front of building 5, across from the
post office.

Then, from there I told him let's go up

West Street.

So we went up to West and I believe

Murray and left the ambulance and walked back down over
here.

After a while, just things started happening

because we couldn't find anybody.
Q.

You didn't come in contact with anybody, any

supervisors or anybody from your command or anybody?
A.

No.

Not at all.

Because by the time we got

over here, everybody was like running in every
direction.

You couldn't barely see at all.

It was

like snow, the stuff was so heavy, and people were just
running and screaming and stuff like that.

Some cars

were on fire and I remember some people were choking
and stuff and running towards there but they didn't
want to be treated and they kept going.
Q.

Did you treat any patients at all?

A.

Actually, we attempted to treat a firefighter

and he didn't want to be treated.

But what we did was
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he said he wanted to be driven back to another area
where I guess they were doing like staging or something
like that.

So I told him that we would drive him

around to where the MERV is and maybe he can reconnect
with some of the other Fire Department resources that
were over here somewhere.
Q.

So you moved from Church and Vesey?

A.

Yes.

We moved from Church and Vesey and we

went up to -- let's see.

If I'm not mistaken, I was

going up West Street, because we actually just went,
you know, we did an actual triangle just about and went
up West Street and then cut across to meet everybody
else somewhere over here, I believe.

I think it was on

West Street, that's where everybody was, and I was at
the first MERV right over there.
Q.

So it was West and Murray?

A.

Yes.

That's where we were.

Prior to us going to West and Murray with the
fireman, we were right over -- I believe it was either
5 or 7.
know.

See, my memory is a little bad because I don't

I'm having a little hard time with this.

went (inaudible) -- no.
I remember.

You know what?

But we

It was 7.

Now

It was 7 because we went over here to West

Street, like I said, and I stopped here at Barclay and
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I saw the firefighter.

There were people screaming out

of one of these two buildings over here saying they
couldn't get out, and my partner took one straggler
fireman, the one that we had with us, and was trying to
break the door because the door obviously had shifted
or something.

They couldn't get the door open.

Q.

That was 7 World Trade Center?

A.

I believe it was 7.

Maybe it was 5.

It was

at the back end of it because I do remember the
telephone company.

So I think it was the back end of

7, I think right over here at that point, and they
couldn't get out.

Then I had ran down the block and I

flagged a ladder company and they brought the ladder,
which they had like a vestibule that you couldn't like
really reach the people because the ladder wouldn't
reach.

So they went and got other resources, they went

inside the building, and I told my partner that it
wasn't safe and that we need to go because everything
around us was like falling apart.
the ambulance.

So we got back in

Like I said, I had the firefighter with

me who was still injured at the time.
Q.

Do you know who that was?

Do you remember?

A.

I have no idea.

Q.

Do you remember any company or was he --
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A.

No.

My partner probably would remember more

than I could because everything was a mess.

People

were grabbing other people's coats and helmets.
honestly don't know where he was from.

So I

All I know is

that he was having a problem with his eyes and stuff
like that, like us.

He was complaining he couldn't see

and stuff like that.

But he couldn't find the rest of

his company.
So that was it.

Then we went to over here to

the MERV, in that area over there, and we had our bus
parked near the school.

Yes, right over here.

We

parked the bus down here and we walked to where
everybody else was.
Q.

That was on Murray and West?

A.

Yes, I believe it was Murray and West.

Wherever the college is?

We were across the street

from there and the pedestrian walkway was in front of
us.

I remember looking directly at it.

I had went

into an area where they had a whole bunch of EMTs and
paramedics that were supposed to be congregating inside
the auditorium in which they piled us all in.

They

closed one door and left the other one open.

It was

conducted by Lieutenant Kathy Fuchs.

She told us all

to gather all our equipment, gather together and we're
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going to go out in groups of four or five, which would
be like two paramedics and two EMTs or whatever.
About a few minutes after that, we all piled
in there and stuff, the lights went out, we lost
power.

She closed the door and locked us all in there

and she ran.

So we started trampling each other.

everybody started running all over each other.
were getting hurt and stuff.

So

People

Finally a police officer

came and opened the door for us because he heard us all
screaming in there for about 15 minutes.

We were in

complete darkness.
We came out and she told us to sit along -let's see.
here.

I believe it's like a water area over

It's like River Terrace.

She told us to move

down, I believe, over here and pile over here instead.
When I saw that her plan wasn't working, I abandoned
ship and I went to go stay with my Captain and Chief
Nigro across from the MERV.

I was there for a good

part of the evening, but I was -- let's see.
walkway came down.

1 and 2 had already fell.

The
I

believe it was either 7 -- but 7 was empty at the time,
when it came down, that I remember.

We had just missed

the collapse of 7 because me and my partner moved
away.

Then we were in the MERV, and after the MERV, we
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stayed there for a few hours or so and we rode around
with a Cushman vehicle and we rode around the area
where the site was, they let us ride around, all
through here, all around here, where all the collapses
were, and that's basically it.
Then we went and made a makeshift hospital at
an apartment building which was -- this part is going
to be difficult because I'm not really sure exactly
where this building was.
Q.

Okay.

That's all right.

A.

But there was an apartment building.

It

looked like a hotel but it wasn't a hotel and they made
it -- maybe it was the Millenium.
the Millenium.

It could have been

I'm not really sure because there was

just too much going on.
hospital over there.

But they made a makeshift

They made us all set out like IVs

and stuff like that and water and stuff, and we all
stayed there for a good part of the night freezing to
death and we started getting sick.

So Lieutenant

Hadala told us that we were all going to move from that
location because it was freezing and it was dirty and
we were filthy and we all were starting to get sick and
we couldn't breathe.
So we jumped into the MERV and moved closer
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up to Vesey Street, and I came back to look for my
ambulance, which was supposed to be parked over here at
West and somewhere, Murray or something, and they took
my ambulance away.

They took all my equipment away,

they took all my personal stuff away, and my stuff was
stolen.

So I went to go with the gang to ask one of

the supervisors where all my stuff was, and they said
that they took our ambulance away because they thought
that we had passed away.

So they took our truck to

Bureau of Training, and we stayed here for the rest of
the night stranded until we found somebody to take us
back.

We were there for a total of, I believe, 28

hours, 30 hours, and we came back to the station.
Q.

Okay.

A.

I didn't see any EMTs or paramedics or

anything prior to them passing that were listed or
(inaudible).

As far as firefighters, I have no idea.

I don't know who I saw or what.

It was total chaos.

So that was it.
LIEUTENANT McCOURT:
7:30.
much.

Okay.

That concludes the interview.

The time now is
Thank you very

NO

FILE

WORLD TRADE

CENTER

FIREFIGHTER
INTERVIEW

FORCE

DOUGLAS

DATE

TRANSCRIBED

TASK

BY

LAURIE

INTERVIEW

FERRETTI

JANUARY

9110492

24

2002

COLLINS

FERRETTI

CONGIUSTA

CHIEF

2002

JANUARY

24TH

THIS

BATTALION

IS

THE NEW YORK

THE
CHIEF
FIRE

CITY

TIME

IS

HOURS

1400

IS

FRANK

WITH

OF

CONGIUSTA

AM

DEPARTMENT

AN INTERVIEW

CONDUCTING

DATE

TODAYS

THE

FOLLOWING

INDIVIDUAL
PLEASE

STATE

YOUR NAME

FERRETTI

FIREFIGHTER

DOUGLAS

FERRETTI
CHIEF
FIREMAN
FIRE

IN

CONGIUSTA
LADDER

47

LADDER

47

EVENTS

OF

THIS

OF

DAY IN

YOUR OWN

WE GOT THE
TRADE

CENTER

THE TRADE

CENTER

FROM CHINATOWN

THEN

TOWERS TO

RUN

BY THE

WE GOT THE CALL

CITY
OF

QUARTERS

THE

REGARDING

2001

GIVE

WHAT HAPPENED

WE HEARD
WE GOT THE

WE GOT RELOCATED

QUARTERS THE FIRST

IS

WORDS

TV

ON THE

IS

11TH

SEPTEMBER

THE

AT

INTERVIEW

WOULD YOU PLEASE
THAT

THE NEW YORK

WE ARE

DEPARTMENT

FERRETTI

DOUGLAS

TIME

TOWER HAD
TO

WHEN WE CHECKED OUT

THE

RUN DOWN TO
TO

TRUCK

WE GOT TO LADDER
ALREADY

BUILDING

CHECK FOR SMOKE IN

ABOUT

COME

CLOSE

TO

DOWN
THE

THE BUILDING
THE BUILDING

6S

IT

FERRETTI

WAS DUE TO
WAY

OUT

THEN

MY STUFF

WAS PUTTING

THEMSELVES

HANDS

FOR

ABOUT

TWO BLOCKS

ABOUT

15

THE
TO

AND

WAS ALL

IT

RAN

DOOR

REVOLVING

AND

DOORS WHERE THERE WERE

REVOLVING
CIVILIANS

20

ON OUR

RIG

RAN

EVERYBODY
SAW

SO

THE

ON

DOWN

THE SECOND TOWER CAME

WENT INTO

TOWERS

THE SMOKE FROM THE

IN

THERE

TO

TRYING

GET

COVER
WE WAITED
WAS JUST

TO

TRYING

OUT FROM THERE

IT

HELP

ON

IN

GET OUT OF

PEOPLE

IT

THE

AREA
DID

YES
MINUTES

TURN BLACK

IT

IT

SOMETHING
ALL

YEAH

BECAUSE
SEE

GETTING

YOU

10

15

HELP

WAS ABOUT

COULDNT

DIDNT

ALL

WE COULD

GET TOO CLOSE

DOWN

OUT

SOME CIVILIANS

WIND

TO

DO
IT

WE COULDNT

KNOW WHAT YOU WERE

INTO
ANYTHING

MIGHT

IS

WE WERE DIRECTLY

ANYTHING

ABOUT

THAT

LIKE

THAT

WE REALLY

REALLY

WAS BLACK

YOU DID

NIGHT

AS

HELP

YOU CAN THINK

OF

THAT

US
THATS

HAPPENED

ELSE

THATS

ABOUT

IT

IT

THATS

ABOUT

ALL

THAT

FERRETTI

WHERE DID

YOU GUYS GO AFTERWARDS

HAD

THEY

THE

AREA BY

STAGING

CHURCH

THERE

PAULS

ST

THATS
CENTER

TRADE

THEY

HUNG OUT THERE
REALLY

FOR

HAD

YEAH
WITH

VALVE

HAD

ON THE
THEM AND HE

SIDE

OF

LOT OF

DUST

COUGHING

MASKS

GOOD

GOOD

ONE

HAD

ONE

IT

IN

WHERE DID

OF

NOTHING

OTHER

WAS THE

THOSE DUST

WORKED PRETTY

WE

SIDE

LEEWARD

WERE YOU DOING
HAD ONE OF

THE

THE

THERE

TWO HOURS

PROBABLY

WHAT YOU UNDERSTAND

IT

AREA

STAGING

WE WENT ON THE

PARTICLES

HERE AT

RIGHT

SO WE WENT ON

HAPPENED

WIND

THE

THE CHURCH

YOU GET

RIG

THAT

MY SENIOR

MAN

HAD TWO

HE

ONE

GAVE ME

WOW
DIDNT
WHEN YOU TOOK IT
FEEL

TAKE

OFF

YOU WERE BREATHING
WERE CIVILIANS

YEAH

IT

MINE

OFF

TELL

WAS ABRASIVE
SOMETHING

COUGHING

BAD

YOU

YOU COULD

FERRETTI

SO

IT

WAS IRRITATING

OH YEAH
YOURE COUGHING

GUESS
MINUTES

FEEL

BEFORE
AWAY THAT

RIGHT

ARE BLEEDING

WAS

YOU THINK

20

YOUR EYES

THE

WIND

WOULD BLOW THAT
TO

WAS EXPOSED
PUT
IT

THE MASK

IT

ON

FOR

MAYBE

YOU COULD

COULD BE DETRIMENTAL

TO

YOUR HEALTH
IF

INTERVIEW

THATS
THANKS

IT

THATS

LOT

FOR

THE

END OF

THIS

YOUR COOPERATION

YOURE WELCOME
CHIEF

HOURS

CONGIUSTA

THE

TIME

IS

1410

File No. 9110329

WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW
FIREFIGHTER STEVE FERRIOLO
Interview Date:

December 12, 2001

Transcribed by Maureen McCormick

2

BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN:
12, 2001.

It's 1417 hours.

The date is December
This is Battalion

Chief Malkin of the safety battalion.
I am conducting an interview with Firefighter
1st Grade Steve Ferriolo, Engine 207.
the quarters of 207.

We are at

There is nobody else in the

room.
Q.

The interview begins right now.

A.

On the morning of September 11, we responded

to the trade tower at approximately -- oh, it was just
before the second plane hit, because I noticed as we
were going over the Manhattan Bridge both towers were
burning.
We arrived over on West Street, just south of
Liberty Street a little after nine o'clock.

At that

time, the members and the officer grabbed their
roll-ups, the standpipe kit, and reported in to the
command post.

That was the last time I saw them.

That's basically it.
were assigned to do.

A few hours after that, I went

around looking for them.
command posts.

I don't know what they

I came upon two different

They had no knowledge that 207 was

there.
I found out there was a third command post
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that got -- was caught in the collapse, so they
probably reported in to that one.

The two that I did

find did not know that they were even there.
Q.

Where were the two that you did find?

A.

Might have been on Broadway.

One was here on

Broadway.
BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN:
map.

He's looking at the

He's looking at Broadway and John Street.

Q.

Dey Street or John Street, that's the first

A.

Yeah, around there.

one?
The other one was over

here on West.
Q.

On West Street near the north walk bridge?

A.

West Street, right, West.

Q.

You checked those two out, and then there was

a third one?
A.

When I went to the second one, they told me

that there was a third one that got caught in the
collapse.

So they probably reported in to that one.

Like I said, I don't know what their assignment was,
which tower they were assigned to go into.
Q.

Okay.

A.

This was later on in the day, like two

o'clock in the afternoon.
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Q.

What did you wind up doing with the pumper?

Did you hook up or you just stood where you were?
A.

Well, when we first arrived, I hooked up as

they were bringing in their roll -- you know, they took
their roll-ups, their equipment, and they went to
report in to the command post.

I was hooking up on

West Street just south of Liberty.
Q.

West and Liberty, good.

A.

Like I said, that was the last time I saw

those guys.
Later on during the day, we moved the pumper
onto Liberty, and we would be relayed water by the
marine unit.

We set up our manifold, and there were

units taking water off our manifold during the day, and
that's where it stayed for a few days after that.
Q.

Your manifold -- what is a manifold?

A.

The satellite.

Q.

Oh, the satellite, okay.

A.

We had the satellite with us.

Q.

Perfect, okay.
How was the water pressure?

marine company, it was good.
A.

Marine yeah.

Q.

Marine is good.

Well, from the
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A.

After the second tower fell, we lost all

hydrant water in the area.
Q.

Right.

A.

So then we had to bring in marine to pump in

whatever 3 1/2 lines we had coming in off the marine
boats.

That was the only water supply we had.

Q.

Did you stay in that area pumping and so

forth until late in the day?
A.

Mid afternoon I started walking around

looking for them.

I did the whole perimeter.

three, four, five o'clock in the afternoon.

It was

I came to

realize that -- you know, that they weren't around.
Q.

How did you get home from the scene?

What

time did you leave?
A.

About eleven o'clock at night.

I left the

pumper with a fireman that came in from Staten Island.
He was manning the pumps.

I came back, and I caught a

ride with one of the other firemen that came in from
home in his truck.
Q.

Do you remember hearing any specific things

on the handie-talkie?

I know Channel 1 was crazy.

Do you remember any orders?
specific?
A.

Anything

Anything unusual?
After the second tower collapsed, there was a
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lot of Maydays, casual Maydays.

No, nothing out of the

ordinary.
Q.

Do you remember hearing anything before the

tower -- were you guys there before the towers
collapsed?
A.

Yes.

Q.

Do you remember hearing any specific orders

to companies?

Go here, do that, anything like that?

A.

No, no.

Q.

Do you remember --

A.

Not that I can remember.

Q.

Yes.

I'm sure there

was.

Do you remember now -- can you place any
other companies where they were operating?
Can you place any members, friends of yours,
other firemen?
A.

No, like I said, because the towers are --

our rig was two or three blocks away.
Q.

Okay.

A.

That's where I stayed.

Q.

Yes.

A.

I don't know even where the command post was,

who they reported in to, and what they were assigned to
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do.

I visually couldn't see where they went.
I don't even know where that command post

was.

I would imagine it was near the towers.
Q.

Yes.

A.

Yeah.

That's about it?

BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN:

This concludes the

interview with Fireman Ferriolo of Engine 207.
The time is now 1423 hours, and I thank you
again for the interview.
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MR. CUNDARI:
2001.

Today's date is October 12,

The time is 10 o'clock.

This is George

Cundari and Murray Murad with the Fire Department
of the City of New York.

I'm conducting an

interview with the following individual.
Q.

Please state your name, rank, title and

assigned command.
A.

Vincent Fiorentino, Firefighter first grade.

42 Battalion.
Q.

We are at 8653 18 Avenue, Battalion 42.

Can

you please tell us the events that happened regarding
the September 11 tragedy?
A.

We were in the kitchen in the morning

watching Channel 5 news.

They were giving a report

about the primary election and the camera swung over
and showed the first building, the fire and they said
plane, we thought small plane, something like that.
The Chief and I came up to the office, figuring that we
were going to go pretty quick.

We took extra lights,

put them on the rig and we didn't immediately go.
the 40 and 48 first from our end of Brooklyn.
Q.

What Chief was that?

A.

What Chiefs went?

Q.

Who was the Chief?

Took

3
V. FIORENTINO

A.

Chief Coyne.

Q.

Then we got our ticket at 910 to relocate to

the 32.

En route with that, we got changed to a third

alarm assignment for the Battery Tunnel, Brooklyn
side.

When we got to there, we were told by Brooklyn

that the 42 and the 41 were going to -- we were pulled
back to Brooklyn and we had our complete third alarm
assignment at the tunnel.

With that, at some point

Brooklyn took units off of our ticket and they were
getting another box, another Manhattan box, an Albany
Street box I believe it was.

A few of them, I know 201

was one of those numbers on that that was taken off.
They went through the tunnel ahead of us.
right before the first collapse.
that collapse.

That was

201 was caught in

I believe 113 was also in that group

that was taken out of our group and they back filled
the assignment and when the first collapse came, the
reports at the tunnel were that the tunnel collapsed or
that there was a collapse at the other end of the
tunnel and we were trying to get confirmation from the
tunnel people as to what was happening.

They were kind

of vague with that.
The Chief assigned a couple of units to
assist in the evacuation of the tunnel and prior to
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that we were -- I was on the radio with Brooklyn and we
were right at the toll plaza where there was still
traffic coming out of Manhattan and our guys were
grouped together standing and I didn't see the building
come down, but by looking at them I realized what was
happening with the first tower.

Then we were ordered

by orders of Chief Cruthers, to take the entire
assignment and go to the Brooklyn Bridge.
we proceeded to do.

That's what

We left those other units there, I

know 102 was one of them.

They went into the tunnel to

assist the people coming out of the tunnel.
Then we went to the Brooklyn Bridge and then
we were stopped at the Brooklyn Bridge and they had a
report that the other side was possibly untenable and
the 42 Battalion went alone, left the rest of the
assignment behind as a scout unit to check.
that Chambers Street was clear.

We saw

We reported back to

Brooklyn and the rest of the third alarm assignment
came over with us.

From there we reported in to the

command post that was at Park Row and Broadway.
Q.

Around City Hall?

A.

At the point of City Hall park.

Haring there.

We met Chief

We were assigned to work with the 15th

Division, I think it was, and we went and operated in
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number 5 World Trade Center.

We assisted in the

removal of 3 people from the concourse area.

One guy

who had an I beam on him in the bottom of this number 5
building.

We finished that operation, then that

building was on fire.
Q.

Where was your Battalion car parked?

A.

We parked right along City Hall park.

Q.

Then you walked over to --

A.

We walked to the command post, then we walked

up Vesey Street.
Q.

At this time was the tower still standing one

of them or both were down?
A.

I think they both were down.

I mean it was

like a wind storm of paper and dust, which I understand
they said it was generated by that.
day.

It wasn't a windy

We operated there and then we operated on the

fire in number 5 and then later we swung around and we
were at a sub cellar fire at the Bankers Trust
building; 130 Liberty.

We operated in 130 Liberty.

Q.

Do you recall who was in that building?

A.

What companies?

Q.

Yes, Chief or anyone in there?

A.

There were other Chiefs there that that --

21, 43 and 42 and we were gathering up guys that had
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cylinders that were able to go down because it was
pushing from this sub cellar.

So there was a lot of

guys at that point that was later on, but a lot of guys
didn't have masks.

The Chief stopped guys from

assisting us further down the stairs without the
masks.

We made one push, we expended our masks,

everybody came out and then they went hunting down more
cylinders.

They found more cylinders and we went down

with a second push and put those fires out down there.
After that we were on the pile of number 2.
Q.

Doing a search?

A.

Right, that's how we operated, to the best of

my knowledge.

Time frames and all, I don't know.

To

me it seemed like all one big -- it was nighttime and
when we started out it was morning.

It went by very

quickly in that vein of things.
Q.

Which channel were you operating on, Channel

A.

When we got over to Manhattan we were told to

1?

switch to Manhattan.

We switched to Manhattan and the

Chief stayed on 1 and I switched mine, I think it was
to 5 and both radios had a lot of Maydays.

When we

first came over there were a lot of Mayday calls, but
you couldn't really know where they were all coming
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from.

Then the radio quieted down after that, at least

the channels we were on.
Q.

Initially it came in as a third alarm?

A.

We went to a third alarm staging.

that when they have a large fire somewhere.

They do
They bring

units from other boroughs to be ready to go in for the
next wave.
Q.

That's basically the best I can remember.

You had a lot of people passing you on the

streets, a lot of civilians going, trying to get out of
there when you got there?
A.

When we hit the corner of Church and

Chambers, we ran into two firemen that were totally
disoriented and had lost their company, lost contact
with their company.
shell shocked.

They were -- best description

We took their names and we told them to

continue heading more towards midtown to get out of the
storm.
Like I said, the paperwork that we had
anything written on disappeared.

We came back to our

car later in the night.

It was filled with about 25

pairs of shoes, jackets.

A lot of things were taken

from the car, but there were no -- we had our masks
with us.

The guys wanted to take our masks when we

were responding.

We had to to like -- that's about it.
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MR. CUNDARI:
interview.

Thank you for giving this

The time is 1010.

conclusion of the tape.

This is the
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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:
The time is 3:07 p.m.

December 28, 2001.

This is Battalion Chief

Dennis Kenahan of the Safety Battalion for the
Fire Department of the City of New York.

I'm

conducting an interview with Dennis Fischer,
Firefighter from Engine 35 in the quarters of
Engine 36.
Q.

Dennis, just tell us the events as you recall

them on September 11.
A.

Okay, basically I remember being in house

watch slightly after 9 o'clock and seeing an explosion
in one of the Trade Centers and shortly after that
while I was still in house watch, we actually watched
live the second plane hit the second building.

As far

as I can remember, we started gathering up all the
tools we could because obviously we knew something big
was going down.
I think maybe 15 minutes after the second
plane hit, we got the call to go down.
in and we headed down.

The ticket came

We didn't know at the time on

our way down, during our trip down on West Street, the
first tower had collapsed.
afterwards.
down.

That we found out

We didn't even know the first tower was

We arrived down on West Street.

I believe we
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stopped somewhere originally around West Street and
Chambers Street and slowly we got a little bit closer.
We had a Battalion Chief with us, got us a little bit
closer so we weren't going to have to carry our
equipment that far.
We passed a bunch of rigs parked along West
Street.

I'm not exactly sure where we stopped.

I'm

going to venture a guess it was somewhere between
Chambers and Murray Street on the southbound side of
West Street.
Q.

Who was the Battalion Chief you were with?

A.

Yes, actually I was with on Engine 35, it was

Lieutenant Whalen was the officer that day and Billy
Van Name was driving.

I was on the -- I was in the

back with myself, Keith Schroeder, Jim Powers, Brendan
Lowrey and a Battalion Chief Mark Ferran also had
jumped on the rig and came down with us and Lieutenant
Mike Hadden also came on the rig with us.

We had a

total of about 8 people.
Chief Ferran was able to get us a little bit
closer and we wind up parking.

About that time, Chief

Ferran and Lieutenant Hadden walked ahead of us a
little bit, trying to find out what was going on and
myself and the rest of 35, we grabbed our equipment,
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our rollups, control bag and we started walking down
West Street.

Basically we made it pretty far down

towards the Trade Center area.

I believe we stopped

somewhere between Murray Street and Vesey Street.

I

think we pretty much made it almost to Vesey Street and
right behind an ambulance parked on the side of the
road, a Lieutenant instructed us to drop our gear.
A couple of us looked up at the building.
One of the firemen had mentioned he didn't think he saw
the first tower.

A couple of us gazed up and we

weren't sure if we saw one or not.

Time is kind of

fuzzy, but I would say maybe a minute after we dropped
our gear, the Lieutenant was going to walk up to the
command post and find out what was going on.
He got maybe 40 to 50 feet ahead of us.

At

that point, a bunch of people started running towards
us, running north on West Street.

At that point, a

police officer stopped briefly as he was running by
us.

He said guys --

can I say what he said?

Q.

Yes.

A.

Guys, get the fuck out of here that building

is going to come down.

It's coming down.

building is coming down.

That

We looked at each other.

We

kind of looked around, we didn't really think it was

5
D. FISCHER

going to happen.

Maybe 15, 20 seconds after he said

that, we heard the rumbling.
remember as plain as day.

We looked up, that I

I looked up and I saw from

the top, I actually watched it with my own eyes, I saw
the top start to pancake down.
the proby I was with.
amazement.
second.

We looked at each other in

The time seemed to like stand still for a

We looked at each other.

We looked back at each other.
of time went by.
second.

I remember looking at

We looked back up.

It seemed like a bunch

It was probably like a fraction of a

Everybody started just running the other way.

I saw my Lieutenant as I was looking forward that was
ahead of me running towards me, just waving me, just
run, run.

We just left our gear and just started

running north on West Street.
I remember looking back and once it was all
coming down, I was obviously far enough away where I
wasn't going to be hit with debris, but I remember the
cloud coming towards me and I remember thinking this is
going to come get me faster than I can get away from
this.

I remember for a split second I wasn't sure if

it was heat or smoke or -- I didn't know what was going
to happen.

I thought maybe we would get incinerated.

I didn't know if it was just a ball of fire.

I didn't
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know it was just dust.
The cloud of dust pretty much caught up to
us.

It overtook us and there was never really a time

though that you couldn't breathe.

It was really thick

around you, but there was never a time when you
couldn't get enough oxygen.

I remember in the

confusion running, I lost most of the company, just
took off for themselves, we lost each other.

I

remember following the light blue shirt of my officer
and I wound up in Stuyvesant High School, a little bit
further north.

I just kept running until I saw him

ditch off to the side.

Somebody was waving us into the

high school from the front doors.
I jumped into there, into Stuyvesant High
School and found one other guy from my company.

We

stayed in there for about maybe 2 minutes, until the
big cloud of dust.
completely black.

It was like black outside,
Even after just a couple of minutes

it started lightening up, so we figured it was okay.
So we grabbed a couple of masks that were just random
on the ground.

There was equipment laying everywhere.

Couple of guys were just taking a blow.
officer took masks.

Me and my

We threw on the masks and we

walked out of Stuyvesant High School and started
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looking for the rest of our company.
Within about 15 minutes, we found everybody
from Engine 35.

A few of us were in the high school.

We found a few guys on the street.
Ferran.
with.

We ran into Chief

We knew that we had everybody we came down

Except for Lieutenant Hadden.

The last we saw

him, we knew that he walked further up north with Chief
Ferran, but Chief Ferran had lost Lieutenant Hadden.
Afterwards I know they might have been walking up,
trying to meet people at the command post, so I teamed
up with Chief Ferran and we searched the area for a
little while.
Lieutenant Whalen and one of the other guys
from 35 were searching the area.
different channel.
each other.

We switched to a

We were looking back and forth to

A little bit of time went by, maybe 15

minutes, we found Lieutenant Hadden.
accounted for.
could.

We had everybody

After that we just did anything we

We picked up a line here and there.

We put out

a couple of car fires and I would say within 20 minutes
of the initial -- after the second collapse, myself,
Keith Schroeder from 35 and one of the Lieutenants from
35, Lieutenant Hadden, we actually found a hand line
from -- I'm not even sure, maybe 24 Engine somewhere,
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it was a two and a half.

We operated a line underneath

the second foot bridge that was collapsed.
Q.

The northern foot bridge, by Vesey?

A.

Yes, the first foot bridge over there.

was collapsed in one spot.
opening.

It

There was about a 3 foot

There was a void underneath about -- you were

able to crawl.

You couldn't stand up.

There was one

guy from Squad in there and another fireman.

I don't

know who it was, but there was a couple of crushed rigs
under there and a couple of cars.

The cars were on

fire underneath there and so was the rig, so all we
basically tried to do, we went for the rig first, we
tried to extinguish the fire in the cab, hoping maybe
we could find a fireman in the cab.
far to get anybody out.

It was crushed too

We didn't even know if there

was anybody in there.
The car fires, we tried to put out.
were starting to light up underneath there.
have much room at that point.

They

We didn't

A Chief and my other

Lieutenant from 35 just made a motion for to us get the
hell out of there.

They thought maybe that thing was

going to come down on us.
futile effort at the time.
we could.

It felt like kind of a
We were just doing anything

I guess that was -- I guess that pretty much
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-- when we came out of the foot bridge, that had to be
at least now about 45 minutes after the second
collapse.
Then we just kind of
little blow after that.

regrouped and took a

That was the immediate stuff

that we did.
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:
Dennis.

That's fine,

The time now is 3:15 p.m.

the interview.

Thank you Dennis.

This concludes

File No. 9110256
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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:

The time is 4:00

o'clock p.m. and this is Battalion Chief Kenahan of the
New York City Fire Department from the Safety
Battalion.

I'm conducting an interview with Brian

Fitzpatrick, Firefighter Sixth Grade from Ladder 22.
Q.

Hi, Brian.

Just tell us in your own words

what happened.
A.

I'd say that morning, on September 11th, it

was 8:48 a.m., one gentleman at house watch, one of the
firefighters, saw on the news flash that Tower 1 was
hit, the north tower was hit by a plane.

Everybody

started getting their gear ready because we knew we
were going.

I was actually kind of excited because I

thought it was going to be a big job.
the size of the plane that hit it.
of smoke.

We didn't know

We just saw a lot

Our tones went off and it was a voice alarm

and they were basically just calling companies off.
basically ran up the west side.

It

I remember it going

from 35, 40, 74, 25, straight up the west side they
were calling us, and we responded.

I'm almost 100

percent sure that we were en route pretty much when the
second plane hit.

I don't remember seeing it on the

news when the second plane hit.
percent sure we were en route.

So I'm almost 100
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When we got down to the scene, it was pretty
hectic.

We pulled up close to the north tower and then

saw that it was pretty ugly, a lot of debris falling, a
lot of people running.

We moved the rig and went to

the west side command post.

Ladder 22 and Ladder 25 I

remember seeing go to the north tower.
apologize, the south tower.

I mean, I

We were basically standing

fast just watching what was going on.
I remember hearing people shouting about a
third plane being in the air.

I don't know if that's

what held us back from going right away.

But we waited

basically until I saw our Lieutenant Farrington coming
back and we thought he had our orders where we were
going.

So we were grabbing our gear and we were

walking out to meet him and we were in front of the
parking garage in front of 2 World Financial Center,
the Merrill Lynch building, which is basically on the
southwest corner of the north tower and right across
the street from the Vista International Hotel, and
that's when we heard a tremendous noise and it was
coming from the south tower, and we looked up and it
was coming down.
I basically froze and Rich Banaciski shoved
me and told me to run, and I remember there being a
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large number of people behind us as we turned to run.
I remember making it into the tunnel and it was this
incredible amount of wind, debris, heat.

I remember

falling down, getting back up, and the guys were just
falling all over each other.

It wasn't like we were

trying to kill each other, but it was all bets were
off, just run.
I made a right in the tunnel.
some other guys.

I was with

I can't remember the engine company.

They're from the east side.

They were trying to force

a door in the right of the tunnel and it turned out to
be a storage shed.

I remember when I fell down, I

picked up a mask and I put the mask on and I was buddy
breathing with a few of the guys because the air was so
thick and pulling out like baseball clumps of debris
out of your mouth.

We knew that we couldn't force that

door.
My Lieutenant, Farrington, from Engine 76, we
heard him screaming and banging his tool against
something metal and I distinctly remember hearing his
voice.

He had found the exit to the back of 2 World

Financial Center, and it was a maze of stairways, but
we got out.

He found the exit, set up a search rope,

brought it back, and he got out about I'd probably say
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40 guys out of the tunnel.
Then we exited out by the marina, the North
Cove Yacht Harbor, where we all basically just took a
knee and we waited a couple of minutes.
in shock.

We didn't know what happened.

Everybody was
We just

thought it was debris or an explosion or a secondary
explosion or another bomb inside the building or
another plane.
We got up and we made our way around through
what turned out to be the North End Avenue and we hit
Vesey.
now.

I'd say probably 25 minutes had elapsed by

We were walking up Vesey and we got to Vesey and

the West Side Highway and we were making the turn.

I

remember seeing the bridge as we turned and somebody
came running by us saying the north tower was leaning.
I didn't even know the south tower fell yet.

I looked

up and I actually saw the antenna coming down.
I just took off running again.
straight down Vesey.

I headed

I wound up breaking up with the

rest of my company, and I wound up by the railing by
the water.

I remember there was a bunch of senior men

there and they were getting out of their bunker gear
and they were getting ready to jump in the water
because you could see ferries out in the distance
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waving us on.

They said, "Get out of your gear.

We're

going in the water."
When I was younger, I used to work out in the
Hamptons on people's boats and I remember currents.

I

knew the currents down there would just kill us, you
know, they'd find us in South Jersey.

So I just buried

myself in the fence and hoped for the best.
The debris cloud pretty much caught us, but
it seemed like right by the time it hit North End it
stopped.

I think the wind was blowing a different

direction.

It was pulling it all east.

That's what it

turned out to be because I remember the command post,
everything that was set up later was set up on the west
side because the wind was taking all the smoke and
debris east.
I wandered around looking for the rest of my
company, which was Rich Banaciski, Richie Batista,
Billy Reynolds, George Rodriguez, and George was with
the rig and we were sure that he was under it, and
Lieutenant Farrington.

It took me, if I had to guess,

I'd probably say about 45 minutes before I found the
rest of my company and that was on the West Side
Highway and everybody was just lying on the West Side
Highway.

By that time there was just hordes of firemen
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coming down the West Side Highway whatever way they
could get there.

I guess it was the recall.

I don't

know if that was hours later, but I remember seeing
guys that weren't working that day that came down, and
we were all just waiting to get back in.
When they let us back in, it was early
afternoon.
o'clock.

I'd say it was probably 1:30, 2:00

We searched 140 West, the New York Telephone

Company building, for 15, 16 floors.

It was myself,

George Rodriguez, Doug Robinson, a battalion aide, and
Captain Pellegrinelli.

We forced numerous amounts of

doors, but we were basically searching in the wreckage
of, if you were on West Side Highway, it would be the
exposure four side of the telephone company building.
It had gaping, massive holes that you could fit a house
in, you know, what it looked like from the inside.

So

we basically crawled in the rubble there and looked for
victims on each floor because the holes took up several
floors.
We heard a Mayday for everybody to get out of
the building -- no, I'm sorry, an urgent, three
urgents, and we came out of the building.

I'd say that

was like an hour and a half, two hours later.

We were

then positioned on Vesey Street between North End and

8
B. FITZPATRICK

the West Side Highway because there was an imminent
collapse on 7 World Trade, and it did collapse.
As far as other companies, I don't know.

I

knew from sticking my head out the window going down
that we were by 35 and 40.
us when we pulled in.

I think they were ahead of

I'm sorry.

35 Truck and I can't

remember the engine down there, 25, 74, I think 47 was
there.
Q.

These are all the rigs that were on West

street?
A.

Yes.

We were headed down together.

From

what I saw, we all pretty much met up on the West Side
Highway at the same time because the alarms went off
and we're all fairly the same distance from the on
ramps.
That's about it.

That's my story.

I wish I

could be more helpful.
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:
fine.

You've been very helpful.

No, that's been

Thank you for your

cooperation.
THE WITNESS:

No problem.

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:

The time now is

4:10 and this interview is completed.
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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN:
hours.

The time is 1453

This is Battalion Chief John Malkin of the

safety battalion.
I am conducting an interview today with
Captain James Fody, F-O-D-Y, covering in Engine
Company No. 6, regarding the events of September
11.
Q.

What follows is the interview with Captain

Fody?
A.

On the 11th, I was assigned -- I was a

lieutenant at the time, assigned to Engine Company 7,
located on Duane street, about seven or eight blocks
from the trade center.
I was working that day.
night before.

I had worked the

I was working that day on overtime in

Engine Company 9 on Canal Street.
about ten or fifteen minutes.

I was only there

One of my members was

out in front of quarters and witnessed the plane come
over the city and witnessed the plane hit the
building.
Right after that, he came in, informed us an
airliner had just struck the World Trade Center tower.
I went outside and -- not that I didn't believe him,
but somebody tells you something like that, you say,
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oh, well, you think you saw it, or -- take a look.
So I went outside, and we looked in the
direction of the towers, and you could see flames and
smoke emanating from the area of the trade center.

So

we went back inside, and we turned out the company.
Engine 9 is a satellite.
already in.

The day crew was

I took one member from the night crew as

an extra chauffeur to drive the second section of the
satellite, and we responded to the trade center.
Ladder 6 is also quartered with Engine 9, and
they also responded.

Captain Jonas was working.

We

arrived within, I would say, six or seven minutes.

I

had the chauffeurs position the rigs on West Street and
Vesey, which would be the northwest corner of the north
tower, Tower 1.
Myself and the three other firefighters
entered the lobby.
Scott cylinders.
the oxygen.
take.

We took roll-ups.

We took extra

I also took a search rope, and I took

The members asked me what else should we

I said, "Give me the oxygen.

Maybe we can use

that."
And we went in.

We reported to Chief Hayden,

who had set up a command post.

He advised us to just

try to pair up with another engine company.

I went to
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the command board.

They paired us up with Engine 15.

Engine 15 I believe at that time had already entered
the stairway, the B stairway, so I reported in to the
board.

They took down the information, and at the time

we entered the B stairway, and we started up the B
stairway.
It was a little bit crowded getting into the
stairway, but we were able to get into the stairway.
Civilians were coming down, and Fire Department units
were headed up.
time.

The stairway was quite orderly at this

Pretty much it was only room for two rows of

people.

Civilians were coming down one side.

Fire

Department was headed up the other side.
I told the members we are going to have to
pace ourselves.

Every five floors, we'll take a quick

break just to catch our breath, make sure everybody is
still together.

We took a break on five, very short.

We continued up.
I got a little bit ahead of them.

At one

point there, there was, I believe, a Port Authority
detective behind me, who asked me two or three times,
"Let me carry something.

Let me carry something,"

because he saw -- so finally, I said, "All right, take
the oxygen," and I told him what it was.

In case we
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get separated if he can use it, that's what it is.
Somewhere around the 10th Floor, a little bit
above the 10th Floor, I was a little bit ahead of the
members, and Captain Jonas gave a Mayday for a member
of Engine 9 with chest pains, so I turned around to see
they weren't right behind me, and I had to go down
about a flight or two, and I found one of my members.
You want names, of course.
Q.

Yes.

A.

The member was Ray Hayden.

He's assigned to

Engine 9, and I believe he was either crouching or
sitting on the landing probably around the 10th Floor
and was in some distress.

So we helped him onto the

floor, the 10th Floor, and after a minute to two, he
insisted he was all right.
continue .

"I'm okay.

I want to

I want to continue."

We took a little bit time longer to assess
his condition.

We took his pulse.

He seemed to be all right.

We looked at him.

We rested a few more

minutes, and then we continued on.
We continued on about the 20th Floor.

We

took another quick break, went in on the floor to catch
our breath.

As we were picking up our gear again,

getting ready to go up again, the building began to
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shake and sway, and I believe at this time the lights
went out, you know, with all that going on.
We didn't know it at the time, but this was,
in fact, the south tower collapsing.

We just kind of

stayed there for a minute to see what was going on.
Within a minute or two, I heard a transmission on the
radio that the 66th Floor had collapsed.

It had

collapsed into 65, but the building felt sound at this
time.

We continued on.
So from 20, we continued up maybe two more

flights, somewhere between 22 and 23.

We encountered

Fire Department members coming down the stairs still in
the B stairway, and they told us, "We are getting out.
We're evacuating the building."
The order had been given.
order on the radio.

I didn't hear the

I found out later on that it was

given by Chief Pfeifer, the first battalion.

They were

in the lobby when the other building fell, and he had
given that order.
channel.

He may have given it on the command

That's why we didn't hear it.
So we left the roll-ups.

We left the spare

bottles just in order to evacuate quicker.
the stairs, it was again quite orderly.
almost no civilians that we encountered.

Going down

There were
We did have
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to stop probably four or five times to allow other
members to come in from floors or civilians -- the few
civilians that were left coming in from the floors, but
it was orderly.
Made it down to the lobby, exited the
stairways, and the lobby at this point was pretty much
empty.

There weren't too many people in the lobby.

did encounter a lieutenant from Engine 212.
to me and said, "I may need your help.
any of my guys."

I

He came up

I can't find

So I said okay.

There was still one guy -- I wasn't sure of
where one of my guys was, one of the chauffeurs.

I

didn't know if he had come in the building or he was
still outside.

I said, "Let me get all my guys

together, and I'm going to come back, and we'll help
you search for your guys."
Brooklyn.
there.

I knew that he was from

He probably wasn't familiar with the complex

I had been there, from being -- usually we're

second or third due at the towers.

I was a little bit

more familiar about where we might be able to look for
them.
We exited the lobby.

We went past where the

command center was, which -- there were no more chiefs
there.

They had all moved, I think across West
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Street.

We went out onto West Street through the

windows, which had been blown out from the south tower
collapsing, and we turned north on West Street, mainly
just because we were headed towards where the rigs
were.
We got a little bit past, I believe, Vesey
Street, which is the first street north of the north
tower.

We were in the middle of the street near the

divider.

We removed our masks and catching our breath

trying to -- it was overheated and trying to catch our
breath.
Within about two minutes of us being there,
the north tower began to collapse, and we turned, and
we looked, and we could see it was starting to come
down.

Somebody nearby me yelled, "It's coming down,"

which drew my attention it to, that plus the roar, so I
just said to the guys, "Let's just run north.

You

know, just go this way."
Started heading up north, away from, because
I knew we were too close, and would it collapse.

At

this point, I didn't know how far away we were going to
get, whether the debris was going to hit us or not.

I

would say we ran -- I ran maybe 10 or 15 seconds before
I looked over my shoulder, and you could see the dust
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cloud of debris and determined we couldn't out run it,
so I'm not sure if I yelled to guys to try to take
cover or I just motioned to them.
see them that well.

I really couldn't

At this point, it was obviously

chaos.
I had in my mind to try to get behind
something, because I didn't know what was going to be
in this debris cloud.

I didn't know if there was going

hot steel rolling down the street or fire ball, or
shock wave, whatever.
I ran a little bit further, and I came to a
Fire Department suburban parked perpendicular to West
Street and just dove behind that, and within a second
or two, the blast from the collapse hit the rig.
The street went completely dark.
difficult to breathe.

Very

I was covered with dust and

soot, and the concussion blast actually rocked the
vehicle that we were leaning against.

Probably three

or four other members also dove behind the same
vehicle.

One landed on top of me, and one landed next

to me, and we just stayed there until it settled down
and we could see and breathe again.
I was kind of on the bottom of the pile, so I
was trying to get somebody else who was there to see,
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because I didn't know how long it was going to be like
this, see if there was a mask available inside the
rig.

It was a chief's car.

mask there.

Maybe there might be a

We weren't able to get into the

apparatus.
When things started to settle, I got up, and
I looked around.

It took me awhile to find everybody

again that was in my unit.

The time frame is -- I kind

of lost it, to give you the time frame, because things
I thought took five minutes may have taken an hour and
vice versa.

We probably took close to an hour to

assemble everybody, find the other chauffeurs, and
eventually we reassembled.
We moved further north up West Street, got
together.

I was kind of just waiting to see if there

were any chiefs that were going to give orders or
establish an assembly point.
of that going on yet.

There really wasn't much

What we did hear within probably

a another half hour or so, maybe twenty minutes,
transmissions from Ladder Company 6, who was trapped in
the building after the collapse, but they were still -eventually they all made it out, of course, but being
with members who were quartered with them, they wanted
to go see what they could do for them.
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There really wasn't much we could do.
a pile.

It was

We heard over the next half hour, hour or so,

transmissions back and forth from Captain Jonas about
their location, and Chief Blaich trying to figure out
where they were.

They knew where they were.

They were

in the B stairway, but there was -Q.
stairway?

When you look at the pile, where was the B
So how to locate them -- how did that go?

What mechanism would you use?
A.

And just, you know, trying to climb over the

pile at this point, seeing if it was -- eventually, we
were able to get the pumper going.

It was supplied, I

think, by a relay from the boat, fire boat, on the
river, supplied it, and somebody found access to the B
stairway through the parking garage.
There was an entrance on Vesey Street, and we
attempted to stretch a line through there to reach them
from the bottom, but it was too much debris.

It was

completely packed with debris from the bottom.

Must

have taken three or four hours, and they extricated
themselves from -- I know they were trapped with 39
engine, and 39 engine also got out, along with a Chief
Picciotto was also with them.
communications.

They were in
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There was also a chief there that didn't make
it, Chief Prunty, I believe.
us, s I knew him.
at the time.

He had covered down by

I didn't know that he was with them

I didn't find that out till later, but I

know that he was communicating with 39 engine before he
succumbed.
I'm trying to get the time frame right.
After that, we were there quite late.

We were there

until about nine or ten o'clock at night, and
eventually we got the rig.

The rig was damaged, but

drivable, and the members of -- myself and the other
members of 9 returned to Canal Street, quarters at
Canal Street along with a few other members, and I
couldn't tell you what companies they were from.
After that, I went home.

I returned after --

about midnight, I returned to my quarters, Engine 7,
spent the night there, and the next day I went -- I
went home to see my family in the early hours of the
next day between nine and twelve, and I went back that
night.

I spent the next three or four days, just

whenever we could get down to the pile and -Q.

Everybody got out okay from 9?

A.

Everybody in 9 engine survived.

Everybody

from 6 engine -- I mean 6 truck survived, miraculously,
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and everybody from 7 and 1, where I was assigned,
survived.
Q.

Unbelievable.

A.

Unbelievable, yeah.

I know 7 made it up as

high as the about the 30th Floor, 30 or 31 with -Captain Tardio was working.

I think he had three guys

with him.
Q.

The intention of the chiefs giving the orders

more or less to engine companies initially was take
your roll-ups, and you were going to fight the fire.
Pretty much that's the way it looked, right?
A.

Yeah.

Q.

In the initial stages, that was basically the

intent, right?
A.

They were basically, I would assume, treating

it as a high-rise fire.
Q.

As a high-rise fire, yeah.

A.

A big fire.

My thoughts going up the stairs

was I didn't know if we were going to put it out.
Q.

Right.

A.

But I assumed that we could get close enough

that, you know, people were trapped, and we had to
extinguish fire to get to them, or to keep a stairway
clear or --

14
J. FODY

Q.

What would you say the chances of getting to

the 85th Floor, the 86th Floor, with these roll-ups,
the bunker gear, a mask, an extra bottle, without the
elevators?
A.

What are our chances?

Looking back now, practically zero.

If the

building -- and I couldn't -- I don't think you could
find a person there that day that thought the building
was going to come down.
Q.

Right.

A.

You probably heard that.

Q.

Absolutely.

A.

You probably won't hear anybody say that they

really thought they weren't going to go in because it
was going to come down.

That was it was the furthest

thought from their mind.
At one point, I figured we'll get as close as
we can get.

When we reach the point of exhaustion,

maybe other companies coming in would be able to come
up with only their bunker gear and pick up the roll-ups
and continue, pick up the roll-ups and maybe even our
masks, and be able to continue, or if we got close
enough to fight the fire, they would be behind us, but
it was going to be -- as it went on, it was going to be
more of just a rescue evacuation and not really
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fighting fire.
Q.

When you were in the lobby, did you notice

the elevators, what the condition of the elevators
was?
Was there any fire in the elevator shafts?
Did you notice the elevator to any extent?
A.

I didn't see fire in the elevator shafts.

There was a good deal of soot, like a white soot all
through the lobby.

A couple of the doors of the

elevators were buckled, so there was some kind of
explosion or fire in there.

There were -- in the

vestibule between the outer doors and the inner doors,
there were two civilian bodies burned.

There was

nothing we could do for them at that point, you know.
I assumed something came down and just burned them.
They might have been in the elevator or near the
elevator and stumbled as far as they got.
I heard reports that there was one elevator
working that some guys used.
by the time we got there.

There were no elevators

All the elevators were out.

It was one of the first things that was established.
Elevators were not working.
If we were going to do anything, we were
going to go from the stairs.

That's pretty much it.
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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN:

That's pretty much

it.
I thank Captain Fody for this interview.
This concludes the interview and it's 1511 hours,
and that's it.
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Today is November 9th,

I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire

Department, City of New York.
now 0717 hours.

The time is

I'm conducting an interview

with -EMT FORTIS:

Joseph Fortis, EMT 1376.

MR. RADENBERG:
EMS Battalion 20.

Joseph is assigned to

This interview is being

conducted at EMS Battalion 20 regarding the
events of September 11th, 2001.
Q.

Joseph, if you would begin from when

you were assigned to the job.

You can pretty

much take it from there.
A.

Me and my partner Mike were at the

station here.

We first put all our stuff in the

vehicle and we attempted to log on, and there was
a computer problem with our ambulance.

We heard

the dispatcher start screaming for units.

We

volunteered.
"3 John, put the job on the screen,"
and we couldn't log on.
to staging.

He just said, "Head down

Start heading down there.

you some more information."
on a few times on the way.

I'll give

We attempted to log
We went on the
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Bruckner southbound and started heading down
towards the incident.
We went down the Bruckner and through
that Brooklyn Battery Tunnel underpass, the
Battery Park underpass.

We were on our cell

phones at the time, and I was talking to my
mother and so was Mike.
the building.
screen.

They told us a plane hit

We couldn't get the job up on the

We couldn't log on.

So we were getting

our information from our family.
We went down the Bruckner to the FDR,
and then we jumped on the FDR and they closed the
highway.

We had maybe like 15 cop cars and

highway cars and 3 fire trucks and like 5
ambulances.

We headed down there.

We came out,

and we didn't know what was going on.
just an accident at the time.

It was

We came out

through the tunnel.
When we pulled up onto West Street, the
whole world was pretty much blocked in front of
the towers.

So we actually went into the

oncoming traffic.

They had it closed down.

proceeded north.

They told us staging was at

Vesey and West.

We
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4

We got there and we backed our
ambulance -- I was, and Mike was teching.
backed the ambulance in.

We

Whoever the captain was

there at the scene asked us to just grab all our
equipment and stay with our vehicles and we were
just placed in front of the vehicles at the time.
So we did that and lit up a cigarette and waited
to see what they wanted to do.
I believe at that time -- I can't even
tell you the time frame.

We actually heard like

the engines I guess for the second plane coming
in, and it just got louder and, boom, the second
plane hit the other tower.
watched.
down.

We stood there and we

I guess like a fireball cloud came

We were all standing on the corner I guess

by the pedestrian bridge off the corner there
with our equipment.

We were just amazed in awe.

Everybody was running at us saying
evacuate and we're under attack kind of thing.
Then the light went on to run.

We turned around

and started running west on Vesey Street, and we
made it just past the American Express building.
It was just coming too fast.

We

couldn't get away from that cloud per se, and we
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ducked into the lobby of a building there.

I

believe it was between -- it might have even been
the American Express building on the corner
there.
Q.

At this point it's the collapse of the

first building now?
A.

No, no.

This is just when the second

plane.
Q.

Okay.

A.

The buildings were still up.

So it was

just a blast from I guess the second plane, I
think, came in, and the dust cloud just came.

We

were on the corner there, and you just felt the
heat.

Our back and all our eyebrows were all

singed and everything.

We had a little flash

burn because we were right -- I guess when it
were came were we right on West off the corner of
I guess where six was, if that was it, if this is
West Street here.
Q.

Yeah.

A.

We were actually right by the

pedestrian bridge, because when we -- the bridge
is there, and we were actually over here and the
ambulances were parked off the corner.
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Q.

South of the pedestrian bridge?

A.

South of the pedestrian bridge, when I

guess the second plane came in.

So we ran.

Everybody was running down Vesey west, and that's
the way we went.

After that incident and

everybody composed themselves, a couple minutes
later everybody was just like -- it was just
chaos.
One of the people who worked here at
the station, I believe he just finished dropping
off his girlfriend or his wife at the Trade
Center.

She worked there.

So we were actually

trying to keep him calm and keep him from running
into the building.

It actually took like three

of us to stop him from running across, just
running back into the building.
to go with him.

He wanted us all

They were like stay here, so we

stayed there.
Then everybody composed themselves, and
we were back on the corner of -- back on Vesey
and West where the staging was, and they were
like, "Stay right here.

Stay right here.

Nobody

go towards the building."
All of a sudden we started -- they
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wanted us to go towards whatever building that we
were going to do triage in the lobby of -- I
don't know if it was one or two, but we were
supposed to set up a triage there.
weren't too sure yet.

But they

They were waiting for a

confirmation or something.

We had all our

equipment, and everything was already singed from
that point.
Like I said, we started ahead like
halfway across West Street with our stuff, and
the ground started shaking like a train was
coming.

You looked up, and I guess -- I don't

know, it was one that came down first or two?
Which one?
Q.

The first one to come down was the

south tower, number two.
A.

Two?

We were standing on West Street,

and the ground started to shake.

You looked up,

and it looked like a ticker tape parade off the
back of the building, because all this stuff
started coming down.

We thought it was just like

all papers and everything.

Like I said, there

was pieces of body parts all over the place.
We came halfway across the street, and
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Everybody was

running out of the same evac, the building's
falling and ESU and everybody and everyone's
screaming "Get back!

Get back!"

We dropped all our stuff and started
running again, west on Vesey, headed towards
Vesey and West.

Then we went west on Vesey.

We

just made the turn on I believe on North End
Street.

Just as we got to the corner, I guess

the debris from the cloud came up Vesey and up
Murray and then up and over that building that's
there.

So we actually stood up against the

building here.
Q.

Vesey and North End?

A.

Right, right.

there.

The lobby is like right

They didn't want us to go in the

building.
chaotic.

Actually everybody -- it was just
That cloud came, and we just leaned up

against the building and it was just -- no one
could breathe or anything.
Then after that we -- an ambulance came
by from I think it might have been Cabrini's
ambulance, and they stopped right in front of
that building on North End Street.

We all jumped
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Like I say, you could just see

the cloud coming up and over the building.

We

waited and the ground was shaking and all that.
We waited like two, three minutes.

We got out of

that vehicle and proceeded I guess east on Vesey
towards the buildings again.
At that point there were -- all the
ambulances on the corner there, I believe like
the first three or four off that corner were
destroyed.

We were maybe the seventh or eighth

ambulance off the line.

So our vehicle was -- we

left it running, so it was still running at the
time.

The windows were open and all that, and a

couple windows blew out.
I jumped in the ambulance, and we
pulled them on -- we headed westbound and parked
them in front of the building there on North End
Street.

Then I went back and we grabbed

Cornell's bus and grabbed like three other
vehicles that were all running.

I think it was

like Cabrini, Cornell and then our ambulance,
429.

At that point I didn't know where my

partner Mike went, because he went one way and I
went the other way.
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After that we actually went towards the
buildings there, and we were just taking people
from -- I guess from right off the front of Trade
Center one, all these people, and we would bring
them over to the ambulance and they would go.
And we would go back to almost the stairs of
building one again and just help people straight
across the street, and back and forth.
Then everyone was screaming that it's
unsafe and everybody had to pull back.

Meanwhile

everybody was still taking people from -- helping
people from the sidewalk in front of the towers
across the street almost to Vesey and West, and
from there they were going to an ambulance or
they actually set up a triage in the American
Express building, I believe it was, on the corner
there.
We went across to the sidewalk like
two, three times, and then when we came back the
third time they told us to stay here.

We were

going to do like -- make that like a forward
triage, this American Express building.
It was me and my partner and Steve
Pilla and a couple other people from the station.
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We had like those multiple oxygen mask trees on
like a big tank, and we were just bringing them
to only firemen and cops.
civilians whatsoever.

We didn't have any

We had a couple chiefs.

Everybody was just like minor cuts.

Nobody was

life-threatening.
Everyone was hacking, so we actually
had like maybe 20 to 30 police and firemen on
like the non-re-breathers.

I think it was on in

the American Express on the corner there.
A few minutes after that, after we had
everybody we were treating, they were shipping
them down the block.

ESU came in and said they

thought the gas lines were going to blow for the
building or something and we needed to evac out
of there immediately.
So we just grabbed all the stuff again
and piled them on the stretchers.

Actually all

the firemen and cops were ripping off their
oxygen masks and running out of the building.

As

we got out the American Express building on the
corner there, we started running again westbound,
because everybody was just screaming, "It's going
to blow!

Run, don't walk, and just leave all the
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equipment."
I guess the next building came down.
Again we were like halfway up the block, and it
just came and annihilated the triage area.

I

believe two other firemen and a cop were killed
or something over there or whatever it was.
So after that again we went back to
that building on North End and Vesey Street, the
building on the corner there.

We set up -- they

wanted to do it there, set up a forward triage
there instead.

Again we set up everything again.

There's an atrium there, and we had everything
underneath the atrium with the glass, we had to
move everything over.
After I guess the second building came
down and that cloud came again, again nobody
could even breathe.

We had a line with breathers

on in the back of the ambulance because the
windows were missing and the cloud was just
devastating.
After that then everybody split up.
don't know where Mike, my partner, went.

I

He

wound up I believe on the opposite side almost
over like at Trinity and Church, because we got
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He ran left, and I ran right.

He got

to the other side.
Then after everything was kind of
calmed down a little bit, it must have been after
10:30 then.

We were just doing, again, just

firemen and police officers.
civilians whatsoever.

We didn't have any

They were all just like

respiratory problems and minor cuts.
people were kind of critical.

A couple

So we would take

them and throw them in the ambulances.
Then after both buildings were down, we
were actually going from right to where the
sidewalks used to be and just trying to move
things with everyone who was there and put people
into ambulances or direct them, throw a gauze pad
on their head and tell them to keep walking north
on West Street, just keep walking north.
That's really about it.
and then time just passed.

We did that,

The next thing I

remember was I guess when the third building came
down.

We were right in front of -- I don't know

if that's a school.

We were actually still on

Vesey and West but just north of the pedestrian
bridge on the corner there.

Everybody stood back
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right off the point where the water starts.
don't know where that is.

I

Is that right there?

Wherever the water is, there's like a little -Q.

This would be the marina behind it.

A.

We were here.

I thought there was

another -- like here where the boats pull in.

I

don't know if we were all the way over here.
They actually had a couple tugboats there.
Q.

I know it's just in behind the Winter

Garden.
A.

Right.

On the other side of the

building here there's actually -- where's the
high school from here, Stuyvesant?
Q.

It's further north.

A.

When the third building came down,

that's where we were.

We were actually -- they

pulled us all back.
Q.

Yeah, Stuyvesant is all the way up here

just north of Chambers.
A.

They had some boats over here.

Actually they pulled us all the way back that far
at the point because they didn't want any -- they
didn't want us anywhere near it.
just running around.

Everyone was

When the third building
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came down, we were on that corner in front of the
school, and everybody just stood back.
They pulled us all back at the time,
almost about an hour before it, because they were
sure -- they knew it was going to come down, but
they weren't sure.

So they pulled everyone back,

and everybody stood there and we actually just
waited and just waited and waited until it went
down, because it was unsafe.

They wouldn't let

anyone next to I guess the two piles, we would
call them, where one and two was.

We stood back.

We waited.
Then after the building came down and
the dust and everything settled, everybody
actually went back.

Everybody was just moving

things, and we were actually picking up a lot of
body parts and putting them in red bags and just
having them shipped to the morgue and this and
that.

We did that for a couple hours, and it

started to get dark.
The next thing I remember, I was
down -- it must have been about 10:00, and they
had like a whole bunch of people from our station
were right in front of the school, Stuyvesant,
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and they were all holding hands praying.
walked over and slapped them five.

I

I was like,

"What are you guys crying -- it's all right, you
know, things are going to get better."
They had me, because Mike was on the
other side, and I guess at 12 he talked to
someone and said "Where's your partner?"
like, "I don't know.

They're

I think he was at -- he was

supposed to be --" we were just taking people
from the stairs of the building.
going near the lobby.

We weren't

They said it was unsafe.

They weren't too sure.
They said, "We think the building's
safe, but don't just go anywhere yet."

They

wanted to do triage in one of the building
lobbies, but they said hold off a few minutes and
we'll see how it goes, and then things rolled
from there.
When we split up, he said, "They told
us to go to the lobby."

So he thought I was in

the lobby of the building at the time.

It was

about 3:00 that afternoon, and our cell phones
finally went on so I called my house.
to my wife and told her I was fine.

I talked
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From there, like I said, I was talking
to the guys at the station and Lieutenant
Sullivan smacked me in the head and we were
laughing.
moron.

He said, "Thank God you're okay, you

We had you down because you were supposed

to be in the building."

I was joking around with

him, saying, "Well, you know it takes a unique
person to be a firefighter.

I don't run into

burning buildings that people are running out
of."
When we were there, even my partner, we
were like just to watch all those regular people
jumping out the windows was -- we saw maybe like
10 or 12 people jump out the windows.

That was

the thing, when we get to almost the stairs when
the buildings were up, we just looked up just to
make sure, because you couldn't help but look up,
just to make sure everything wasn't coming down.
What else can I say?

After they found

out at 10:00 that I was okay, I told Lieutenant
Sullivan I wanted to go home.

He just gave me

the keys to an ambulance that was off the corner
that was destroyed.
up.

I boosted it, and it started

It was destroyed.

I got in, and I drove and
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I drove back to the station.
I dropped a fireman off halfway up off
the West Side Highway.
somewhere.

I dropped him off

I don't even remember who he was.

dropped him off.

Then I came home by myself.

pulled into the garage of Battalion 20.
when everyone found out I was okay.

I
I

That's

I was on the

missing list and all this.
Supposedly my mother was here at 12.

I

was on the phone with her at about 10 to 9, 5 to
9, saying I'm on my way down.
Brooklyn.

She works in

Like I said, they were telling us what

was happening.

So when the phone went dead, she

came here to the station from home.

It was 12,

12:30.
Whatever transpired here, they said,
"Well, we can't get in touch with everybody, but
we think everyone's fine," this and that.
They're like, "He's not even down there."

She's

like, "Don't tell me he's not down there.

He

told me he was in front of it," because we
weren't logged onto the computer, so it didn't
show that 03 John was there.
started.

That's how that

J. FORTIS
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What was your partner's last name?

A.

Negron, Mike.
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He doesn't want to talk

about it.
Q.

Okay.

No problem.

When you came out of the Battery Park
and coming up West Side Highway, did you park on
West Side Highway or -A.

I parked right on Vesey right off West

Side Highway.

There was maybe one, two, three,

four ambulances off the corner, and then, boom,
we were the fifth one right there, because we
were directly in front of the entrance of the
American Express building.
Q.

Right.

Then you staged down just

south -A.

Just south of the bridge.

Q.

-- of the bridge, on the west side of

the street?
A.

Right.

Then as people were coming out

and were having difficulty coming out down the
stairs -- because they really didn't want us to
cross the median.

That was kind of like, "Guys,

just don't cross the median for a few minutes."
Everybody wanted to help, but they
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I've been here ten

years, and there was a reason for them to tell me
to stay there.
Q.

I pretty much followed the rules.

Right.

When you arrived at West and

Vesey, do you remember seeing EMS officers down
there, other personnel that you recognized?
A.

When we came up -- when we were coming

north on West Street, we had the windows open.
It was so funny, I remember Mike looking out the
window going, holy, you know, look at that shit.
He was looking out the window, out the passenger
window.

There were so many vehicles parked from

Liberty all the way to Vesey on the north side of
West Street, heading north on West Street, that
you just couldn't get by.
I always like to leave myself an out.
They told me to get to Vesey and West anyway, so
that's where I was going.

There's like a little

island there, a little sidewalk.

It must have

been just south or actually over here by wherever
we came out on Cedar.

I came into the southbound

lanes, because it was shut down anyway, and just
drove all the way up to Vesey and West and backed
the ambulance in right there.
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So when we came by, we saw all the -there was a couple I think it might have been
like Cabrini and a Metro Care ambulance, a lot of
the private ambulances and the fire companies
were all right in front of -- right on the north
side of West Street there, and we just drove
right past all of them, because we were supposed
to be on Vesey and West, because you always leave
yourself an out.
Q.

Yeah.

A.

All those vehicles were parked there.

I don't remember who it was, but we saw I believe
there was Deshore from the academy, from EMS.
Q.

Captain Deshore?

A.

Captain Deshore.

They were heading

towards -- everyone was running across in front
of us, and we were still going to Vesey and West.
It looked like her and a bunch of other EMS
workers.

There was someone else from -- I

believe his last name is Joseph, one of the other
new guys here.

I thought I saw him go by and one

of the medics from the south.
first name is Joe.
the site.

I only know his

They were all going towards

We were still trying to get to Vesey
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and West at the time.
So we just backed the vehicle up there
and, like I said, put our equipment in the front.
Just as I was ripping tape to put 03 John on the
windshield, I guess that's when we heard the
turbines or whatever.
Q.

The second plane?

A.

The second plane per se.

We didn't

even know it was that until afterwards, until
days after.
Q.

Right.

A.

The people you were with, it was Chris

Attanasio and Roland.

They were like, "Oh, no,

dude, that was" -- the first thing we heard was
the plane coming in, because then we were there
for the other collapses.

I didn't even realize

it because it was just chaos and everybody was
just scared, to be honest with you.
Like I said, when that blast came out,
everybody got this little sing.

Even like the

little bands on our jackets just melted right
off, the reflective bands.

We just dropped

everything when the cloud came, composed
ourselves, and went back to the site again.
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Then the rest of the day between
whatever, 4 and 10, after I guess the third
building went down, they said it was okay.
Everybody was really on like the bucket thing and
on the pile, just moving debris for a couple
hours.
Then when I went to go get a soda, then
I was relieved.
Q.

They sent me home.

After the second hit, you came back

pretty much to the same area south of the
pedestrian bridge?
A.

Yeah, after the second plane hit we ran

to North End Street and Vesey and waited until
the blast went by, went back to where we
originally staged and moved all the ambulances
back around the corner.

Then we went after that

and just with our equipment in the stretchers
stood over here and waited because they wanted to
keep the vehicles out to the side.

They were

just like, "Grab whatever equipment you can."
Q.

You were back down on West, south of

the pedestrian bridge?
A.

Yeah, by the bridge.

Actually just

north of the bridge, because the bridge was
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annihilated at that point.
Q.

When the treatment area was set up in

the American Express building, that was after the
first collapse?
A.

After the first collapse.

We must have

been in that building for not even like -- it
probably was a while, like 10, 15 minutes, but it
just seemed like for a minute or two.
the big one's an H tank.

I guess

We had the multiple

trees, and all I did was rip off the
non-breathers and people just coming in, just
policemen, firemen.

We started doing our thing.

Like I said, all of a sudden ESU came
in and said the building was unsafe and we needed
to get out of that building because they thought
that the gas lines were going to go.
From there we moved again back to North
End and Vesey in whatever building that was
there.

That's where we started to do another

triage, forward triage thing.

There was a little

construction there, and the water's right there.
So they said, okay, maybe it's not safe there.
One building was still up.
What happened was everyone was just
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taking vehicles and taking people and heading
northbound.

We stayed there for a few.

It was

me and my partner -- not my partner, Steve Pilla
and a couple other gentlemen.
remember who they were.

I don't even

Everyone was just

throwing equipment into that location from all
the other vehicles that were destroyed.

They

would just salvage the equipment and bring it
right to there.
They determined that that was a little
too close still, and they wanted us out of that
building.

We to go north.

When the second

building was coming down, we must have been like
on Murray and North End, and the cloud was coming
from the second building.

So we actually went

back into this one here just to avoid the cloud.
Then after that passed, that's when we returned
back to actually ground zero or whatever then.
Q.

Any thoughts or comments, anything else

you'd like to add?
A.

No.

Q.

Okay.

I think we covered this, but

when you first arrived at staging do you remember
the officers that were there?
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I can't remember his name, but I see

him regularly.

I believe there was a lieutenant

there, a captain, and one of the chiefs was just
going by.
were.

But I don't even remember who they

As a matter of fact, I saw him maybe down

there another time, and he was like, "I'm glad to
see you're okay," and that kind of thing.
don't know him by his name.

I

It's always like,

"Hey, what's up," that kind of thing.
Q.

Right.

A.

That's really about it.

Q.

Okay.

I thank you.

MR. RADENBERG:

The time is now 0749,

and the interview is concluded.

-

File No. 9110087

WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW
EMS LIEUTENANT CHARLES FRASER
Interview Date:

October 16, 2001

Transcribed by Nancy Francis

2
C. FRASER

MR. FEILER:
2001.

Today's date is October 16th,

The time now is 1007 hours and this is Monty

Feiler of the Fire Department of the City of New York.
I am conducting an interview with the following
individual:
Q.

Please state your name, rank and assigned

command.
A.

Lieutenant Charles Fraser, EMS Division 4.

Q.

Of the New York City Fire Department.
We're conducting the interview at the

conference room of the Division 4 EMS command at Queens
General and the interview is regarding the events of
September 11th, 2001.

Also present for the interview

is.
MS. MAGGI:

Diana Maggi, investigations and

trials.
Q.

Go ahead, sir.

We're looking into your

participation in the World Trade Center incident.
A.

The morning of the incident, I was at the EMS

Academy at Fort Totten in Queens and we were alerted
that there was a plane crash at the World Trade
Center.

We saw a small clip of it on television.

Shortly thereafter I was advised to start out to the
scene with Lieutenant James Scullion.

That was at the
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direction of Chief Charlie Wells that they were doing a
recall of the hazmat trained and special operations
division supervisors.
I started out in the Bronco with him.

He was

driving and he said that we had gotten Charlie Wells on
the cell phone and he said to direct ourselves into the
lobby of 2 World Trade Center and set up operations
there and that we would just coordinate with him what
needed to be done.

We took the Brooklyn-Queens

Expressway over to the Brooklyn Bridge, and I recall we
got about a quarter of the way onto the bridge and
there were thousands of people just evacuating into
Brooklyn over the bridge.

As we headed into Manhattan,

I looked over and we started to see the first tower
come down, just a devastating sight, to the point where
we had to physically stop because there were police
cars in front of us.

We looked over and I remember

thinking, oh, my God, you'll never see this in your
life again, and I remember actually blessing myself
with the sign of a cross thinking, my God, there were
people in there, there were guys in there, let alone
our people, between police, fire and civilians.
We came over the bridge, we went over Park
Row, past City Hall, which they looked like they were
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attempting to secure and lock that down.

We came down

Park Row to Fulton Street, we came across Fulton, and
as we pulled up on Church Street, we got out of the
vehicle, we started to get on our bunker pants and get
dressed ready to go into 2 World Trade when the second
building started to come down and we heard on the radio
a lot of people screaming Mayday, evacuate, it's coming
down.

We started to look up and we could see what

looked like the top of this tower coming down at us,
and then like a roller coaster, like a wooden roller
coaster sound, and just bodies all over the ground,
hitting the ground.
We got into the vehicle, we started to pull
out, we made a tight U-turn and we actually struck two
metal parking stanchions that were in the way because
there were a lot of vehicles on the street that we were
trying to get around, and as we struck these two, the
bumper came up into the front end of the vehicle and
then on top of that two emergency service officers
jumped onto the back of the vehicle and actually threw
their weapons into the back window and jumped onto the
vehicle, and I watched through the rear as people just
like disappeared into the black smoke.

We made it

about a half a block to the east on Fulton and we
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stopped the vehicle.

We couldn't proceed any further

and we were just engulfed in a cloud.

You couldn't see

probably five feet in front of you, and then it just
got darker and darker, the wind picked up, and then
this stuff started hitting the vehicle, just large
chunks of computer monitors and concrete and panes of
glass.

Then Jimmy Scullion with was able to get the

vehicle started again.

We drove up further.

We

actually drove out of it onto Park Row and we stopped
at Park Row and we waited I'd say probably about ten
minutes or so because you just couldn't proceed.
couldn't see where you were going.

You

You couldn't move.

We walked back down Fulton Street to Church,
and when we got to Church Street, I guess we were on
like Barclay and Church, we had noticed that there was
a large setup of police emergency service.

That's

where we encountered the first EMS unit, 49 Henry.

It

was Kevin Barrett and Brendan Mulroy, two of our hazmat
trained EMTs.

We grouped them up and took them with

us, and the next thing we did, I ran into Chief
McCracken's son and he had come in to the scene and he
had been inquiring if anybody had heard of his father.
I didn't hear him on the radio.

I'd heard Captain

Deshore on the radio quite a bit giving updates on
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patient counts and access, and then I didn't hear her
on the radio anymore.

There was a lot of silence on

the radio.
Q.

What frequency were you on?

A.

I was on the Citywide command frequency.

It

was a lot of silence, nobody talking over EMS.
Then we proceeded down into the subway
station at Barclay Street and Church because they said
that there was numerous people down there trapped
towards West Street.

We walked from Church all the way

down to Barclay and West, and we couldn't exit the
subway because there was so much debris and everything
above us, but there were people down there.

So we

ended up coming out by -- I guess back to West Street,
and as we came out on West Street, I ran into
Lieutenant Kevin Haugh, who had responded down from
Manhattan North, and what we started to do was pretty
much safety and accountability, trying to find EMTs and
medics that were just wandering.
shell shocked.

It was like they were

They had lost their partners, they

couldn't recall where they were, who they were with,
where their vehicle was.

We commandeered a city bus

that was parked on West Street and we started to put
everybody into that vehicle.
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The next one I ran into was Chief John
Peruggia.

He was establishing a command post on West

Street by Barclay and he had assigned myself and
Lieutenant Scullion and Lieutenant Haugh to do the
safety officer and to start doing accountability and to
try and access vehicles that were down on Liberty
Street.

There were numerous ambulances, they said,

that were buried and could we get down there to ID
these vehicles and/or the people.
As we headed on down, it ended up we couldn't
walk any further because the bridge had dropped across
West Street.

So what I ended up -- what we did was we

went into 3 Financial, the American Express Building,
we worked our way through the lobbies and we actually
came out on the other side by Liberty.

As I recall, I

think there were about ten or eleven ambulances there
and they were all buried in debris.
burning, actively burning.

Two of them were

We had taken the VIN

numbers off of them, the vehicle ID number, so that we
could match it up, and later on in the tour we went to
the Police Department and they were able to run the VIN
number and give us the vehicle number and then trace
down the crew that was with that.
The other ambulances that were intact, we
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cleaned them off as much as we could, we spray painted
them to ID what they were, whether it was fire, one was
a Metro Care ambulance, and I remember there was a
civilian dead next to that Metro Care ambulance but
half under the vehicle and the legs were out, and as we
pulled the person out to kind of see, the whole back of
her head was blown off and it's like she was just
decapitated.

But she wasn't in a uniform.

civilian attire.

She was in

So we covered her over with a blanket

and then we ended up going through these vehicles,
getting personal effects out that we could.

You know,

crews usually have a bag with personal effects.

We

went through there and tried to ID who was even in that
vehicle.

Once we obtained that information, we gave it

to Captain Dave Fenton, who was doing accountability by
then.

This was about, I guess, 1:30, 2:00 o'clock in

the afternoon.
Then as we proceeded on, most of the rest of
the evening I was doing safety officer work and
accountability stuff, working mainly off of the back
side by North End there, I would say, up by 2 World
Financial Center and the Winter Garden, assisting with
setting up temporary morgue and safety of EMS people
because we had a lot of off-duty people that weren't
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even tagged in the system that we didn't even know
where they were, taking down their Social Security
number, regrouping them, keeping them into a triage
treatment area.
I think the hardest part that we had on the
overnight -- well, I would say right after and
preceding the second collapse and then on into the
afternoon was just we had no resources, we had no
equipment, we had nothing.

And radio communications,

same thing, we just couldn't get through.

You couldn't

get through no matter what you tried to do
accountability.
Q.

The off-duty people, anybody that you

recognized, any names offhand?
A.
there.

I know Maureen Bartwink from Battalion 49 was
She had come down with her partner, which was

Ron McCue.

They were together.

Jack O'Loughlin, a

lieutenant from Queens was there.

Early on, as a

matter of fact, we had turned over a triage area that
we set up by Park Row and Fulton Street, we had set up
a large triage treatment area prior to going into that
subway entrance.

Lieutenant Scullion and I had gotten

a few ambulance resources together along with St.
Vincent's Hospital and Lieutenant O'Loughlin said he
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would take over that sector so that we could proceed on
when we got this request that there were people in the
subway.

So I know he was there off duty.

But that's

about it that I can recall offhand.
Q.

Did you ever enter any of the towers?

A.

No.

Q.

The second one or --

A.

No.

They collapsed and on our way back we

had been sent -- we had gotten sidetracked prior to
reporting to Chief Peruggia because they said that
there were five police officers that were buried, and
that would be, I guess, I'm looking at 1 World Trade
Center, and they were in between 6 and 1 World Trade,
and we had gotten down there and ended up -- I remember
a police officer coming to me and he had a serious hand
injury, actually, it was a detective, in uniform with a
detective shield, and he had a left hand with serious,
serious injury, burned, cut down to the bone, and we
had treated him with St. Vincent's paramedics and they
had removed him to a treatment area.

But when we tried

to get up into where these officers were, it was like
walking in snow.

Every three footsteps you took, you

were back one, and it was just like in a deep, muddy
slush.
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Most of the entry that we did was down by
around 1 World Trade and 3 World Trade later in the
afternoon because we had a lot of EMS people.

Some

were in uniform, some weren't in uniform, and they were
just wandering about, like trying to help out in
different areas.

So what we had worked to do was pull

those people out and get them into a unified treatment
area so that we'd have accountability of them.
I'm thinking of who.

I know I had Steve

Scarinzi with me from Battalion 49.

He had come down

off duty and I linked up with him, I guess, 1:00, 2:00
o'clock in the afternoon, and I had him for a good part
of the evening with us.
Q.

Where did you leave the Bronco?

A.

The Bronco was left on Park Row right by I

guess Broadway, Park Row and Broadway, because right
here is a cutout on the map where there's some parking
stanchion.

We had parked it there.

There was

significant damage to the front end from us trying to
pull out.

Luckily enough, we had particulate masks

that we had found in the vehicle, so we were able to
get masks on right away because I don't think we would
have been able to proceed any further.

I mean, it was

just you couldn't breathe, it was just so thick, and
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those masks only lasted probably 15 minutes before you
were saturated.
Q.

Is there anything else that you think is

important, any other recollections or impressions that
you'd like to add before we conclude?
A.

Not really, no.
MR. FEILER:

Okay.

I want to thank you on

behalf of the Department for conducting the interview
with us.

The time now is 1021 hours and this concludes

the interview.
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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN:
December 28, 2001.

Today's date is

The time is 1:38 p.m.

This is

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the Safety
Battalion of the Fire Department of the City of
New York.

I'm conducting an interview with Todd

Fredrickson, Firefighter from Ladder 43 in the
quarters of Ladder 43.
Q.

Todd, just tell your story as you recall it

from September 11.
A.

We responded down West Side Highway, we

didn't get that close because there were so many rigs
backed up, so we got out of the rig.
walking down.

We got pretty much to West and Vesey

when the building collapsed.
coming down.

We started

A big cloud of smoke was

We tried forcing the gate right next to a

building in an effort to get everybody that was running
down the street into somewhere that was a little more
secluded.
But by the time we were getting through the
gate, the cloud was already on us.

I guess guys didn't

know if it was going to be hot or not.
putting their mask on.

Some guys were

It wound up not being hot and

we just started making our way down the street towards
the World Trade Center.

On the way down there was a
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cop.

I guess we had jumped in the back of his police

car, which I guess you can't get out of once you got
in.
We got him out of there and then we just kept
walking down.

There was a bunch of fires all over the

place.

Stuff burning across the street, cars, cars,

rigs.

It was -- someone gave a signal for an EMS, the

police emergency unit, whatever it's called.
Q.

A 10-13?

A.

No, whatever the police's rig.

Emergency

response.
Q.

ESU?

A.

Yes, ESU.

fire.

They had one of their rigs on

They said there was ammunition in there so we

were stretching a line there initially to put that
out.

I started jumping up on rigs and just putting the

deck guns on and spraying it wherever there was fire.
It was all over.

Then we realized that that wasn't

really what was important right now so we started
moving towards the rubble.
Someone gave a Mayday.

I guess it was

someone trapped under one of the pedestrian bridges.
We started to go under there to look.
Chiefs pulled us out of there.

One of the

He said don't go under
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there.

I saw them -- it was pretty chaotic.

So we

started to move towards, I believe it was this
building, it was a black building, US customs
building.

That was still standing or relatively still

standing.

I'm not sure if it was the lower portion of

one of the buildings, like a vestibule.

It was like 4

or 5 stories.
We put a ladder up.

We went up there and

there was a fireman that had been killed.

He was

obviously dead and we just put a -- his jacket over him
and then we just kept searching.
of the Chiefs there, Mark Ferran.

We hooked up with one
Me, Lieutenant

Rohan, who else was there, Johnny Colon and the Chief
were all up there.

We had radio contact with Chief

Picciotto and a couple of guys he was trapped with.
had no idea where they were.

We

They were telling us

where they were, but we didn't really know what
everything was, because we are not familiar with the
layout down there and it was very confusing as far as
the rubble was all piled on top of everything.
So they said they were probably on the fifth,
sixth floor of a building in the stairwell, so we
started searching.

We got up on that vestibule.

were searching in there.

We

We couldn't really find -- we
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couldn't really get a good idea where we were going.
We decided we would pull out of there and we searched
for a while in there and a couple of stairwells and we
realized that it probably wasn't even the right
building, so we went back down and I think we came out
back where we were.

We came out on Vesey Street.

Then we decided to grab some tools and then
we started heading down towards Church Street.

Then we

made a right on Trinity and we came in through the
other side.

A lot of it I'm confused about, where I

was at particular times.

We actually wound up coming

down in through that underground area, promenade, I
don't know what they call it, the lower portion of the
Trade Center.

Like there is a little mall down there.

We were just trying to get to where we
thought they would be, so we came into this one area
down below there.

We sort of split up.

myself went up through this hole.
followed Lieutenant Rohan.

The Chief and

Everybody else

We had hooked up with a

couple of guys from our company, Bobby Markardt, a
couple of other guys.

I think Mike Regan was with

them, I think Johnny Colon was there.

Tom Corrigan.

They had went into an escalator, they went sort of
under the rubble and up an escalator.

They went one
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way.

We sort of branched out to try to have two prongs

of getting them.
Me and the Chief went up through this hole up
into the rubble and on top of the rubble.

At that

point, there was a security guard that was stumbling
through the rubble and there was a fireman who had
-- he had his bunker pants on and a T-shirt, and his
suspenders.
bad shape.

Everything else was missing.

He was in

I was the only guy that had a mask on at

that point.
I had it with me.

I wasn't wearing it, and

the Chief and other guys come and blow because there
was still a lot of smoke in there and there was all
smoke and it was hot.
out.

I took two guys.

fireman there.

Chief is like, take these guys
Actually there was another

I don't know what company he was from.

This is after the buildings fell.
Me and that other fireman took -- actually
the other fireman, I know what company he was from, but
he said he was in the subway when it collapsed.

He

wasn't in the collapse itself, but he was -- I guess he
just hugged the wall and he thought he was in badder
shape than he was and he finally came up the subway and
I just sort of wound up hooking up with him.
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Me and him dragged -- we got a security guard
who could walk and the other guy was in bad shape.
dragged him out.
me.

Leave me.

We

He kept laying down and saying leave

I'm going to die.

I said listen, get

up, because there is other people that want to get out
of here, so don't fucking play this game.

He thought

he was in the movies or something.
We dragged him out, we didn't go out the same
way we came in.
the subway.

We went down the subway and back up

I'm not really sure where we came out.

I'm going to say we came out back over here because I
was going in the original direction, then I ran into
some firemen and they said your best way out is down
the subway and back up.

We took those two guys down,

laid them in the street and one guy they just put in
the ambulance and the other guy was just getting
treatment.
Q.

That was probably Church Street where you are

talking about?
A.

I'm going to say it was Church Street.

Actually there was a picture in Time Magazine of just
where we had brought the guy out.

I don't know --

there was a subway station right there.

I don't really

know where it was, but assuming it was there, I grabbed
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a bottle of water and then I started heading back.
As I was going back, the Chief, he got turned
around in the smoke or something and he couldn't find
the hole that we came back up.

So I started making a

move towards him a little quicker.
they were pulling everybody out.

On my way there,

So the Chief is like,

you can't go in there, you can't go in there.
well, there is a Chief trapped in there.

I guess they

thought that I was delirious or something.
like oh, no, we searched in there.
right.

Whatever.

I'm like

They are

I'm like all

I wasn't going to stand there and

argue with them, so I just kept going to where the hole
I went in.
Went back up that hole.

The Chief was -- I

had to go into the hole and then walk a ways until I
finally saw the Chief and I'm like Chief, over here.
went back out that hole.

I

The radio was starting to die

because we just had been using them so long.
this is going on for hours and hours.

I mean

I'm just giving

you the more pertinent points.
The Chief's radio was just about dead.
was still sort of working.
Chief Picciotto.
that off.

Mine

We were getting calls from

He had a bull horn and he was hitting

We could hear where it was coming from, but
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all you could see was smoke.
up or down.

You had no idea if it was

You knew it was up, but you didn't know if

there was a drop or what was going on.
We started to make a move there and the Chief
was like no, let's try coming from a different way,
because it seemed like it was pretty far away from us.
We went back out, I think -- I'm going to say it was
just me and the Chief right now.
Johnny Colon.

I think we ran into

We came back out to Trinity, I'm not

really sure where we came out.
Q.

Okay.

A.

I'm going to say we came back out.

We

walked, I think around and we came back to West Side
Highway and there was a bunch of Chiefs here.
was talking to the Chiefs for a while.
pretty shot, you know.

Everybody was

We were drinking out of the can

and everybody was pretty exhausted.

We got there.

There was a couple of Chiefs arguing.
knew what to do.

Then he

No one really

It was pretty chaotic.

The Chiefs

are saying don't go in, don't go in, and then Chief
Ferran was like, let's go in, we have to find these
guys.
Now at this point we thought Lieutenant Rohan
was lost too because their radios were dead and there
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was no contact with them.

So now we are like, we lost

those guys, because we didn't know what was going on
there.

We started headed back into the rubble and I

think we went into the 3 World Trade Center.
building was half demolished.

The

We went in, we climbed

up over on top of the rubble till we get to a window.
We went in the window and we searched in there for a
while.
We hooked up with a retired guy and another
guy, I don't know where he was from.
those guys for a while.

We searched with

We searched that building and

then we started making another move in and we got
pulled out again, because I guess the Chiefs were
getting more of control in the situation.

They pulled

everybody out of there.
They conversed for a while and one of the
guys from 22, I think it was 22 or 13, his brother was
lost in there.

He is going what the fuck is everyone

standing around here for, let's go in, let's give one
more push, so I hooked up with him and two other
firemen, went back in and searched around for a while.
He started to realize it was sort of futile and
everybody was shot.

We pulled back out and that was

pretty much the end of what we did.
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But I mean that was eight hours into -- I
mean it was probably like four or five o'clock before
we stopped.

Then we all went down to the water.

Then

we ran into Lieutenant Rohan about a half an hour
later.

We realized that they were okay and that they

had pulled out the Chief, Chief Picciotto, and the guys
from, I think it was 6 or 7 truck.

That's all the

pertinent information I can think.
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay.

That's good.

Thank you Todd, if you have anything else you
want to discuss, okay.
help.

Well, thank you for your

The time now is 1:50 and this concludes the

interview.

